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At a time when | was going through a deep personal crisis

| began to search specifically for quotes from Ellen G. White on God's
love and care to comfort me.

| created a collection of what | found and read in my collection every day
praying that God would show me His Love,
His character, and His kingdom.

My prayers were lovingly answered.
Gradually my despondency, fears, and sadness disappeared and were
replaced by feelings of happiness, deep joy, and peace.

| often read in this collection, and these quotes always give me
consolation and confidence leading me to a deeper understanding of the
heart of my heavenly Father who loves me (and you!) so much that He
gave His most precious gift for us, His only begotten Son.

May you also be blessed while reading this collection.

Jutta Deichsel






Medicine for Your Soul

Instructions
This booklet is meant to be read more than once.

Take some time to ponder as you read the quotes slowly and prayerfully.
Relate the words directly to yourself. Put your name in where possible.

Understand that our Father is speaking directly to you
through Sister White’s words.

Recommended Dose:

Read at least one page slowly one or two times a day as needed.
Meditate over each quote and with prayer try to grasp the full meaning.
Deep reflection on the meaning through repeated reading is important

for this spiritual medicine to develop its full potential.

Recommended Supporting Therapy

Prayer.
Pray for a revelation of God's Love and His Kingdom.
Also pray for a pure receptive heart.

Benefits:

Relief from anxiety, worries, and worthlessness.
Increased trust and faith in your heavenly Father
and His Son Jesus Christ.

Finding meaning and destiny for your life.

Side Effects:

Increased feelings of joy and happiness, deep inner peace, turning away
from the world, self-sacrificing love, and selflessness.
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CHAPTER 1

GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU
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GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.

1. John 4:9

When God gave His Son to our world, He endowed human beings with
imperishable riches - riches compared with which the treasured wealth
of men since the world began is nothingness. Christ came to the earth
and stood before the children of men with the hoarded love of eternity,
and this is the treasure that, through our connection with Him, we are to
receive, to reveal, and to impart. (MH 37.1)

Christ’s love for His children is as tender as it is strong. And it is stronger
than death; for He died to purchase our salvation, and to make us one
with Him, mystically and eternally one. So strong is His love that it
controls all His powers, and employs the vast resources of heaven in
doing His people good. It is without variableness or shadow of turning,
— the same yesterday, today, and forever. Although sin has existed for
ages, trying to counteract this love and obstruct its flowing earthward, it
still flows in rich currents to those for whom Christ died. {MYP 110.2}

The Elder Brother of our race is by the eternal throne. He looks upon
every soul who is turning his face toward Him as the Saviour. He knows
by experience what are the weaknesses of humanity, what are our
wants, and where lies the strength of our temptations; for He was “in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15. He is
watching over you, trembling child of God. Are you tempted? He will
deliver. Are you weak? He will strengthen. Are you ignorant? He will
enlighten. Are you wounded? He will heal. The Lord “telleth the number
of the stars;” and yet “He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up
their wounds.” Psalm 147:4, 3 {MH 71.5}
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GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

God’s love for His church is infinite. His care over His heritage is
unceasing. He suffers no affliction to come upon the church but such as
is essential for her purification, her present and eternal good. He will
purify His church even as He purified the temple at the beginning and
close of His ministry on earth. All that He brings upon the church in test
and trial comes that His people may gain deeper piety and more strength
to carry the triumphs of the cross to all parts of the world. {LDE 153.4}

He has borne the burden of our guilt. He will take the load from our
weary shoulders. He will give us rest. The burden of care and sorrow also
He will bear. He invites us to cast all our care upon Him; for He carries us
upon His heart. {MH 71.4}

Although for ages sin has been strengthening its hold on the human
race, although through falsehood and artifice Satan has cast the black
shadow of his interpretation upon the word of God, and has caused men
to doubt His goodness; yet the Father’s mercy and love have not ceased
to flow earthward in rich currents. If human beings would open the
windows of the soul heavenward, in appreciation of the divine gifts, a
flood of healing virtue would pour in. {MH 116.1)

Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. The greater the sinner’s
guilt, the more he needs the Saviour. His heart of divine love and
sympathy is drawn out most of all for the one who is the most hopelessly
entangled in the snares of the enemy. With His own blood He has signed
the emancipation papers of the race. {MH 89.0}

Christ died to save a selfish world from the sure consequences of
selfishness. He has opened His heart in love and pity and sympathy for
the whole world. He invites fallen beings to come to Him and receive full
and free forgiveness. His character stands before the heavenly universe
free from every taint of selfishness. {RH January 7,1902, Art.A, par.8}

15



GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

The love which Christ diffuses through the whole being is a vitalizing
power. Every vital part—the brain, the heart, the nerves—it touches with
healing. By it the highest energies of the being are roused to activity. It
frees the soul from the guilt and sorrow, the anxiety and care, that crush
the life forces. With it come serenity and composure. It implants in the
soul, joy that nothing earthly can destroy,—joy in the Holy Spirit,—
health-giving, life-giving joy. Our Saviour’s words, “Come unto Me, ... and
| will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28), are a prescription for the healing of
physical, mental, and spiritual ills. Though men have brought suffering
upon themselves by their own wrongdoing, He regards them with pity. In
Him they may find help. He will do great things for those who trust in
Him. {MH 115.3.4}

The woman who entreated the judge for justice had lost her husband by
death. Poor and friendless, she had no means of retrieving her ruined
fortunes. So by sin, man lost his connection with God. Of himself he has
no means of salvation. But in Christ we are brought nigh unto the Father.
The elect of God are dear to His heart. They are those whom He has
called out of darkness into His marvelous light, to show forth His praise,
to shine as lights amid the darkness of the world. The unjust judge had
no special interest in the widow who importuned him for deliverance;
yet in order to rid himself of her pitiful appeals, he heard her plea, and
delivered her from her adversary. But God loves His children with infinite
love. To Him the dearest object on earth is His church. {COL 165.2}

But the selfish neighbor in the parable does not represent the character
of God. The lesson is drawn, not by comparison, but by contrast. A
selfish man will grant an urgent request, in order to rid himself of one
who disturbs his rest. But God delights to give. He is full of compassion,
and He longs to grant the requests of those who come unto Him in faith.
He gives to us that we may minister to others and thus become like
Himself. {COL 141.1}
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GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

All the paternal love which has come down from generation to
generation through the channel of human hearts, all the springs of
tenderness which have opened in the souls of men, are but as a tiny rill
to the boundless ocean when compared with the infinite, exhaustless
love of God. Tongue cannot utter it; pen cannot portray it. You may
meditate upon it every day of your life; you may search the Scriptures
diligently in order to understand it; you may summon every power and
capability that God has given you, in the endeavor to comprehend the
love and compassion of the heavenly Father; and yet there is an infinity
beyond. You may study that love for ages; yet you can never fully
comprehend the length and the breadth, the depth and the height, of
the love of God in giving His Son to die for the world. Eternity itself can
never fully reveal it. {LDE 305.4}

Christ has shown that His love was stronger than death. He was
accomplishing man’s salvation; and although He had the most fearful
conflict with the powers of darkness, yet, amid it all, His love grew
stronger and stronger. He endured the hiding of His Father’s
countenance, until He was led to exclaim in the bitterness of His soul:
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” Matthew 27:46. His
arm brought salvation. The price was paid to purchase the redemption of
man, when, in the last soul struggle, the blessed words were uttered
which seemed to resound through creation: “It is finished.” {1TT 231.2}

The Saviour in His miracles revealed the power that is continually at work
in man’s behalf, to sustain and to heal him. Through the agencies of
nature, God is working, day by day, hour by hour, moment by moment,
to keep us alive, to build up and restore us. When any part of the body
sustains injury, a healing process is at once begun; nature’s agencies are
set at work to restore soundness. But the power working through these
agencies is the power of God. All life-giving power is from Him. When
one recovers from disease, it is God who restores him.{MH 112.1}
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GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

To love as Christ loved means to manifest unselfishness at all times and
in all places, by kind words and pleasant looks. These cost those who
give them nothing, but they leave behind a fragrance that surrounds the
soul. The effect can never be estimated. Not only are they a blessing to
the receiver, but to the giver; for they react upon him. Genuine love is a
precious attribute of heavenly origin, which increases in fragrance in
proportion as it is dispensed to others. {LYL 16.4}

Christ’s love is deep and earnest, flowing like an irrepressible stream to
all who will accept it. There is no selfishness in His love. In this heaven-
born love is an abiding principle in the heart, it will make itself known,
not only to those we hold most dear in sacred relationship, but to all
with whom we come in contact. It will lead us to bestow little acts of
attention, to make concessions, to perform deeds of kindness, to speak
tender, true, encouraging words. It will lead us to sympathize with those
whose hearts hunger for sympathy. {LYL 16.4,17.1}

No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by
God. He is the Maker of all mankind. All men are of one family by
creation, and all are one through redemption. Christ came to demolish
every wall of partition, to throw open every compartment of the temple,
that every soul may have free access to God. His love is so broad, so
deep, so full, that it penetrates everywhere. It lifts out of Satan’s circle
the poor souls who have been deluded by his deceptions. It places them
within reach of the throne of God, the throne encircled by the rainbow
of promise. {COL 386.2}

By thus pouring the whole treasury of heaven into this world, by giving
us in Christ all heaven itself, God purchased human affection and human
ability. By yielding our minds to Him, they will be cleansed from all
selfishness and covetousness, and filled with unselfish love. The Lord
directs every mind that will be captivated by His love, and reveals to it
the mystery of godliness. {17MR 184.1}
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GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

The love of God still yearns over the one who has chosen to separate
from Him, and He sets in operation influences to bring him back to the
Father’s house. The prodigal son in his wretchedness “came to himself.”
The deceptive power that Satan had exercised over him was broken. He
saw that his suffering was the result of his own folly, and he said, “How
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and
| perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my father.” Miserable as he
was, the prodigal found hope in the conviction of his father’s love. It was
that love which was drawing him toward home. So it is the assurance of
God’s love that constrains the sinner to return to God. “The goodness of
God leadeth thee to repentance.” Romans 2:4. A golden chain, the mercy
and compassion of divine love, is passed around every imperiled soul.
The Lord declares, “l have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore
with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3. {COL 202.1}

The love of Christ is a golden chain that binds finite, human beings who
believe in Jesus Christ to the infinite God. The love that the Lord has for
His children passeth knowledge. No science can define or explain it. No
human wisdom can fathom it. The more we feel the influence of this
love, the more meek and humble shall we be. {2MCP 801.4}

How can we ever be in doubt and uncertainty, and feel that we are
orphans? It was in behalf of those who had transgressed the law that
Jesus took upon Him human nature; He became like unto us, that we
might have everlasting peace and assurance. We have an Advocate in the
heavens, and whoever accepts Him as a personal Saviour is not left an
orphan to bear the burden of his own sins. {Pr 291.1}

In word and in deed the Messiah, during His earthly ministry, was to
reveal to mankind the glory of God the Father. Every act of His life, every
word spoken, every miracle wrought, was to make known to fallen
humanity the infinite love of God. {LHU 26}
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GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU

Through the goodness and mercy of Christ the sinner is to be restored to
the divine favor. God in Christ is daily beseeching men to be reconciled to
God. With outstretched arms He is ready to receive and welcome not
only the sinner but the prodigal. His dying love, manifested on Calvary, is
the sinner’s assurance of acceptance, peace, and love. Teach these
things in the simplest form, that the sin-darkened soul may see the light
shining from the cross of Calvary. {1SM 178.4}

For every service we perform, the Lord has pledged His word to reward
us, not because it is a debt He owes us, but because His heart is full of
love, full of mercy and tenderness. He promises to repay us a hundred-
fold in this life, and in the world to come give us life everlasting. But how
many there are who spend their days in gloom and discouragement,
looking at the dark side of their experience, forgetting that angels of
heaven are waiting to cooperate with them, waiting to make them
channels of blessing to the world. {ST April 16,1902, par.8}

In plain language the Saviour taught the world that the tenderness, the
compassion, the love that He manifested toward humanity, were the
very attributes of His Father in heaven. Whatever doctrine of grace he
presented, whatever promise of joy, whatever deed of love, whatever
divine attraction He exhibited, had its source in the Father of all. In the
person of Christ we behold the eternal God engaged in an enterprise of
boundless mercy toward the fallen race. {Signs of the Times, Aug.
20,1894}

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God: and
every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

1. John 4:7
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GOD LONGS FOR YOU
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GOD LONGS FOR YOU

The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying,
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

Jeremiah 31:3

Arise and go to your Father. He will meet you a great way off. If you take
even one step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in
His arms of infinite love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul.
The very first reaching out of the heart after God is known to Him. Never
a prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear is shed, however
secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however feeble, but
the Spirit of God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered
or the yearning of the heart made known, grace from Christ goes forth to
meet the grace that is working upon the human soul. {COL 206.1}

God would not have us remain pressed down by dumb sorrow, with sore
and breaking hearts. He would have us look up and behold His dear face
of love. The blessed Saviour stands by many whose eyes are so blinded
by tears that they do not discern Him. He longs to clasp our hands, to
have us look to Him in simple faith, permitting Him to guide us. His heart
is open to our griefs, our sorrows, and our trials. He has loved us with an
everlasting love and with loving-kindness compassed us about. We may
keep the heart stayed upon Him and meditate upon His loving-kindness
all the day. He will lift the soul above the daily sorrow and perplexity,
into a realm of peace. {MB 12.2}

Christ longs to bestow upon his chosen people in this world a foretaste
of the glory in which his faithful ones are to share. From eternity it has
been his purpose to imbue with wisdom believers in his Word, that they
may be raised to sit with him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Wonderful is the light that opens to those who in faith press on, ever on,
heeding not hindrance nor difficulty, but keeping the eyes fixed on the
glory that Christ reveals. {SSW June 1,1909, par. 2}
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GOD LONGS FOR YOU

However wretched may be the specimens of humanity that men spurn
and turn aside from, they are not too low, too wretched, for the notice
and love of God. Christ longs to have care-worn, weary, oppressed
human beings come to Him. He longs to give them the light and joy and
peace that are to be found nowhere else. The veriest sinners are the
objects of His deep, earnest pity and love. He sends His Holy Spirit to
yearn over them with tenderness, seeking to draw them to Himself. {COL
225.0}

God desired to bring all peoples under His merciful rule. He desired that
the earth should be filled with joy and peace. He created man for
happiness, and He longs to fill human hearts with the peace of heaven.
He desires that the families below shall be a symbol of the great family
above. {COL 290.2}

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger
than death. In giving up His Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in
one gift. The Saviour’s life and death and intercession, the ministry of
angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and through
all, the unceasing interest of heavenly beings,—all are enlisted in behalf
of man’s redemption. {SC 21.2}

Arise and go to your Father. He will meet you a great way off. If you take
even one step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in
His arms of infinite love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul.
The very first reaching out of the heart after God is known to Him. Never
a prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear is shed, however
secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however feeble, but
the Spirit of God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered
or the yearning of the heart made known, grace from Christ goes forth to
meet the grace that is working upon the human soul. {COL 206.1}
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GOD LONGS FOR YOU

These souls whom you despise, said Jesus, are the property of God. By
creation and by redemption they are His, and they are of value in His
sight. As the shepherd loves his sheep, and cannot rest if even one be
missing, so, in an infinitely higher degree, does God love every outcast
soul. Men may deny the claim of His love, they may wander from Him,
they may choose another master; yet they are God’s, and He longs to
recover His own. He says, “As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day
that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will | seek out My
sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been
scattered in the cloudy and dark day.” Ezekiel 34:12. {COL 187.1}

The sheep that has strayed from the fold is the most helpless of all
creatures. It must be sought for by the shepherd, for it cannot find its
way back. So with the soul that has wandered away from God; he is as
helpless as the lost sheep, and unless divine love had come to his rescue
he could never find his way to God. {COL 187.3}

The love of God still yearns over the one who has chosen to separate
from Him, and He sets in operation influences to bring him back to the
Father’s house. The prodigal son in his wretchedness “came to himself.”
The deceptive power that Satan had exercised over him was broken. He
saw that his suffering was the result of his own folly, and he said, “How
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and
| perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my father.” Miserable as he
was, the prodigal found hope in the conviction of his father’s love. It was
that love which was drawing him toward home. So it is the assurance of
God’s love that constrains the sinner to return to God. “The goodness of
God leadeth thee to repentance.” Romans 2:4. A golden chain, the mercy
and compassion of divine love, is passed around every imperiled soul.
The Lord declares, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore
with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3. {COL 202.1}
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GOD LONGS FOR YOU

Heaven’s plan of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world.
God longs to breathe into prostrate humanity the breath of life. And He
will not permit any soul to be disappointed who is sincere in his longing
for something higher and nobler than anything the world can offer.
Constantly He is sending His angels to those who, while surrounded by
circumstances the most discouraging, pray in faith for some power
higher than themselves to take possession of them and bring deliverance
and peace. In various ways God will reveal Himself to them and will place
them in touch with providences that will establish their confidence in the
One who has given Himself a ransom for all, “that they might set their
hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His
commandments.” Psalm 78:7. {PK 377.1}

“The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” James 5:11. He waits with
unwearied love to hear the confessions of the wayward and to accept
their penitence. He watches for some return of gratitude from us, as the
mother watches for the smile of recognition from her beloved child. He
would have us understand how earnestly and tenderly His heart yearns
over us. He invites us to take our trials to His sympathy, our sorrows to
His love, our wounds to His healing, our weakness to His strength, our
emptiness to His fullness. Never has one been disappointed who came
unto Him. “They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their faces
were not ashamed.” Psalm 34:5. {Pr 183.1}

And 1, if 1 be lifted up from the earth,

will draw all men unto me.

John 12:32
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CHAPTER 3

YOU CAN TRUST HIM FULLY
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YOU CAN TRUST HIM FULLY

As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is
tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.

Psalms 18:30

God regards us as His children. He has redeemed us out of the careless
world and has chosen us to become members of the royal family, sons
and daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us to trust in Him with a
trust deeper and stronger than that of a child in his earthly father.
Parents love their children, but the love of God is larger, broader, deeper,
than human love can possibly be. It is immeasurable. Then if earthly
parents know how to give good gifts to their children, how much more
shall our Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?
{COoL 142.1}

Faith is trusting God—believing that He loves us and knows best what is
for our good. Thus, instead of our own, it leads us to choose His way. In
place of our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness,
His strength; in place of our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives,
ourselves, are already His; faith acknowledges His ownership and accepts
its blessing. Truth, uprightness, purity, have been pointed out as secrets
of life’s success. It is faith that puts us in possession of these principles.
{2MCP 531.3}

Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really more invincible, than the
soul that feels its nothingness and relies wholly on the merits of the
Saviour. God would send every angel in heaven to the aid of such a one,
rather than allow him to be overcome. {CM 111.1}

You may preserve your individuality and yet have your life so blended
with the life of Christ that you will be one with Him, reconciled to God
through the obedience and death of His Son. {Lt196-1903.17}
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YOU CAN TRUST HIM FULLY

You who feel the most unworthy, fear not to commit your case to God.
When He gave Himself in Christ for the sin of the world, He undertook
the case of every soul. “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things?” Romans 8:32. Will He not fulfill the gracious word given for our
encouragement and strength? {COL 174.2}

It is not the capabilities you now possess, or ever will have, that will give
you success. It is that which the Lord can do for you. We need to have far
less confidence in what man can do, and far more confidence in what
God can do for every believing soul. He longs to have you reach after
Him by faith. He longs to have you expect great things from Him. He
longs to give you understanding in temporal as well as in spiritual
matters. He can sharpen the intellect. He can give tact and skill. Put your
talents into the work, ask God for wisdom, and it will be given you. {CM
119.1}

Christ has pledged Himself to be our substitute and surety, and He
neglects no one. He who could not see human beings exposed to eternal
ruin without pouring out His soul unto death in their behalf, will look
with pity and compassion upon every soul who realizes that he cannot
save himself. He will look upon no trembling suppliant without raising
him up. He who through His own atonement provided for man an infinite
fund of moral power, will not fail to employ this power in our behalf. We
may take our sins and sorrows to His feet; for He loves us. His every look
and word invites our confidence. He will shape and mold our characters
according to His own will. In the whole Satanic force there is not power
to overcome one soul who in simple trust casts himself on Christ. “He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength.” Isaiah 40:29. {COL 157.3}
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YOU CAN TRUST HIM FULLY

If you will seek the Lord and be converted every day; if you will of your
own spiritual choice be free and joyous in God; if with gladsome consent
of heart to His gracious call, you come wearing the yoke of Christ,—the
yoke of obedience and service,—all your murmurings will be stilled, all
your difficulties will be removed, all the perplexing problems that now
confront you will be solved. {CM 119.2}

He who stood beside the sorrowing mother at the gate of Nain, watches
with every mourning one beside the bier. He is touched with sympathy
for our grief. His heart, that loved and pitied, is a heart of unchangeable
tenderness. His word, that called the dead to life, is no less efficacious
now than when spoken to the young man of Nain. He says, “All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” Matthew 28:18. That power is
not diminished by the lapse of years, nor exhausted by the ceaseless
activity of His overflowing grace. To all who believe on Him He is still a
living Saviour. {DA 319.1}

Men and women can reach God’s ideal for them if they will take Christ as
their helper. What human wisdom cannot do, His grace will accomplish
for those who give themselves to him in loving trust. His providences can
unite hearts in bonds that are of heavenly origin. Love will not be a mere
exchange of soft and flattering words. The loom of heaven weaves with
warp and woof finer, yet more firm, that can be woven by the looms of
earth. The result is not a tissue fabric, but a texture that will bear wear
and test and trial. Heart will be bound to heart in the golden bonds of a
love that is enduring. {LYL 16.3}
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YOU CAN TRUST HIM FULLY

No outward observances can take the place of simple faith and entire
renunciation of self. But no man can empty himself of self. We can only
consent for Christ to accomplish the work. Then the language of the soul
will be, Lord, take my heart; for | cannot give it. It is Thy property. Keep it
pure, for | cannot keep it for Thee. Save me in spite of myself, my weak,
unchristlike self. Mold me, fashion me, raise me into a pure and holy
atmosphere, where the rich current of Thy love can flow through my
soul. {COL 159.3}

Your life is precious in the sight of God. He has a work for you to do. It is
not unfolded to you now, but just walk on trustingly without a single
word because this would grieve the dear Jesus and show that you were
afraid to trust Him. Lay your hand in His. He is reaching over the
battlements of heaven for it to be laid confidingly in His. Oh, what love,
what tender love has Jesus manifested in our behalf. The Bible promises
are the pinks and the roses and the lilies in the garden of the Lord.
{2MCP 808.3}

Let the eye be fixed on the Sun of righteousness. Do not make your dear,
loving heavenly Father a tyrant; but see His tenderness, His pity, His
large, broad love, and His great compassion. His love exceeds that of a
mother for her child. The mother may forget, “yet will | not forget thee”
(Isaiah 49:15), saith the Lord. Jesus wants you to trust Him. May His
blessing rest upon you in a rich measure is my earnest prayer. {2MCP
809.2}

So God desires us to trust in Him who justifieth the ungodly. His reward
is given not according to our merit but according to His own purpose,
“which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Ephesians 3:11. “Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us.” Titus 3:5. And for those who trust in Him He will do
“exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” (Ephesians 3:2).
{coL 397.2}
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YOU CAN TRUST HIM FULLY

There will be peace, constant peace, flowing into the soul, for the rest is
found in perfect submission to Jesus Christ. Obedience to God’s will finds
the rest. The disciple that treads in the meek and lowly steps of the
Redeemer finds rest which the world cannot give and the world cannot
take away. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee: because he trusteth in Thee” (Isaiah 26:3). {2MCP 802.3}

Christ loves the human race; and in every action of His life He has
expressed this love. He calls upon men to love one another as He has
loved them. His saving power and love are ever to be the theme of those
who believe in God. Just before His ascension, He gave to His disciples
the commission, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” {RH
January 7, 1902, Art.A, par. 12}

Jesus receives and welcomes you as His own friend. He loves you; He has
pledged Himself to open before you all the treasures of His grace for
your appropriation. He says, “At that day ye shall ask in my name: and |
say not unto you, that | will pray the Father for you: for the Father
himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that |
came out from God” (John 16:26, 27). He virtually says, Make use of My
name, and it will be your passport to the heart of My Father, and to all
the riches of His grace. {HP 79.5}

It is better to trust in the LORD
than to put confidence in man.
It is better to trust in the LORD

than to put confidence in princes.

Psalms 118:8-9
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COMPLETE FORGIVENESS FOR YOU

Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.

Isaiah 1:18

Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 5:3). There is fullness of grace in God, and we may
have His spirit and power in large measure. Do not feed on the husks of
self-righteousness, but go to the Lord. He has the best robe to put upon
you, and His arms are open to receive. Christ will say, “Take away the
filthy garments from him, and clothe him with a change of raiment.”
{1SM 328.1}

But shall we wait till we feel that we are cleansed?—No; Christ has
promised that “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). You
are proved of God through the Word of God. You are not to wait for
wonderful emotions before you believe that God has heard you, feeling
is not to be your criterion, for emotions are as changeable as the clouds.
You must have something solid for the foundation of your faith. The
word of the Lord is a word of infinite power, upon which you may rely,
and He has said, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” Look to Calvary. Has not
Jesus said that He is your advocate? Has He not said that if you ask
anything in His name you shall receive? You are not to depend on your
own goodness or good works. You are to come depending upon the Sun
of Righteousness, believing that Christ has taken away your sins and
imputed to you His righteousness. {1SM 328.2}

34



COMPLETE FORGIVENESS FOR YOU

The sense of sin has poisoned the springs of life. But Christ says, “1 will
take your sins; | will give you peace. | have bought you with My blood.
You are Mine. My grace shall strengthen your weakened will; your
remorse for sin | will remove.” When temptations assail you, when care
and perplexity surround you, when, depressed and discouraged, you are
ready to vyield to despair, look to Jesus, and the darkness that
encompasses you will be dispelled by the bright shining of His presence.
When sin struggles for the mastery in your soul, and burdens the
conscience, look to the Saviour. His grace is sufficient to subdue sin. Let
your grateful heart, trembling with uncertainty, turn to Him. Lay hold on
the hope set before you. Christ waits to adopt you into His family. His
strength will help your weakness; He will lead you step by step. Place
your hand in His, and let Him guide you. {MH 85.1}

What assurance here, of God’s willingness to receive the repenting
sinner! Have you, reader, chosen your own way? Have you wandered far
from God? Have you sought to feast upon the fruits of transgression,
only to find them turn to ashes upon your lips? And now, your substance
spent, your life-plans thwarted, and your hopes dead, do you sit alone
and desolate? Now that voice which has long been speaking to your
heart but to which you would not listen comes to you distinct and clear,
“Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest; because it is polluted, it
shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction.” Micah 2:10. Return to
your Father’s house. He invites you, saying, “Return unto Me; for | have
redeemed thee.” Isaiah 44:22. {COL 205.1}

Those who follow on to know the Lord will know that His going forth is
prepared as the morning. Those who are willing to learn the lessons that
Christ teaches, and to submit to His will, will know how wonderful, how
free, how complete is the forgiveness provided by Him who was
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. {Lt207-
1904.12}
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COMPLETE FORGIVENESS FOR YOU

Faith, saving faith, is to be taught. The definition of this faith in Jesus
Christ may be described in few words: It is the act of the soul by which
the whole man is given over to the guardianship and control of Jesus
Christ. He abides in Christ and Christ abides in the soul by faith as
supreme. The believer commits his soul and body to God and with
assurance may say, Christ is able to keep that which | have committed
unto Him against that day. All who will do this will be saved unto life
eternal. There will be an assurance that the soul is washed in the blood
of Christ and clothed with His righteousness and precious in the sight of
Jesus. Our thoughts and our hopes are on the second advent of our Lord.
That is the day when the Judge of all the earth will reward the trust of
His people.{2MCP 531.1}

And the same compassion that reached out to rescue Peter is extended
to every soul who has fallen under temptation. It is Satan’s special device
to lead man into sin, and then leave him, helpless and trembling, fearing
to seek for pardon. But why should we fear, when God has said, “Let him
take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall
make peace with Me”? Isaiah 27:5. Every provision has been made for
our infirmities, every encouragement offered us to come to Christ. {COL
156.1}

Notwithstanding the defects of the people of God, Christ does not turn
away from the objects of His care. He has the power to change their
raiment. He removes the filthy garments, He places upon the repenting,
believing ones His own robe of righteousness, and writes pardon against
their names on the records of heaven. He confesses them as His before
the heavenly universe. Satan their adversary is shown to be an accuser
and deceiver. God will do justice for His own elect. {COL 169.3}
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COMPLETE FORGIVENESS FOR YOU

What is the “rest” promised? It is the consciousness that God is true,
that He never disappoints the one who comes to Him. His pardon is full
and free, and His acceptance means rest to the soul, rest in His love.
{2MCP 803.1}

Christ on the cross not only draws men to repentance toward God for
the transgression of His law—for whom God pardons He first makes
penitent—but Christ has satisfied Justice; He has proffered Himself as an
atonement. His gushing blood, His broken body, satisfy the claims of the
broken law, and thus He bridges the gulf which sin has made. He suffered
in the flesh, that with His bruised and broken body He might cover the
defenseless sinner. The victory gained at His death on Calvary broke
forever the accusing power of Satan over the universe and silenced his
charges that self-denial was impossible with God and therefore not
essential in the human family. {1SM 341.3}

The Lord God through Jesus Christ holds out His hand all the day long in
invitation to the sinful and fallen. He will receive all. He welcomes all. It is
His glory to pardon the chief of sinners. He will take the prey from the
mighty, He will deliver the captive, He will pluck the brand from the
burning. He will lower the golden chain of His mercy to the lowest
depths of human wretchedness, and lift up the debased soul
contaminated with sin. {MH 161.3}

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and

prudence.

Ephesians 1:7-8
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THE EASY YOKE - COMPLETE PEACE THROUGH
COMPLETE SUBMISSION

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 1 am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:29-30

There will be peace, constant peace, flowing into the soul, for the rest is
found in perfect submission to Jesus Christ. Obedience to God’s will finds
the rest. The disciple that treads in the meek and lowly steps of the
Redeemer finds rest which the world cannot give and the world cannot
take away. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee: because he trusteth in Thee” (Isaiah 26:3). {2MCP 802.3}

A daily consecration to God brings peace and rest. The merchant sold all
that he had to possess the pearl. When those who are seeking for
salvation refuse to fail or be discouraged, they will find peace and rest in
the Lord. Christ will clothe them with His righteousness. He will provide
them with a clean heart and a renewed mind. These blessings cost the
life of the Son of God, and are freely offered to those for whom the
sacrifice was made. But how do many treat the proffered gift?—They
turn away, choosing rather the pleasures of this life. Christ says of them,
“Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:4). {1SM 400.1}

The surrender must be complete. Every weak, doubting, struggling soul
who yields fully to the Lord is placed in direct touch with agencies that
enable him to overcome. Heaven is near to him, and he has the support
and help of angels of mercy in every time of trial and need. {AA 299.1}

Clearer light is ready to shine upon all who follow Him who is the Light of
the world. {Ms147-1899.16}
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THE EASY YOKE - COMPLETE PEACE THROUGH
COMPLETE SUBMISSION

God is the fountain of life, and we can have life only as we are in
communion with Him. Separated from God, existence may be ours for a
little time, but we do not possess life. “She that liveth in pleasure is dead
while she liveth.” 1 Timothy 5:6. Only through the surrender of our will
to God is it possible for Him to impart life to us. Only by receiving His life
through self-surrender is it possible, said Jesus, for these hidden sins,
which | have pointed out, to be overcome. It is possible that you may
bury them in your hearts and conceal them from human eyes, but how
will you stand in God’s presence? {MB 61.2}

While you have been walking in meekness and lowliness of heart, a work
has been going on for you, a work which only God could do; for it is God
that worketh in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure. And
that good pleasure is to have you abide in Christ, rest in His love. You
must not let anything rob your soul of peace, of restfulness, of the
assurance that you are accepted just now. Appropriate every promise; all
are yours on condition of your complying with the Lord’s prescribed
terms. Entire surrender of your ways, which seem so very wise, and
taking Christ’s ways, is the secret of perfect rest in His love. {YRP 62.2}

When self is submerged in Christ, true love springs forth spontaneously.
It is not an emotion or an impulse but a decision of a sanctified will. It
consists not in feeling but in the transformation of the whole heart, soul,
and character, which is dead to self and alive unto God. Our Lord and
Saviour asks us to give ourselves to Him. Surrendering self to God is all
He requires, giving ourselves to Him to be employed as He sees fit. Until
we come to this point of surrender, we shall not work happily, usefully,
or successfully anywhere. {1MCP 206.1}

The root of all true self-sacrifice is an affection for the Lord Jesus so
strong that it makes the wearing of His yoke easy and pleasant, and leads
men to choose to learn His meekness and lowliness. {Lt39-1902.8}
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THE EASY YOKE - COMPLETE PEACE THROUGH
COMPLETE SUBMISSION

When we receive Christ as an abiding guest in the soul, the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding, will keep our hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. The Saviour’s life on earth, though lived in the
midst of conflict, was a life of peace. While angry enemies were
constantly pursuing Him, He said, “He that sent Me is with Me: the
Father hath not left Me alone; for | do always those things that please
Him.” John 8:29. No storm of human or satanic wrath could disturb the
calm of that perfect communion with God. And He says to us, “Peace |
leave with you, My peace | give unto you.” “Take My yoke upon you, and
learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest.”
John 14:27; Matthew 11:29. Bear with Me the yoke of service for the
glory of God and the uplifting of humanity, and you will find the yoke
easy and the burden light. {MB 15.2}

When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the
life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil deeds are renounced; love,
humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy takes the
place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the joy of heaven. No one
sees the hand that lifts the burden or beholds the light descend from the
courts above. The blessing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself
to God. Then that power which no human eye can see, creates a new
being in the image of God. {2MCP 760.5}

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee : because he trusteth in thee.

Isaiah 26:3
The LORD is my strength and my shield: my heart

trusted in him, and | am helped: therefore my heart
greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.

Psalms 28:7
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints.

Revelation 19:8

Standing before the broken law of God, the sinner cannot cleanse
himself; but, believing in Christ, he is the object of His infinite love and
clothed in His spotless righteousness. For those who believe in Christ,
Jesus prayed: “Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth: ...that
they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Thee, that they
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that Thou hast sent
me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me | have given them; that they
may be one, even as We are one” (John 17:17-22). “O righteous Father,
the world hath not known Thee: but | have known Thee, and these have
known that Thou hast sent Me. And | have declared unto them Thy
name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me
may be in them, and | in them” (Verses 25, 26). {FW 108.2}

“As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over
thee.” Isaiah 62:5. “He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He
will rest in His love; He will joy over thee with singing.” Zephaniah 3:17.
And heaven and earth shall unite in the Father’s song of rejoicing: “For
this My son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” {COL
207.1}

The Lord has determined that every soul who obeys His Word shall have
His joy, His peace, His continual keeping power. Such men and women
are brought near to Him always, not only when they kneel before Him in
prayer, but also when they take up the duties of life. He has prepared for
them an abiding dwelling place with Himself, where the life is purified
from all grossness, all unloveliness. By this unbroken communion with
Him, they are made co-laborers with Him in their daily lifework. {Ms147-
1899.15}
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of
human devising. Christ in His humanity wrought out a perfect character,
and this character He offers to impart to us. “All our righteousnesses are
as filthy rags.” Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is
defiled by sin. But the Son of God “was manifested to take away our sins;
and in Him is no sin.” Sin is defined to be “the transgression of the law.” 1
John 3:5, 4. But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He
said of Himself, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within
My heart.” Psalm 40:8. When on earth, He said to His disciples, “I have
kept My Father’s commandments.” John 15:10. By His perfect obedience
He has made it possible for every human being to obey God’s
commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united
with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with
His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life.
This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His
righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf
garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of
righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah. {COL
311.4}

God has poured out His love unstintedly, as the showers that refresh the
earth. He says, “Let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth
open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up
together.” “When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and
their tongue faileth for thirst, | the Lord will hear them, | the God of
Israel will not forsake them. | will open rivers in high places, and
fountains in the midst of the valleys: | will make the wilderness a pool of
water, and the dry land springs of water.” Isaiah 45:8; 41:17, 18. {MB
21.1}
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

Your heavenly Father will take from you the garments defiled by sin. In
the beautiful parabolic prophecy of Zechariah, the high priest Joshua,
standing clothed in filthy garments before the angel of the Lord,
represents the sinner. And the word is spoken by the Lord, “Take away
the filthy garments from him. And unto him He said, Behold, | have
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will clothe thee with
change of raiment.... So they set a fair miter upon his head, and clothed
him with garments.” Zechariah 3:4, 5. Even so God will clothe you with
“the garments of salvation,” and cover you with “the robe of
righteousness.” Isaiah 61:10. “Though ye have lien among the pots, yet
shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers
with yellow gold.” Psalm 68:13 He will bring you into His banqueting
house, and His banner over you shall be love. (Song of Solomon 2:4) “If
thou wilt walk in My ways,” He declares, “I will give thee places to walk
among these that stand by” —even among the holy angels that surround
His throne. (Zechariah 3:7.) {COL 206.3}

Let no one take the limited, narrow position that any of the works of
man can help in the least possible way to liquidate the debt of his
transgression. This is a fatal deception. If you would understand it, you
must cease haggling over your pet ideas, and with humble hearts survey
the atonement. This matter is so dimly comprehended that thousands
upon thousands claiming to be sons of God are children of the wicked
one, because they will depend on their own works. God always
demanded good works, the law demands it, but because man placed
himself in sin where his good works were valueless, Jesus’ righteousness
alone can avail. Christ is able to save to the uttermost because He ever
liveth to make intercession for us. All that man can possibly do toward
his own salvation is to accept the invitation, “Whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17). No sin can be committed
by man for which satisfaction has not been met on Calvary. Thus the
cross, in earnest appeals, continually proffers to the sinner a thorough
expiation. {1SM 343.3}
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

The blessings of redeeming love our Saviour compared to a precious
pearl. He illustrated His lesson by the parable of the merchantman
seeking goodly pearls “who, when he had found one pearl of great price,
went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” Christ Himself is the pearl
of great price. In Him is gathered all the glory of the Father, the fullness
of the Godhead. He is the brightness of the Father’s glory and the
express image of His person. The glory of the attributes of God is
expressed in His character. Every page of the Holy Scriptures shines with
His light. The righteousness of Christ, as a pure, white pearl, has no
defect, no stain. No work of man can improve the great and precious gift
of God. It is without a flaw. In Christ are “hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.” Colossians 2:3. He is “made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30.
All that can satisfy the needs and longings of the human soul, for this
world and for the world to come, is found in Christ. Our Redeemer is the
pearl so precious that in comparison all things else may be accounted
loss. {COL 115.1}

The Lord would have His people sound in the faith—not ignorant of the
great salvation so abundantly provided for them. They are not to look
forward, thinking that at some future time a great work is to be done for
them; for the work is now complete. The believer is not called upon to
make his peace with God; he never has nor ever can do this. He is to
accept Christ as his peace, for with Christ is God and peace. Christ made
an end of sin, bearing its heavy curse in His own body on the tree, and
He hath taken away the curse from all those who believe in Him as a
personal Saviour. He makes an end of the controlling power of sin in the
heart, and the life and character of the believer testify to the genuine
character of the grace of Christ. {NL 24.3}
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

The work of redemption involves consequences of which it is difficult for
man to have any conception. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9. As the sinner, drawn by the
power of Christ, approaches the uplifted cross, and prostrates himself
before it, there is a new creation. A new heart is given him. He becomes
a new creature in Christ Jesus. Holiness finds that it has nothing more to
require. God Himself is “the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”
Romans 3:26. And “whom He justified, them He also glorified.” Romans
8:30. Great as is the shame and degradation through sin, even greater
will be the honor and exaltation through redeeming love. To human
beings striving for conformity to the divine image there is imparted an
outlay of heaven’s treasure, an excellency of power, that will place them
higher than even the angels who have never fallen. {COL 162.4}

Abundant grace has been provided that the believing soul may be kept
free from sin; for all heaven, with its limitless resources, has been placed
at our command. We are to draw from the well of salvation. Christ is the
end of law for righteousness to everyone who believeth. In ourselves we
are sinners; but in Christ we are righteous. Having made us righteous
through the imputed righteousness of Christ, God pronounces us just,
and treats us as just. He looks upon us as His dear children. Christ works
against the power of sin, and where sin abounded, grace much more
abounds. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God”
(Romans 5:1, 2). {1SM 394.1}

God waits to bestow the blessing of forgiveness of sins, of pardon for
iniquity, of the gift of righteousness, upon all who will believe in his love
and accept of his salvation. {ST June 6,1895, par.9}
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

Ill

In the prophecy of Daniel it was recorded of Christ that He shall “make
reconciliation for iniquity, and ... bring in everlasting righteousness”
(Daniel 9:24). Every soul may say: “By His perfect obedience He has
satisfied the claims of the law, and my only hope is found in looking to
Him as my substitute and surety, who obeyed the law perfectly for me.
By faith in His merits | am free from the condemnation of the law. He
clothes me with His righteousness, which answers all the demands of the
law. | am complete in Him who brings in everlasting righteousness. He
presents me to God in the spotless garment of which no thread was
woven by any human agent. All is of Christ, and all the glory, honor, and
majesty are to be given to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins
of the world.” {1SM 396.1}

All may come to Him, and receive of His fullness. He says, “Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest”
(Matthew 11:28). Then why not cast aside all unbelief and heed the
words of Jesus? You want rest; you long for peace. Then say from the
heart, “Lord Jesus, | come, because Thou hast given me this invitation.”
Believe in Him with steadfast faith, and He will save you. Have you been
looking unto Jesus, who is the author and finisher of your faith? Have
you been beholding Him who is full of truth and grace? Have you
accepted the peace which Christ alone can give? If you have not, then
yield to Him, and through His grace seek for a character that will be
noble and elevated. Seek for a constant, resolute, cheerful spirit. Feed on
Christ, who is the bread of life, and you will manifest His loveliness of
character and spirit. {1SM 398.2}

The costly, spotless robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has been
provided for the repenting, believing sinner, and he may say: “I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10). {AG 181.3}
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A WHITE ROBE IS GIVEN TO YOU

Grace abounds with Christ, and those who take their position on the side
of the Redeemer become new creatures. In character they become one
with God. Herein is love! God places the virtues of His character upon
those who receive Him. Through His infinite sacrifice He lifts the human
race from its position of slavery to the will of Satan and makes men and
women sons and daughters of the heavenly King. {CTr 32.5}

“We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Christ is the sinner’s advocate. Those who
accept His gospel behold Him with open face. They see the relation of
His mission to the law, and they acknowledge God’s wisdom and glory as
revealed by the Saviour. The glory of Christ is revealed in the law, which
is a transcript of His character, and His transforming efficacy is felt upon
the soul until men become changed to His likeness. They are made
partakers of the divine nature, and grow more and more like their
Saviour, advancing step by step in conformity to the will of God, till they
reach perfection. {1SM 240.3}

You are to come to God as a repenting sinner, through the name of Jesus,
the divine Advocate, to a merciful, forgiving Father, believing that He will
do just as He has promised. Let those who desire the blessing of God
knock, and wait at the throne of mercy, with firm assurance, saying, “For
thou, O Lord, hast said, ‘For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” The Lord
longs to have those who seek after God believe in Him who is able to do
all things. {1SM 328.3}

This sanctification we must all experience, else we can never gain eternal

life. It is obtained by a union with Christ, a union which no power of
Satan can break. {Ms68-1898.21}
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In harmony with this experience is the command, “Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” Philippians 2:12, 13. God
does not bid you fear that He will fail to fulfill His promises, that His
patience will weary, or His compassion be found wanting. Fear lest your
will shall not be held in subjection to Christ’s will, lest your hereditary
and cultivated traits of character shall control your life. “It is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” Fear lest self
shall interpose between your soul and the great Master Worker. Fear lest
self-will shall mar the high purpose that through you God desires to
accomplish. Fear to trust to your own strength, fear to withdraw your
hand from the hand of Christ and attempt to walk life’s pathway without
His abiding presence. {COL 161.1}

But we must have a knowledge of ourselves, a knowledge that will result
in contrition, before we can find pardon and peace. The Pharisee felt no
conviction of sin. The Holy Spirit could not work with him. His soul was
encased in a self-righteous armor which the arrows of God, barbed and
true-aimed by angel hands, failed to penetrate. It is only he who knows
himself to be a sinner that Christ can save. He came “to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” Luke 4:18. But
“they that are whole need not a physician.” Luke 5:31. We must know
our real condition, or we shall not feel our need of Christ’s help. We
must understand our danger, or we shall not flee to the refuge. We must
feel the pain of our wounds, or we should not desire healing. {COL 158.2}

Christ longs to bring you back to Him, that He may give to you eternal life
and the abundance of the glory of an unfallen world. He desires to kindle
in your hearts the divine hope that, by becoming partakers of the divine
nature, even at this late hour, you may escape the corruption that is in
the world through lust. {Lt196-1903.20}
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It was when Moses was hidden in the cleft of the rock that he beheld the
glory of God. It is when we hide in the riven Rock that Christ will cover us
with His own pierced hand, and we shall hear what the Lord saith unto
His servants. To us as to Moses, God will reveal Himself as “merciful and
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.”
Exodus 34:6, 7. {COL 162.3}

He has made a complete sacrifice to bring to men and women that
benevolence which dwells in His own heart. He has sent His Holy Spirit to
impress the mind and heart, to lead men to love their fellow men as
Christ has loved them. {RH January 7,1902, Art.A, par.8}

No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants
of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me,
saith the LORD.

Isaiah 54:17
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But 1 am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me.
Psalms 40:17

The Lord’s care is over all His creatures. He loves them all and makes no
difference, except that He has the most tender pity for those who are
called to bear life’s heaviest burdens. God’s children must meet trials and
difficulties. But they should accept their lot with a cheerful spirit,
remembering that for all that the world neglects to bestow, God Himself
will make up to them in the best of favors. {MH 199.3}

God’s love for His church is infinite. His care over His heritage is
unceasing. He suffers no affliction to come upon the church but such as
is essential for her purification, her present and eternal good. He will
purify His church even as He purified the temple at the beginning and
close of His ministry on earth. All that He brings upon the church in test
and trial comes that His people may gain deeper piety and more strength
to carry the triumphs of the cross to all parts of the world. {LDE 153.4}

God cares for everything and sustains everything that He has
created....No tears are shed that He does not notice. There is no smile
that He does not mark.

If we would but fully believe this, all undue anxieties would be
dismissed. Our lives would not be so filled with disappointment as now;
for everything, whether great or small, would be left in the hands of
God, who is not perplexed by the multiplicity of cares or overwhelmed
by their weight. We should then enjoy a rest of soul to which many have
long been strangers. {2MCP 472.1}

Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears
before God. You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary Him His heart of
love is touched by our sorrows and even by our utterances of them.
{2MCP 480.3}
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We should remember that the church, enfeebled and defective though it
be, is the only object on earth on which Christ bestows His supreme
regard. He is constantly watching it with solicitude, and is strengthening
it by His Holy Spirit. {LDE 58.3}

In Christ is the tenderness of the shepherd, the affection of the parent,
and the matchless grace of the compassionate Saviour. His blessings He
presents in the most alluring terms. He is not content merely to
announce these blessings; He presents them in the most attractive way,
to excite a desire to possess them. So His servants are to present the
riches of the glory of the unspeakable Gift. The wonderful love of Christ
will melt and subdue hearts, when the mere reiteration of doctrines
would accomplish nothing. “Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith
your God.” “O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your
God! ... He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs
with His arm, and carry them in His bosom.” Isaiah 40:1, 9-11. Tell the
people of Him who is “the Chiefest among ten thousand,” and the One
“altogether lovely.” The Song of Solomon 5:10, 16. Words alone cannot
tell it. Let it be reflected in the character and manifested in the life.
Christ is sitting for His portrait in every disciple. Every one God has
predestinated to be “conformed to the image of His Son.” Romans 8:29.
In every one Christ’s long-suffering love, His holiness, meekness, mercy,
and truth are to be manifested to the world. {DA 826.3}

To every soul who receives Him, Christ manifests His gentleness,
tenderness, and love. He longs to have you love and obey Him, that you
may be eternally happy in His everlasting kingdom. He would have you
disappoint the devil, who is seeking for the mastery of your life that he
may take control of your character building. You cannot afford to allow
the enemy to have dominion over you. {Lt196-1903.19}
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All who have chosen God'’s service are to rest in His care. Christ pointed
to the birds flying in the heavens, to the flowers of the field, and bade
His hearers consider these objects of God’s creation. “Are not ye of much
more value than they?” He said. Matthew 6:26, R. V. The measure of
divine attention bestowed on any object is proportionate to its rank in
the scale of being. The little brown sparrow is watched over by
Providence. The flowers of the field, the grass that carpets the earth,
share the notice and care of our heavenly Father. The great Master Artist
has taken thought for the lilies, making them so beautiful that they
outshine the glory of Solomon. How much more does He care for man,
who is the image and glory of God. He longs to see His children reveal a
character after His similitude. As the sunbeam imparts to the flowers
their varied and delicate tints, so does God impart to the soul the beauty
of His own character. {DA 313.2}

He who causes the seed to spring up, who tends it day and night, who
gives it power to develop, is the Author of our being, the King of heaven,
and He exercises still greater care and interest in behalf of His children.
While the human sower is planting the seed to sustain our earthly life,
the Divine Sower will plant in the soul the seed that will bring forth fruit
unto life everlasting. {COL 89.1}

The hand that sustains the worlds in space, the hand that holds in their
orderly arrangement and tireless activity all things throughout the
universe of God, is the hand that was nailed to the cross for us. {Ed
132.1}

For since the beginning of the world men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen,
O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that
waiteth for him.

Isaiah 64:4
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He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou trust:

his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
Psalms 91:4

If we surrender our lives to His service, we can never be placed in a
position for which God has not made provision. Whatever may be our
situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexities,
we have a sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or
loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend. If in our ignorance we make
missteps, Christ does not leave us. His voice, clear and distinct, is heard
saying, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” John 14:6. “He shall
deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no
helper.” Psalm 72:12. {COL 173.1}

The souls that turn to Him for refuge, Jesus lifts above the accusing and
the strife of tongues. No man or evil angel can impeach these souls.
Christ unites them to His own divine-human nature. They stand beside
the great Sin Bearer in the light proceeding from the throne of God. The
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses “from all sin.” 1 John 1:7. “Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God'’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he
that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for
us.” Romans 8:33, 34. {MH 90.4}

The angels of heaven are sent forth to minister to those who shall be
heirs of salvation. We know not now who they are; it is not yet made
manifest who shall overcome, and share the inheritance of the saints in
light; but angels of heaven are passing throughout the length and
breadth of the earth, seeking to comfort the sorrowing, to protect the
imperiled, to win the hearts of men to Christ. Not one is neglected or
passed by. God is no respecter of persons, and He has an equal care for
all the souls He has created. {DA 639.1}
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Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread out your case before the Lord.
Your spirit will be braced for endurance. The way will be open for you to
disentangle yourself from embarrassment and difficulty. The weaker and
more helpless you know yourself to be, the stronger will you become in
His strength. The heavier your burdens, the more blessed the rest in
casting them upon your Burden Bearer. {MH 72.1}

The rainbow of promise encircling the throne on high is an everlasting
testimony that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16. It testifies to the universe that God will never
forsake His children in the struggle with evil. It is an assurance to us of
strength and protection as long as the throne itself shall endure. {MH
94.4}

When sin struggles for the mastery in your soul, and burdens the
conscience, look to the Saviour. His grace is sufficient to subdue sin. Let
your grateful heart, trembling with uncertainty, turn to Him. Lay hold on
the hope set before you. Christ waits to adopt you into His family. His
strength will help your weakness; He will lead you step by step. Place
your hand in His, and let Him guide you. {MH 85.1}

Through most wonderful workings of divine providence, mountains of
difficulty will be removed and cast into the sea. {CM 119.3}

Our Saviour is touched by human woe, whatever it may be. He is our
Burden-bearer. He gives to the weary ones the invitation, “Come unto
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for | am meek and lowly in heart,
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” We must each come to this
precious Saviour for counsel. {Lt48-1899.32}
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All the perplexities of life’s experience will then be made plain. Where to
us have appeared only confusion and disappointment, broken purposes
and thwarted plans, will be seen a grand, overruling, victorious purpose,
a divine harmony. There Jesus will lead us beside the living stream
flowing from the throne of God and will explain to us the dark
providences through which on this earth He brought us in order to
perfect our characters. All that has perplexed us in the providences of
God will in the world to come be made plain. The things hard to be
understood will then find explanation. The mysteries of grace will unfold
before us. Where our finite minds discovered only confusion and broken
promises, we shall see the most perfect and beautiful harmony. We shall
know that infinite love ordered the experiences that seemed most
trying. As we realize the tender care of Him who makes all things work
together for our good, we shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory. {LDE 303.2}

To pray as Nehemiah prayed in his hour of need is a resource at the
command of the Christian under circumstances when other forms of
prayer may be impossible. Toilers in the busy walks of life, crowded and
almost overwhelmed with perplexity, can send up a petition to God for
divine guidance. Travelers by sea and land, when threatened with some
great danger, can thus commit themselves to Heaven’s protection. In
times of sudden difficulty or peril the heart may send up its cry for help
to One who has pledged Himself to come to the aid of His faithful,
believing ones whenever they call upon Him. In every circumstance,
under every condition, the soul weighed down with grief and care, or
fiercely assailed by temptation, may find assurance, support, and succor
in the unfailing love and power of a covenant-keeping God. {Pr 47.2}

But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly
for himself the LORD will hear when 1 call unto him.

Psalms 4:3
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I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am
known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know

I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.
John 10:14-15

Every human being is the object of loving interest to Him who gave His
life that He might bring men back to God. Souls guilty and helpless, liable
to be destroyed by the arts and snares of Satan, are cared for as a
shepherd cares for the sheep of his flock. {MH 162.1}

Though now He has ascended to the presence of God, and shares the
throne of the universe, Jesus has lost none of His compassionate nature.
Today the same tender, sympathizing heart is open to all the woes of
humanity. Today the hand that was pierced is reached forth to bless
more abundantly His people that are in the world. “And they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.” The soul that
has given himself to Christ is more precious in His sight than the whole
world. The Saviour would have passed through the agony of Calvary that
one might be saved in His kingdom. He will never abandon one for whom
He has died. Unless His followers choose to leave Him, He will hold them
fast. {DA 480.5}

“The Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out
of the fire?” When Satan seeks to cover the people of God with
blackness, and ruin them, Christ interposes. Although they have sinned,
Christ has taken the guilt of their sins upon His own soul. He has
snatched the race as a brand from the fire. By His human nature He is
linked with man, while through His divine nature He is one with the
infinite God. Help is brought within the reach of perishing souls. The
adversary is rebuked. {COL 169.1}
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The revelation of His own glory in the form of humanity will bring heaven
so near to men that the beauty adorning the inner temple will be seen in
every soul in whom the Saviour dwells. Men will be captivated by the
glory of an abiding Christ. And in currents of praise and thanksgiving
from the many souls thus won to God, glory will flow back to the great
Giver. {COL 420.2}

Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears
before God. You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary Him His heart of
love is touched by our sorrows and even by our utterances of them. Take
to Him everything that perplexes the mind. Nothing is too great for Him
to bear, for He holds up worlds, He rules over all the affairs of the
universe. Nothing that in any way concerns our peace is too small for
Him to notice. There is no chapter in our experience too dark for Him to
read; there is no perplexity too difficult for Him to unravel. No calamity
can befall the least of His children, no anxiety harass the soul, no joy
cheer, no sincere prayer escape the lips, of which our heavenly Father is
unobservant, or in which He takes no immediate interest.... The relations
between God and each soul are as distinct and full as though there were
not another soul upon the earth to share His watchcare, not another
soul for whom He gave His beloved Son. {2MCP 480.3}

Now we find that the battlements can be reached, that God is above the
ladder and is waiting with arms outstretched to help every soul who will
come into the everlasting kingdom of our God. Praise His holy name! Ye
inhabitants of the earth, praise Him! And why? Because through Jesus
Christ—whose long human arm encircles the race while with His divine
arm He grasps the throne of the Almighty—the gulf is bridged with His
own body; and this atom of a world, which was separated from the
continent of heaven by sin and became an island, is again reinstated
because Christ bridged the gulf—Christ has bridged it!

Here is a soul in danger; well, God stands ready to help that soul. All the
heavenly angels will be sent to assist that soul. {CTr 86.6}
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Live in contact with the living Christ, and He will hold you firmly by a
hand that will never let go. Know and believe the love that God has to us,
and you are secure; that love is a fortress impregnable to all the
delusions and assaults of Satan. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower:
the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” Proverbs 18:10. {Pr 302.1}

As Christ bowed upon Jordan’s banks after His baptism, there was a
bright light that descended like a dove of burnished gold and lighted
upon Him, and from heaven was heard a voice saying, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” We read over these words, but
do not take in their significance. We do not seem to understand their
value to us. They are stating to you that you are accepted in the Beloved.
Christ with His long human arm encircles the fallen race, while with His
divine arm He grasps the throne of the Almighty, thus uniting earth with
heaven, and fallen, finite human beings with the Infinite God. And this
earth, which was divorced from heaven, is again united with heaven. A
communication is opened with heaven through Jesus Christ [so] that the
human race, which was fallen, is brought back again into favor with God.
Here Jesus passed into the wilderness of temptation, and trial is brought
to bear upon Him one hundred times more trying than that brought
upon Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. {CTr 211.2}

“If a man love Me,” Christ said, “he will keep My words; and My Father
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him.” John 14:23. The spell of a stronger, a perfect mind will be over us;
for we have a living connection with the source of all-enduring strength.
In our divine life we shall be brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. We
shall no longer live the common life of selfishness, but Christ will live in
us. His character will be reproduced in our nature. Thus shall we bring
forth the fruits of the Holy Spirit—“some thirty, and some sixty, and
some an hundred.” {COL 61.3}
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Of Christ’s relation to His people, there is a beautiful illustration in the
laws given to Israel. When through poverty a Hebrew had been forced to
part with his patrimony, and to sell himself as a bondservant, the duty of
redeeming him and his inheritance fell to the one who was nearest of
kin. See Leviticus 25:25, 47-49; Ruth 2:20. So the work of redeeming us
and our inheritance, lost through sin, fell upon Him who is “near of kin”
unto us. It was to redeem us that He became our kinsman. Closer than
father, mother, brother, friend, or lover is the Lord our Saviour. “Fear
not,” He says, “for | have redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name;
thou art Mine.” “Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast been
honorable, and | have loved thee: therefore will | give men for thee, and
people for thy life.” Isaiah 43:1, 4. Christ loves the heavenly beings that
surround His throne; but what shall account for the great love wherewith
He has loved us? We cannot understand it, but we can know it true in
our own experience. And if we do hold the relation of kinship to Him,
with what tenderness should we regard those who are brethren and
sisters of our Lord! Should we not be quick to recognize the claims of our
divine relationship? Adopted into the family of God, should we not
honor our Father and our kindred? {DA 327.4}

Then let us educate our hearts and lips to speak the praise of God for His
matchless love. Let us educate our souls to be hopeful and to abide in
the light shining from the cross of Calvary. Never should we forget that
we are children of the heavenly King, sons and daughters of the Lord of
hosts. It is our privilege to maintain a calm repose in God. {MH 253.1}

Oh, if we only knew and could comprehend what Jesus is to us, what an
amount of needless worry would be forever laid aside! Unbelief would
be swept away. Then the Lord Jesus could unfold to us the value of the
human soul. Then would every voice be heard, as was the voice of John,
“We have known and believed the love that God hath to us.” {ST
November 23,1891, par.11}
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Let the glorious conceptions of God possess your mind. Let your life be
knit by hidden links to the life of Jesus. He who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness is willing to shine in your heart, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit will take the things of God and show them unto you, conveying
them as a living power into the obedient heart. Christ will lead you to the
threshold of the Infinite. You may behold the glory beyond the veil, and
reveal to men the sufficiency of Him who ever liveth to make
intercession for us. {COL 149.3}

Christ identifies Himself with His people. As their representative and
surety, He is represented as placing Himself by their side by the altar;
and their prayers ascending to the Father in His name are fragrant with
the incense of His own merits. The prayers of the saints multiply the
voice of His own intercession, and He gives to the prayers His own
efficiency. {Ms8-1892.5}

.. neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all;
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's

hand.
John 10:28-29
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As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend
Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing
over he will preserve it.

Isaiah 31:5

The Saviour regards with infinite tenderness the souls whom He has
purchased with His blood. They are the claim of His love. He looks upon
them with unutterable longing. {MH 44.2}

No human being possesses sensibilities so acute or a nature so refined as
does our Saviour. And what patience He manifests toward us! Year after
year He bears with our weakness and ignorance, with our ingratitude
and waywardness. Notwithstanding all our wanderings, and hardness of
heart, our neglect of His holy words, His hand is stretched out still. And
He bids us, “Love one another as | have loved you.” [John 13:34.] {GW
496.4}

Jesus calls to every wanderer, “My son, give Me thine heart.” [Proverbs
23:26.] “Return, ye backsliding children, and | will heal your
backslidings.” [Jeremiah 3:22.] The youth cannot be truly happy without
the love of Jesus. He is waiting with pitying tenderness to hear the
confessions of the wayward, and to accept their penitence. He watches
for some return of gratitude from them, as the mother watches for the
smile of recognition from her beloved babe. The great God teaches us to
call Him Father. He would have us understand how earnestly and
tenderly His heart yearns over us in all our trials and temptations. “Like
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.”
[Psalm 103:13.] The mother might sooner forget her child than God
could forget one soul that trusts Him. {GW 209.2}
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The parable of the prodigal son and that of the lost piece of silver teach
the same lesson. Every soul that is especially imperiled by falling into
temptation causes pain to the heart of Christ and calls forth His
tenderest sympathy and most earnest labor. Over one sinner that
repenteth, His joy is greater than over the ninety and nine who need no
repentance. {2TT 247.1}

The Saviour is bending over the purchase of His blood, saying with
inexpressible tenderness and pity, “Wilt thou be made whole?” He bids
you arise in health and peace. Do not wait to feel that you are made
whole. Believe the Saviour’s word. Put your will on the side of Christ. Will
to serve Him, and in acting upon His word you will receive strength.
Whatever may be the evil practice, the master passion which through
long indulgence binds both soul and body, Christ is able and longs to
deliver. He will impart life to the soul that is “dead in trespasses.”
Ephesians 2:1. He will set free the captive that is held by weakness and
misfortune and the chains of sin. {MH 84.4}

If you can inspire the despondent with hopeful, saving faith,
contentment and cheerfulness will take the place of discouragement and
unrest. Wonderful changes can then be wrought in their physical
condition. Christ will restore both body and soul, and realizing His
compassion and love, they will rest in Him. He is the bright and morning
star, shining amid the moral darkness of this sinful, corrupt world. He is
the light of the world, and all who give their hearts to Him will find
peace, rest, and joy. {2MCP 804.2}

There is need of the tender sympathy of Christ in human hearts—Ilove
for human beings whom Christ has esteemed of such value that He gave
His own life to save them from ruin. They are precious, more precious
than any gold you can bring into the treasury. {Ms34-1894.12}
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He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to sympathize with the
sufferings of humanity. Not only does Christ know every soul, and the
peculiar needs and trials of that soul, but He knows all the circumstances
that chafe and perplex the spirit. His hand is outstretched in pitying
tenderness to every suffering child. Those who suffer most have most of
His sympathy and pity. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
and He desires us to lay our perplexities and troubles at His feet and
leave them there. {MH 249.3}

Tell the suffering ones of a compassionate Saviour.... He looks with
compassion upon those who regard their case as hopeless. While the
soul is filled with fear and terror, the mind cannot see the tender
compassion of Christ. Our sanitariums are to be an agency for bringing
peace and rest to the troubled minds. {2MCP 804.1}

Christ delights to take apparently hopeless material, those whom Satan
has debased and through whom he has worked and make them the
subjects of His grace.... He makes His children His agents in the
accomplishment of his work, and in its success, even in this life, they find
a precious reward. {ChS 269.6}

Through the cross we learn that our Heavenly Father loves us with an
infinite and everlasting love, and draws us to him with more than a
mother’s yearning sympathy for a wayward child. {RH April 29,1902,
Art.A, par.14}

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should
not have compassion on the son of her womb?
yea, they may forget, yet will 1 not forget thee.

Isaiah 49:15
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For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that secketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Matthew 7:8

God Hears Every Sincere Prayer—The Bible shows us God in His high and
holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and solitude, but
surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of
thousands of holy intelligences, all waiting to do His will. Through
channels which we cannot discern He is in active communication with
every part of His dominion. But it is in this speck of a world, in the souls
that He gave His only-begotten Son to save, that His interest and the
interest of all heaven is centered. God is bending from His throne to hear
the cry of the oppressed. To every sincere prayer He answers, “Here am
I.” He uplifts the distressed and downtrodden. In all our afflictions He is
afflicted. In every temptation and every trial the angel of His presence is
near to deliver. {Pr 35.1}

Through sincere prayer we are brought into connection with the mind of
the Infinite. We may have no remarkable evidence at the time that the
face of our Redeemer is bending over us in compassion and love, but this
is even so. We may not feel His visible touch, but His hand is upon us in
love and pitying tenderness. {Pr 37}

You who feel the most unworthy, fear not to commit your case to God.
When He gave Himself in Christ for the sin of the world, He undertook
the case of every soul. “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things?” Romans 8:32. Will He not fulfill the gracious word given for our
encouragement and strength? {COL 174.2}
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The Comforter Comes in Answer to the Prayer of Faith—At all times and
in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems
dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the
Comforter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith. Circumstances
may separate us from every earthly friend; but no circumstance, no
distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we
are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support,
sustain, uphold, and cheer. {Pr 62.4}

God has a heaven full of blessings that He wants to bestow on those who
are earnestly seeking for that help which the Lord alone can give. {Pr
48.2}

It is a part of God’s plan to grant us, in answer to the prayer of faith, that
which He would not bestow did we not thus ask. {Pr 47.3}

Let all who are afflicted or unjustly used, cry to God. Turn away from
those whose hearts are as steel, and make your requests known to your
Maker. Never is one repulsed who comes to Him with a contrite heart.
Not one sincere prayer is lost. Amid the anthems of the celestial choir,
God hears the cries of the weakest human being. We pour out our
heart’s desire in our closets, we breathe a prayer as we walk by the way,
and our words reach the throne of the Monarch of the universe. They
may be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die away into
silence, nor can they be lost through the activities of business that are
going on. Nothing can drown the soul’s desire. It rises above the din of
the street, above the confusion of the multitude, to the heavenly courts.
It is God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard. {COL 174.1}

The Father hears every prayer of His contrite children. The voice of
supplication from the earth unites with the voice of our Intercessor, who
pleads in heaven, whose voice the Father always hears. {HP 79.4}
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Every earnest petition for grace and strength will be answered.... Ask
God to do for you those things that you cannot do for yourselves. Tell
Jesus everything. Lay open before Him the secrets of your heart; for His
eye searches the inmost recesses of the soul, and He reads your
thoughts as an open book. When you have asked for the things that are
necessary for your soul’s good, believe that you receive them, and you
shall have them. Accept His gifts with your whole heart; for Jesus has
died that you might have the precious things of heaven as your own, and
at last find a home with the heavenly angels in the kingdom of God. {Pr
100.1}

God Hears Jesus’ Intercession Mingled With Our Prayers—Christ has
pledged Himself to be our substitute and surety, and He neglects no one.
There is an inexhaustible fund of perfect obedience accruing from His
obedience. In heaven His merits, His self-denial and self-sacrifice, are
treasured as incense to be offered up with the prayers of His people. As
the sinner’s sincere, humble prayers ascend to the throne of God, Christ
mingles with them the merits of His own life of perfect obedience. Our
prayers are made fragrant by this incense. Christ has pledged Himself to
intercede in our behalf, and the Father always hears His Son.{Pr 36.3}

If you will find voice and time to pray, God will find time and voice to
answer. {Pr 100.2}

God hears the prayers of all who seek Him in truth. He has the power
that we all need. He fills the heart with love, and joy, and peace, and
holiness. {Pr 34.3}

God wants us to be happy. He desires to put a new song in our lips, even
praise to our God. He wants us to believe that He forgives our sins, and
takes away our unrighteousness. He wants us to make melody in our
hearts to Him. {BEcho September 24,1900, par.2}
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It is when we come into difficult places that He reveals His power and
wisdom in answer to humble prayer. Have confidence in Him as a prayer-
hearing, prayer-answering God. He will reveal Himself to you as One who
can help in every emergency. He who created man, who gave him his
wonderful physical, mental, and spiritual faculties, will not withhold that
which is necessary to sustain the life He has given. He who has given us
His word—the leaves of the tree of life—will not withhold from us a
knowledge of how to provide food for His needy children. {MH 199.4}

Our Lord watches over His sheep and lambs by day and by night, and it is
not the will of our heavenly Father that even one of His little ones should
perish. The work was enjoined upon Peter, Feed My lambs; feed My sheep.
Great is the love of our heavenly Father for every soul for whom Christ has
died. In the parable the one who asked was for a time refused, but
afterward he was given as much as he needed. But the Lord says, “Ask, and
it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find.” You need not fear an improper
hour. His eye never slumbers nor sleeps. He always hears the prayer of the
humble suppliant and grants His blessing. He never turns away unblest
those who seek Him with the whole heart. {Ms59-1900.19}

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him.

Psalms 91:15

Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, he will give it you.

John 16:23
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GOD NEVER LEAVES YOU ALONE

And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will
be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee:
fear not, neither be dismayed.

Deuteronomy 31:8

Christ will never abandon the soul for whom He has died. The soul may
leave Him and be overwhelmed with temptation, but Christ can never
turn from one for whom He has paid the ransom of His own life. Could
our spiritual vision be quickened, we should see souls bowed under
oppression and burdened with grief, pressed as a cart beneath sheaves
and ready to die in discouragement. We should see angels flying swiftly
to aid these tempted ones, who are standing as on the brink of a
precipice. The angels from heaven force back the hosts of evil that
encompass these souls, and guide them to plant their feet on the sure
foundation. The battles waging between the two armies are as real as
those fought by the armies of this world, and on the issue of the spiritual
conflict eternal destinies depend. {MB 118.4}

Never feel that Christ is far away. He is always near. His loving presence
surrounds you. Seek Him as One who desires to be found of you. He
desires you not only to touch His garments, but to walk with Him in
constant communion. {MH 85.2}

He who dwells in the heavenly sanctuary judges righteously. His pleasure
is more in His people, struggling with temptation in a world of sin, than
in the host of angels that surround His throne. {COL 176.1}

You are never alone. You are never in a place where you have no one to
have interest in you. Our heavenly Father has given His Son to die for
you. The cross of Calvary testified that He takes a deep interest in your
welfare, for you are the purchase of the Son of God, and you are the
subject of many prayers. {TDG 184.3}
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All who choose Christ’s kingdom of love and righteousness and peace,
making its interest paramount to all other, are linked to the world above,
and every blessing needed for this life is theirs. In the book of God’s
providence, the volume of life, we are each given a page. That page
contains every particular of our history; even the hairs of the head are
numbered. God'’s children are never absent from His mind. {DA 313.3}

The greatness of God is to us incomprehensible. “The Lord’s throne is in
heaven” (Psalm 11:4); yet by His Spirit He is everywhere present. He has
an intimate knowledge of, and a personal interest in, all the works of His
hand. {Ed 132.2}

Oh, that we could all realize the nearness of heaven to earth! When the
earthborn children know it not, they have the angels of light as their
companions; for the heavenly messengers are sent forth to minister to
those who shall be heirs of salvation. A silent witness guards every soul
that lives, seeking to win and draw him to Christ. The angels never leave
the tempted one a prey to the enemy who would destroy the souls of
men if permitted to do so. As long as there is hope, until they resist the
Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin, men are guarded by heavenly
intelligences. {Pr 255.3}

Oh, that all could behold our precious Saviour as He is, a Saviour. Let His
hand draw aside the veil which conceals His glory from our eyes. It
shows Him in His high and holy place. What do we see? Our Saviour, not
in a position of silence and inactivity. He is surrounded with heavenly
intelligences, cherubim, and seraphim, ten thousand times ten thousand
of angels. All these heavenly beings have one object above all others, in
which they are intensely interested—His church in a world of
corruption.... They are working for Christ under His commission, to save
to the uttermost all who look to Him and believe in Him. {Pr 255.4}
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Circumstances may separate friends; the restless waters of the wide sea
may roll between us and them. But no circumstances, no distance, can
separate us from the Saviour. Wherever we may be, He is at our right
hand, to support, maintain, uphold, and cheer. Greater than the love of a
mother for her child is Christ’s love for His redeemed. It is our privilege
to rest in His love, to say, “I will trust Him; for He gave His life for me.”
Human love may change, but Christ’s love knows no change. When we
cry to Him for help, His hand is stretched out to save. {MH 72.3}

When temptations assail you, when care, perplexity, and darkness seem
to surround your soul, look to the place where you last saw the light.
Rest in Christ’s love and under His protecting care. When sin struggles for
the mastery in the heart, when guilt oppresses the soul and burdens the
conscience, when unbelief clouds the mind, remember that Christ’s
grace is sufficient to subdue sin and banish the darkness. Entering into
communion with the Saviour, we enter the region of peace. {MH 250.1}

Then as a little child, come to God, presenting yourself as suppliant at His
feet; for we need not ascend into the heavens to bring Jesus down; nor
into the earth to bring Him up; for He is ever near us. He says, “Behold, |
stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me”
(Revelation 3:20). How willing is Christ to take possession of the soul
temple if we will let Him! He is represented as waiting and knocking at
the door of the heart. Then why does He not enter? It is because the
love of sin has closed the door of the heart. As soon as we consent to
give sin up, to acknowledge our guilt, the barrier is removed between
the soul and the Saviour. {1SM 325.3}
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The surrender must be complete. Every weak, doubting, struggling soul
who vyields fully to the Lord is placed in direct touch with agencies that
enable him to overcome. Heaven is near to him, and he has the support
and help of angels of mercy in every time of trial and need. {AA 299.1}

“These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, that
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.” These words
assure us of Christ’s constant presence with His church. Those who are
knit together in love will find Him an ever present Friend. Though they
are in the deepest poverty and abasement for Christ’s sake, they
are never alone, never without His sympathy and love. The light of His
presence shines upon all who are united in Him, and this light they in
turn are to reflect to the world. {Ms121-1899.47}

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way
is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over
from my God: Hast thou not known? hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there
is no searching of his understanding.

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no
might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But
they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,

and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Isaiah 40:27-31
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GOD IS WITH YOU IN EVERY TRIAL

When thou passest through the waters, 1 will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee:
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

Isaiah 43:2

Christ desires nothing so much as to redeem His heritage from the
dominion of Satan. But before we are delivered from Satan’s power
without, we must be delivered from his power within. The Lord permits
trials in order that we may be cleansed from earthliness, from
selfishness, from harsh, unchristlike traits of character. He suffers the
deep waters of affliction to go over our souls in order that we may know
Him and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, in order that we may have deep
heart longings to be cleansed from defilement, and may come forth from
the trial purer, holier, happier. Often we enter the furnace of trial with
our souls darkened with selfishness; but if patient under the crucial test,
we shall come forth reflecting the divine character. When His purpose in
the affliction is accomplished, “He shall bring forth thy righteousness as
the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.” Psalm 37:6. {COL 174.3}

God, in His great love, is seeking to develop in us the precious graces of
His Spirit. He permits us to encounter obstacles, persecution, and
hardships, not as a curse, but as the greatest blessing of our lives. Every
temptation resisted, every trial bravely borne, gives us a new experience,
and advances us in the work of character building. The soul that through
divine power resists temptation, reveals to the world and to the
heavenly universe the efficiency of the grace of Christ. {CM 67.2}

It is no sign that Jesus has ceased to love us because we experience
doubts and discouragements. Affliction comes to us in the providence of
God in order that we may see that Christ is our helper, that in him is love
and consolation. {ST May 7,1896, par.1}

84



GOD IS WITH YOU IN EVERY TRIAL

God has always tried His people in the furnace of affliction. It is in the
heat of the furnace that the dross is separated from the true gold of the
Christian character. Jesus watches the test; He knows what is needed to
purify the precious metal, that it may reflect the radiance of His love. It is
by close, testing trials that God disciplines His servants. He sees that
some have powers which may be used in the advancement of His work,
and He puts these persons upon trial; in His providence He brings them
into positions that test their character and reveal defects and
weaknesses that have been hidden from their own knowledge. He gives
them opportunity to correct these defects and to fit themselves for His
service. He shows them their own weakness, and teaches them to lean
upon Him; for He is their only help and safeguard. Thus His object is
attained. They are educated, trained, and disciplined, prepared to fulfill
the grand purpose for which their powers were given them. When God
calls them to action, they are ready, and heavenly angels can unite with
them in the work to be accomplished on the earth. {PP 129.3}

Afflictions, crosses, temptations, adversity, and our varied trials are God’s
workmen to refine us, sanctify us, and fit us for the heavenly garner. {LDE
154.1}

The trials of God’s people may be long and severe, but the Lord never
forgets them. Those who believe the truth and obey the commandments
will find refuge in Christ. They will have the effectual protection of His
ever-loving care as long as they take their position on the side of God
and His law, which ever has governed, and ever will govern, His kingdom.
{CTr 56.7}
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When David was bidden to choose the punishment for his sin, he said,
“Let us fall now into the hand of the Lord; for his mercies are great: and
let me not fall into the hand of man.” He felt that God knew the struggle
and anguish of the soul. When people are enabled to catch a glimpse of
the character of God, they see not in Him the heartless, vindictive spirit
manifested by human agents; they see that affliction and trial are God'’s
appointed means of disciplining His children, and teaching them His way,
that they may lay hold of His grace.... As poor backsliding souls are led to
the river of God’s love, they exclaim, When He hath tried me, | shall
come forth as gold purified. Suffering souls are made patient, trustful,
triumphant in God under adverse circumstances. {CTr 152.4}

Trials are permitted to come upon the chosen people of God. The
expressions are used, “God tempted Abraham,” “God tempted the
children of Israel.” This means that the Lord permitted Satan to tempt
them in order that their faith might be found unto honor and glory when
the judgment shall sit, and when every person shall be judged according
to the deeds done in the body. God knows every heart, every motive,
every thought in the heart; but He permits Satan to try and tempt and
test His believing ones in order that their trust and confidence in God
may be revealed. {CTr 186.3}

He who ruleth in the heavens is our Saviour. He measures every trial, He
watches the furnace fire that must test every soul. When the strongholds
of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of wrath shall strike
through the hearts of His enemies, His people will be safe in His hands.
{Pr 303.2}

The experience gained in the furnace of trial and affliction is worth more
than all the inconvenience and painful experience it costs. {Pr 109.3}
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“Emmanuel, God with us.” [Matthew 1:23.] This means everything to us.
What a broad foundation does it lay for our faith. What a hope, big with
immortality, does it place before the believing soul! God with us in Christ
Jesus to accompany us every step of the journey to heaven. The Holy
Spirit with us as a comforter, a guide in our perplexities, to soothe our
sorrows, and shield us in temptation. “O, the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God!” [Romans 11:33.] {Lt31-1892.28}

When Christ was upon earth, the people flocked to Him and were
comforted in His presence. After He ascended He fulfilled His promise.
He sends the Comforter to be with every believing, obedient child,
wherever they may be. We ought to be the most happy people in the
world, because He is all in all to us. He has told us He would be a
counselor, guide, strength, support and a tender, sympathizing friend. He
is everything we need, the first, last, and best in everything. We want to
praise Him in the morning, at noon, and at night, ever having the door of
our hearts open and inviting Jesus to come and there abide. John 14:23.
“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” {Ms27-
1891.6}

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver:
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an

offering in righteousness.

Malachi 3:3
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GOD SENDS HIS ANGELS TO YOU

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones;
for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.

Matthew 18:10

Angels of glory that do always behold the face of the Father in heaven,
joy in ministering to His little ones. Angels are ever present where they
are most needed, with those who have the hardest battles with self to
fight, and whose surroundings are the most discouraging. Weak and
trembling souls who have many objectionable traits of character are
their special charge. That which selfish hearts would regard as
humiliating service, ministering to those who are wretched and in every
way inferior in character, is the work of the pure, sinless beings from the
courts above. {MH 105.2}

In this speck of a world the whole heavenly universe manifests the
greatest interest, for Christ has paid an infinite price for the souls of its
inhabitants. The world’s Redeemer has bound earth to heaven by ties of
intelligence, for the redeemed of the Lord are here. Heavenly beings still
visit the earth as in the days when they walked and talked with Abraham
and with Moses. Amid the busy activity of our great cities, amid the
multitudes that crowd the thoroughfares and fill the marts of trade
where from morning till evening the people act as if business and sport
and pleasure were all there is to life, where there are so few to
contemplate unseen realities—even here heaven has still its watchers
and its holy ones. {COL 176.2}

Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold companies of
angels that excel in strength stationed about those who have kept the
word of Christ’s patience. With sympathizing tenderness, angels have
witnessed their distress and have heard their prayers. {Pr 252.3}
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We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angel
visitants. It would be well to consider that in all our work we have the co-
operation and care of heavenly beings. Invisible armies of light and
power attend the meek and lowly ones who believe and claim the
promises of God. Cherubim and seraphim and angels that excel in
strength—ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands
—stand at His right hand, “all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation.” Hebrews 1:14. {COL 176.3}

You are not alone in the warfare against wrong. Could the curtain be
rolled back, you would see heavenly angels fighting with you. This they
must do; it is their work to guard the youth. “Are they not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”
Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of angels
minister to the youth. {TA 19.2}

A guardian angel is appointed to every follower of Christ. These heavenly
watchers shield the righteous from the power of the wicked one. This
Satan himself recognized when he said: “Doth Job fear God for nought?
Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he hath on every side?” Job 1:9, 10. The agency by which
God protects His people is presented in the words of the psalmist: “The
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and
delivereth them.” Psalm 34:7. Said the Saviour, speaking of those that
believe in Him: “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones;
for | say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face
of My Father.” Matthew 18:10. The angels appointed to minister to the
children of God have at all times access to His presence. {TA 14.1}

o1



GOD SENDS HIS ANGELS TO YOU

We know not what results a day, an hour, or a moment may determine,
and never should we begin the day without committing our ways to our
heavenly Father. His angels are appointed to watch over us, and if we put
ourselves under their guardianship, then in every time of danger they
will be at our right hand. When unconsciously we are in danger of
exerting a wrong influence, the angels will be by our side, prompting us
to a better course, choosing our words for us, and influencing our
actions. {TA 14.2}

The battlements of heaven are thronged with a great crowd of angels
watching the conflict of human beings with the prince of darkness....
With intense interest they watch to see if the child of God, harassed,
perplexed, persecuted, denounced, defamed, and condemned as was
the Master, will look to heaven for strength. Heaven waits our demand
upon its resources. {CTr 325.6}

Those who labor for the good of others are working in union with the
heavenly angels. They have their constant companionship, their
unceasing ministry. Angels of light and power are ever near, to protect,
to comfort, to heal, to instruct, to inspire. The highest education, the
truest culture, the most exalted service possible to human beings in this
world, are theirs. {TA 21.2}

The golden chain that unites earth and heaven is to elevate man and
bring him on a higher plane, and thus bring him in connection with the
rays of light from heaven. Thus we can be made more precious in the
sight of God than the golden wedge of Ophir. {Ms40-1886.14}

For he shall give his angels charge over thee,
to keep thee in all thy ways.
They shall bear thee up in their hands,
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Psalms 91:11-12
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THE GOLDEN CHAIN

Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of
Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and
their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD thy
God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath

glorified thee.

Isaiah 60:9

The love of Jesus is the golden chain that binds our hearts in tenderest
sympathy with humanity and in complete unity with every soul that
believes. The Spirit of Jesus in my heart will recognize Jesus in the hearts
of my brethren and sisters. Our prayers and hopes are one. The power of
an ever-abiding Saviour is greater than ever before, because the
emergencies are greater. {Ms16-1890.92}

The love of God still yearns over the one who has chosen to separate
from Him, and He sets in operation influences to bring him back to the
Father’s house. The prodigal son in his wretchedness “came to himself.”
The deceptive power that Satan had exercised over him was broken. He
saw that his suffering was the result of his own folly, and he said, “How
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and
| perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my father.” Miserable as he
was, the prodigal found hope in the conviction of his father’s love. It was
that love which was drawing him toward home. So it is the assurance of
God’s love that constrains the sinner to return to God. “The goodness of
God leadeth thee to repentance.” Romans 2:4. A golden chain, the mercy
and compassion of divine love, is passed around every imperiled soul.
The Lord declares, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore
with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3. {COL 202.1}
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He who has given his life to God in ministry to His children is linked with
Him who has all the resources of the universe at His command. His life is
bound up by the golden chain of the immutable promises with the life of
God. The Lord will not fail him in the hour of suffering and need. “My
God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. And in the hour of final need the merciful shall
find refuge in the mercy of the compassionate Saviour and shall be
received into everlasting habitations. {MB 24.1}

Love is the golden chain which binds believing hearts to one another in
willing bonds of friendship, tenderness, and faithful constancy, and
which binds the soul to God. {1TT 322.2}

God’s Love Beyond Definition—The love of Christ is a golden chain that
binds finite, human beings who believe in Jesus Christ to the infinite
God. The love that the Lord has for His children passeth knowledge. No
science can define or explain it. No human wisdom can fathom it. The
more we feel the influence of this love, the more meek and humble shall
we be. {2MCP 801.4}

The fall of our first parents broke the golden chain of implicit obedience
of the human will to the Divine. Obedience has no longer been deemed
an absolute necessity. The human agents follow their own imaginations,
which the Lord said of the inhabitants of the old world were evil and that
continually. {CTr 25.5}

O, how glad | am that you have such a wise, safe Leader. His voice you
now hear, saying to you, Fear not, Lo | am with you, | will help you.
Connected with Jesus Christ by the golden chain of mercy and pardon,
you are connected with the whole heavenly agencies. It is one of the
precious comforts of our faith: we are assured by One that will never lie,
“I will not leave you comfortless.” [John 14:18.] {Lt5a-1891.7}
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Let a living faith run like threads of gold through the performance of
even the smallest duties. Then all the daily work will promote Christian
growth. There will be a continual looking unto Jesus. Love for Him will
give vital force to everything that is undertaken. Thus through the right
use of our talents, we may link ourselves by a golden chain to the higher
world. This is true sanctification; for sanctification consists in the
cheerful performance of daily duties in perfect obedience to the will of
God. {COL 360.2}

The Lord God through Jesus Christ holds out His hand all the day long in
invitation to the sinful and fallen. He will receive all. He welcomes all. It is
His glory to pardon the chief of sinners. He will take the prey from the
mighty, He will deliver the captive, He will pluck the brand from the
burning. He will lower the golden chain of His mercy to the lowest
depths of human wretchedness, and lift up the debased soul
contaminated with sin. {MH 161.3}

The humanity of the Son of God is everything to us. It is the golden chain
that binds our souls to Christ, and through Christ to God. This is to be our
study. Christ was a real man; He gave proof of His humility in becoming a
man. Yet He was God in the flesh. When we approach this subject, we
would do well to heed the words spoken by Christ to Moses at the
burning bush, “Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground”. {1SM 244.1}

Meet around the cross of Calvary in self-sacrifice and self-denial. God
will bless you as you do your best. As you approach the throne of grace,
as you find yourself bound to this throne by the golden chain let down
from heaven to earth to draw men from the pit of sin, your heart will go
out in love for your brethren and sisters who are without God and
without hope in the world. {3TT 404.2}
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THE GOLDEN CHAIN

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Nothing
but divine power can regenerate the human heart and imbue souls with
the love of Christ, which will ever manifest itself with love for those for
whom He died. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. When a man is converted to
God, a new moral taste is supplied, a new motive power is given, and he
loves the things that God loves; for his life is bound up by the golden
chain of the immutable promises to the life of Jesus. Love, joy, peace,
and inexpressible gratitude will pervade the soul, and the language of
him who is blessed will be, “Thy gentleness hath made me great” (Psalm
18:35). {1SM 336.1}

As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have | also sent them into
the world,” that they may be partakers with me in self-denial, self-
sacrifice, and in my sufferings. Yes, he beholds his people in this world,
which is a persecuting world, and all seared and marred with the curse,
and knows that they need all the divine resources of his sympathy and
his love. Our fore-runner hath for us entered within the vail, and yet by
the golden chain of love and truth, he is linked with his people in closest
sympathy. {RH August 15, 1893, par.7}

Receive my instruction, and not silver;
and knowledge rather than choice gold.
For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that
may be desired are not to be compared to it.

Proverbs 8:10-11
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CHAPTER 16

FATHER AND SON -
A SACRIFICE OF LOVE
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FATHER AND SON - A SACRIFICE OF LOVE

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:16

Human beings have severed their connection with God, and their souls
have become palsied and strengthless by the deadly poison of sin. But
there was a time when the proclamation sounded through the heavenly
courts, “lI have found a ransom! A divine life is given as humanity’s
ransom. One equal with the Father has become humanity’s substitute.”...
God gave His only begotten Son to the human race, that people might
become partakers of the divine nature by accepting the remedy for sin
and allowing the divine grace of Christ to work in their lives.... Fallen
humans, by laying hold of the divine power brought within their reach,
can become one with God. Everlasting life is the blessing that Christ
came to give to the world. {CTr 32.3}

In consenting to become man, Christ manifested a humility that is the
marvel of the heavenly intelligences. The act of consenting to be a man
would be no humiliation were it not for the fact of Christ’s exalted pre-
existence. We must open our understanding to realize that Christ laid
aside His royal robe, His kingly crown, His high command, and clothed
His divinity with humanity, that He might meet man where he was, and
bring to the human family moral power to become the sons and
daughters of God. To redeem man, Christ became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross. {1SM 243.3}

By thus pouring the whole treasury of heaven into this world, by giving
us in Christ all heaven itself, God purchased human affection and human
ability. By yielding our minds to Him, they will be cleansed from all
selfishness and covetousness, and filled with unselfish love. The Lord
directs every mind that will be captivated by His love, and reveals to it
the mystery of godliness. {17MR 184.1}
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FATHER AND SON - A SACRIFICE OF LOVE

The humiliation of the man Christ Jesus is incomprehensible to the
human mind; but His divinity and His existence before the world was
formed can never be doubted by those who believe the Word of God.
The apostle Paul speaks of our Mediator, the only-begotten Son of God,
who in a state of glory was in the form of God, the Commander of all the
heavenly hosts, and who, when He clothed His divinity with humanity,
took upon Him the form of a servant. Isaiah declares: “Unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever” (Isaiah 9:6, 7).
{1SM 243.2}

Jesus did not consider heaven a place to be desired while we were lost.
He left the heavenly courts for a life of reproach and insult, and a death
of shame. He who was rich in heaven'’s priceless treasure became poor,
that through His poverty we might be rich. We are to follow in the path
He trod. {MH 105.3}

The world that Satan has claimed and has ruled over with cruel tyranny,
the Son of God has, by one vast achievement, encircled in His love and
connected again with the throne of Jehovah. Cherubim and seraphim,
and the unnumbered hosts of all the unfallen worlds, sang anthems of
praise to God and the Lamb when this triumph was assured. They
rejoiced that the way of salvation had been opened to the fallen race
and that the earth would be redeemed from the curse of sin. How much
more should those rejoice who are the objects of such amazing love! {Pr
290.5}
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FATHER AND SON - A SACRIFICE OF LOVE

Jesus teaches us to call His Father our Father. He is not ashamed to call
us brethren. Hebrews 2:11. So ready, so eager, is the Saviour’s heart to
welcome us as members of the family of God, that in the very first words
we are to use in approaching God He places the assurance of our divine
relationship, “Our Father.” Here is the announcement of that wonderful
truth, so full of encouragement and comfort, that God loves us as He
loves His Son. This is what Jesus said in His last prayer for His disciples,
Thou “hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.” John 17:23. {Pr 290.4}

The Father loves us, not because of the great propitiation, but He
provided the propitiation because He loves us. Christ was the medium
through which He could pour out His infinite love upon a fallen world.
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself” 2 Corinthians
5:19. God suffered with His Son. In the agony of Gethsemane, the death
of Calvary, the heart of Infinite Love paid the price of our redemption.
Jesus said, “Therefore doth My Father love Me, because | lay down My
life, that | might take it again.” John 10:17. That is, “My Father has so
loved you that He even loves Me more for giving My life to redeem you.
In becoming your Substitute and Surety, by surrendering My life, by
taking your liabilities, your transgressions, | am endeared to My Father;
for by My sacrifice, God can be just, and yet the Justifier of him who
believeth in Jesus.”

None but the Son of God could accomplish our redemption; for only He
who was in the bosom of the Father could declare Him. Only He who
knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it manifest.
Nothing less than the infinite sacrifice made by Christ in behalf of fallen
man could express the Father’s love to lost humanity.

“God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son.” He gave
Him not only to live among men, to bear their sins, and die their
sacrifice. He gave Him to the fallen race. Christ was to identify Himself
with the interests and needs of humanity. He who was one with God has
linked Himself with the children of men by ties that are never to be
broken. Jesus is “not ashamed to call them brethren” {SC 14.3}
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FATHER AND SON - A SACRIFICE OF LOVE

Those in the darkness of error are the purchase of the blood of Christ.
They are the fruit of His suffering, and they are to be labored for. Let our
canvassers know that it is for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom that
they are laboring. He will teach them as they go forth to their God-
appointed work, to warn the world of a soon-coming judgment.
Accompanied by the power of persuasion, the power of prayer, the
power of the love of God, the evangelist’'s work will not, cannot, be
without fruit. Think of the interest that the Father and the Son have in
this work. As the Father loves the Son, so the Son loves those that are
His,—those who work as He worked to save perishing souls. None need
feel that they are powerless; for Christ declares, “All power is given unto
Me in heaven and in earth.” He has promised that He will give this power
to His workers. His power is to become their power. They are to link their
souls with God. Christ desires all to enjoy the wealth of His grace, which
is beyond all computation. It is limitless, exhaustless. It is ours by eternal
covenant, if we will be workers together with God. It is ours if we will
unite with Him to bring many sons and daughters to God. {CM 108.2}

The Father gave all honor to His Son, seating Him at His right hand, far
above all principalities and powers. He expressed His great joy and
delight in receiving the crucified One and crowning Him with glory and
honor. And all the favors He has shown to His Son in His acceptance of
the great atonement are shown to His people. Those who have united
their interests in love with Christ are accepted in the Beloved. They
suffered with Christ in His deepest humiliation, and His glorification is of
great interest to them, because they are accepted in Him. God loves
them as He loves His Son. Christ, Emmanuel, stands between God and
the believer, revealing the glory of God to His chosen ones, and covering
their defects and transgressions with the garments of His own spotless
righteousness. {CTr 294.5}
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FATHER AND SON - A SACRIFICE OF LOVE

There are high attainments for the Christian. He may ever be rising to
higher attainments. John had an elevated idea of the privilege of a
Christian. He says, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God” (1 John
3:1). It is not possible for humanity to rise to a higher dignity than is here
implied. To man is granted the privilege of becoming an heir of God and
a joint heir with Christ. To those who have been thus exalted, are
unfolded the unsearchable riches of Christ, which are of a thousandfold
more value than the wealth of the world. Thus, through the merits of
Jesus Christ, finite man is elevated to fellowship with God and with His
dear Son. {SL 16.3}

But He waves them back. Not yet; He cannot now receive the coronet of
glory and the royal robe. He enters into the presence of His Father. He
points to His wounded head, the pierced side, the marred feet; He lifts
His hands, bearing the print of nails. He points to the tokens of His
triumph; He presents to God the wave sheaf, those raised with Him as
representatives of that great multitude who shall come forth from the
grave at His second coming. He approaches the Father, with whom there
is joy over one sinner that repents; who rejoices over one with singing.
Before the foundations of the earth were laid, the Father and the Son
had united in a covenant to redeem man if he should be overcome by
Satan. They had clasped Their hands in a solemn pledge that Christ
should become the surety for the human race. This pledge Christ has
fulfilled. When upon the cross He cried out, “It is finished,” He addressed
the Father. The compact had been fully carried out. Now He declares:
Father, it is finished. | have done Thy will, O My God. | have completed
the work of redemption. If Thy justice is satisfied, “I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am.” John 19:30; 17:24.
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FATHER AND SON - A SACRIFICE OF LOVE

The voice of God is heard proclaiming that justice is satisfied. Satan is
vanquished. Christ’s toiling, struggling ones on earth are “accepted in the
Beloved.” Ephesians 1:6. Before the heavenly angels and the
representatives of unfallen worlds, they are declared justified. Where He
is, there His church shall be. “Mercy and truth are met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other” Psalm 85:10. The
Father’s arms encircle His Son, and the word is given, “Let all the angels
of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6.

With joy unutterable, rulers and principalities and powers acknowledge
the supremacy of the Prince of life. The angel host prostrate themselves
before Him, while the glad shout fills all the courts of heaven, “Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12.

Songs of triumph mingle with the music from angel harps, till heaven
seems to overflow with joy and praise. Love has conquered. The lost is
found. Heaven rings with voices in lofty strains proclaiming, “Blessing,
and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” Revelation 5:13 From that
scene of heavenly joy, there comes back to us on earth the echo of
Christ’s own wonderful words, “l ascend unto My Father, and your
Father; and to My God, and your God.” John 20:17. The family of heaven
and the family of earth are one. For us our Lord ascended, and for us He
lives. “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them.” Hebrews 7:25. {DA 835.1}

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us,
who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things? Romans 8:31-32

...and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ. 1. John 1:3

105



106



CHAPTER 17

YOU ARE A GIFT FROM THE
FATHER FOR HIS SON
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YOU ARE A GIFT FROM THE FATHER FOR HIS SON

1 have manifested thy name unto the men which thou
gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou
gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

John 17:6

Because we are the gift of His Father and the reward of His work, Jesus
loves us as His children. He loves you. Heaven itself can bestow nothing
greater, nothing better. Therefore trust. {HLv 326.3}

Christ’s redeemed ones are His jewels, His precious and peculiar
treasure. “They shall be as the stones of a crown,”—*“the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints.” [Zechariah 9:16; Ephesians 1:18.]
In them “He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied.
[Isaiah 53:11.] {GW 517.2}

The parable of the merchantman seeking goodly pearls has a double
significance: it applies not only to men as seeking the kingdom of
heaven, but to Christ as seeking His lost inheritance. Christ, the heavenly
merchantman seeking goodly pearls, saw in lost humanity the pearl of
price. In man, defiled and ruined by sin, He saw the possibilities of
redemption. Hearts that have been the battleground of the conflict with
Satan, and that have been rescued by the power of love, are more
precious to the Redeemer than are those who have never fallen. God
looked upon humanity, not as vile and worthless; He looked upon it in
Christ, saw it as it might become through redeeming love. He collected
all the riches of the universe, and laid them down in order to buy the
pearl. And Jesus, having found it, resets it in His own diadem. “For they
shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon His land.”
Zechariah 9:16. “They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when | make up My jewels.” Malachi 3:17. {COL 118.2}
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YOU ARE A GIFT FROM THE FATHER FOR HIS SON

Those who accept Christ as their personal Saviour are not left as
orphans, to bear the trials of life alone. He receives them as members of
the heavenly family; He bids them call His Father their Father. They are
His “little ones,” dear to the heart of God, bound to Him by the most
tender and abiding ties. He has toward them an exceeding tenderness,
as far surpassing what our father or mother has felt toward us in our
helplessness as the divine is above the human. {DA 327.2}

Christ offered up His broken body to purchase back God’s heritage, to
give man another trial. “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. By His spotless life, His obedience,
His death on the cross of Calvary, Christ interceded for the lost race. And
now, not as a mere petitioner does the Captain of our salvation intercede
for us, but as a Conqueror claiming His victory. His offering is complete,
and as our Intercessor He executes His self-appointed work, holding
before God the censer containing His own spotless merits and the
prayers, confessions, and thanksgiving of His people. Perfumed with the
fragrance of His righteousness, these ascend to God as a sweet savor.
The offering is wholly acceptable, and pardon covers all transgression.
{COL 156.2}

Jesus teaches us to call His Father our Father. He is not ashamed to call
us brethren. Hebrews 2:11. So ready, so eager, is the Saviour’s heart to
welcome us as members of the family of God, that in the very first words
we are to use in approaching God He places the assurance of our divine
relationship, “Our Father.” Here is the announcement of that wonderful
truth, so full of encouragement and comfort, that God loves us as He
loves His Son. This is what Jesus said in His last prayer for His disciples,
Thou “hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.” John 17:23. {Pr 290.4}
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YOU ARE A GIFT FROM THE FATHER FOR HIS SON

This treasure, which Christ esteems as precious above all estimate, is
“the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.” Ephesians 1:18.
The disciples of Christ are called His jewels, His precious and peculiar
treasure. He says, “They shall be as the stones of a crown.” “I will make a
man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of
Ophir.” Zechariah 9:16; Isaiah 13:12. Christ looks upon His people in their
purity and perfection as the reward of all His sufferings, His humiliation,
and His love, and the supplement of His glory—Christ, the great Center,
from whom radiates all glory. {MB 89.3}

Christ is represented as the shepherd, and highly values His sheep. He
loves every sheep of His flock, and He loves every lamb, and calls each
one by name. He loves to care for them, and show them the uttermost
kindness. You are His sheep, under His tender watchcare. No amount of
tribulation shall separate you from Christ. However much a shepherd
may love his sheep, he loves his sons and daughters more. Because they
are the gift of His Father, and the reward of His work, He loves them. Not
only for His Father’s sake, but for their own sake He loves them. He loves
them as His children. He loves you. Therefore trust. {Lt98c-1896.4}

Father, 1 will that they also, whom thou hast given me,
be with me where 1 am; that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world.

John 17:24
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CHAPTER 18

GOD WANTS TO MAKE YOU HAPPY
- NOW AND IN ETERNITY

S\ ¢

111



GOD WANTS TO MAKE YOU HAPPY - NOW AND IN
ETERNITY

Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with
singing unto Zion;
and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain
gladness and joy;

and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

Isaiah 51:11

God desired to bring all peoples under His merciful rule. He desired that
the earth should be filled with joy and peace. He created man for
happiness, and He longs to fill human hearts with the peace of heaven.
He desires that the families below shall be a symbol of the great family
above. {COL 290.2}

The Lord desires us to appreciate the great plan of redemption, to realize
our high privilege as the children of God, and to walk before Him in
obedience, with grateful thanksgiving. He desires us to serve Him in
newness of life, with gladness every day. He longs to see gratitude
welling up in our hearts because our names are written in the Lamb’s
book of life, because we may cast all our care upon Him who cares for us.
He bids us rejoice because we are the heritage of the Lord, because the
righteousness of Christ is the white robe of His saints, because we have
the blessed hope of the soon coming of our Saviour. {COL 299.2}

Happiness drawn from earthly sources is as changeable as varying
circumstances can make it; but the peace of Christ is a constant and
abiding peace. It does not depend upon any circumstances in life, on the
amount of worldly goods or the number of earthly friends. Christ is the
fountain of living water, and happiness drawn from Him can never fail.
{MB 16.2}
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GOD WANTS TO MAKE YOU HAPPY - NOW AND IN
ETERNITY

For all who follow Him the Lord has prepared a rich feast of heavenly
things. He has ordained that those who follow Him shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.... The Lord does not call upon
His believing, obedient followers to cover the altar with tears, but to
walk cheerfully and happily along.... {CTr 187.2}

Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous.
It will be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can
comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God. {LDE 287.3}

| love to see everything that is beautiful in nature in this world. | think |
would be perfectly satisfied with this earth, surrounded with the good
things of God, if it were not blighted with the curse of sin. But we shall
have new heavens and a new earth. John saw this in holy vision and said,
“l heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself shall be with them and be their God”
[Revelation 21:3]. Oh, blessed hope, glorious prospect! {LDE 285.3}

Language is altogether too feeble to attempt a description of heaven. As
the scene rises before me, | am lost in amazement. Carried away with
the surpassing splendor and excellent glory, | lay down the pen and
exclaim, “Oh, what love! what wondrous love!” The most exalted
language fails to describe the glory of heaven or the matchless depths of
a Saviour’s love. {LDE 287.2}

There are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving
trees cast their shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of
the Lord. There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and
the mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On those peaceful plains,
beside those living streams, God’s people, so long pilgrims and
wanderers, shall find a home. {LDE 288.1}
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GOD WANTS TO MAKE YOU HAPPY - NOW AND IN
ETERNITY

God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the
theme into which “angels desire to look,” and it will be their study
throughout endless ages. Both the redeemed and the unfallen beings
will find in the cross of Christ their science and their song. It will be seen
that the glory shining in the face of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing
love. In the light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-
renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven; that the love
which “seeketh not her own” has its source in the heart of God; and that
in the meek and lowly One is manifested the character of Him who
dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto. {TA 298.4}

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more
glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so
will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more men learn of
God, the greater will be their admiration of His character. As Jesus opens
before them the riches of redemption and the amazing achievements in
the great controversy with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed thrill with
more fervent devotion, and with more rapturous joy they sweep the
harps of gold; and ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of
thousands of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of praise. {GC
678.1}

There the redeemed shall know, even as also they are known. The loves
and sympathies which God Himself has planted in the soul shall there
find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion with holy beings,
the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the faithful
ones of all ages who have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind together “the whole
family in heaven and earth” (Ephesians 3:15)—these help to constitute
the happiness of the redeemed. {GC 677.1}
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ETERNITY

All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God’s
redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they wing their tireless flight to
worlds afar—worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of human
woe and rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul.
With unutterable delight the children of earth enter into the joy and the
wisdom of unfallen beings. They share the treasures of knowledge and
understanding gained through ages upon ages in contemplation of God’s
handiwork. With undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation
—suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order circling the
throne of Deity. Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the
Creator’s name is written, and in all are the riches of His power
displayed. {GC 677.3}

And every creature which is in heaven,
and on the earth, and under the earth,
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that
sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

Revelation 5:13

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

Revelation 21:4
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give

you the kingdom.
Luke 12:32
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Medicine for Your Soul

At a time when | was going through a deep personal crisis

| began to search specifically for quotes from Ellen G. White on
God's love and care to comfort me.

| created a collection of what | found and read in my collection
every day praying that God would show me His Love,
His character, and His kingdom.

My prayers were lovingly answered.
Gradually my despondency, fears, and sadness disappeared and
were replaced by feelings of happiness, deep joy, and peace.

| often read in this collection, and these quotes always give me
consolation and confidence leading me to a deeper understanding
of the heart of my heavenly Father who loves me (and you!) so
much that He gave His most precious gift for us,
His only begotten Son.

May you also be blessed while reading this collection.

Jutta Deichsel
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