
Sept. 28, 1931 

"You ask me i n yours o f August 19 i n 
regard t o ?£iat -the p o s i t i o n of our e a r l i e r men "was on 
the s u b j e c t o f the T r i n i t y . I do not t h i n k any of our 
e a r l i e r men took t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t seems t o have 
"been taken l a t e l y by the denomination on t h i s question 
of t h e T r i n i t y . 

" i t h i n k , as i s suggested i n some of the 
-writings of Mrs. Yftiite, t h a t on the question of the d : i 
cuBBion. of the T r i n i t y , or of the Godhead i n general, 
t h a t ''silence i s golden.' T.nen i t comes t o f i n i t e 
men, w i t h s i x thousand years o f degeneracy behind them 
d i s c u s s i n g t h e i n f i n i t e God, who i s from e v e r l a s t i n g , 
and u n d e r t a k i n g t o definfc His q u a l i t i e s and p a r t s , i t 
seems t o me t h a t we are c l e a r a f i e l d . " 

A.O. T a i t 



Reo'd Sept. 21 

EARLY TEACHING afj T R I N I T Y J 

Bational C i t y , Sept 16, 19$TT 
Blder L, B. Proem, 

Takoma Park, ¥ashington, D. C. , „,„.,« ^ \ ^ m 

Dear Brother Proom,-- w 

11 

Prom my personal knowledge the doctrine of the T r i n i t y -
/ / 

Godhead was not taught hy Seventh-day Adventists during the early 
days of my ministry-. I have always been f a m i l i a r w i t h the teach­
i n g of Elder J, E. Vaggoner as set f o r t h i n h i s "book on the Atone­
ment, which you r e f e r r e d me to i n your recent l e t t e r , I r e o a l l 
statements made "by Adventists and scriptures used to v e r i f y t h e i r 
p o s i t i o n , t h a t the T r i n i t y - Godhead as used hy other denominations 
at that time i n the absenoe of scripture t r u t h therefor was a man-
made term. 

F i l l c i t e a few scriptures used i n support, at that time, 
i n behalf of the n o n t r i n i t y view. "Bow the b i r t h of Jesus -
Christ was on t h i s wise ••..She was found w i t h c h i l d of the Holy 
Ghost"Mat 1:18. * Pear not to take unto thee Mary thy wi f e : f o r 
that whioh i s conceived i n her i s of the Holy Ghost." 

The conclusion drawn at that time was that the Holy Spir 
i t was not a person i n the sense tha t God and Christ are persons, 
i f so.the same d i f f i c u l t y would be encountered w i t h the Holy 
S p i r i t being everywhere present as i s held by the T r i n i t a r i a n s con 
oerning God and Christ as persons being everywhere present,and i f 
i t should be so conceded Christ would be the son of the Holy Spi­
r i t ^ , rather that of God as the Bible declares him to be. 

I t was taught and presuamably believed t o be true that 
the terms God, C h r i s t , Holy S p i r i t and Comforter were express­
ions frequently used i n the Bible interohangably as fo l l o w s : 

•Sow the Lord i s that S p i r i t : and where the S p i r i t of 



the Lord i s , there i s l i b e r t y , * 2 Cor. 3: 17. • I t i s not >e 
that epeak, but the S p i r i t of your Pather whioh epeaketh i n you." 
Mat. 10: 20. • But ye are not i n the f l e s h , but i n the S p i r i t , i f 
so be that the S p i r i t of God dwell i n you. How i f any man hare 
not the S p i r i t of Christ, he i s none of h i s . And i f Christ be i n 
you, the body i s dead because of s i n ; but the S p i r i t i s l i f e be­
cause of righteousness. But i f the S p i r i t of Him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell i n you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead sh a l l also quicken your mortal bodies by h i s S p i r i t that 
dwelleth i n you." Rom 8: 9-12. " I know that t h i s s h a l l turn to 
my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the S p i r i t of 
Jesus Christ. • P h i l 1: 19. " Por the prophecy came not i n old 
time by the w i l l of man;but holy men of God spake as they were mo­
ved by the Holy Ghost, 2. Pet 1: 21, The Holfc Ghost i s define i n 
the f o l l o w i n g t e x t / $4 fpXlpw^: • Searching what,or what manner 
of time the S p i r i t of Christ which was i n them d i d s i g n i f y , when 
i t t e s t i f i e d before hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should fo l l o w . " 1 . Pet 1:11. • L w i l l not leave you comfort 
less: I w i l l come to you." Jon 14:18. » The Comforter, whioh i s 

the Holy Ghost, he w i l l teach you a l l things and b r i n g a l l things a 
A . . . 

to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you." Jon 14: 26, 
"But i f I depart, I w i l l send him unto you," " And, l o , I am 
w i t h you alway, even unto the end of the world." Hat 28:20. 

Elder Proom, I t has been several weeks since I received 
your l e t t e r concerning the " T r i n i t y - the Godhead." I f i r s t thought 
best not to get mixed up i n t h i s or s i m i l a r questions, so conclu­
ded not to w r i t e , but today there came to my mind a very strong 
impression that I ought to r e f e r to a few o£ the Scriptures that 
were formerly used i n favor the view then advocated, at least i n 
the section of country where I labored. 

Sincerely yours i n C h r i s t . 


