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future, the incrt.cl~ility of very maiiy is at once 
aroused. 

But lvhat are tlie facts in the case ? Can any- 
thing be learned from the Eihle relative to the time 
of the secoild advent? This is a grave inquiry; and, 
from the very nature of the suhject. it is worthy of 
close investigation, and a candid ans\ver. I t  is a 
matter of painftll regret that man)., under the influ- 
ence of popular prejudice, have decided tliat the 
period of the second advent is a secret hidden xvith 
the Lord. \IThile these can scarcely be reached 
\\it11 this subject, as long as tllej. remain under the 
influence of those n-ho denounce all investigation of 
it as prying into the secrets of the Xln~ighty, there 
is still, \ve believe, a larger class who \vait for evi- 
dence before deciding. 

The  Bible is a revelation from hea\,en. \17hat 
God has revcaled in that book, let no man, therefore, 
call a mystery, or a secret of the Almighty. " The 
secret things belong unto the Lord our G o d ;  but 
those things ~vhich are revcaled belong unto u s  :md 
to our childreii fore~.er." Deut. 29 : 29. If the 
Sacred Scriptures, in a most clear and harmonious 
manner, point out the signs of the approach of that 
great event, and if there is evidence that "it is near, 
even at the doors," the subject at once assumes great 
importance. 

\\"hen tlie clisciples inquired, "\\.hat shall be the 
sign of Thy coniing, and of the end of the xvorld !" 
Jesus did not reprove them for incluiring into this 
matter, nor tell then1 that there lverc to be no signs, 

1 and that nothing colild be kno\vn with reference to 
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36 H I S  G L O R I O U S  A P P E A R I N G .  

~vorsliip the God of hea\,en alone. This our Saviollr 

says " shall be preached i l l  all the \rorld for a \vitness 
,into all nations." The Kevelator says the message 
is to be preached " to  every nation, kindred, tongue, 
and people." Christ says, " In  all the \vc~rld." TTvhen 
this shall be done, the end \\-ill conle. 

The ~vorld-n-ide procla~nntion of thc soon coming 
of Christ was inaugurated about 1832. Since that 
time, the ~vorli of extending its warning voice lins 
gone on. iZ ~iiost remarkable feature of this move- 
ilient is the fact t1i:tt in different countries i~~di\ , iduals  
\\.ere ~lloved upon, allnost simultaneously, to stlldy 
the psopliecies and proclai~n the neat-ness of the end. 
altho~igli tlley knen- nothing of \\.hat \\.as being done 
by others. In  Great Britain, Xorway, Siveden, Cer- 
many, Asia, the United States, and Canada, a profc)~ind 
interest in this subject was created, and ~ e o p l e  \\-ere 
led to expect the early appearance of Jesus. Since 

that time clearer light 11:~s been shiniilg forth fi-0111 
the messages of Ke~relation 14. just referred to, and 
still tlie ~ ~ o r l i  is onn-ard. JT7herever the light of the 
Bible has penetrated, the good news of the cullling 
S:i\.iour is no\\- going. Not only so, but messengers 
bearing this gracious warning are rapidly finding 
their \\.a\. into the dark portions of the earth. Evi- 

dence of its extent and progress nligllt lje esprcssed 
in facts and figures: but the rapid det-elopi11e11t of 
the worlt ~vould soon leave these in the rear. Let 

it suffice to saj- that at presc~lt the \vhole gospel is 
being preached and published in a11 the leading 
languages and countries of tlie ~vorld. The ~vorli has 

cncirclccl the globe. I t  is rapidly reaching every 

CIIRIST'S G R E A T  PROPHECI..  
.17 

nation, tongoe, and people. W e  are cert;~inly rapidly 
approaching the end ; for n.hen the purpose of (God 
in the proclamation of the coming reign of Christ 
shall be fully accomplished, then the end will come. 

Jl'e are thus, in the first fourteen verses of the 
tn-enty-fourth chapter of Alattheiv, brought doivn o\;el- 

the entire Christian dispensation. ISeginning ti-ith a 
warning against the deceptions that were to succeed 
His okvn times, Christ next descril~es \vars and disas- 
ters, persecutions, apostasy, the perils of the last days, 
and closes \\pith an announcement of the extent to 
which the gospel shall hc prcachetl 11efol-c tlle end. 
I:ollo\\.ing this, He goes 1):icli ;ulld describes mol-e 
nrinr~tcly the great events i~l(jl~ired afer hJ- His 
disciples, ,+,-in= f!l~-tllcr tlctails resl>ecii~~g tlic dcstruc- 
tion of Jeros;llenl ; ~ n ( i  tlie specific signs of His coming. 
He thus carries 11s ag~iin don-11 over the same period 
of time. 

S I G N S  O F  CHRIST'S COMING. 

\ \ ' H E X  ivill the blacl; alld ivcary night, 
So full of s i l l  ant1 siglis, 

E ~ l d ,  ant1 the dan-11 of ~.ighteousr~ess 
Cpoll tlie world arise :' 

Cro\vlls trc11il)le 'neath His " iron rod," -. 1 hroiies s\\-a- in every blast ; 

Dark shado\vs of e\-ents to colrle 
Upon the world are cast! 

.ire these His sig~ial-flags ~iiifurled- 
His ivatchfires in the night- 

TO tell us of His near approach 
Who brings the pro~riised light ?-Selected. 
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alld \\.oiltlers : il,sc,11111c,11 illat, i f  it \\.crc. ~,c~ssil,le, t l ~ e y  shall 
tleceiye the. rc.~-!. el(.ct. 13eholcl, I 1tal.e told ?OII hefa1.c. 
\L'hereforc i f  tlley shall sa! iiiito yon. f$ch(~ltl, He is in tile 
desert ; go llot forth : I,ehold, He is in the secret cha~llbers : 
lIelie\-e it not. For as t l ~ e  ligl~tnin; rolnetll o ~ ~ t  of the east, 
and &ineth e1.e" u l ~ t o  the rvest, so shall also the collling of 
the Son of lllail be." 

In  these verses the great theme of Christ's second 
coming is again vividly brought to view. Satan is 

ever ,311 the alert to contravene by some device or 
art the work of God. His nlost siiccessful plan is 
to counterfeit and deceive. Uy this rneans he gains 
ready acccss to all such as desire to e\.ade the force 
of truth. And having deceived an individual, he not 
only prevents his salvation, but gains to  himself an 
adherent if not an  active agent. So, as the time 
for the second advt.r:t draws near, the enelny becomes 
particularl~. active, liltowing that he hath but a short 
time. 

In the ~ ~ o r d s  last quoted, our Lord seelrs to 
prepare the minds of His people for the deceptions 
that are to be praCticed upon those nrho live ne:lr 
the time of His second coming. There will be some 
who will cry, LO. here; or Lo, there;"  some \\rill 
e\.en claim to be Christ. They \\.ill pretend to 
represent the truth in regard to Christ's coming in 
various plausible or fanatical Ivays. Others, in order 
to reach other minds, will present theories of hu~nan  
device, accounting for the ad~yent of Christ bj, various 
so-called rational schemes. Alany sincere people will 
be led to espett the conversion of the \vorld and a 
n~illennium of peace. Others will be persuaded that 
tho comirlg of Christ lnealls death. And even false 

prophrts. slio\\.inz XI-cat si:;rl~s all t l  \\.o!ldel-s. \ \ . i l l  
appeal-. A11 tllc-se \\.ill ~ O I - I I I  ;11i ; ~ t~ l lo sp l~e~-e  ~f dect.[)- 
tion, the inf uence of \\-hich \\-ill stllpef?. and misle;,d 
the ~ e o p l e ,  and, if it \verc: po.qsil)le, decei~,c the very 
elect of God. 

In this fearful I\-ork n-ill 1)e engaged the notorions 
deceiver, the trained agents of Satan, the n.orldlr- 
philosopher, \\.orldlj. preachers, popular ministers, 
critics of the Bible, and many \\hose eyes d(-, not 
discern the signs of the tilnts. The hIorrnons \vill 
call the people to the desert : Spiritualism \\-ill invite 
us to the secret charnher, \\.here Satanic signs and 
wonders are tvrought to captivate the niind and 
di1-er-t it from the tnlth. Of t11c.s~ " false prophets .' 
Paul spealqs in I Tim. 4 : I :-- 

" S o w  the Spirit s:,t.alteth expressl!., that il l  the latter 
tillles soille shall tlcpart fro111 the faitll, liced to sedlic~. 
ill: spirits ant1 ~loctrilics of tlr\.ils." 

111 another scripture the apostle places the coming 
of Christ in connection n-ith-- 

" The u.orl;ing of Satall \vith all pol\-er and signs ancl. 
lyin: nronders, ant1 ~vitll all dec~oi\~al,leness of ~~nriglitrousliess 
in the111 that perish ; l ~ e c a ~ ~ s r :  they rec:ei\.ed not the lo1.e of 

the truth, that they 1iiig11t l)e sa\-ed. ,411cl for this callse Go<l 
shall send the111 st~.oiig ~ l o l ~ ~ s i o n ,  tllat the! sho~ild belie\-c n 
lie." z Thess. 2 : 0- 1 T. 

These are some of the dectptions of which Christ 
is speaking in the test. It is undou1)tedly the I\-ork 
of modern Spiritualism. This work, in its present 
furnl, originated in the year 1848, and corlstitutes, 
and is to cons t i t~~te .  onc of the most prominent signs 
of the end. 

1-et no one LY decei\.ed by any means. For these 



;trc ljut s~111tcl.fugc.s. 'l'hc! arc not thc coini11~ of 

Christ. He has said, " I  xi11 coine again, and receivc 
yon unto hlyself." John 14 : 3. 

The angels said at His :~scension,-- 

..Tl/i.~ s i l i l~e  Y t l s i r s ,  \vhicti is talten r ~ p  i1.0111 yo11 illto Ilea\-en. 
sllall so cciliie ill l ike  ~rroi! l !c ,  as ye have see11 Hh11 go illto 

heaven." ACts I : I I. 

Paul tells us,- 
< ( T h e  Lord Hiillself shall descencl froin I~eaven vith a 

sllorlt, with the voice of tile archangel ant1 wit11 the trlnl~l, of 
God." I Thess. 4 : 16. 

\\:bile Inen are appearing in different parts of the 
earth claiming to be Christ ret~lrned to earth the 
second time, and though Satan hirnself should clothe 
himself as an angel of light, and appear to men, 
claiming to be Christ, none of these \\.ill be permitted 
to come, or will have the power to corne, as Christ 
is to corne. None need be deceived by any of these : 
for Christ Himself has told us the 111i7lzlte1. of His 
coming. T o  guard rfi against being deceived 

these impostures, He said :- 
I (  As the lightning coii~eth ollt of the east, and shineth 

e\-en ,Into the \vest ; so shaIl also the coming of the Son of 

nian be." 

He  jvill come literally, personally, the same Jesus 
\vas here upon the earth;  not i n  lowly form as 

an offering for sin, to  be set at naught, abused, and 
crucified ; but in " all His glory," attended with " all 
the holy angels." Matt. 25 : 31. \Ve shall know 
\vhell He  comes. for " every el-e shall see Him." 
Rev. I : 7. Rlost terrible arid iinposing \\.ill I,e the 

grandeur (of that scenc:. 

IVllL',V S f I / l t 1 2  T l l k  SL' 7'IIIA1 ( ;S  111 ? i 3 

Sune  of these false christs n-ill l)c ablc to  coinc 
in this nlanntr. The  Koman arnly dld not co~llc 
to Jerusalcn~ in this waj.. Death does not collie i r ~  
this way. The  deceptive \vondcrs of Spiritualism 
cannot imitate the glory of Christ's second conlillg. 
He nrill come i n  polvel- and great glory (\.el-se .j01 : 
I-Ie \rill come in the glory of His 1;athcr ichaptcr 
16 : 27); and in the glory of the holy angels (Luke 
9 : 261; all the holy angcls will come \\-it11 Him. 
Matt. r j  : 31. His conling urill Ije rts 1-isil~le and as 
glorious and resplendent as the lightnillg. \\.hen 
Jesus revealed Himself to Saul of Tarsus, there \\.as 
a light above the l~rightness of the sun (Acts ~ G : I J ) ;  
of the allgel who appeared at the tomb after the 
resurrection of Jesus it is said, " His couiltenance 
jv3s like lightning " (Rlatt. 28 : 3);  and Ezeliiel says 
of the ntessengers of the Nost High, they " ran and 
returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning." 
Eze. I : 14. 

\\.hen Jesus comes ill the glory of His Father, 
with so glorious a train attendant, His comiilg \\.ill 
indeed be as the lightning coining out of the east 
and shining to the \vest, and no oile will have any 
Inore occ;tsiol~ or opportunity to say to his fellow, 
( (  See here," than one would l~a\.c to call r~notller to 

behold a glare of lightning flashing through the 
*. heavens. Ihe  vivid l i g l ~ t ~ ~ i n g  flashirlg out of the 

distant east, and shining even to the \vest, lights up 
the whole ht~rrvells. \r7hat, thell, \\-hen the Lord 
cornes in flaming gloi-17, 2nd all the Ilol!~ angcls \\.it11 
f-Iiin 5 T h e  presence of cjnl!- cjlle 1101~. ai~gcl ; ~ t  t l~r ,  
seplilchre where Christ la)- dead, carlscd tllr: l<o111;~11 
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before sillce tlie c:r~~cifixiorl of 11ur Lord. People left their 
work ill the l~orlsc arid in the field. Travellers stopped ; 
schools brolie rip at eleven o'clock ; people lighted candles at  
nooilday; and the fire shone as at liight. Some people, I 
11a1.e heen told, were in dislliay, and thought ~vhether the day 
of judgillent was not drawiilg on. A great part of the follow- 
ills night also was s i n g ~ ~ l a r l ~  darli. The  iiiuoti, thoilgli ifz tlrc 
full, gcrue iro liglzt, as ill our test."-Fvoi~i (1 ~ir~ltittscript sev~iroii 

Kci'.  Elcr:ir Putte~,, deli\-ered May. 28, 1780. 

DARKENING OF THE MOON. 

l3y the reinarliable ohscuratioi~ of the rrlooil on 
the following night, the next sign, the darkening of 
the moon, was fulfilled. Concerning this it is only 
necessary to insert a fe\i. historical proofs :- 

" T h e  night succeeding that ( l a ~ -  (May rg ,  17Xoj was of 
such pitchy darkness, that,  in sollle iilstances, horses could 
~ i o t  be coillpelled to lea\-e the stable when wanted for service. 
About midnight, tlie clouds were dispersed, aiid the inoorl 
and stars appeared with unilllpaired brilliancy."-Sforre's 
H i s t u ~  of h'czlcvly. 

MI-. Tenney, of Excter, N. H.,  quoted by hlr. 
Gage, to the Historical Society, speaking of the dark 
day and dark night of ;\la 19, 1780, says :- 

" T h e  darkness of the following evening was probably as 
gross as has ever been obserl-ed since the .\lmighty first gave 
birth to light. I could not help concei\.ing at the tinle, that 
if e\,ery lulilinous b o d  in the unil-erse had beell shrouded in 
impenetrable darkness, or struck out of existence, the darltness 
c o ~ ~ l d  not have been illore colrlplete. A sheet of white paper 
held within a few iuches of the eyc was ecl~iallj invisible wit11 
thc blacl;est \.elvet." 

X contemporary paper contained the following : 
.' 1)uriii;: the u.hole time a sicl;l!., i i~e lanchol~  gloo~n oler-  

t,;~st the face of 1iat~u.e. Xor was the darliness of the night 

less ~mcolilinoli and terrifying than that of tlle day ;  for 
ilotwitl~stallclillg there was aliliost a full iiloon, no object \\.as 
discerilible but by the help of some artificial light, which, seen 
froin the neigtil>ouring ho~rses and other places at a distance, 
appeared through a kind of Egyptian darkness which seeined 
;tllilost iiuper\~ious to its rays. This unusual phenolnenon 
escitetl the fears and apprehensions of many people."--dIass(r- 
r!~iisctt.s Sf i~, ,  173o. 

Concerning a similar phenomenon in the Old 
ll'orld, a reliable ivork says :- 

" Three years later, and Europe with its teenling l~lilliolls 
\vent under as ~iiysterious a cloud, which, though not so 
clense, yet continuetl longel- and a~vokc a wonder and fear 
tliat was widely felt. P. haze, for w11ic:h no linowli cause 
\ \as  then assigned (though in subsequent years it has been 
slipposed by some to have beell volcanic dust), spread 
through the entire breadth of the atl~iosphere over 41  the 
continent far illto Asia. It appeal-cd in Den~l~ark ,  hfay 29, 
reached France, June 14 ; Italy. Jline 16; Norway, June 22 ; 
A ~ ~ s t r i a  and Switzerland, June 23 ; Sbveden, Jilne 24 ; .and 
Rrrssia, June z j .  13y the close of the nlonth it had overspread 
like a pall all Syria, aiicl 011 July IS! had penetrated the heart 
of Asia to the Altai Xlountaiils. The  ol~scurity prevailed a 
greater portion of the snmrller, i i~~par t ing  to the sun ail un- 
iiatural colour of a dull, rust), red, aild causing both the days 
and the iiights to wear a weird ancl glooniv aspect. The 
atnlosphere was highly eledric, and n a t ~ ~ r e  \vas greatly con- 
vlilsed. 

" Dr. K. \t'Tel~ster i r ~  his valuable ' History of Pestilences,' 
~ o l .  2, 1). 274, testifies to the general fear. As it was in 
Anlerica on the occurrence of the 'dark (la!-,' so the churches 
in Europe were crowded with alariiled inrdtitudes supplicating 
mercy of Heavcn. l'rofessor Lalalide, the astronolner of 
France, attempted to quiet the poplllar fear by ascril)in,o the 
tlarltened heavens to exhalations arising out of the ear th;  1)nt 
I~otll M1el)ster aiid Humboldt (C'oslnos It7., p. 7j) rejcctcd 
this s o l ~ ~ t i o n  of the inysterior~s 01)scnrity. I'rotcstailt I<ngIa11d 



THE FALL ING STARS O F  NOV. 13, ,833. 

sl~arccl ill t l ~ e  alal-111 it occasio~~c'cl: a l~t l  tlic: povt C'o\vper 
sang that all thc eic~iients 'preachcii the g e ~ ~ e r a l  ~1ool11.' 11 
was to this unaccou~itable ohscurat io~~ of liglit that 11e refers 
in his ' Task : '- 

" ' Nature seems wit11 dim anti sickly eye 
To wait the close of all.' " 

G w a t  Cotls t~l l l117ntiol t .  

Thus the first two signs of Christ's second corn- 
ing occurred lvithin the specified tirne, as the Lord 
had said. 

" A N D  T H E  S T A R S  S H A L L  FALL." 

How this sign could be fulfilled is a query n-ith 
some who say such a thing woiild be impossible, as 
the earth itself is but :t small body compared with 
many of the vast worlds of space. But all such 
queries are out of place, since Christ said the stars 
should fall, and the sign itself has already been 
witnessed. On  the night of November 13, 1533, the 
grandest display of celestial firenrorks ever beheld 
took place. From works and testimonies of undis- 
puted authorit. n.e take the follo~ving descriptions of 
this remarkable event :- 

" The ~ ~ l o s t  s ~ ~ b l i n ~ e  phenonienon of shooting stars of 
\vhich the world has furnished any record, was witnessed 
throughout the Cnited States 011 the morning of the 13th of 
Yo\-einl>er, 1833. The entire extent of this astonishing exhi- 
bition has not been precisely ascertained; but .it covered no 
inconsidera1)le portion of the earth's surface. . . . The 
first appearance was that of fireworlcs of the 111ost imposing 
grandet~r, covering the entire vault of heaven with ~ l l ~ r i a d s  
of fire-balls resernblin~ sky-rockets. Their cornscations ~vel-e 
])right, gleaming, and i~~cessan t ,  and they fell thick as the 
flakes in the earl! sno\f7s of 1Iecenll)er. T o  the splendours 
of this celestial exhibition, the most l~rilliant sliy-rockets and 
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fireworks of art 1)c;cr less relation than the twinlili~~g of the 
liiost tiny star to the hroad glare of the sun. l ' l ~ e  whole 
heavens see~iied in motion, and sn,ogestetl to some tlie awful 
grandeur of the image employed in the Apocalypse, npoll 
the operiing of the sixth seal, when ' t h e  stars of heaven fell 
unto the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her nntimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a mighty wind.' "-Bt~i.i,itt's " Geogvajlry 
of the Henz'ens," p. 163, ed. 1854. 

Professor Olmstend, of Yale College, a celebrated 
astronomer and meteorologist of America, says :- 

"Those who were so fortunate as to witness the exhibition 
of shooting stars on the rnorning of Noxrember 13, 1833~ probahl~. 
saw the greatest displav of celestial fireworks that has ever 
been since the creation of the world, or at least ~vithin the 
anrials covered by the pages of history. 

" In nearly all places the meteors began to attract notice 
by their unusual frequency as early as eleven o'clock, ant1 
increased in nunihers and sp lendo~~r  until abont fonr o'clock, 
from which time they gradually declined, but were visible 
until lost in the light of day. The  meteors did not fly at 
randoin over all parts of the sky, bnt appeared to eliianate 
from a point in the co~lstellatio~l Leo, near a star called 
Gamma Leonis, in the bend of the Sickle. 

" T h e  extent of the shower of 1833 was such as to cover 
no inconsiderable part of the earth's s ~ ~ r f a c e ,  fro111 the ~iliddle 
of the Atlantic on the east to the Pacific on the west; and 
from the northern coast of South Alnericn to undefined regions 
among the British possessions on the north, the exliibitio~i 
was visible, arid everywhere presented nearly the same appear- 
ance. This is no longer to he regarded as a terrestrial but a 
celestial phenomenon, and shooting stars are now to he no 
Inore viewed as casual productioris of the upper regions of 
the atmosphere, bnt as z'isitn?lts f r . 0 7 : ~  oflrev ni-ovliis, or from the 
plarietary voids." 

Henry Dana Ward bears this testimony :- 
'' No philosopher or scholar has told or recorded an event, 

I snppose, like that of ).esterday ~norning. '1 prophet 1800 
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years ago foretold it exactly, i f  \\-(. will 1)c at the tro~lble 01 

understanding stars fallillg to  lllean f:clling stars; or 'Iroi 
c1sterc.s tou or~vntzo~~ t!pesa~l eis tt.i2ir gei.~~,' in the only sense ill 

Ivhich it is possible to be literally tr11e."-Jolrvnnl nf Coittnzer.ce. 
Nov 14, 1833. 

If a single star seen by a few wise men of the 
East was a sufficient sign to indicate the first advent 
of Christ to this \vorld, surely such wonderful signs 
as this and the darkening of the sun and moon, 
already described, which were witnessed by thousands 
of people over a considerable portion of the earth, 
are sufficient heralds of His second advent. 

Not onlj. here in Matt. 24 are the premonitory 
signs of the conling of Christ given, but the Lord 
through His prophets of old also foretold them. Thus: 

" The  sun shall he turned into darkness, and the nlooll 
illto hlood, before the grext and the terrible day of the Lord 
come." Joel 2 : 31. 

" T h e  sun shall be darkened in llis going forth, and the 
llioon shall not cause ller light to shine." Isa. 13 : lo. 

John the Revelator also says :- 
"-4nd I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 

lo, there was a great earthquake ; and the sun 11ecallle 1,lacl; 
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon hecalne as 11lood ; and 
the stars of heaven fell unto the earth even as a fig-tree 
casteth her untimelr figs when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll u-hen it is rolled 
together; and every mountain a~lcl island were movecl ont of 
their places." Rev. 6 : 12-14. 

The fourth and fifth seals of Revelation 6 apply 
to the papal persecution, which continued well into 
the eighteenth century. The great earthquake \\.it11 
which the sixth seal was to open occurred in 175j, 
and is known as the great earthquake of Lisbon, which 
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agitated no inconsiderabl~ part of the ~ a r t h ,  and 
destroyed many thoriqands of lives, 60,000 i n  Lisbon 
alone. The darkenin:: of the snn and moon follo~ved 
i n  1780, and the falling of the stars in 1833. Conse- 
quently the next event ~vhich we are to expect under 
this seal is the departing of the heaven as a scroll. 
This takes place when Christ conies, as the remain- 
ing verses of the chapter show. \Ire milst therefore 
be living down very near that event. 

T H E  S E A  A N D  T H E  W A V E S  ROARING, A N D  MEN'S 
HEARTS FAILING THEM.  

In  the gospel as written by Lrike, we have some 
additional specifications not recorded bjc lI:Ltthe\\r. 
which are worthy of notice here. And thev rightfully 
belong to this exposition, since the records of  both 
Rlatthe~v and Luke are versions of the same dis- 
course. The passage from Luke t c ~  which reference 
is made reads as follo\vs :- 

'' And there shall he sigiis in the  sun, ant1 in the ~iloon. 
and in the stars ; and upon the earth clistrers of ~iations, with 
perplexity: the sea and the waves roaring; ~ilen's hearts fail- 
ing them for fear ; and for looking after t h o s ~  things which 
are coming on the earth : for the powers of h ~ : r \ - m ~  shall he 
shaken." Lillre 21 : 25.2 7 .  

The signs in the sun, moon, anc1 stars are here 
spoken of less specifically than by ;\[atthew, while 
other features, which Matthew does llot ~iotice, are 
introduced between those signs and the  >haking of 
the powers of heaven. These are of peculiar interrst 
because we are living in the very days when the 
things of which Luke speaks are coming to pass. 

k. A .  j. 
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earth. \I'ithin the coilfines of its o\vn border, each 
of these nations is harbouring elements of the dead- 
liest nature. Trouble is brewing that has for the 
people in many instances far illore terror than 
foreign complications. For some time the o~ninous 
inutterings of an oncoming storm have been heard 
in ever!. land, and it requires no remarkable acuirleri 
to discern the rapid approach of the- crisis. Anarchy, 
Nihilism, Connmunism, strikes, riots, assassinations, 
and dynamitards are sending consterilation and dis- 
may to the hearts of the brax.est of men. The  
wide-spread povertr-, caused largely by the unscru- 
pulous and insatiable greed for gain on the part of 
the rich, has so estranged the capitalist and the 
labouring illail that fearful outbreaks and deeds of 
violence are feared on everv hand. 

The  apostle James speaks directly conceriling 
this matter in a prophetic glance at the present 
time. He  says :-- 

" Go to ncJ\\-, !-e rich III(~II. \\ eel) ;aid howl for your ~niseries 
that shall colne upoil ynrl. Your riches are corrupted, and 
your garinelits are moth-eaten. Your gold and sil\-er is 
cankercd : and the rust of the1:1 shall l?e a wit~less against 
you, and shall eat your desh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasures together for the last days. Hehold, the hire of the 
labourers tvho ha\.e reaped down your fields, which is of yo11 
kept back by fraud. crietll; and the cries of thein which 
have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 
1-e have lived in pleasure on the earth, ant1 been a . a n t o ~ ~  ; ye 
ha\-e ilourisl~ed your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye 
have condeillned and killed the just : and he doth not resist 
j~ou." James j : 1-6. 

The apostle locates tlie circlimstances he here 
refers to in thr  lart da!-<. HI, deroli~ire.; the rich 
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is the gospel of (:hrist, which is soon to close in a . - 

glorious triumph for those who have patiently and 
faithfully wrought His will. 

" T H E  POWERS OF HEAVEN S H A L L  BE SHAKEN." 

\Ire do not apprehend that this circumstance will 
occur as a sign of Christ's coming, but rather that it 
lvill constitute one of the events closely connected 
with His coming, as the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven is seen immediately following this shaking. 
See Matt. 2.+:29, 30. An evident distinction may 
be drawn between the S ~ ~ I I S  of the advent and thc 
cir~c~lnzstn~zccs connected with it. This event, the 
shaking of the powers of heaven, we must regard as 
being future. I t  holds the same place in the events 
of this chapter, that the departing of the heavens as  
a scroll does in the events of the sixth seal of Keve- 
lation 6. 150th follorv the falling stars. The Scriptures 
plainly teach that, prior to the resurrection of the 
just by the voice of the Son of God, the voice of 
God the Father will shake the heavens and the earth, 
when will be fulfilled the shaking of the powers of 
the heaven. This is not the voice of the Son of 
God as H e  descends to raise the dead. I t  comes 
from the throne of God in the temple of heaven. 

" T h e  Idol-d also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His 
voice fro111 Jerr~salet~t. and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake; hut the Lord will be the hope of His people. and the 
stret~gth of the children of Israel." Joel. 3 :  16. 

"Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall 
reltlove out of her place. in the wrath of the Lord of hosts. 
ant1 in the clay of His fierce atlgcr." Isa. 13 : 13. 

" For thus 4 t h  tlic 1,orcl of ltosts, \~.ct once, it is a littlp 
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while. ant1 I will slial;e the h a \ - e n s ,  a ~ i d  the vartll, atid tlie 
sea, and the dry land." Hag. r : 6. 

Paul quotes from the ~vords of the Lord by 
Haggai, and coinments as follo\vs :- 

'<Yet  once more I sliake not the earth ~ i l l y ,  b r~ t  also 
heaven. And this word, yet ouce more, signifieth the relliov- 
ing of those things that are shalteii." Heb. 12 : 26, 27. 

This shows that the shaking of the powers of the 
heaven. by ~vhich we understand is meant the shak- 
ing of the sun, moon, and stars, is a final work. 

" T H E  S I G N  OF T H E  SON OF MAN." 

Neither is this one of the signs showing that the 
coming of the Soil of man is soon to take place, but 
that it is actually taking place; that H e  is coming. 
I t  is "the sign of the Son of mall iiz hzm~eiz." I t  is 
that which indicates His position. When Christ 
ascended from the Mount of Olivet, " a  cloud received 
Him" from the sight of His disciples. They still 
gazed at the cloud as it rolled upward, bearing the 
Saviour toward the Father's throne; but they could 
not see His person. 1fThen He comes " in  like 
manner" as He was taken up to heaven, the cloud 
will appear, small in the distance, but as it draws 
near, it will signify to those who are looking for His 
return, that He  is there, and that soon His presence 
will fill the earth with matchless glory. T o  those 
rvho are unprepared it \\-ill be the signal of terror 
and dismay. In Kev. 14 : 14, the holy seer records 
the scene in the following lvords : "And I looked, 
and behold a white cloud, xnd upon the cloud one 
sat like u~ l to  the So11 of ~nan ."  
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-. I his is not a Illass of vapour but a cloud of 
resplendent glory. He comes " with porver and 
great glory." He \\.ill " come in the glory of His 
Father" (Matt. 1 6 :  2 7 ) ;  in His o\vn glory, "and all 
the holy angels ivith Him." l la t t .  25  : ;I. The 
glory of the Father, of the Son, and of all the holy 
angels-this glory will constitute the cloud ~vhich 
attends Him o n  the rvay. Of its intensity we can 
form no just conception. I n  the prescncc of one 
angel the Koman guard "did qualie and become as 
dead men ; " but there are ten tllousd~ld ti111es ten 
thousand and thousands of thousands of them in this 
throng. Above the brightness of their glorj. is that 
of the Father and the Son. At first the cloud is 
only perceptible : but as it approaches, it attracts 
attention, and at length every eye is fastened intently 
upon the rvonderful spectacle. The trumpet resounds, 
the voice of the archangel awakens the dead, and 
they come forth to share in the glorious revelation 
of their Redeemer. ,411 nature is convulsed with her 
coming dissolution. Each moment the glory draws 
nearer, and soon the ~vicked can no longer endure 
the sight. 

. 'And then shall all the tribes of the earth lliouril, and they 
shall see the Son of inan coilling in the clotids of heaven with 
power ar~cl great g l u ~ - ~ . "  Verse 3u. 

Again atte!ltion is directed to the parallel language 
of Rev. 6 : I 5-17 :- 

@'And the kings of the earth, and the great men, ancl the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bontl Inan ,  and every free man, hid themselvrs in  the 
tlerls and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the 
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mountains ant1 roc.lis. Fall on 11s. and hide us froin the face 
of Hiin that sittcth on the throne, and fro111 the \vrath of the 
Lanlb. For the great day of I-Iis \vrath is colne, ant1 \vho 
shall I)(: able to stantl i " 

The prophet Isaiah describes the sallle thrilling 
event from the otlier standpoint-that of the waiting 
people of God :- 

.; He will swallow up death in \-ictory, and the Lord Got1 
will \ripe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of 
His people shall He  take away from off all the ear th;  for the 
Lord hat11 spo1;en it. ,\nd it shall 1)e said in that day, 1,o. 
this is our God;  we have waited for Him, and Hc  will save 
11s: this is the Lord;  tve have waited for Hiill, we will t)e 
glad and rejoice in His sal\,ation." lsa. 25 : 8, q. 

The apostle Paul gives a \.ivid description of the 
event with its attendant circurnstnnces as follo\vs :- 

' &  Brit I \ror~ltl not have you to be ignorant brethren, con- 
cerning the111 which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as  
others \vhich have no hopc. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, e\.en so the111 also which sleep in Jesus \\,ill 
God bring with Him. For this \ve say rlllto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are a1it.e a ~ ~ d  I-enlain unto thc 
coining of the Lord shall not prevent them n-hich are asleep. 
For the Lord Hiliisclf shall descend froin heaven with a 
shor~t,  with the voice of the archangel, and with the t r r~mp 
of God ; a n d  the tleatl in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together lvith 
them in the cloutls, to meet the I>ol-d in the air;  and so shall 
we ever be nit11 the J,ord." 1 Thess. + : 13-17. 

The once slighted, insulted, and crncified Saviour, 
now Icing of kings and Lord of lords, is coming 
Ilear the earth ! His glory blazes everywhere ! The 
saints hope and rejoice rvith trembling. ISut \\-hat 
an hour for the wicked-! The tribes of the earth 
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inourn. Amid the ruins of shivered creation, the\. 
hold one general prayer-meeting. Icings and great 
men, rich men, chief captains and mightj. men, free 
and bond,-all, yes, all unite in the general wail. As 
the Son of man in the glory of His Father, attended 
by all the holy angels, draws still nearer, consterna- 
tion fills every breast. They hide in dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains. Their only hope is to 
be concealed from the glory of that scene. They 
know it is too late to pray for mercy ; that pro- 
bation for the human family has ended forever. 
Describing their condition, the prophet Isaiah says:-- 

"And they shall go into the lloles of the rocks, and into 
the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory 
of His luajesty, when He ariseth to shake terril~ly the earth. 
In that day a lllall shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols 
of gold, which they lnade each one for himself to worship, to 
the llloles and to the bats ;  to go into the clefts of the rocks, 
and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the 120rd. 
and for the glory of His ~ i i a j e s t ~ ,  nhcn He ariseth to shake 
terribly the earth." Isa. 2 : 19-21. 

But rocks cannot shelter them frotn the burning 
glorj7 manifested by the King of kings, attended bj. 
the whole heavenly host. \\-hen " the  Son of man 
shall come in the glor!. of the Father," "and all the 
holy angels with H in~ , "  no sinner can endure the 
scene and 1.i~-e. The exceeding brightness of Christ 
and that \-ast multitude of angels, brighter than a 
thousand suns at noonday, will pierce the sinner's 
lo~vest hiding place, and will " make ei.en a speedy 
riddance of all thein that dmrell in the land." Zeph. 
I : 18. The  Son of Inan will he seen " coming in 
the clouds of heaven lvith pon,er and great glory." 

I3ut before His coming, a great lvork n.ill be done 
for His people. Should He  suddenly burst upon 
then1 now, they col~ld not endure " the po\ver and 
great glory " of the scene. This subject is well 
illustrated by the follo~ving words of the prophet :- 

" Then shall we know, if \I.? follow on to know the I.ord, 
His going forth is prepared as the morning ; and He shall 
come unto us as the rain, as thc latter and former rain urltn 
the earth." Hosea 6 : 3. 

The morning is a beautiful figilre of the opening 
glory of the day of God. The daJ,-star first appears, 
then the dawn of day ;  and as the light of da!, 
increases, the ej.es are enabled to endure it, and 
~.ien. the sun shining in his strength. R I I ~  should 
the light of the sun burst upon the world sudden1~- 
at midnight, no hunlan ej.e could endure it. 

So will the people of God be prepared to meet 
their coming King. The\. must first break an7aj- 
from the love and cares of this n-orld, and consecrate 
all to the Lord. Then nil1 they, in due time, share 
the outpo~ii-ing of the Holy Spirit " a s  the rain. as 
the latter and former rain upon the earth." The 
daj,-stai- \\-ill arise in their hearts. r Peter I : 19. 
Those who have taken heed to the s~ll-e word of 
pi-ophecj. t l~rough tlle dark, ~vatching night, will then 
raise their heads in triumph. Tlicj. are filled with 
faith and with the Hal!- Spirit. Glory is poiired 
upon then1 till the!- can gaze 011 Christ and angels. 
The trumpet sounds. The angels are dispatched to 
the graves of thc righteous. The voice of the Son of 
God anlakes tlic sleeping saints of all ages. They 
come forth in imiuortal perfection : and ns the!, 



leave the earth, the li\ing saints are changed. The 
"elett from one end of heaven to the other," each 
with an angel bright and strong to lead the way, 
are caught u p  to meet the Lord, \vho waits in 
mid-heaven to receive the purchase of His  blood. 
Language cannot describe the scene that follows. 
IVe can only contemplate the rapture that will fill 
each breast, and p r q  that we may be prepared to 
participate in that grand and final gathering of the 
saved. 

WHAT A GATHERING THAT WILL B E !  

AT the sounding of the triimpet, when the saints are gathered home, 
W e  will greet each other by the crystal sea ;  

IVhen the Lord Himself from heaven to His glory hitls them come. 
TVhat a gathering of the faithful that \\.ill he!  

IVhen the angel of the Lord proclaims that time shall he no mnre. 
TT'e shall gather, and the saved and ransomed see : 

Then to meet again together, on the bright, celestial shore, 
IVhat a gathering of the faithful that \\.ill be!  

At the great and final Judgment, when the hidden collies tn light, 
When the Lord in all His glory \\-e shall see: 

;\t the bidding of our Savionr, " Come. 1-e blessed. to J I y  right," 
I.Vhat a ,oathering of the faithful that \\-ill he ! 

IVhen the  olden harps are sounding, and the angel bands proclaim 
I11 triumphailt strains the glorious jubilee. 

T h e n t o  meet and join to sing the song of RIoses and the 1-amh, 
TVhat a gathering of the faithful that \\,ill be ! 

IVhat a gathering of the loved ones, when \\-e meet \vith one another. 
At the sounding of the glorious jubilee ! 

n - h a t  a gathering, \\-hen the friends and all the dear onesmeet each othrl- 
IVhat a gathering of the faithful that \\-ill he!  

--,I If. h - ~ ~ i ~ z ~ ~ z k ~ i ~ r / ~ e ,  

Verses 32, 3 3 :  " S o w  leal.11 a parab le  of t h e  fig-tree : 
TT'llen liis b r a n c h  is  yc t  t ender ,  a n d  p u t t e t h  for th  leaves,  y e  

know t h a t  slmlnler is  nigh. S o  lihc\\-ise >-c, \\-hen y e  sha l l  s e e  
all t h e s e  th ings ,  k n o ~ v  t h a t  it ['& He," R.V.] is near ,  even  a t  
t h e  dool.s." 

T HIS parable is probably the most forcible figure 
that could be used ~vi th  which to illustrate this 

subject. \$'hen the trees of the field begin to put 
forth their leaves, and the tender grass springs up, 
and the ground is bcing covered with its green 
velvet carpct, \ve know that summer is nigh. I t  is 
a certainty wit11 us that summer is coming when we 
see these signs in nature. IVe know that suml~ler 
is nigh. " So liken>ise," or, ~vi th  the same certainty, 
we may kizozel that Christ's coming is near when the 
signs ~vhich He  foretold as heralds of His  coming 
have appeared. How near ?-Even at the doors. 
And ho\v near may that be ?- 

Verse 3 4 :  " Verily I s a y  u n t o  p u ,  T h i s  genera t ion  shall  
n o t  pass,  till  all these  th ings  b e  fulfilled." 

G .  I\. 0 .  !a11 
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It is somcti~ncs c l ; ~ i i ~ ~ e d  tli:~t the, gt,nci-;~tic~ii skrol<t,n 
of \\.as the  orle then 1i1-ing. If so,  tllt:11 that gcnctra- 
tion n u s t  have seen all these things : for the 
Scripturcs canliot ljc. brol<cn. I l r~ t  this r\.e kno\\, 
!\-as not the case. They did not see these signs. 
" All these things" ninst inclrlde the signs and cir- 
cun~stances  of ~\-hicIi Christ had jnst beell speaking. 
In  the preceding I.erses He  gives the parable of the 
fig-tree, and :~ddresses those who are to  be living a t  
that  time directly : " So lil\e\\.ise j lc ,  when j 2 c  shall see 
a11 these things, l z i~o l i~  th:lt it is near." And then 
H e  says, " This generation shall not pass." \TThat 
generation I-Evidently the one living a t  the time of 
Ivhich H e  was speaking, the one Ivhich \\-as to  scc 
" these thiilgs come to pass." S o t  on]! does such 
an interpretation do 110 violence t o  the test ,  t ~ u t  it 
is obviously the only one that can be rcasonat~ly 
entertained in regard to  it. 

Paul speaks in the  first person of those ~ v h o  will 
be living \\-hen Jesus comes. H e  sa!.s, "T1.e shall 
not :111 sleep. but n-c shall all be changed, in a 
moment. in the  twinkling of an  eye, at  the last 
tr l~nip." I Cor. I j  : 51, 52. And again, "Then  i ~ , l .  

~vhich are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to  meet the Lord 
in the air." I Thess. 4 :  17. T h e  things here men- 
tioned by the apostle did not take place in his da!.. 
They have not yet taken place. Kotn.ithstanding, 
he speaks of the111 as though they would take, place 
in his daj-, and as  if he would probably bc a1ir.e 
\\-hen Christ came. 

T h e  proclamation of the  coming and kingdom of 

1'.11\'.1 / : I . / :  0 1 . '  11111 I ~ ~ l ~ ; - l ' l r ' l  1 ' .  s,; 

C'hrist is gi1.c.n t o  [lie 1;lst g c ~ ~ ~ c ~ r ; ~ t i o n .  C;ocl svnt 
S o a h  to  prclacli t o  the  last ;:c~icr;rtio~i 11c.forc tlie foocl, 
not to an!. precedi~lg one:. 1'11~. \.(~,1-!. gcncration ~vliich 
!\-as destroj-ctl bj. the \\:~tclrs of tlie food  saw S o a h  
build ill(: ark,  and licarcl his \\.:irnilig ~.oice.  So God 
has raised up me11 to gi\.e thc solemn warning to 
thc ~vorld  at  the right t i ~ n e  that  Christ is coming 
again. T h e  end of all things is therefore a t  hand. 
T h e  1w-j. generation of rncn that  1i1.e after these 
signs ha1.e appeared, and who hear and reject the 
\\.arning message of Heaven 1):~scd on them, ~vill 
ivitness that  e~.ent ,  and drink the cup of the unmingled 
\\.rat11 of Cod. And those of this \.el-!. generation 
n.110 1-ecei1.e the message, suffer disappoint l l lcnt~~ and 
patientlj- endure the trials of the  Ivaiting position, 
!\-ill also nitncss the  coming of Christ, and excl:ri~n, 
" Lo, this is ol!r Ciod: I\-e 12a1.e .iL,ilitcd for Him, and 
H e  will sa1.e us."  IS:^. z j  : 9. 

Christ ga1.e the  signs of His coining. Then H e  
added tlie parable of thc fig-tl.ec to s h o ~ v  the meaning 
of the signs, that Inen inight know when His  coming 
Tvas near. \I'ith \\.hat c i i~p l~as i s  onr Lord gave 
utterance to this sentiment ! I t  is a reb11l;e upon our 
~~nbel ief .  As we read it, Gocl help us to believe i t :  
" T'erily I saj. unto jTou, This generation shall not 
pass, till all these things t ~ c  fultil1c.d." Llnd as though 
this were not cnoilgh to lead 11s to  un\\-a\-ering faith, 
H e  adds these forcible words :- 

Verse 35:  "Heaxen and cartl) shall p a s  a\{-a!-, I ~ r t t  XIy 
\vords shall not pass atvay." 

T h e  word and 1,romises of lilcn In;(!- fail : but 
('111-ist lias gi1.c~ :lssur:lnc:e tlixt His \\.crrcl, : r ~ ~ d  IIis 
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prove too much for their own unbelief. As recorded 
by Mark, the declaration reads : " Hut of that day and 
that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, hut the Father." If 
the text proves that 7itclt ~~7ill  know nothing of the 
period of the second adxrent, it also provcs that 
alzgels will know nothing of it, and also that thc Soft 
Himself will know nothing of it, till the event takes 
place ! This position proves too much, and cannot, 
therefore, be correct. Christ will know of the period 
of His second advent to this ~vorld. The  holy 
angels who wait around the throne of Heaven to 
receive messages relative to the part they act in the 
salvation of men, will know of the time of this 
closing event of salvation. And so nil1 the xfaiting, 
watching people of God understand. An old English 
version of the passage reads, "But  that day and 
hour no man lizaketh k~tozcvt, neither the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father." 
This is the correA reading, according to several of 
the ablest critics of the age. The  nord  kltow is 
used in the same sense here that it is by Paul 
in I Cor. 2 : 2 : '( For I determined not to knolv 
[make known] anything among you, save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified." hIen will not make known the 
day and hour, angels will not make it knoxvn, neither 
will the Son ; but the Father will make it known. 
Says Alexander Campbell :- 

" SIacknlght argues that the t e r n ~  k i l o ~ ~ ~  is here nsed as a 
causative, in the Hebrew sense of the conjugation l~r ,b l z~ l ,  that 
is to liznke kilo& 1 1 .  . . . His [Christ's] answer is just e q u i ~  a -  
lent to saqing, The Father will make it knoJ\n when rt pleases 
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EIim ; liut He has not authorised man, angel, or thc Son to 
mahe it l.no~\n. Just in this scnse, Paul uses the term kltol-'8, 
I Cor. 2 : L : ' I came to you iiii11:rilg kiioiL,tl the testimony of 
God ; for 1 deterlnilled to i ~ i i ~ l i i .  klrorL 11 nothing anlong you but 
a crucified Christ.' " 

Albert Barnes, in his "Notes on the Gospcls," 
says :- 

"Others ha1.e said that the verb rendered 1 ~ 1 i o z ~ ~ c t l ~  uneans 
sometimes to iliakr: known, or to reveal, and that thc passage 
means, 'Tha t  day and hour none lllalteth I;nov,n, neither the 
angels, nor the Son, l ~ u t  the Father.' It is true the word has 
sometinles that meaning, as I Cor. 2 : 2." 

TI'hen the patriarch's work of warning and build- 
ing was finished, God said to him, " Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark." " For yet seven days 
and I will cause it to rain upoil the earth forty days 
and forty nights." So \vhen the n-aiting, matching, 
neeping, toiling time shall be finished, and the saints 
shall all be sealed, and shut in with God, then, we 
conclude, \\ill the loice of the Father froin heaven 
malie known the definite time. See Re\,. 16 : I 7  ; 
Joel 3 : 16 ; Jer. 2 j : 30. 

The  present is cinphatically the waiting, watching 
time. I t  is the especial period of the patience of 
the saints. The  Lord appeals to us thus :- 

" IA'atc11 ye, therefore; for ! e hno~v not JJ hen the &[aster 
of the house colneth, at eqcn, or at midnight, or at the coch- 
croalng, or in the morniilg : lest colliing suddenly He find you 
sleel~iilg. And what I sa! ullto 1ou I saq u i ~ t o  all, IVatch." 
XIarh 13 : 35-37 

One of the fatal conseqnences of not watching is 
distinctly stated in Rev. 3 : 3 :- 

'' If therefore thou shalt not \valch, I \\ill come on thee as .I 











  lo tic.^, hot11 I X ~ C : ~ I I S C  of its effect 1111011 tlie cnllsc: of 
trrlth, and also hecaiisc it of itself is :I sign of the 
times. \\'bile it is true that inalr!. indil-idr~als in thc 
different religious denomi~iations recognise \\.it11 more 

not exist and therefore t l ~ e  I.ortl brought upon yo11 this evil, to 
destroy ant1 cnt you off f r i~m the face of the earth. Is not this the 
thing that I spoke to !-on of one hnndred and t\ventj- years back, 
ancl you would not harken to the \mice of the Lord, and no\v do 
you desire to live upon earth ? 

"And  they saitl to Noah, Ti'e are ready to I-etl~rn to the Lord ; 
only open for us that 1%-e Itlay live. and not die. 

"And Noah ans\vered them, saying, I3ehold, now that you see 
the trouble of your souls, you \vish to retllrll to the Lord l l ihy 
dicl you not retnrn durinfi these hundred and twenty years, xvhich 
the Lord granted to you as the determined period ' Hut no\v J-ou 
come and tell me this 011 account of the troubles of )-our souls. 
XOIY also the Lord \\,ill not listen to you, neither \rill H e  give ear 
to yo11 on this day ; so that yo11 will not no\\ s ~ ~ c c e e ( l  in your 
xvishes. 

" Arid the sons of inen approached in order to break into the 
ark, to come in on account of the rain ; for the?- coultl 11ot hear the 
rail1 up011 them. And the Lord sent all the I-ieasts ant1 anirnals 
that stood round the ark. And the heasts overpo\veretl thcm, and 
tlrove them from the place; and every man \vent his \vay, antl the!. 
again scattered themselves upon the face of the earth. .\11t1 the 
rain !\.as still descending npon the earth, an.1 it desceniletl forty 
days arlcl forty nights, and the waters prevailetl greatly upon the 
earth ; and all flesh that was upon the earth, or in the nxters, died, 
whether men, animals, beasts, creeping things, or birds of the a i r ;  
and there only remained Koah and those that xvere \vith him in t h e  
ark." Chap. 6, verses 17-26. 

The  people then \vollld not believe until it was too late And 
so it will be again in the end of the xi-orld. I'eter says that men 
now are " n-illinglq- ignorant " that by the xvord of the I.ord the 
~vorld that then was, b e i ~ ~ g  o\-erfloxved with \vater, perished; but 
the heavens and the earth \\-hich are nor!., by the same xvord are 
kept in store, reser\-ed unto fire azainst the day of judgment and 
perditiori of ungo111~ men " 2 Peter 3 :  3-7. " \\'he11 once the 3Iaster 
of the home is risen up,  and hath shut to the door, antl ye begin 
to stand \\sithout, anrl to knock at the (loor, saying, l a r d ,  1-ord, 
open unto u s ;  H e  shall anslyer anrl say unto yon, 1 know you 
not whence ye are." 1.1il;e 13 : 25. 

or less distinc.tncss th(% fact that \\.c. :ti-(. li\.ing in th(8 
last days, \\.ith man!- of these it docs not l ~ r c o ~ n e  a 
practical t r r~ th .  011tsitic of these thc.1-t. arc: Innri!. 
11-ho r i d i c ~ ~ l e  the  idea as prepostero~is and c,ntlantlish: 
and in opposition to the mess:~gc that ('hrist is soon 
coming. raise the cry of, " Pe:~ce. peace. \\-Ilell there 
is no peace." Jer. 8 : T I .  Such teachin!: is also 
all~ided to  hy the prophet in 15j.e. 13 : 10, 11. 

T h e  gro l~ndn~ork  of the  peace and safety cry is 
the doctrine of the temporal millennium. This  
teaches that the  \\.orld is no\\- entering, or about to  
enter upon a period of rini\,crsal peace and good-will : 
that the  moral tolit. of the \\,orld is improving ; that 
men and nations arc learning righteousness; and 
that the  gospel of Christ is about to become the 
controlling principle in public and pri\.ate life. And, 
further, it teaches that this happy statc ~vill  continue 
for one thousand years, ~vh ich  period of time the 
word millennilmi literally signifies, at  tlie end of 
which the Lord \\.ill come. However, if this doctrine 
11e ti-lie, it \\-ill make biit little difference t o  this 
generation or to the  one living at  the close of the 
period \vhethe~. H e  comes or not. T h e  verses \ve 
11al.e just considel-ed, which liken the last days t o  
those of S o a h ,  \\-hollj~ diiprove this position. In 
ndclition t o  \\,hat J Ia t the~v  states, Luke gi1.e~ n still 
morc forcible \,el-sion of 0111- Saviour's words :- 

" Ant1 a s  it w a s  i l l  t h e  clays of Noah ,  s o  shall  it Ile also in 

t h e  (lays of t h e  Son  of mail. T h e y  did pat ,  the!. clranl<, t h e y  
nlarrietl wivrs,  the!. n.ercx gixp~r in marriage,  ~ u ~ t i l  t h e  d a y  t h a t  

N o a h  e n t r r c d  illto t l l r  a rk ,  and t h e  flood calne,  antl destroyed 

then? all. 1,ikrwisc also a s  it \\-as in t h e  c1aJ.s of Lot  ; t h e y  
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the day of the Lord have burned up the last work 
and relic of rebellion, and the earth made new in 
Edenic glory comes again from the hand of its Maker, 
as beautiful, yea, more beautiful, if possible, than at 
first. I t  would not be within the limits of this 
pamphlet to follow out this subject, but the reader 
is referred to the following scriptures : Isa. 6 j : 17-22 ; 
2 Peter 3 :  13; Revelation 21 and 2 2 ,  and to the 
work "The Saints' Inheritance," price 6d., obtainable 
from the publishers of this work. 

In  that state, this and all kindred scriptures will 
meet a fulfilment that is ample and complete. But 
for such a condition of things this side of the coming 
of Christ, neither the Bible nor the trend of events 
gives any promise whatever. 

Judging of the probability of the conversion of 
the world from the existing state of things, it would 
seem to  be far from striking. The  following table 
gives a comparatively accurate showing of the present 
religious status of the world :- 

Jews and Parsees ... 
Greek Catholics ... 
Protestants ... ... 
Brahminical Hindoos 
Mohammedans ... 

... Roman Catholics 
Pagans ... ... 
Buddhists ... ... 
Unclassified ... ... 
Concerning the very small proportion of this 

number classed in the list of Christians, Bishop 
Foster has very aptly said :- 

"There are sonle who too fondly anticipate a millennilim. 
There is a lack of infornlation on the progress of Christianity. 

The facts arc ~iiisstated daily in l~ulpits all over the collntry. 
IrIinisters hcsitate to present the worst side for fear of cai~sing 
cliscouragement, and they create hopes that are never realisetl. 

I 11-e are not at the da\vn of a niillennium. Colllpared with the 
i \vork to be dol i~. ,  the past is nothing. C1n1- children's chiltlre~l 

for ten generations to collie lllilst lal~our harder than n-c arc 
tloing, to acco~l~plish the con\,ersion of the world. The \vorld5s 
population is I ,  joo,ooo.ooo. Of these. Christians nu1nl)er less 
than a tliird; and half of that thirrl helongs to the Koillan 
Catholic Church. The Protestants 11l1111t)er ~l+,ooo,oocr. They 
are divided into joo sects. Xncl this riu~nber of their strength 
includes. also. all thc thieves. ex-con\~icts, the clrl)ased, besotted, 
and the specltled and strcaketl in Cl1ristendom."-.Yortlzro~esf~ri~ 
Cliristiaii d,l:,ori~fr: of Dcc. z. 188j. 

Further on in thc same article the bishop said:~- 
$ '  13efore us we 1iaj.e t l ~ c  grcat prol>le~l~-the ~.~oo,c;oo,ooo 

of pagans to co i l~~cr t  to Christianity. That  is the solid rock 
that 1oo111s lip ill our path. Look at i t ;  see ullat ~vorl; has 
been clone in 1800 years, and ho\v 111uc11 is b-ct to 1)c acconl- 
plisliecl. In Inclia, after niore than a hundretl )-ears of niissioll 
work, \ve have 6oo;ooo native converts and z,ooo,ooo Christians 
alnong z6o,ooo,ooo heathen. Call we relnove that solicl l~oulcler 

. . .  that is as old as the hills? Our XIetliodist Church 
we think the iilost divine and ineffable. 11-e boast that \vc 
are going to conquer the \vorlcl, and coi~ic fro111 our  palaces 
and princely farills to subscribe fifty cents a head for the 
undertaking ! It is a burning disgrace, that excites pity ant1 
disgust." 

And as to the prospects for universal peace, the 
following recent statement of the armament of Europe 
does not indicate that the nations are really contem- 

. 

1 plating such a happy consummation :- 
SAT1O.U. & [ E N .  HOKhES.  C.4hNOh 

. . . . . . . . .  Russia 1,j19,810 181,000 2.084 
(Gernlany . . . . . . . . .  83 j,000 yh.000 z , o z ~  

. . . . . . . . .  Austria 8j6,980 j8.12 j 1,600 
England . . . . . . . . .  478,800 - - 

. . . . . . . . .  France 1,850,ooo - - 
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The remaining states of Europe make up \\pith 
the above a total of about j,o00.000 men. 

T H E  FINAL SEPARATION. 
Verses  40, 41 : " The11 shall two be i l l  the field ; llle ol~c. 

shall be taliell, ant1 the otlier left. l-\vo n7olllell sllall 1 ~ t .  
grinding at tlie lllill; the one shall be taliell, and the ot l~cr  
left.t." 

This language sh0n.s the final separation between 
the righteous and the \\.icked. There is no elaborate 
esplanation as to hon. the circun~stances \\.ill 111eet 
their fulfilment, but that is not tlie esseritial force of 
the test. The  line will in some cases be dra\\-n 
betrveen those who are intimately related. S o ~ n e  
members of the same family will be taken away bj. 
the judgments of God, while others will be left to 
receive their coming Lord. 

THOSE WHO WATCH WILL KNOW T H E  TIME. 
Verses  42=44 : " \Vatcli therefore, for !c l<l~o\\r not \r hat 

hour your Lord doth culile. But k ~ ~ o w  this, tllat if the good 
inan of the house had lcnonn ill what \vatcll tllc thief \c-ol~ltl 
collie, he would have w:itched, ai~tl \vould llot lm\e suflered 
his house to be brolcen up. Therefore 1)e ye also ready; for 
il l  such at1 hour as ye tllinl; not the Son of man co~~ir t l i ."  

The injunction to watchfulness is repeatedly given 
by our Saviour in connection with His teaching in 
reference to His second advent. These injunctions 
must apply especially to those \vho live down near 
that event. This fat? is convincing evidence that the 
Lord is not displeased with those \vho look for~vard 
to His conling, and stud?- His \\.ord in reference to 
it. N o  one \\latches for that lvhich he does not 
espect, and illdifference or aversion to\v:ird the coming 
of Christ is sure evidelice of coldness toward Christ 

Himself. If we love Jesus, \\.c shall love His appearing: 
and if \ve love His appearing, \ve shall be eagerly 
Lvatching and xvaiting for it. Flut if \ye Itnew the 
hour \\.lien He \vould come, \ire should not ic i~tch for 
His coming; nor could \re [vith eagerness exbect His 
coning if nre  had no kno\vledge of its approach. 
The  course of time has been measured off in definite 
periods do\\,n to the heginning of the present genera- 
tion. The time from the end of the prophetic periods 
to the coming of Christ is emphatically the ~vaiting, 
\\.atching time. Those \vho \latch, as our Lord 
co~n~nands ,  ~vill eventually kno\v the tirne. Ko man 
\\rill maltc it kilo~vn, for it is not revealed to man in 
the Scriptures. Angels \\.ill i ~ o t  nlalie it lino\vn, 
though they may miniitel- to, and coninnunicate lvitli, 
the childre11 of ~ n c n .  Seither \\.ill thc Son. Iriut the 
Father ~vill malie it l<no\vri wllcn Hc speaks again 
from heaven. 

I t  is undoubtedly true thxt the unscriptural and 
irrational course pursued by many so-called Adventists 
in repeatedly setting a time of their o\vn for the 
Lord to come has had the effect to disgust many 
Ivith the whole matter. This is the eiiemy's ~vol-k. 
H e  has ever sought thus to obscure ever), truth by 
bringing it under the shadow of reproach. But it is 
un\vise to  be thus misled. Probably there is 110 

prophecy that better describes the present state of 
unbelief in the xvorld in regard to  tllc second advent, 
caused partly b!. fanatical time-movements, than the 
following :- 

..Son of man. what is that provcrl) t l ~ a t  yc ha\-(. ill the 
land of Israel, saying, Tllc clays ai-e prolonxed, a ~ i d  cvcry 
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\.ision faileth l Tell t l~enl .  f herffore. Thus saith the I~<ord 
God: I will 111al;e this provert~ to cease. and they shall i ln  

more use it as a proverb in Israel; hnt say unto them, The 
days are at hand, and the effect of every \-ision. For there 
shall be no lnore any ~ . a i n  \-ision nor flattering cli~.ination 
within the house of Israel. For I am the Lord: I will speak, 
and the ~ r o r d  that I shall spcali shall come to pass; it shall 
l ~ e  no Inore prolongetl; for in )-our days, O rebellious house, 
n-ill I say the word, ant1 uill perfor111 it, saith the I ~ r c l  God." 
Eze. 12 : 22-2;. 

The  burden of this prophecy is t ime:  therefore 
the word here mentioned that the Lord \\-ill speak, 
\\.ill be the time. Rev. 3 : 3 is also to the point :- 

Itelneniber, therefore, how thou liast receil-cd and Ilcard. 
and hold fast, and repent. If thercfore thou shalt not \\-a.tch. 
I nill come o n  thee as a thief, and tl~oii shalt not Itno\\- n h : ~ l  
lroiri, I nill conic upon thee." 

Those who do not ~vatch, \\-ill not know the hour. 
Those \\rho watch n-ill ltnon the hour. 

The present ~vatching, waiting positioil requires 
much faith and patience. Says Paul :- 

" Cast not away, therefore, your confidence, \rhich hat11 great 
recompense of relvard. For ye ha\.e need of patience, that. 
after J-e ha\-e done the will of Got1 [in proclaiming the coil~ill:: 
of Christ], !.c niight rereit-c the pron~ise. For !-et a little 
while, and He that shall come will conie, and will not tarrj.. 
Now the just shall li1.e h. faith ; but if any nlan draw back. 
hI!. soul shall 11al.e 110 pleasure in hill]. Eut \re are !lot of 
them who tlran- back ~ l n t o  perdition, I)ut of them that I)elic\c 
to thc sa\.ing of the soul." Heb. 10: 33-39. 

S v s  James : " Be patient therefore, brethren, unto 
the coming of the Lorct. Behold, the husbandman 
ivaiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hat11 
long patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. Be ye also patient ; stablish your hearts ; 

for the c:olni~ig of tl~rl I-ord dra\\etli i l i~ l i . "  James 
5 : 7 ,  8. 

Jt-sns says: " 13ecause thou hast kept the word 
of ;\I!- patience, I also \\.ill kecp thee f~-om tllc: hour 
of temptation, I\-hich shall come upon a11 the I\-orltl 
to try them that d\\-ell upon the earth." Rev. -3 : 10. 

The present position and present duty c ~ f  God's 
people are d e f i ~ e d  in Rev. 14 :  1 2 :  " Here is thc 
patience of the s:li~lts; here are the that keep the 
coinmandn~cnts of God, and the faith of Jesris." 

T H E  FAITHFUL A N D  W I S E  SERVANT.  

V e r s e s  4 5 = 4 7 :  c c  IVho the11 is a faithfill ant1 r i s e  scr\,aut, 
u honl his lord Ilatli 111:lde ruler over his hoiisclloltl. to give tl~eln 
rileat in due season ? Blessed is that servant \\.l~oin his lo~. t l  
when he co~neth shall find so doilig. Verily I sa!. nnto you. 
that hc shall 1na6e lli~ii r111~r over all his goods." 

In this fignrc. Christ is represented as the Lord 
of the l~oilsehold of faith (see hIark 13 : 34, 35: Hell. 
3 : 6), l e a v i n ~  His house, and conlmitting the work 
of caring for His chr~rch to His servants. -4 blessing 
is promised those ser\.ants who are found faithfrilly 
discharging this dilt? when their Lord comes. They 
ai-e to feed the flocl; of God, over whom the Holy 
Ghost hath made them overseers. Acts 20: 28. They 
must preach the word. 2 Tim. 4 : 2 .  They should 
\\.atch for souls as they that must gi1.e account. 
Heb. 13 : 17. They will not only gi\-e meat to the 
household, but they \\-ill give it " i n  due season." . . I hey nill preach ' ' ~ ~ Y L s ~ I I ~ ~  truth.'' 2 Peter I : 12. 

;\feat in due season when Christ's coming draws 
near, nill be " t h e  gospel of the kingdom." I t  will 
include the proclamation of His coming. I t  nil1 h(% 
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fables. But lvatc11 thou in all tllings, endure afflictions, do 
the work of ail evallgelist, make full proof of thy mini~try ."  
2 Tim. 4 :  1-5. 

2. He is \vise. " He that ~vinneth souls is \vise." 
He  must be uise. He \\.ill hold forth the truth in 
its harmony and beauty, and thus expose error and 
win men to the truth. \\;hen it becomes his dutj. 
to "reprove and rebuke," it ~vill be done at a proper 
time and place, and then with all " long-suffering and 
dottrine." He  \\.ill study to show himself "appro\,ed 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Tim. 
2 :  I j .  

THE EVIL SERVANT. 

Verses 48=51: "Rut  and if that evil servant shall say in 
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming ; and s l~al l  begin to 
s ~ n i t e  his fellow-servants, a n d  to eat a n d  drinlc with the 
dnlnken ; the lorti of that servant sllall come in a day when 
he looketh not for hiin, and in an hour that lie is not aware 

o f ;  and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites; there shall he ueeping  and gnaslling of 
teeth." 

\Vhat the evil servant says and does, shows most 
clearly the position and \vork of the faithful and wise 
servant. The  evil servant says, " My Lord delayeth 
His coming," because the faithful servant is proclaiin- 
ing the coming of his Lord. The  evil servant smites 
the faithful servant, because he teaches the soon 
coming of his Lord. The faithful servant, true to 
his commission to preach the "gospel of the kingdom '' 
to a fallen church and a scoffing ~vorld, toils on, and 
for this the e\-il servant smites him; not with the fist, 
perhaps, but ~vi th the tongue of obloqny and reproach, 

which, however, tends to provoke active persecution and 
deeds of violence. That  there should be professed 
servants of Christ engaged in smiting those \vho are 
faithfully wa.rning the world, need not cause surprise 
in view of the past, but must cause sorrow in the 
heart of every lover of truth. The wiclted servant 
says in his heart, and some are saying with their 
lips, The Lord is not coming." The world is now 
just starting out upon its career of knowledge and 
enjoyment, says the scoffer. Where is the promise 
or indication of His coming 7 2 Peter 3 : 3,  4. He  
may come to-night ; He may not come in a million 
years. Thus they quiet the awakened conscience, 
and neutralise the truth., Such men \\.ill be found 
criticising and discouilting the Scriptures, and sub- 
jetting them to the tests of human philosophy and 
science, fi~lsely so-called. The only safety for the 
people is to loolc beyond such watchmen to  the sure 
word of God. Let them talte the Bible for them- 
selves, and there discerning the truth, embrace it, 
and live according to it. 

-- 

* The following remarlis of a Disciple minister are a sample 
of the attitude of many toward this subject :- 

" People take too literal a view of Christ's words, when H e  made 
that remarkable prophecy of the end of the ~vorld. H e  said that 

1 many \rould work miracles, heal the sick by laying on of hands, and 
raise the dead : that there \vould 1)e plagues, earthquakes, and wars ; 
but I do not take it all in a literal sense. I do not believe that 
the end of the world is near at  hand. I think H e  will come again, 
lxlt the time for that is llot yet at  hand. \Ire are a long, long way 
from the end of the world."-D. R .  Liicas, i i ~  Des i1Ioi1tcs Dai!~ N~als, 
May lo, 1887 



THE COATCLI7SIOX. I I j  

H E  impression prevails to some extent that he 
who teaches that Christ is soon coming is 

acting the 1.61~ of a n  alarmist. If so, tve have seen 

that the great Teacher has placed Himself a t  the 
head of the class. No one has spoken illore positively 
11pon this point than H e  has done. He said, (' I n  

hly Father's house are nlanl- mansions : if it nere 
not so, I would have told >-ou. I go to prepare a 

place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will coii~c agaht, and receive yon unto Myself: 
that where I am, there ye may be also." Juhn 14 : 

2, 3. There is nothing ambiguous about that langnage. 
A child can understand it. It  rncans that Jesus will 
conle again. In the ~einarkable chapter n-e haxe 
here revielved, the Saviour takes up the subject 
specifically, and not only affirms the fact of His 
coming, but lo~etells in explicit langllage the e\.cnts 
~vhich He would have us recognise as sigils of the 
11ea~ aP,b~,oaih of His comirlg and the end of the 
world. And in the closi~lg \vords of the last book of 
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the Bible, through the prophet John, He saj7s, "Re- 
hold, I comc qliicklI ; and Alp re\\ard is with h le .  
to gi1.e ever!- Inan accordi~lg as his \vork shall bc." 
lie\,. 22 : 12. 

Eut the message of Christ's second coining is not 
sensational in its essential character. It  is a solemn, 
practical truth. It  is full of warning and admonition 
to sinners and worldly professors, and fill1 of coinfort 
to the faithful follo\vcrs of Christ. It  is spoken of 
in the Scriptures :is a fact, established upon the tvord 
which never fails. \T'hen speaking of His secoild 
ad\-ent, the Saviour said, " Heal-en and ear-tli shall 
pass away, but hIy word shall not pass away." 
Matt. 24:35. T o  disbelieve in His coinii~g ~volild be 
to doubt one of two of the greatest el-ents in the 
gospel plan. \\'hat the harvest is 'to seed-tiine, 
Christ's second advent is to His first. T o  doubt 
that He ever came to earth \\,auld be to sub\-ert the 
gospel. T o  disbelieve His second corning \\rolild 
nullify in the mind the object of His first coming,- 
salvation,-xnd rob the sacrifice of its glorious reward. 
IIjhen He appears the second time, it is " n-ithont 
sin unto salvation." Heb. 9 : 28. 

The apostle Paul speaks of the second advent as 
" that  blessed hope." Titus 2 : 13. Jesus saj,s : 
" And \\-hen these things [these signs of His coming] 
hcgi~ i  to  come to pass, then look up, and lift 11p your 
heads ; fol- your redeillptiori draiveth nigh." And 
again, "\\'hen ye see these things C O I I ~ C  to pass, k11o\v 
ye that the kingdoin of (;od is nigh at hand." Luke 
L I  : 28,  31. Christ's liillgdom is at His appearing. 
2 I ,  4 :  I l'he prophet Isaiah anticipates the 





the shout of welcome \\ill unite in the wail of despair. 
There \\ill be but two classes in that day. And to 
one of those classes each one living will belong. T o  
which shall I belong? Solemn question. T o  which 
party will you belong, reader? On which side of 
the ark will you be then ? No one can wait for 
Christ who is not prepared for His coming. Only 
the precious blood of Jesus, that cleanses from sin, 
can prepare us to receive Him, and fit us to dwell in 
His presence. Have you an interest in His forgiving 
love? I s  your peace made with God ? If so, His 
coming will have no terror to you; for He comes to 
save His waiting people. 

T H E  COMING OF T H E  L O R D  

Coairsc;, coilling. c o i ~ l i n ~  ! W120 ? 
Christ, the Lord of life and glory, 

Hc who once for iile and yo11 
Died !-oh. depth of sin's sac1 story! 

Coilling, not a helpless stranger, 
Cradletl in the friendless manger ; 
Colliiii~, Lord of earth and heaven ! 
King! to whoill all power is given, 
Judge ! at xx~llose all-searching bar 
.ill iliust stand, just what they are ; 
. \ I I ~  the xviclicd tell with shaiile 
\.\.'hy t11ey't.c cursecl His holy narllc. 

Clothed ill strange, unearthly splendour, 
Glory niell ne'er dreaiil of now, 

Granclcur earth ne'er had attend her. 
.It His sight the heavens shall wither, 

Fro111 His ~ ~ r e s e n c e  earth shall flee, 
Islands niol-e, and ii~ountains thither 

Seek the caverns of the sea. 
E\,ery eye shall then bellold Hirll, 

.\I1 the natioiis feel His ire; 
\Vliile the l~rightness that enfolds Hi111 

Is to the111 consurning fire. 
Thunders all the air shall thrill, 

;ill the heax-cils with lightnings blaze, 
And the unixerse stand still, 

\Vhile through all its realins is heard 
That  profound, onlnific word 
LVhich to life the dead shall raise. 

Colning, conling, coining ! bV1iy ? 
To redeein His purchased treasure, 

.A11 His saints o'er sin who sigh, 
All who inake His will their pleasure : 



H I S  GLORIUCS r lPPEARI .Y ( r .  

T o  bring back within their borders 
His whom hades holds to-day ; 

To arrest sin's wild disorders, 
And the monster Death to slay. 

Coming to fulfil His plan, 
Make His oath and promise good, 

Which secures repentant illan 
Life eternal through His blood. 

Coming, coming, corning ! W h e f ~  ? 
.4h ! that questioil solemn, thrilling ! 

For when He appeareth, then 
All these earthly scenes, fulfilling 

His sure word, shall have an cud. 
And behold the day is near! 

Signs in earth and heaven portend 
That  the Lord will soon appear. 

Angry thrones, through wars, l~roclain~ it ; 
Scoffers by their scoffing llaIlle i t ;  
And the nlute and solemn sky 
Has hung forth its prophecy. 
Coming ! while a e  wait and dally. 

Corning ! while we sleep in sin. 
Swift as light o'er hill and valley, 

That great day is corning in. 
Sinner, rouse thee to thy fate. 
Saint, be watchful at thy gate. 
Saviour, fit us all to appear 
At Thy  coming, now so near. -CT. Smith. 

The  object of this little Work is to 

teach reading, and at the same time 

7 ,  combine lessons that wili instil into 

@ the mind of the learner the truths 

of the  gospel.^.^.^.^.-.^.^.^.^.^.^.^.^.^.^.^.-. 

The flrbt pages are devoted to the ALPHABET, each letter 

of which combines some BIBLE SCENE. 

THE REMAINING PART OF THE BOOK 
IS G I V E N  T O  

Made so simple that any child can understand them. 

SWIFTER than a \veaver's shuttle 
Pass our days i11 rapid fight. 

Soon will come the day unmeasured 
When we'll know no more of night. 

Therc's a little tinre to labour, 
Just a little space to pray, 

Then the hlaster comes in beauty 
And begins that endless day. 

It will prove a delightful study for the children. 

Leatherette Covers. Price One Shilling. 
Post Free. 
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- BY M R S .  E. G. WHITE. 

HE character of th is  book is well represented by 

its title. T h e  first chapter treats of Gpd7s  

love for man, a n d  each succeeding chapter leads the  

reader s tep  by step through t h e  various stages of the  

Christian life. T h e  rare  ability of the  author in the  

presentation of Scripture t ru th  h a s  never been used 

t o  better  advantage than  in th is  little Work.  

T h e  late DEAN MACARTNEY described it a s  "ad -  

mirably suited t o  arouse t h e  careless o r  direct and  

comfort t h e  anxious." 

Thc following tablc of contents will givt an idca 

of its kprutical cJzaracter :- 

aod's Love for Man ........... Growing into Christ ........... 
...... The Sinner's Need Of Christ. The Work and the Life. 

Repentance.. ................... ........... A Knowled~e of God 
Cenfesslon. .................... 

Privllege of Prayer. ............ Censecratien. .................. .I, 
Falth and Acceptance. ........ 6 What to w'th ....... 

.... The Test of Discipleship. Rejoicing in the Lord ......... 

The Work is illustrated and put up in three styles of binding, 
each presenting a neat and pleasing appearance, at the fol- 
lowing prices, post free :-Leatherette, flush, 116 ; Leatherette, 

cased, 21-; Cloth, 216. 

r lz21 

This is a very interesting Book, and will help to remove the 
misconception which exists in the $minds of many 

people with reference to the Angelic Beings. 

HE work consists of two parts. Par t  one is 

devoted to the consideration of the Holy 
Angels: their number, exalted character, their work in the 
Gospel and in the execution of God's judgments. 

Par t  two treats of the Origin and Destiny of Satan, 
concluding with a chapter on the redemption of the earth. 

128 Pagus, LcatA~vdttc Coucvs, Post Fvcc. 

B OHE SHILLING. 

On the  Nature 
of the Fourth 
Commandment. 

CANDID and thoroughly scrip- 
tural treatise on the Sabbath 

question ; its arguments are 

B R I E F  A N D  

C O N V ~ N C I N G .  '*' 
Those passages in the New Testa- 
ment which are usually quoted as  

proof in favour of keeping Sunday, are examined and 
shown t o  be devoid of any such proof. 

O N  T H E  l M P O R T l N T  SUBJECT O r  T H E  S P l B A T *  

92 PAGES, P A P E R  COVERS.  O D . .  POST Fnee. 

92 PAGES. LEATHERETTE C O V E R S .  IS.. POST FREE. 
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A pzillicat;otz ndnzivr~tly adapted to t h ~  
Pvesent condztzo)~ of society. 

And the Purity Pledge. 

By J. H. KELLOGG, M.D. .  Member of the Britich Associa- 
twn for tlze adua~lcet~ient of Sciexce, and 

E. E. KELLOGG, A . M . ,  Associate Superintendent of the 
Social Purity Depuvtment of the Amevican Women's Christiaft 
Temperance Union. 

& & & &  
"N THIS WOK K Dr. Kellogg deals in a candid, for- I cible, yet careful manner with the important subject 

of Social Purity. The  evil effects of Bad Diet, Evil 
Associations, Bad Books, Impure Thoughts, and Unchaste 
Language are presented with clearness and impartiality. 

The dangerous Pitfalls into which 

our Boys and Youth 

are liable t o  fall are pointed out, 

and the means by which the principles of Social Purity 
must be cultivated and maintained are clearly stated. 

The  Purity Pledge for Girls is treated by Mrs. Kellogg, 
whose wise words in speaking and writing on this subject 
have been a blessing to many. 

"THE BELFAST EVENING TELEGRAPH" 
Refer, to  thii Book as follows :- 

" The high-class moral tone pervading this publication should make 
it widely read; it might be placed with benefit in the hands of all young 
persons; the purity which it inculcates would greatly raise the tone of 
modern society." 

Illustrated. ONE SHILLINO. Post Pree. 
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A z l u a b l e  -- Little Work - deserving a very wide circulatio-. - 

CHRIST 
AND ~ I I S I ~ T L  

RICHTEOUSN ESS. 

THE subject of which this Rook treats is worthy 

of the innst careful study; the valuable t h o ~ g h t s  pre- 

senteJ, and the precious truths contained in its pages 

are admirably sllited to encourage both the m a t u ~ c  

Christian and the seeker after truth. 

Those who desire a clear understanding 

of the true relation of Christ to Creation 

and Redemption should not fail to read 

riE following is a brief synopsis of its contents: How shall we 

collsider Christ 1-11 Christ God ? -~Chri i t  as ( - re i t  i r  1 i Christ 

a created Being ?--God. manifest in the l:le?h-The 1 - i i t o r -y  of Faith 
--Bondservants and Free >Ten--Practical Illustrations of Deliverance 
from i3ondage. 

- .>g+bT.- 

Leatheret te  Covers. I l lustrated.  Pos t  Free.  

O N E  SHILLING. 
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1 7 t  '@%orb anb the %ife. 
A ~ .o l l - c t~on  of Leaflets of a thoreughly practical char, 

acter, by Mrs. E. 0 .  WHITE and E. .I. WhGCiONEh 
which will well repay a careful reading. 

II4 PAGES. 
FANCY COVER 
POST FREE. PRICE 6 ~ .  

From DASICNESS to LIGHT. 
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

Thispamjhle t  contains assovted mutter, w7,itfen i n  the rt!tll-known 

clear aii~lforcible style of the '4uthor. I t   ill b a  fo~l,tdprc$tnble 
reitding. The  sirbjects tveirtcil u r e y & ~ ~ : ~ ~ , > ~ > ~ ,  

r h e  Origin of Evi l -The Plan of Salvation-The Way to Christ-Th? 

Privilege of Pr~yer .  

64 Pages. Fancy Covers. Price 6d. Post Free. 

-. 

4 series of Leaflets by various writers, arranged ill such a 
l ~ a n n e r  a s  to be exceedingly helpful t o  the  Studerlt, g i v i l ~ ~  
ight on Bible t ru ths  unknown to many. 

64 Pages. Fancy Covers. Price SIXPENCE. Pest Free. 

?'he Sabbath Made Plain. 
N this Pdmphlet the  rea5ons for Sunday * * * ji observance a re  exan~ined ,  and rnan y Bible 

acts  about the Sabbath  presentrd. I t  shows rzhich day the  
Xpoitles observed, and what the  Bible says ahout the Sal, 
~ t h  in the 1a.t days, answering fully the question, Can \r r 

ceep the Sabbath ? 64 pagrs, fancy co\ rrs. 
Pric? SIXPENCE. Post Free .  
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.... TRUTH STRANGER THAN FICTION.-.- 

BY ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG, 
A N A T I V L  DAUGHTER. %h 

R E A r  interest has been manifested in P i f r a i r l ~  Islnttd and its people, 
and many calls have been made for a complete and authentic 

history of its settlement, customs, 6tc. ; but hitherto this has llot been 
obtainable : such a history has bee,$ mil l in  by a ?tatiue of the Island,  

this miniature world, one of the gems of the Pacific, is described with 
cirarming simplicity of style refreshing to the reader. 

I n  a clear and forcible manner she tells of the Mutineers of the 
Bounty;  Their Arrival at Pitcairn; The Death of John Adams: The 
!)ueen'a Ririhday, and how celebrated at  Pitcairn ; Removal to Norfolk 
Island : H o  ! for Pitcairn again : Visit of John I. Tay ; The Missionary 
Ship Pitcairn. - 

The IVork in Jllusl~irlrd w i l h  26 Engravt71g.l by lhp hfr(f401zeproce3~. 
,own., i,, .+at Ird ,~ , , , t  C/o., wdtA Cow?, dt'siyi rmbossed in b!ack Prccc 4s0 

and gold, 256 pages. Postfree. 

Christian Education. 
This is  a new Book of 256 Pages. 

ATTER WAS WRITTEN B* 
It i s  of INES'rIMABLB Value to 

E. G. WHITE, Parents and Youths. 

COMPILED A N D  A R R A N G E D  BY 

' P R O F .  W.  W. PRESCOTT. - 
HE mine of truth upon the subject of Christian Education which he 

has explored is so gveat, the deposits so rich, and the selection he 
has made therefrom so judiciozls, that it is confidently claimed this 

bsok covers the hole raugt of Chlistia7z Education, includillg Physical, 
. I . lo , r tn ! .  and :lIoval, Imth in the Home and in the School. This book 

should be hailed with delight by everyone interested ill the education of 
the youth. -- 

Post Free, 2s. 6d. 



R E L I G I O U S  and Family Journal C&I 

d e r o ~ e d  to a n  exoosition of .?'FFl 

PRICE (payable in advance) { For t h e  Year, post free - 6:- 
For Six Months, post free 

Bible Truth,  the evils of ' ~ e l i ~ i o u s  
Legislation, Spiritualism, Theosophy, 

An Illustrated 
32-page Quarterly 

HERALD OF LIBERTY. 
* a * *  

Intemperance, and Greed, and a gen- 
eral survey of passi~lg events 

'fll 
.<A 

IN THE LIGHT OF 
THE W O R D  OF GOD. 

i+x 
'7 

~ U B L I S H E D  in the interests of the Rights and 
~ 

Liberties of the People, and showing the Evils 
of any degree of Religious Legislation. I ts  departments 
are : Gcneral Articles, Review of the Colonies, Religion 
and the State Schools, Passing Events, and Uciitoiial Notes. 

klQflf 
P ~ C E  

'The ONLY JOURNAL OF T H E  KIND in the  

Southern Hemisphere. 
' Thc most fearle?! of any jour,ial p?~blrslr~il t n  thr c o 7 0 n t + s ' ' -  V a u n t  Barker Couricr 

Sing'e Copies. f d .  ; pcr Year. I -. Post free. 
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One of the most widely circu1:lted and 
extensively read religious papers in the 
colonies. 
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