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PREFACE:

Tae following pages are devoted to an examination of "lhe
imporiant and interesting question respecting what is to
constitnte the future inheritance which is promiged to these
who here live in the faithful service of their Maker. The
position is here maintained that it is to be this earth, re-
deemed from the curse, and cleansed from the polluting
iouch of the devil, when it shall again stand forth as fair
and glorious, as when the Creator himself prononnced it
‘““yery good,” as it came from bis plastic hand, and all ihe
sons of God shouted for very joy over a new world of love-
liness and beauty.

Those who have been taught that the saints are to receive
iheir recompense ¢ beyond the bounds of time and space,”
will perhaps at first be startled at the idea that they are to
receive a literal kingdom, consisting of lileral territory; hut
hefore they reject this view, we ask them to read carefully
the evidences which have brought us to the conclusion that
it is to be the ¢« kingdom, and dominion, and greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven,” which shall be finally
g;ivcn to the sainte of God as their eternal abode.

As Dr. J. Cumming, of England, says, ¢“ We¢ have gol a
notion as if there was 'something esgentially impure and
hopeless in what is materidl. . . . Dut it is nol so.
Only exbaust from the earth the poison, sin--let the foot-
fall of Him who made it be echoed from the hills and

(3)
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valleys once more, at dewy dawn, and at cven tide, and
tkis earth of ours will be instantly transformed into an
orb, the like of which’ is not amid all the orbs of the uni-
verse besides.” '

We have endeavored to show in these few pages that not
only holy men of past ages, and the present age, have
looked for a kingdom to be established on the earth
redeemed from the curse, but that God’s word plainly
teaches that this earth shall become finally the saints’ in-
heritance. Whatever may be your faith, or standing, grant
us all that toleration you would claim for yourself; then
read and ponder.

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

Sunte Bosa, Cul., March 1, 18713. =



THE SAINTS' INHERITANCE.

CHAPTER 1.

THE EARTH PROMISED TO THE MEEK.

“ BLESSED are the meek ; for they shall inherit
the earth.”” A meek man is one who is “mild
of temper; not easily provol'ed given to for-
bearsnce under injuries.’ Such was Moses.”
“Now the man Moses was very meelz, above all
the men which wers upon the face of the earth.”?
Christ was a perfect pattern of meekness. Ie
“did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. -
Who, When he was reviled, reviled not again;
when he suffered, he threatened not ; but com-
mivted himself to him that judgeth ughfeously 73
“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and
like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so he opened
nof, his mouth.”* A meek man is one who is like
Christ. The blessing promised such is: “They
shall inherit the earch.” This is something fut-
ure, and, therefore, has reference to a future in-
heritance.

The sentiment of the above text is not peculiar
0 the New Testament; but is also fully declared
in the Old. In Ps. 37 it is three times stated
that the Lord’s people “shall inherit the earth,”
and three times that “ they shall inherit the land.”

1 Webster. 2MNum. 12:3.
31 Pet. 2:22, 23, “Isa. 53:7; Acis §:32.
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We understand that these texts present a future
inheritance ; not an inheritance of the blessings
of this life, but of the joys of the earth made
new. Some suppose Matt. 5:5, is fulfilled in this
present life. But where is the person who has .
received an inheritance here s1mply beczuse he
has lived Christ-like? Is not the decree still
upon all men, “In the sweat of thy face shalt
vhou eat bread ?” Are the righteous more favored
with this world’s goods than the wicked? Or
does God still make the “sun to shine on the evil
and on the good, and send rain on the just and
on the unjuss ?”

David could say: “I. have been young, and
now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his sced begging bread.” When
speaking of abundsnt pxospenty, he treats of it
as the lot of the wicked, instead of .the saints.
Ps. 73:3-7: “I was envious at the foolish, when
I saw the prosperity of the wicked. For there
are no bands in their death; but their strength
1s firm. They are rot in-trouble as other men;
neither are they plagued like other men. There-
fore pride compasseth them about as a chain; vi-
olence covereth thcm as a garment. Their eyes
stand out with fai,ness they have more than
heart could wish.” Ag'un “Fret not thyself be-
cause of evil-doers, neither be thou envious againsi
the workers of ln*qulty For they shall soon be
cut down like the grass, and wither as the green
herb.” “Fret not thyself because of him who
prospereth in- his way, because of the man who
bringeth wicked devices to pass. . . For
evil-doers shall ‘be cut off'; butb those that wait
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For
yveb a little wlnle and the wicked shall not be;
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yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and
it shall not be. Bubt the meek shall inherit the
earth.” .

David considered the lot of the wicked here
- such that the righteous would be in danger of
desiring it, and fretiing. He also contrasis the
mherltance which the righteous are to receive
with the final overthrow of the wicked, which
proves it to be an inheritance still future.

The principal reason urged in support of the
position that Matt. 5:5 applies in this life, is the
supposition that when Christ comes to redeem his
people, the earth will he destroyed, and man no
longer possess it. If this position can be sus-
vained, then, of course, all texts which speak of &
reward or punishment on this earth must have
their application before that time. Reasoning in
accordance with this position, Universalists have
made capital of such texts as Prov.11:31. “The
righteous shall-- be recompensed in the earch;
much more the wiclzed and the sinner.”” Claim-
ing that this text could not have its application
after this life, they bave reasoned that “ whatever
" recompense isreceived by the righteous or wicked
here, must be for their good or evil deeds per-
formed here. And if the wicked have met the
recompense of their evil deeds here, in another
life they will have an equal chance with the right-
cous.” But, by comparing with this two other
proverbs of the wisc man, we discover that this
is without foundation. “For the upright shall
dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain
m 1.  But the wicked shall be cut off from the
carth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out

sPs. 5711, 9, 7, 0-11.
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of it.”® In spealdng of the rightecus after they
are planted in their inheritance, he says: “The
righieous shall never be remeved ; but the wicked
shall not inhsbit the earth”? Instead, then, of
Prov. 11 : &1, proving that all are renompensod in
this life, we see 1i; poluts {0 the final custing oftf
of ithe wicked. When bhe wicked are cus off,
the “meek inherit the carih, and dwell therein
forever.”

Ii" the premisz be true, that the carth is to bo
burnt up at vhe second advent, and no more ex-
ist, then, of course, all te:tis speaking of an inher-
itance on the earth must be fulfilled before such
conflagration shall take place.

('ne text has been brought forward {o prove
thai, the earth will cease to exist at the coming
of Christ. “DBut the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night, in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a greai, noise, and the ele-
ments shall raelt with forvent heat, the esrth alsc,
and the worl:s that ave therein, shall be burned
up.”® This text does noi inform us that the
eartir 1s to be burned up; netther could such a
conclusion bz drawn from i, after properly ana-
lyzing the languege. It will be seen that to
mal:e sense, the word “¢lso” must refer 0 what
has been previously said; and instead of read-
ing 1t—“The earihi also and Lhe works that are
therein shall be burned uyp,” placing the commas
after. the words heat, and also, it would read,
“The elements shall melt with fervent heat,
the earth also,” showing thai the earth is to be
melied only, the same as “the clements.” Hence,
we perceive that it is the works which are in the

¢ Prov. 2:21, 22, *Prov. 10: 30. 82 Pei. &:10-12,
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earth, and not the earth 1itself, which are to-be
burned up in the day of the Lord. The works
in the earth which are to be hurned up we un-
derstend arve the “works of the devil,” which
John says, “ Chnst has been 1nanifested that he
might. destroy.” . See 1 John %:3. These are
sin and sinners.” The above conclusion, that the
2arch ig io be melted instesd of burned up, is con-
firmed by verse 11. '“Seeing ihen that all thess
things shall be dissolwed, whst manner of per-

30ns c-ught ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness 7" This 1s the only testimnony we have
met with which can be supposed bo prove that
bhe earih 1s to be burned up, and this malzes no
such statement. It is further evident that Peter
did not design to teach the uiter destruction of
the heavens and the earth, from the {act that he
iminediately adds, “I{evertheless, we, according
to his promise, look for new heavens and o new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”

Iidward Robinson, D Db, seys thai the origi-
nal word, rendered nezw, in. 2 Fet. 3:1&; Isa. 65
17, and 66:22, means rencwed, or made ncw,
hence, better, superior, more splend id. So the
com"%pondmg word ol the Old Testarment means,
as a verb, o make new, or renew, repair, restore,
asin 1 Sam. 11:14; Job 10:17 Isa. 61:4; Fs.
105:5; 2 Chron. 15:3; 24:4:; whence are de-
rived the words rendered new, 7. ¢, renewed, as
in new moon, new heart, new creature, ete,

Solomon tells us,? “ The earth abideth forevor,”
and David says: “Of old lLast thou laid ihe
foundaiions of the earth ; and the heavens are the
worlk of thy bands. Thev shall perish, bub thou

3 Ecel. 1:4,
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shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like
a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them,
~and they shall be changed.” "
. Reason would lead us to object to the idea that
this earth is to be blotted out from the universe
at the close of the probationary state. It will be
freely admitted that, since the early history of
this earth, sin, rebellion, anarchy, and confusion,
have distressed its borders—the mass of the in-
" habitants have lived in rebellion against the law
of God. We can expect nothing better in this pro-
bationary state; for Paul informs us that “evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived.” If there is no
tuture state for this earth after sin and sinners
are rooted out of it, it appears to us that its very
cxistence would be a blot in the universe of God.

The Duablin Cliristian Herald says:—

¢If the earth was 1o be destroyed, and man never to have
the sovereignty of it, Satan would have a victory to boast of
iforever ; neither would that promise be fulfilled, that Jesus
should destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8. Fright-
iul, indeed, is the breach which Satan has made in this fair
ileld of God’s creation. . . . . . It is essential for Christ's
glory that ihe earth should be delivered out of the hand of
the enemy.”

Thomas Dick, LL. D, says :—

“To suppose, as some have done, thai the whole fabric of
creation will be shattered to pieces, thai the stars will liter-
ally fall from their orbs, and the maierial universe be blotted
out of existence, is a sentiment so absurd and extravagant,
and so contrary to the general tenor of the Scripture and the
character of God, that it is astonishing that it should ever

10 Pg, 102 : 25, 26.
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have been entertained by any man calling himsell a divine,
or & Christian preacher.?t

John Cumming, D. D, of London, says:—

¢ When he (Christ) comes, this earth shall be re-cast, re-
stored; re-constituted, re-beautified; and sei in more than its
irst and pristine glory. . . . . . Oualy exhaust from the
carth the poison, sin—1let the footfall cf Him who made it be
echoed from its bills and valleys, once more, at dewy dawn,
and at even tide, and this earth of ours wilk be instantly
Lransformefl into an orb, the like of which is not amid all the
orbs of the universe besides.”

-~

CHAPTER II.
PCRPOSE OF GOD CONCERNING THE EARTH,

What is the purpose of God respecting the
earth 7 Without the light of revelation, we can
give no true answer to the above question. But
if God has made known his purpose concerning
the earth, we shall not be considered on forbidden
ground 1n examining a few Scripture testimonies
on this subject. Was it the plan of God concern-
ing the creation of this earth, that it should re-
main in the hands of the wicked about six thou-
sand years, and then be burned up? Is this
system of planets thus to be thrown into donfu-
sion, and destroyed ? What saith the Scripture
on this point? .

We read: “For thus saith the Lord that cre-
ated the heavens; God himself that formed the
earth and made it; he hath established it, he

U Philogophy of a Future State, part ii. par. 17.
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created it not jn vain, he formed it to be inhab:
ited.” '  Here it 1s plainly stated what God’s de-
sign was in creating the earth. “He formed it
t0 be inhabited.” But, say you, It has been in-
habited. Yes, but mostly by a race of rebels.
Can we suppose that G TO(] § purpose concerning
the earth has béen entirely carried out in the
past, while man has possessed the carth ? God’s
purpose was that the earth should “be inhabhited.”
God gave the earth to man (Gen. 1:26), and
gave him “ dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the {owl of the air, and over the cattle and
- over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth.” From this, we
should learn that God designed that man, nos
some owher race, should inhabit the earth. Wiih
this agrees also the language of David, when he
says (Ps. 115: 16), “ The heaven, even the heav-
ens, are the Lord’s; but the earth hath he given
to the children of men.” DBut when the earih
was vhus given to man, he was in an uprighs
state, and the Lord hcad pronouuced him, wiih
she rest of his works, ‘very good.” Solomon Says
(Ecel. 7:29), “This only have I found that God
haith made man upncrht, but they have sought;
ouw; Imany nventions.” Seeing the manner in
which the Lord has dealt with man, we should
conclude his purpose was that man, in an upright
state; should possess the earih ; for he was in an
upright state when God gave him dominion over
the earih. When he became siniul, he lost that
doiniimon. . _
" A skephical mind might, perhaps, be ready tc
claim that God’s purpose had been frustrated in

>

1Isa, 4518,
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the fall of man. Althourh it may seem to them
that Cod’s purpose has been frustrated. yet we
helieve, and shall endeavor to show, that God’s

purpose will yet be carried out, and the earth
will be possessed by man in an upright state.
Says Peter, We ¢ look for new heavens and a new
sarth [renewed carch], wherein dwelleth right-
sousness.” Somie pa.raphmse this, * Wherein the
vightcous shall dwell” which probably gives the
correck idea. Then will od’s purpose rospecmng
the earth be folly accomplishad.

The Eible tbshmony ir plain that God’s pur-
pose concerning the earth will be fulfilled in
Glling this ecarth with » wace of holy beings
coraposed of those who have believed and obeyed
im sluring earch’s probationary period. Many
who have stood high as Christians in the past
have believed and advocated this ssme sentiment,
amony whom we enumersie Luther, Calvin, Cran-
nier, I oseph Mede, Dr. Goodwin, the entne body
of Baptists, Milton, Joshus Spaulding, Coiton
Maiher, Doddridge, George Benson, Toplady,
Jobhn WPSIf"V Dr. Adam Clarke e, Dr, Trwid: of
Dubhn A. Thoelaek, D. D, Dr. John Pye Smith
of Bnghnd, J oseph TVAr chy Sirr, of England,
“hd,]mms Pope, Heber, Iso,ac Waits, Matthew
Henry, Maithew Foole, Tii chard Baxter, Thomas
Emmet, Bunysn and Edward Irving, of England.
The author lsst nsmed, in his Orafions, thus
speals i— T ‘

““ And cannct God creaie cnoiher world many times move
iair, snd casl over it a meantle of light wany times more
lovely, and wasb 1L with purer dew than cvsr dropped from
ihe eyeli‘as o the morning 7’ ¢ Qh! what ©; thought! that
{he deluge or sin shall be kaled out, that the long-covered
kills end valleys of holincss shall again preseni themselves,



14 $HE BAINTS INIIKRITANCE,

that the slimy path of the old serpent shall be cleansed out
of all nations, and the alloy of hell with fervent heat be
burned out of the elements of the solid globe, ihat the king-
dom, peopled with the redeemed, shall become meet to be

presented in the presence of God, and remain ‘orever.”
5

CHAPTER III.

SPECIAL. PROMISES RESPECTING THE EARTH,

We have evidence which 1s conclusive wo our
mind that there is a future inheritance of this
earth. This evidence we will present in the form
of a logical argument. The ﬁlsb preraise of this -
argument, 1s: “God has made certain infallible
promises respecting this earth. Second: These
promises have not yet been accomplished, and,
gtccordmg to the description the Bible gives of
the last days, they cannot meet their accomplish-
ment this side of the second advent of Christ.
After sustalning these premises, we shall draw
the following loglca,l conclusion : Ther efore, there
is a future for this earth beyond the second ad-
vent, when the saints of God shall possess it, and
these promises be fulfilled.

The first promise of this character we will
notice is Num. 14:21: “But as #ruly as I live,
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the
Lord.” There can be no doubt as to the certainty
of the fulfillment of this promise; for the Lord
has pledged his own life for its accoraplishment.
The history of the past presents no testimony that
the carth has ever thus been filled with the Loxrd’s
glory. But in every age since this prediction,
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violence, anarchy, and sin, have reigned predomi-
nant. It seems in the days of Habakluk, pro-
phetic seers were still poinied to that glorious
time as yet futwre. We read: “For the earth
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”* To
avoid the conclusion that this refers to a perfect
state, when “the people shall be all righteous,”
some have suggested that “there are islands 1n
the see, which are not covered by the waters, so
there may be people, even in this glorious time,
that are still rebellious.” But to show that this
is not the prophet’s meamng, we would refer you
again to the first promise. “ ALL the earth shall
he filled with the glory of the Lord.” And Jer-
emiah, speaking of the glorious time in the future
ior God’s people (chap. 31 : 34), says: “And they
shall tcach no more every man his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord;
for they shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of vhem, saith the Lord: for 1
will forgive their iniquity, and I will rememnber
their sin no more.”

We claim concerning these promises that they
will not be fulfilled this side the second advent of
Christ. It has been comymonly elaimed, however,
that the world 1s to be converted, and a thousand
years of peace and quietness be enjoyed by God’s
people on earth prior to Christ’s coming again,
and that during that thousand years these prom-
ises are to be fulfilled. The testimony of Christ,
s also that of Paul, is clearly against the view of
the world’s conversion. We read concerning the
tares of the field: “So the servants of the house-

1 Hab, 2: 14,
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lolder came and said unto him, Siv, didsh not
Lhou sow good seed in thy fiold ? from whence
ilien hath it tares? Ide said wunto them, An en-
omy hath done this. The servants said unto him,
Wilt thou thea that we go and gather them up ?
Iut he said, Nay; lsst while ye gather up the
Lares, ye root up also ihe wheat with them. Let
both grow together uniil the harvest, and in the
iime of havvest I will 38y to the reapers, Gather
ve together firs) the tares, and bind them in bun-
dles to burn them ; bui gather the wheat invo my
harn.””

Now mark Christ’s explanation of this parable?
“ He answered and said uato them, He that sow-
col: the good seed is the Son of man; the field s
the world ; the good seed are the children of the
kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the
wicked one. The enemy that sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and
the reapers arc the angels. Az therefore the
tares are gathoered and hurned in the fire; so shall
it be in the end of this world. The Son of man
shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather
out of his kingdom a1l th1nos r,ha,t offend, and
them which do i Iniquisy, and shall cast them into
a furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.”

From this we see that both 1ghteous and
wicked are to be togeiher on earth until the end
of the world. So the world will not be ¢onverted
prior to the second advent. Paul says: “This
Lnow also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come; for men shall be lovers of theic own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,

2 Matt, 18: 27-30, 8749,
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disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, with-
out natural affection, truce-breakers, false accus-
ers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those thab are
good, ftraitors, beady, highminded, lovers of
pleasul es more than lovers of (God; having a
formn of godliness but denying the power ther eof

frora sucli turn away. |

t seeras from the foregoing language that a
very degencrate mass of nominal professors are to
exist 1n the very time when it is claimed that
the world will enjoy a millennium. There can
be no days later than the last, so the “last days”
must include the very last da. . therefore, the
above is & description of the state of a class just
before the end of probation. In verse 8, Paul
says of them, “ As Jannes and Jambres withstood
Moses, so do these also resist the truth.” It can-
not be that “ALL the earth”is filled with the
glory of the Lord while guch a class are still
upon it.

Again, Paul says: “Now the Spirit qpual.keth
expwssly that i1n the laiter fimes some shall
depart from the farsh, giving heed %o seducing
spirtts and doctrines of devils”* The doctrines
of devils will be taught by seducing spirits, and
many will give heed to tbem. This we under-
stand 1s already being accomplished in the teach-
mg and progress of modern spiritualism. This
state of things, just described, which we see rap-
idly dlawmg on, does not look like a trivmph of
the gospel in the last days, or a binding of ‘Sata,n
prior to Christ’s second advent.

But, says Dr. Priest and others, “Christ is
coming spiritually, Satan is to be bound, and a

392 Tim. 5:1-5. 11 Tim, 4:1.

Eaints' Tahceritanee,

I
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thousand years of millennium be enjoyed by
{tod’s people on the earth prior to Christ’s coming
to Judgment.” The word of God tzlls of no spir-
1iual second coming of Christ. His testimony to
his disciples, when giving them their commission
lo preach the gospel, was, “Go ye therefore and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, . . . and lo, I ara with you alway, even
nnto the end of the world”s He promises, in
this testimony, that his Spirit shall abide with
them, even as we read concerning the Comforter
which he promised to send: “And I will pra
the Father, and he shall give you another Com-
101 ter, that he may abide with you forever.”®

So it would be folly to talk of a spiritual advent
of Christ before the end of the world, unless it
could first be shown that the above promises had
failed, and his Spirit had leit the world.

His coming will be reel.  When he had given
lo the disciples their commission to plea,ch the
gospel, he ascended up before them literally and
bodily into heaven. .See Acts 1:10,11: “And
while they looked sieadiastly toward heaven as
he went up, behold two men stood by them in
white apparel ; which also said, Ye men of Gali-
lee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.” Jesus’ coming is to.
be as literal and visible as his ascension into
heaven. There is, then, no ground to claim that
the promise that “the earth shall be filled wath
the glory of the Lord,” can be fulfilled this side

s Mutt. 28119, 20. ¢ Jolim 14:16.
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the literal coming of our Lord from Heaven.” On
the promises we Thave thus far noticed respecting
the earth, we have sustained our two premises,
and now respecting them draw the logical conclu-
ston: Therefore, there must be a future state for
this earth beyond the second advent, when the
“glory of God shall fill the earth as the waters
cover the sea.”

Do any seill further urge the idea of a millen-
aium prior to Christ’s comlnor ? we would say, If
you locale a millenniwn this side his coming, it
will be sirongly infected with the papacy. We
read of the “little horn™ (papacy), Dan. 7:21,
22: “1I beheld, and the same horn made war
with thé saints, and prevailed against them, until
the Ancieni of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the Most High; and the
iime came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”
Again, Paul, speaking of this power, calls it that
man of ¢in, the son of perdition, who opposeth.
a,nd exalteth hirself above all that is called

God, or that i1s worshiped.”” He says of him,
“Whoin the Lord shall consume with the Spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the bright-
ness of his coming.” So we clearly see that the
papal power is to exist, even down to the point
when Chiist “ shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels,in flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel.” If the papacy, as here represented,
continues till the coming of Christ and makes
war on (God’s saints, there cannot be a state of
millennial glory till after his coming. The doc-
irine of the world’s conversion and a temporal

79 Thess, 2.
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millennium 1s of very modern date. The first -
who proclaimed 1t to any extent was Daniel
Whitby, who died A, D. 1726. Previous to his
time the universal sentiment was thaf the final
inheritance of the earth would be the fulhllment
of the promises respecting the earth.

- But we now wish to call attention to another
promise which the Lord ha,s mzde respecting the
carth.

CHAPTER 1V.
' THE PROMISE MADE TO ABRAHAM.

The promise to Abraham 1s the very ground-
work of the Chrisiian’s hope. And because of
the immutability of God’s word of promise to
Abraham, the Christian’s hope is not a nullity.

Sonie obJect to our dwelling on the promise
made to Abraham, and wish us to confine our-

selves to the teachmgs of the gospel. Well, if . -

we preach the gospel (which we hope we shall
ever be found doing) we must needs teach ele-
mentary principles before entering upon the
great truths of the gospel. Those first principles
must be connected with the first gospel sermons,
and Paul says, God “preached before the gospel
nunto Abraham.”! This promise 1s thus recorded :
“And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot
was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art, north-
ward, and southward, and eastward, and west-

1 Gal, 3:8.
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ward ; for all the land which thou seest, to thee
will I give it, and to thy seed forever.”?

After the Lord made this covenant with Abra-
ham and was about to confirm it, he said to him,
“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is nob theirs, and shall
serve them; and they shall afflict them four
bundred years; and also that natior, whom they
shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall
they come out with great substance. And thouw
shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thow shalt be
buried in a good old age.”?

We are told that these promises which were
made to Abraham were concerning the temporal
possession of the land of Canaan. To this we
nbject,

1. If it was only a temporal possession of the
land that was promised, then Abraham would
have received it in his life-time; bat, according
to Stephen’s testimony, he never received ib:
““ And he gave him none inheritance in i, no, not
so much as to set his foot on.”* |

2. It eould not be a temporal possession that
was promised ; for be was to have it forever, and
for an “everlasting possession.” If we should
admit that the terms forever and everlasting are
limited ° in this testimony, end the promise had
been fulfilled, we should find Abrabam still on
the land; for the everlasting is not limited by
Abraham’s life; but it ic the possession which 1s
to be everlasting.

2 Gen, 13:14, 15, $ Chap. 15:13-15. 4 Acts 7:5.
s Greenficld defines the originzl terms which are trapslated
Jorcver and everlasting @ ¢ Duration, finite and infinite; nnlim-

ited duration, eteraity; a period of duration, past or future,
time, age, lite-tune,” &e,
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In Gen. 17:1-§, the Lord enters into covenant
with Abraham respecting the possession of the
land: “And when Abram was ninety years old
and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said
unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before
me, and be thow perfect, and T will make my’
covenant between me and thee.” This ‘charge
given to Abraham, as we learn by the marginal
readmg of the text, was to “be upnght or sin-
cere, Upmghunnss and sincerity can only be
developed by a periect law, and so we conclude
that the very conditions here given by which the
inheritance 1s to be obtained is keeping the law
of God.® The blessing of the covenant is stated
again in verse 8: * And T will give unto thee,
and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou
art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an cv-
erlasting possession.”

The promise made to Abraham was renewed to
Isaac. The Lord said to him: “Sojourn in this
land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee,
. and will give unto thy sced all these
countries: and in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed; because that Abraham
obeyed my voice, and Lept my charge, ‘my com-
mandments, my statutes, and my laws.”7 -

This promise we find also confirmed to Jacob,
as he had a view of the ladder: “And, behold,
the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of
Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I
give it, and to thy seed.”®

- But we now wish to inquire into the nature of

¢ Compare 1 Chron, 16:15-17 ; Deut. 4:13; and 5:22.
" Gren. 26:3-5, & (Zen. 28:13.
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the Abrahamic promise. Some say that all God
ever designed by the promise was accomplished
when the children of Israel went into the land of
Canaan. '

Was this simply a promise that Abraham
should have a temporal possession of the land of
Canaan ¢- If it was, the promise failed ; for he
died “in a good old age,” and “he gave him none
inheritsnce in it, no, not so much as to set his
foot on.” We shall not admit that he did not
receive it hecause God failed to {ulfill on his part;
but, that the promise of a possession made to
him is yet to be fuliilled, and will be fully real-
ized in a future possession of the earth. Paul
says Abraham “sojourned in the land of promise
as in a strange country.” ? It is vain that men
strive to find a fulfillment, of this promise, either
to Abraham or his-posterity in the past; for.ic
cannot be done. Simply a possession of the land
of Canaan does not meet the promise; for Paul
says the promise was that “he should be the heir
of the world.” "

To gain further light on the nature of the
Abrahamic promise, we will ool at the comments
of Paul. “Now to Abraham and his seed wers
vhe promises made. He saith not, and to seeds,"
as of many; but as of one,and to thy seed, which
is Christ.”

If the seed to whom the promise was made
was Christ, then the promise could not be fulfilled

# Heb. 13:9. 1o Rom. 4:13.

11 'We cannot read without thinkiog (and we may as well pen our
thoughts here)how important, in reading the Bible, that we should
read carefully. In ihis text before us, Paul has Based his whole
argument: on the absence of a single letter. If it had not been
vhat the leiter s was not atiached to the word  seed,” how differ-
ent wonld have been his conclusions. 12Gal. 8:16.

[y
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prior to the coming of that seed, consequently,
not prior to the first advent of Christ. With the
view above, we readily perceive that there is no
ground.for the claim which is made by some, that
the promise made to Abraham was all fulfilled
‘when the children of Israel sojourned in the land .
of Canaan. Were Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob with
them when they wentin to possess theland ? No.
“They carried up Joseph’s bones.” Here are four
generations that did not veceive the land while
alive, end yet the Lord said to Abraham, “I will
give it [the land] to thee” To Isaac, he said,
% For unto thee I will give all these countries.”
To Jacob, he said, “The land -whereon thou liest,
to thee will T give 1it.”

If we a]low due force to the above language,
when the promise is fulfilled, Abrahom, Isaac,
and Jacob will have the land with the rest of
Grod’s people.

Although Christ is the seed to whom the prom-
1se wos made, to the church has been granted the
privilege of Jomt-henshlp Paul says, “ If ye be

Jhrist’s then are ye Abrahams seed, and heirs
according to the promise.”™ Christ’s children
could not be said to be keirs of a promise that is
fulfilled. Jews after the flesh are not heirs sim-
Ply because they are descendanis of Abraham ;
but, as expressed in verse 9: “Sothen they which
be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.”

Paul says, “By faith Abraham, when he was
called to go out into a place which he should
cfter receive for, an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, noi knowmg whither he went, By
faith he SOJOIllned in the land of promise, as in

2} 8.99
13 (zal, 8:29, .
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a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise; for he looked for & city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”™
This testimony shows that when Abraham was
in the land, the promise was not fulfilled; but
“he. should after” receive it. Again, when he
receives the accomplishment of this promise he
is to receive “a city whose builder and maker 1s
God.” :

In verses 12, 13, Paul testifies of these ancient
worthies: “Therefore sprang there even of one,
and him as good as dead, s6 many as the stars of
the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is
by the seashore innumerable. These all died in
faith, not baving reccived the promises, but hav-
ing seen them afar off;, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed thab
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”
This language can mean ouly one of two things,
either that these worthies died and God never
made any promise to them, or else they died witli-
out receiving the accomplishment of the promises
made. The latter, of course, is the only conclu-
sion we can draw from the text. Well, says the
objector, this means they died without seeing the
Saviour; the promise is respecting him. True,
the promise ig respeciing the Saviour; he is the
true seed, and he i1s the one with whom we are to
be joint-heirs to the land. And your admission
proves too much for you; for the possession could”
not be till after the heir came.

This chapter mentions & number of worthies,
and says time would fail to tell of them and the

1+ Heb, 11:8-10.
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work they accomplished through faith. In verses
39, 40, this conclusion is given in regard to them :
“And these all, having obtained a good. repori
through faith, received mnot the promise; God
having provided some better thing for us, that
.they without us should not be made perfect.”
Did God fail to fulfill his promise because he had
concluded to do better for his people than he
promised Abraham ? We do not so understand
the text. -The “better thing” is not a better in-
heritance, but something better than that these
ancient worthies should receive the promise in
thewr day, and others be receiving 1t all the way
along, as expressed in song :—

“If you get there hefore I do,

Look out for me, I'm coming, t00.” -

No, the Lord has provided & better plan, which
1s that this promise be realized when all those
whom Paul styles us, shall have been gathered
out by the gospel preaching in the perfect state.
Had this promise becen accomplished to the an-
clent worthies, they would have been made per-
fect without us. It is to be accomplished when
our perfection shall come, which is when “we
shall know even as we are known ;’'* when faith
1s lost in sight.

Paul says of this promise, “For when God
made promise %o Abraham, because he could
swear by no greater, he sware by himself, saying,
. Surely, blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying
I will multiply thee. And so, after he had pa-
* tlently endured, he obtained the promise. For
men verily swear by the greater; and an oath
for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.

151 Cor. 13.
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.Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show
unto the heirs of his' promise the immutability of
his counsel, confirmed 1t by an oath ; that by two
immutable 1h1ngs in which 1t was ]mpossﬂole ior
God to lie, we might have a strong consolation,
who have fled for'refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us; which hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, "both sure and steadfast, and
which entereth into that within the vail.”s

Would Paul claim that the Christian’s hope
was sure because God confirmed the promise with
an oath unto Abraham, if that promise had no
reference to the future, but had been all fulfilled
m the past? Certainly not. Again, he says:
- “And now I stand and am judged for the hope
of the promise made of God unto our fathers;
unto which promise our twelve tribes, 1nsta,nuly
serving God day and night, hope to come. Ior
which hope’s sake, king Agrippa,l am accused of
the Jews. Whyshould it be thought a thing 1n-
credible with you, that God should raise the
dead Y7 He is willing to be judged for his hope
velative to.the. promise to the fathers. He saw
that the people would inquire how Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob could recetve this promise if
they were dead ; so he inquires why they should
think the resurrection incredible. It would be
strange indeed if Paul should submit himself to
be judged 1n' a Roman court, liable to be con-
demned to death because of a hope inspired by a
promise that was all fulfilled. The fulfillment of
this promise is beyond the résurrection. And
thc evidence is most conclusive that the Abra-
~ hamic promise reaches the new-earth state.

16 Heh, €213, 17 Aets 26:6-8.
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CHAPTER V.

THE PURCHASED POSSESSION.

“Ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise, which 1s the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession.™
In the text herc quoted there is a possession
spoken of which has been purchased, and is also
to be redeemed. What is the possession that is
to be redeemed? Heaven, says omne. If it is
Heaven, then Heaven has passed from the hands
of the original possessor, or else il could not be
redeemed. To tale this view would also oblige
us to claim that IHeaven had been purchased;
for iv is the purchased possession thatis to be re-
deened.

What possession has passed out of the hands
of its original possessor? 1 answer, The earth.
“The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s;
but the earth hath he given to the children of
men.” The earth was given to man, but he has
lost the dominion God gave him, Where is it ?
We shall claim that when he was tempted and
overcome by the devil, he was brought in bond-
age o him. “Of whom a man is overcome, of
the same is he hrought in bondage.” Satan, of
course, claims the properi;y of man until fiis lease
runs out. Therefore the devil is represented in
-the New-Testament Scripiures as the-god of this
world. Not that he is the rightful possessor of
the earth, but by intrigue the devil has usurped
the dominion which was given to man. -

: Eph. 1:13, 14,
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With this view of the subject, we may under-
stand the testimony of Luke 4. The devil said
to Christ, when he “showed him all the kingdoms
of the world,” “That is delivered unto me, and
to whomsoever I will T give it.” Bui, say you,
this is only the testimony of the devil. Although
it is his testimony, it may for all that be truth,
and 1t furnishes a solution to Luke 4, which
obherwise remains without an explanation. It is
stated that the devil tempted Christ. It surely
would be no temptation for him to offer to Christ
that which was already Christ’s, or to offer that
on which he had no claims. But, admitting that
the devil had usurped man’s dominion, and that
lie held, as he claimed, “the lLingdoms of this
world and the glory of them,” and then the pre-
sentation of them by him to Christ can be looked
upon as a temptation.

This dominion which Satan had usurped was
nromised to Christ. “Thou, O tower of the flock,
ihe stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee
chall it come, even the jwsz‘ dominion.”* The
first dominion was dominion over the earth,
which man lost when he yielded to the devil
This dominion was to come to Christ., Bui the
manner in which he was to obtain it wag to spill
hig blood, and by the suffering of death obtain
power to dethrone the usvrper. The devil of-
fered him one of the very objects which was to
bhe obtained by his death, and it was a temptation.
By an ignominious death upon the cross, Christ
was to obtain the first dominion. ‘But, said the
devil, “Fall dowr and worship me, a,nd T will
give 1t you.” That was & temptation.

2 Micah 4: 8.
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FPaul's testimony in Heb. 2 seems to be in har-
mony with the idea above advanced. “For unto
the angels bath he not put in subjection the .
world ©o come, whereof we speak.” We shall see,
by looking at chap. 1:10-12, that he means by
the world to come, a renewed- state of this earth.,
“And, thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
1ounda,tlon of the sarth ; ; and the heavens sre the
works of thine hands; they shall perish, but
thou remainest ; and uhey all shall wax old as
doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt, thou fold -
them up, and they shall be changed ; but thou
art the same, and thy vyears shall not fail”

Paul says this “world to come,” or “changed”
state of the ealth is “not put 811bJect10n to
angels.” He now gives his proof: “But onein a
ceriain place testified, saying, What is man, that
thou art mindful of him ? or the son of man, thai
thou wvisitest him ? Thou madest himm a little
lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with
glory and honor, and didst set'him over the works
of thy hands.”” The “certain place” where this
is testified is Ps. §: 6-3, where David says in an-
swer to the question, “Whats is man?” “Thou
madest him to have dominion over the works of
thy hands; thou hast put all things under his
feet. All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of
the field; the fowl of the air, and the fish of the
sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of
the sea.”

By comparing the above testimonies with Gen.
1:26, we sece this has reference to man, and es-
pecially to Adam, “ And God said, Let us male
man in our image, aiter our hls_enoas and let
them have dominion over the fish of 'i;he sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
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over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth.” Verse 28. “And
God blessed them, and God said unto them, . . .
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
ihe fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.”

But we will return to the testimony in He-
Lrews. Verse 8: “Thou ‘hast put all things in
‘subjection under his feet. T'or in that he put all
in subjection under him, he left nothing that is
not put under him. For now we see not yet all
things put under him.”

God put all things under man’s dominion, but
we do not see them there now, because by in-
brigue of the devil he has lost his dominion, and.
zo Ratan is now called the © god of this Wor]d 7
‘““the ruler of this world,” “the piince of the
world,” &c., because the “kingdoms of the world
and the glory of them ” (as he said to Chmst)
have “been delivered ” to him.

Paul still continues, “ But we see Jesus, who
was made a little lower than the angels, for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory a and honor;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for
every man.” “Here we see Christ is interposed
ss a help to bring man out of the difficulty into |
which he has fallen. In order to do this, 1t was
necessary that he should suffer death. Thereby
he obtained power to destroy Satan and his
works, and redeem man. But the death of
Christ will also bring back, or purchase, the pos-~
session which man lost which was the earth.
And Micah’s testimony of Christ will truly be
verified, “ Unto thee shall it come, even the first

3 Heb, 2:9,
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dominion, The kmgdom shall come to the daugh-
ter. of Jerusalem.”

The world to come, of which Paul speaks, must
be & possession of this earth in another state of
it; or there would be no sort of propriety in the
language he uses. If the world to come 1s some
abode “beyond the bounds of time and space,”
what would the Lord’s giving the earth to Adam
have to do with it? I trust it is plain to the
reader that the purchased possession which is to
be redeemed, is this earth which 1s to be brought
to a condition more glorious than its Eden state.

CHAPTER VI.

A REST THAT REMAINS FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD.

We shall show under this head that the apostle
Paul did not reason with the Jews as though the
promises of the land had been verified, but would
have them understand that the rest was yet to
come for the people of God.

He says, “ While 1t is said, To-day if ye-will
hear his voice, harden not your hearts as in the
‘provocation. For some, when they had heard,
did provoke; howbeit not all that came out of
Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he grieved
forty years? Was it not with them that had
sinned, whose carcasses fell 1n the wilderness ?
And to whom sware he that they should not en-
ter into his rest, bult to them that believed not ?
. So we see that they could not enter in because of
unbelief”? Again: “Let us therefore fear, lest

1Micah 4: 8. 1 Heb. 3:15-19.
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a promise heing left us of entering into his rest,
any of you should seem to come short of it. For
unio us was the gospel preached as well as unto
them; hut the word preached did not profit
them, not being mixed with faith 1 them that
heard it. For we which have believed do enter
into rest’® as he ssid, As I have sworn in my
wrath, if they shall enter. info my rest; although
the works were finished frora the=foundation of
the world. For he spake in  certain place of the
seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the
seventh da,y from all his works. And in this
place again, If they shall enter into my rest.
Secing thevefore it remaineih that some must
eniter therein, and they to whom it was first
preached entered nob in hecause of unbelief;
again, he limitebh & certain day,saying in Dav 1d
To- day, after so Jong & time, as 16 1s said, ’lo-da},
i’ ye will hear his voice, harden. not your hearts.
For if Jesus [Joshua, ma,rg_n] had given them
rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of

snother day. There remaineth thereiore a vest
o the people of God.”?

The reasoning of Paul certninly shows that ibe
taking of Israel afier the flesh into the land of
Oanaan was nob the falfillment of the promise
God had made to Abraham. _

While some contend that the promise to Abra-
ham was fulfilled when the children of Israel zo-
journed in the land of Canaan, we coniend that
they had only a temporal possession of the land,
which was typical of the final possession of the
earth. When they comr upted themselves with
t,helr 1dols, and sinned against the Lord, their en-

9“We believers are io enter into thai “rest.”’— Wakefield's
»o.nslaiion. 3 Hab. 4:1-9.

Saints” Inkeriiance. 3
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emies prevatled against them, overran the land,
and dispossessed them of their cities. Temporal
judgments were thus brought upon them. All
this, we understand, was to show them the ne-
cessity of obeying God if they would have his
favor. If any would really be Abraham’s chil-
dren, according to Christ’'s rule, they must “do the
works of Abraham.” :

While the yearly services of the sanctuary were
l ept up and strictly carried out, Israel would have

2. yearly purging of rebels. Every one who, in
the day of atonement, would afilict his soul,would
find mercy ; but those who would not do it, must
die. [ is strange to us how individuals with
these facts before their minds can claim that there
are any peculiar national blessings yet to be given
to the Jews after the flesh.

But we are digressing. This possession of the
land of Cansan by the natural descendants of
Abraham, we understand, as we before claimed,
- was g ype of the possession promised to God’s
people. Therefore we can see a_ propriety in
purging the profane from among the children of
Ismel tha,t they might be k Lepb a holy seed, and
{hus their possession of the land typify that in-
heritence which none bui righteous ones can
enjoy.

When we come %o the time of Zedeliah, the
-children of Israel had so corrupted themselves by
disobeying the Lord’s commandments, that the
scepter was taken from them, and passed into the
hands of the wicked kings of earth. The testi-
mony of the Lord to Zedekiah, just before he was
cauried capiive to DBabylon, was: “And thou,
profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day 1s
come, when iniquity shall have an end, thus saith
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the Lord God, Remove the diademn, and take off
the crown ; this shall not be the saine; exalt him
that is low, and abase him that is high. I will
overturn, overturn, overturn, +t; and it shall be
no more, until He come whose right 1t is; and I
will give it Him.”*

The One “whose right 1t is,” 1s Christ. He is
i.he seed “40 whom the promise is made.” In the
above texl we learn that after the scepter passed
from God’s people, it was to be thres times over-
turned before it passed into the-hand of him
“whose right 1t is.” When Zedekiah the high
prince was “ abased,” the low prince of Babylon
was exalied bo rule over God's people. When
the kingdom of Babylon was conquered by the
Medes and Persians, and Israel became tributary
unto -them, the scepter was overturned once.
Again, when the Medes and Persians wers con-
quered by Alexander, and the Greclan kingdom
established, the Lord’s word was fulfilled, and
“it” (the scepter, &c.) was overiurned the second
time. And when, 31 years B. ¢, the celebrated
battle of Actium brought Rome 1o her position
of “mistress of the world,” the scepter had heen
three 1imes overturned. And co far as the pre-
diction made against Zedekiah is concerned, he
whose right 1t was might come and take posses-
sion of the kingdom. And the people st the
time of Christ’s first advent, © instantly serving
God day and night, did hope to come”* to the
fulfillmens ‘of those promises which God had
‘made respecting the land. They certainly must
have looked upon the saints’ rest as yet future.

1Hze, 21:25-27. ® Acts 26:6, 7.
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CHAPTEE VI1I.

THE DISCIPLES OF CHREIST EXPLCTED A LITERAL
EIIIGDOM.

When our iSaviour commenced his teaching, the
Jews were cxpecting the Messiah, not, howevor
in the form in which Le came; but as a king, to
tal.e to himself the scepter of 'the kingdom, and
reign over Israel, and destroy us enemies. We
see {rom the movements of the disciples of our
Lord, that their minds were strongly impressed
with the same ides; naraely, that Christ was
then to btake possession of his kingdom. With
this view of the subject, we can understand the
raeaning of their words, when they said, “ If thou
ari; the king of the Jews, tzll the people plainiy.”
And at another time when Jesus had performed
2. notable miracle, he 'perwived that they would
core and take him 1 by foree, to male hun a king,
and he departed mnto the mountains.”* Agaim,
witen Christ rode up fo Jerusalem, ea,ted upol a
colt, what & shout of “hosanna to the son of Da-
vid” was raised’ by the people. What caused
them thus to shout? Did they understand that
" in a few hours he was to liang upon the rugged
eross, and expire, while all nature should be ron-
vulsed ¢ No; they supposed he was riding to Je-
rusalem to iake possession of the kingdom and
throne of his father David.: But Jesus died.
Sadness filled the hearts of his disciples, and
when on the morning of the resurrection he ap-
peared to the women of theil company, it was

“as they moumed and wept.”

1 John 6:15.

L]
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Why this mourning if they understood the
plan of God for the salvation of lost man ? Why
such sadness if they really had faith in Jesuc’
resurrection ¢ Why were they nob looking for-
ward wibh joyous hope to the third dsy, when
they should again see him whom their souls
loved ? Instesad of their manifesting such feel-
mgs a3 we should expect, had uhqz understood
whaL was to be a,ccomphshpd by the death of

Christ, we bebold two of them conversing sadly
of their dis: appointrent ag they wallzed in the
vay to Emmaus. Weread that Jesus deew near
and walked with them, “and said unco them,
Whei, manner of coinraunications. are these that
ye have one to another as ye wallz, and are sad 27
They answered, “Ari thou only a stranger in Je-
rusalem, and lmowesh not the things that are
come o pass?”  He said, “ What Lhmgs ¢’ They
said, concerring Jesus of Nazareth: “the chief
prlcsub and our. rulers delivered him o be con-
demned to death, and have crucified him, Fut
we trosted thai it bed been he which should have
redeemed, Tsrael; and besides all thig, to-day 1s
the third day since these things were done. Yen,
vnd certain women slso of our compahy made us
astonished, which ware carly ai the sepulcher;
ond when they found not his body, they came,
raying that they had seem a vision of angels, .
which said that he was alive,” ¢ Astonished” tc
hear of the resurreciion of Christ! Who would
cloitn, with such testimony before them, that
they understood the plan of rndumphon o be
,a.,comphshed through his death and iniercession ?
If they understood it, whes necessity for Jesus
to begin “at Moses and all the prophets,” and ex-
pound “unto them in all the Scripiures the
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things concerning himself ?” Their testimony
ilien in this convelsatlon that they trusied Chrisi
would redeem Israel, must, and does, to our mind,
smbody the idea that they supposed Chrise
would redeem them from under the hand of the
Romans, by whose Tetrarchs they were then
vuled in theiv civil affairs. Ii° Christ redeemed
them from this, it would simply be by establish-
ing his kingdom.

This compeny returned o Jerusalem, however,
helievers in Christ’s resurvection, and with theic
minds enlightened on the suhject of Christ’s
death. DBui did they bamsh from their minds
the 1dea that Christ was then to commence his
reign ! We will see. In Acis 1:6, we read:
“When they therefore were come together, they
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
resiore again the kingdom io Israel 7 They were
‘now more than ever satisfied thav Christ was the
one whose right the kingdom was. He had been
raised {rom the dead, and himself had shown
them that, it was necessary that this should take
place, that the Psalms, &ec., raight be fulilled.
And now, seeing nothing in the way of its estab-
lishment, tliey asked the ehove question respect-
ing the kingdom : “ Wilt tliou at Lhis time restore”
it ?  Israel once had ik, but lost it in the days of
Zedekiah, The question is, Will Christ now re-
sbore 1t ? They had not yet seemed to gev the
iorce of the parable which Jesus spake when he
was nigh to Jerusalem, for the benefit of those
who thought the Lmodom of (iod was immedi-
ately to appear, in which he showed that the Son
of man (like the noblema,a) must “go into a far
country, and return,”® before the ngdom could

. :Luke 19:11, 12,
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be established. The light also seemed to be ob-
scured from their minds, which Christ gave them
when their hearts” were saddened on account of
his telling them, “I go <o hlm that sent me’
“ Whither T go, ye cannot come.” Said he, “I go
to prepare a p]a,cp for you. AndifI go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself”® But we ask, What is
his reply to their question concerning the resto-
vation of the kingdom ? Does he tell them that
he will never restore it? “It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons which the Father
hath put in hic own power.” This is virtually
adinitting that the kingdom was to bz restored
to Israel: not after the flesh; but as Paul says
(Rom. 9:8), “The childrey of ihe promise are
counted for the seed.” “But,” he says, “ye shall
recelve power, sfter that the Ho]y Ghost is come
- upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusslem, and in all Judea, and in Sa-
maria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
This seems 1o indicate that they would under-
stand this mauter, after they should receive the
Holy Ghost and be endowed with power from on
high.  Christ said, “ When he, the Spirli of truth,
1s come, he will guide you mto all truth ; for he
shall not speal: of himself; bus whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he spea,l‘ ; and he will show
you things to come;”* Peter was among those
who received this power, and has bornc testimony
concerning the matier. His testimony we will
notice when we come to look at the time for the
establishment of the kingdom.

It is claimed that uhe expression used by
Christ, “The kingdom of God is within you,”®1

3 John 13:33; 14:1-5. tJohn 16:13. 5 Lnke 17:20, 21, -
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sufficient to prove that the disciples were not
tought o look for a literal inherizance. We will
quotp the testimony: “And when he was de-
manded of the Pbarisees, when the kingdom of
God should come, he answered thera and said,
The kingdom of God cometh not with observa-
tion : neither shall they say, Lohere! or, Lo there !
for, behold, the kingdom of God 1s within you.”

You sec it was the Pharisees, whom he had
previously called hypocriies, to whom he SYS,
“The kingdom of God is within you.” Was even
the kingdom of grace established in the hearts of
hypocrites ? 1t was, if’ Christ. meant to teach
them by this tesmmony that the kingdom of CGod
was in their bearts. The thing demanded in bhis
text is, When shall ¢he kingdom of God—the
saints’ inheritance—come ¢  Christ does not say,
as some would claim, that 1t had already come;
but his very answer shows that the coming of
the kingdom was a fulure event. He says,
“Neither shall they say [when if; comecs] Lo
here!” &c

Tf Christ meant to teach in this text that the
Lingdom had already come, what can you make
of the prayer he taught his people to pray (Matt.
6:10), “Thy kingdem come?”. Kvery saint, to
the end or thls ‘Lge raay pray, “Thy kmo-dom
come,” because the kingdom will not come il
the “mnobleman” returns, “having received the
Lingdom.” The idea we gain from Luke 17 : 20,
21, 1s, that when the kingdom of God comes, it
will not be in a'secret manner, but all will know
1t, and there will be no opportunity nor necessity
for any to say, “Lo here! or, Lo there!” for the
kingdom of God will be within you, or, as the
margin reads, “among you.” That this is the
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idea Christ meant to teach, is plain from what he
immediately told his disciples. Verses 22-24.
“ And he said unto the disciples, The days will
come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days
of the Son of man, and ye shall not see 1. And
they shall say to you, See here! or, See there!
2o now after them, nor follow them; for as the
lwhtmng thai h(rhbeneth ous of the one pars up-
der heaven, shineth unto the other part under
heaven ; so shall also the Sont of man bhe in his
day.” This language agrees with that used by
our Saviour concerming his second coming. Matt.
4. 26, 27, Mark 13:21, 25, And instead of
Luke 17 forming an objection to the position
we have ialen, 1t shows that the kingdom 1s yei
fature.

But if we were to admit that the kingdom was
spiritual (mystical), and that it was established
in the days of Christ’s first advent, we should
find ourselves inveolved in & great dificulty on
Dan. 2, which shows that the kiagdom oi' the
God of Heaven is not set up #1ll the Roman Fm-
pire is divided into ten parts; whereas in the
days of Christ, and for £00 years after, no such
ten parts existed. The Eoman Emplrn was di-
vided into ten parts hetween the years 356 4. D.
and 483. Then the image could not he smiuien
ont the feet prior to 483 A. D., therefore the king-
Jdom of the God of Heaven, blOUO‘hD 10 view bV
Daniel, was not established in the d days of Christ’s
first advent. : :

Were we to claim that the image was smitten
in the dayse of Christ, and that since thai time the.
tingdom has been gra,dually set up, we should
find focts against us; for.if you call the gospel
the kingdom, whers has it had the power to breal:
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one toe of the image in pieces? Facts show that
instead of the stone’s smiting the image, the im-
age has smisten the stone all the way through
the present dispensation; and, for proof of this,
read the history of the pelsecuhons that have
befallen the gospel church by the hands of the
pagan and papal powers; for which see Fox's
Book of Martyrs and Buck’'s Theological Diction-
ary.

CHAPTER VIIIL.

THE TIME FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
KINGDOM. -

It cannot be expected iu this brief work that
we can say much on this point. We will, how-
aver, notice a few texts that have a bearing on
this subJect and, for a more detailed exposition,
refer the reader to works on the prophecies of
Daniel, an exposition of Matt. 24, and other works
published at, the Review Ofﬁce, Battle Creek,
Mich. In seclecting testimony on this point, we
shall look: at the texts that speak of the bring-
ing in of the new-earth state.

Peter, in bis second epistle (chap. 3:10), says,
“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away
. with a greai noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.” Verse 1.
“ Nevertheless we, according-to his promise, look
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwell-
eth righteousness.” This testimony shows that
the time when the carth becomes an abode for
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richteousness, or, as some render the text,
“wherein the righteous shall dwell,” is after the
dres of the day of the Lord have purged the
worlts of the devil out of it. This must locate
this inheritance afiter the destruction of the
wicked ; for the prophet says: “ Behold, the day
of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and
ilerce anger, to lay the land desolate; and he
shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.”!
Then the establishment of the kingdom on earth
must be after the second coming of Christ, and
ofter the destruction of those “that know not
God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
../hI']St
This kingdom follows those epresented by the
{our beasts of Dan. 7. In verses 17, 18, we read,
‘“These great beasts, which are four are four
kings, which shall arise out of the esrth. But the
saiints of the Most High shall take the kingdom,
and possess the lungdom forever, even forever
and ever.” The powers replesented by the sym- -
hols of the four beasts are not complete until the
little horn has accomplished its work. The
lingdom is not given into the hands of the saints
until the work of this little horn is complaeted ;
for by reading Dan. 2, where are introduced
symbols of the same kingdoms, we learn that
when the God of Heaven sets up & kingdom, the
image is dashed in pleces, and becomes as ihe
chaff of the summer’s threshing floor, &e.  But
by comparing the work of the lictle horn with
that of the man of sin,?it will be clearly seen
that they are identical, and, therefore, that the
work marked out a3 the smiting of the image on
the feet can be nothing else than the events by

1154.713: 9, *Dan. 7; 2 Thess. 2. -
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which the nations are dashed ip pieces ai the
coming of Christ. With these points before us,
it must be clearly seen that the kingdom cenmot
he established prior to Christ’s second advent.

The above conclusion is also confirmed by the
testimony of Dan. 7:21, 22: “I heheld, and the
saIme hom made war with the salnts, and pre-
vailed against them ; until the Ancient of days
came, and Jucl;gment was given to the saints of
the Most High; and the #ime come +thai the
saints possessed the ngdom This shows that
the time when the sainis possess the kingdom is .
after judgment is given to the saints. Vel e 27
shows that our conclusion, previousty made con-
scrning the locality of ihe kingdom, is correct::
“And the kingdom and dommlon and the greail-
ness of the kingdom wnder the whole heowmz,
shall be given to the people of the saints of ihe
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom,” &ec. A kingdom under the whole
heaven could be nothing less than the whole
carth, This conclusion is alse conidrmed by
the testimony of wverse 18: “Bui the saints
of the Most High shall talze ithe kingdom,”
clearly implying ‘that they will ial:e the satae
territoly as their kingdom, over which vhe four
heasts have.ruled.

Again, we see by reading Matt. 25 :31-34,
omethlnu further concerning the time when the
Iingdom bhall be given to the sainis for o pos-
session, a5 also the locality of that ldngdon_
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
sit upon the throne of his glory; and beiore him
shall be ga,therpd all nations; and he shall sepa-
rate them one from another, as & shepherd divid-



FSTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM. 45

eth his sheep from the goats; and he shall set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.
Then shall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of ray Father, inherit The
kmgdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.”

What Jzringdomn was prepared from the founda-
tion of the world 2 According to this text it is
the one the sairts are to inhabit. Ave the saints
at that time called to inherit Heaven as a king-
domn? I you say, Yes, we would ask, Was the
Heaven which you suppose the saints are to
inbabit, where God dwells, prepared at the foun-
dation of the world? We can conceive of mo _
kingdom that was prepared from the foundation
of the world, but the earth itself, When God had
created thefearth, and besutified the face of 1t,
and pronounced it ver y rrood he gave man do-
minion over it Gen. 1:26. As-we are told
(Micah 4:§€), this mst dominion 1s to come to
Christ, so the Jingdom prepared from the foun-
daiton of the world is the earth itself.

The above text also furnishes some evidence as
to the tim> of the giving of the dominion and
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heavens unto the people of the saints of the Most
High. It is when the Son of man i3 seated on
the throne of his glory, and all natious are gath-
ered before him, and he makes & final separatien;
congigning one party to the flames and receiving
the other to possess the kingdom. It has been
argued, quite conclusively too, that the wicked
sanniot be thus consigned to the flames till after
their resurrection, which Rev. 20 locates at the
end of the 1000 years, aiter Christ’s second ad-
vent, as it also does their. destruction. And,
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therefore, the time when the saints ave called to
possess this earth as a kingdom must be & thou-
sand years afcer Christ's second advent, as it
could not otherwise be after the resurrection of
vhe wicked.

Certain it 1s, according to Peter’s argument,
that it is after the earth is made new that the
saints are to receive 1t for an inheritance, “We
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” The earth is to hecome
an abode for the righteous after it is punﬁed by
fire; and yet, after that purification, 1, will be
ihe carth that it is now, in the same sense that
this earth is the one that existed before the flood.
This earth is composed of ihe same material that
existed before ihe flood, and yet it is said that
“the world that ther was, being ovérflowed with
waxel, perished.” And so of this earth: when it
lLias been melted and undergone a change by the
sction of fire, it will become a3 new earth,in which
the saints will dwell.

If this earth 1s not to become the abode of the
saints until it is made new, we see it will have
quite a bearing in the settlement of the question
when the kingdom is established on earth, to
learn, if possible, When the earth i1s made new.
Peter says (2 Pet. 3:10), The day of the Lord
‘will come, ¥n the which this earth is to be melied,
and a new earth is to be brought in. This, of
course, does not fi>: the definite point when this
eha,nge shall talze place, further than it is said to
be in that day. The day of the Lord, we under-
stand, commences with events Just pricr to
Christ’s second coming, and concludes after the
“wicked are destloyed forever out of the ea,lth

which we see by Rev. 20 1s in the “litile season™



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM. 47

after the thousand years. So this text would
not fix the definite point for that event, save that
it shows that it will be in the day of the Lord.
At what point in that day is the new earth bo
be brought in, now becomes an important ques-
tion. Some have argved that it will be at the
very commencement of that day ; thatat Christ’s
second coming the saints will be caught up to
raeet the Lord in the air, and that they will then
enter the New Jerusalem while the wicked are
being desiroyed and the zarth melted. Sorae
have claimed that there the prophet’s testimony
apphes: “Come, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide
thyself as it were for a little momeni, until the
indignation be overpast.”® Although we agree
with the posifion that this text is a call for God's
people to hide themselves while this earth is un-
dergoing its purging by fire, yei, from the testi-
mony that immediately follows, we conclude that
it cannot apply till after the thousand years.
“ For behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their in-
iquity ; the earth also shall disclose her blood,
and shall no more cover her slain.” Here is a
coming of the Lord out of his place, and the spee-
ial object of that coming is stated. When he
thus comes to punish them, the earth no more
covers her slain.  So il must be {hat at that point
all the wicked are resurrected, which to our mind
is conclusive evidence that this text has a better
application at the end of the thousand years.
There 1s a serious difficvlty in the way of ihe
view that the new earth is brought in at the be-
gmping of the thousand years. It seems from

31sa. 96:920.
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Feter’s tostimony that when this purifying of the
earth tal:es place, the works in it are desiroyed.
Eut is ii consistent to suppose that after this
earth has been cleansed one thousand years, and
during that time been the place “ wherein dwell-
eth righteousness,” that all the wicked rebels that
aver were upon ib, shall be resurrected in .one
vast body out of the purified earth, and go up on
its beauiiful plains with Satan at their head, and
that then fire and brimstone are rainedfrom heaven
upon those glorious fields of verdure to desiroy
the wicled ?

By the above remarks we do not. dispute that
the wicl:ed wall be raised at the end of the thou-
sand years; that they will come around the New
_ Jerusalen and be desiroyed. Eut we understand
their destruction is connected with the purifica-
sion of the earth. And then that is the time
when they shall “see Abraham, Isaae, and Jacob,
1 the kingdom,” and they themselves thrust ount.
The kingdom is first established 1n the city, and
finally when the earth is punﬁed the “dominion
and greainess of the lingdom™ will be “under the
whole heavens” If the carth is made new, and
the wicked are upon it when they see the kmO'-
dom, they would viriually be IN the Fingdom, and
how could they then sce themselves thrust out ?
Again, if the whole earth is made new and con-
stitates ibe kmgdom when they behold it, where
15 their standpoint from which they can buhold_ |
and be themselves oup of, the kingdom ?  Bub it
is all plain with the view above nuooested that
the kingdom is first established in the city, and
after thc wicked are ‘cut off and the earth
cleansed, that the dominion is extended under the
whole hcaven.
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It hag Deen supposed by some that Christ’s
ingdom cannot be established at all, until he
Lakes possession of the whele earth, dpotroycs ths
wicked, and establisheg a peacelul reign upon it.
But we do not suppose that that is mecessary.
When he establishes his kingdom, the heathen
are given Into his hands, thab he may “ break
them with 2 yod of i iron, and dash bhem in pieces
Jike & potler’s vessel.” The Lord says of Christ:
“ Ask of me, and 1 shall give thee the heathen
for thine inherltance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for thy possession.”* This we under-
stand takes place when the tectimony of Dan. 7 :
13, 14, is fulfilled. “I saw in the night visions,
and behold, one like the Son of man came with
he clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
daye, and they brought him near before him.
And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and 2 kingdom,” &c.  Some suppose this to refer
to Christ’s second coming. This cannoi be, for
when he comeg the second time, he comes away
from the Faiher; but this tesi,imony speaks of a
time when he is “br ought near before him,” to
receive & kingdom. And in the parabls of the
nobleman going into a far country to receive a
Lingdom, we read: “ When he was returned,
having reccived the kingdom,” &e. - So he re-
eeives the kingdom before he returns. And, as
we shall show in the next chapier, he reigns with
the saints in Heaven, the capiial of the kingdom,
for 1000 years. And at the end of that period,
as recorded by Zechariah, Christ’s feet will stand
on the mount of Olives, and the mount of Olives
will cleave half toward one sea, and half toward

4 Ps, 2:8. R

Raints' Inheritance:. 4.
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the other, and there will be formed a mighty
plain. ., Upon that plain we understand that the
city, New Jerusslera, coraes down. The wicked
arc then resurrected (Rev. 20), Satan goes out to
decerve them, they gather around the camp of the
saints, and the beloved city, and fire comes dowt
“{rom God out, of Heaven and devours them. Thai
fire which burns the wicked, burns up the works
of the devil in the earth. By that fire the moun-
tains are melied and 1run down like wax, and
chus the deep coverns of earth are filled. The
curse 18 forever swept from the earth, and when
the fives of that day have subsided, the earbh will
stand forth 1n ibs restored  state, beautiful and
glorious, and will become ihe everlasting aboda
of the sainis of God—the new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness, which Peter says we look;
for, according o Giod’s promise,

CHAPTER IX.
THE THOUSAND YEALS OF REY. 20,

Perhaps a query has already been raised in tho
minds of our readers concerning the thousand
years’ reign of the saints, and the condition of
the earth during that thousand years. From ihe
positions taken 1n this work:, thaib the saints will
not mherit the earth until 1 18 made new, end
that the earth is noi made new until the wicked
are destroyed, it would be justly inferred thai
the saints do not inherit the earth untal after the
thousand years. So it is demanded here that
something should be said concerning the position
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of the saints during the thousand years, also con-
cerning the condition of the earth.

Various opinions are extant concerning the
one ‘thousand years, and it cannot be expecied
that in this brief work we shall go into a detailed
exsmination of all those views, but we wish to
throw out some ideas, which if received, will in
themselves meebthese various positions concerning
the thousend years.

Perhaps we are safe in maling the assertion
- that all are agreed thai this thousand years when
Satan iz bound, is at the end of six thousand
years from creation (which are now nearly ex-
pired'), for there are so few exceptions that they
are of nonote. The great difference of opinion is
in regard to the work of that period, rather than
the periced itself. One class claim that this thou-
sand years is prior to Christ’s second advent, dur-
ing which all the world is to enjoy a peaceful
reign, having been converled at the commence-
ment of that period. We hav: said suflicient in
this work to refute the ides of the world’s ever
being converted, or of a millennium prior to the
second advent of Christ.

Another class have taken the position that the
thousand yeurs’ reign is on the earth, after the
- second advert of Christ, before the earth is re-
newed. This position {0 us seems the wildest of
faricies, especially as the idea has been connected
with it, that during that period probation is still

1 According to Usher’s Chronology (ihat of our Bibles), the
creation was 1004 years before Lhe grst adveni of Christ, which
would mal:e ihe world about 5377 years old. Usher hag given
the reign of ithe judges as only three hundred years, but Panl
says, ‘“ And after that he gave unto thera judges about ihe space
of four hundred and fifty years, unti! Samuel the prophei.”” Aects
13:20. Thisdifterence being added to Usher’s Chronology, makes
the world now nearly gix thousand years old.
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to confinue, and in that thousand vears the saints
will reign over, and teach, mortal nations, who
are to increase during that period; and the devil
15 to be let loose at the end of that period and de-
ceive that company who have never known his
wiles, and those deceived are all devoured by fre
from God.

Some of the principal reasons urged for this
faibh, we shall briefly notice.

1. Two texts are collated together and made
to read as though ithey were rone: “They lived
and reigned with Chrisi & thousand years.” -Rev.
20:4. And, “We shall reign on the earih”
Chap. 5:10. Now we belicve the testimony of
both these texts, but they do not say- that ihe
saints will relgn on earth a thousand years.
They will reign on earth forever and ever, hut
that will be in the “vew earth wherein dwellech
righteousness,” or, wherein the righicous shall
dwell. The text does not represent thai Christ
will reign on earth a thousand years; but “they
shall reign wilh Christ a thousand years!”

2. The claim is, if’ the salnts reign a thousand
vears, they must have somebody to reign over,
and so it 1s claimed that they must reign over
mortals. But if they cannot reign a thousand
vears unless they have mortals o reign over, how
can they reign forever and ever without; the sane ?

Christ’s promise to the twelve was, “ Ye shall
also s1t upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.” Matt 19:28. Then the saiuts
are, ai; some point, to reign with Christ, and in
that reign accomplish a work of judgment. This
is to be “when the Soa of man shall sit in the
1,1110110* of his glory.” Paul also inquires (1 Cor.

2, 3), “Do ye not know that ithe saints shall
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judge the world ? . . . "linow ye not that we shall
judge angels ? how much more things that per-
tain to this life?” This ]udcrmenb 1S contrasted
with judgment concerning things pertaining
{o this life, and therefore we understand it to
refer to a future judgment. . We read also in
Ps. 149:5, 6: “ Let the saints be joyful in glory.
Let the high praises oif God be in their
mouth and a Lwo-edfred sword in their hand,

. b0 execute upon ghern the Judgment writben :
this honor have all his saints.” From the above
texts we learn that there is a worlz to occupy the
thovsand ynars reign, ¢ ﬁlthough there may be no
mortal nations for saints to reign over during
that perigd. The saints are to pmulclpa,tr with
Christ in passing sentence on the wicked nations
of earth,

When the saints sing, “ We shell reign on the

carth,” they are slready kings and priests, and
are prostraiing themselvesbefore the throme in
Heaven. They sing of Chrict, “Thou hast re-
deemed us to God by thy blood cut of every
vongue, and kindred, qnd people, and nation.”
Although this la,ugua,% quoted is the language
of the four heasts and *our and twenty eldms 6
is what all the saints will sing after their fins]
deliverance. Then the saints W1ll at some time,
go to Heaven, and thus prostrate themselves in
adoration before the throne.

Those who claim that the thousand years'
reign will be on carth, generally claim that thes
saints will never go to Heaven ; and therefore, if
they reign a thous sand years, i must be on earth.
Our reply 18, The word says, “They shall reign
wITH Chrisk a thousand years;” and we shall
proceed to show that at the commencement of the
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thousand vesns, at least, they are with Christ in
Heaven. There is no direci evidence to show
thai the thousand years’ reign is vpon earth, or
that the saints will be on the earth again after
their asceanston, till the end of the thousend
years; we have hence concluded that the thousand
yeors reign is in Heaven.

But we will produce some additional evidence
thai the saints will go to Heaven. Faul's testi-
mony in 1 Thess. 4:16, 17, 1s, “The Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with 2 shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
ot : and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then
we which are alive and remain shall be cavght
up together with them in the clonds, to,meet the
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever-be with the
Lord.” But, says one, they imwmediately comc
down again, and possess the earth. Onr reply
is, Tha 1s all assumption ; for theve is no evidence
to prove that they are on earth again iill the end
of the thousand years, when' the wicked are said
Lo “corne around the camp of the saints and the
beloved city.,” But there is evidence fo show
ihat, after they are redeemed they go to Heaven
and sing the song of redemption. We read,
“And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled
-with fire ; and. them that had goiten the victory
over the beast, and over his image, and over his
mack, and over the number of his nams, stand on
the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And
vhey sing ihe song of Moses the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb.”? Here isa company
that are to stand (after they are delivered) “on
the sea of glass.” Where is the sea of glass?
J ohn tells usin Rev 4:1, 6, “After th1s I looked

2Rev. 15: 2, 3.
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and behold a door was opened in Heaven.” We
rcad of many things which he saw, bub in verse
6, he says, “And before the throne there was &
séa of glass hile unto erystal” There can be
no dispute as to the locality of the sea of
glass. It is immediately before the throne of
God 1n Heaven. Here then is direct evidence
that the saints will go to Heaven, for they are to
sing the song of their deliverance on the zea of
glass, which we find 1s beiore the throne of God
in Heaven.

Agam, Christ’s teaching {0 his d1sc1pleu, as re-

corded in John 13 and 14,is proof that the saints
will go to Heaven at the second advent. In
chap. 13 33, we read, “Little children, yet a
little while I am with you. Ye shall seel: me;
ond, as I said unto ithe Jews, Whither I 20, Vf-‘
vannot come; €0 now I say to you.
Simon Peter said unbo bim, Lord, whither goeai,
thou? Jesus answered hnn Whither I go, theu
canst not follow me now; bui thou shals follow
mwe afterward.” Christ ha,d told the Jews, 1 go
unto him that sent me”* Then Christ’'s teshi-
mony to Peter 1¢: Thou canst not now follow e
to Heaven, or to him that sent me; but thou
shalt follow me to him that sent me after I have
been there. In the beginning of chapter 14, Christ
shows then just how this promise to Peter shull
he verified: “Let not your heart be troubled; ye
helieve in God, believe also in rae. In nty Fa-
ther’s house are many mansions; if it were not
=0, I would have told yow. I go to prepare a
placo for you. And if I go and prepare s place
for you, I will come again, &nd receive you unkbo
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

sJoh 7:33.
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Here again is direct evidence that the saints will
g0 to Heaven with Christ after his second coming,

The first verses of John 14 are an explanation
of what Christ had told Peter, namely, “Thou
canst not follow me now;” for that testimony
was bthe very thing that, had troubled the hefuts
of the disciples.

Inasmuch as there 1s no testimony to show that
the saints do not go to Heaven with Christ after
his second advent, we claim tha# the opposite is
fully sustained by the festiraon y we have noticed.
The seints are to reign with Christ a thousand
years. We have found already that they com-
mence that thousand years bejore the throne I
HiavEN. Who will venture to claim thai the
thoussnd years reign 13 on esrth, with no evi-
dence that therc i1s a nian on earih from the time
vhe t] lousa,nd years. commence, till they end ?
But, zys3 one, e, there are certoin prowises which
have been made to cerfain nations that have
never been fuliilled ; and they cannot be fulfilled
in the new-carih siate ; and so we hava concluded
they will be fulfilled durmg the thousand years,
when the saints will reign over mortal nasions.
We have not space here o nosice, one by one,
those peculiar promises thei ave fspoken of, but
we shall object to the conclusion thai has been
drawn from them.
- To cloim that 1nen cen find pardon for their.
sins aiber the second advent of Christ, is fo strike
against the plainest declsrations of HOIV Wnit.
Says Christ, “ He that is unjuss, let him be un-

ust still ; and he which iz filthy, let him be filtthy
still ; and he that is righfeous, let him be right-
eous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy
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still.  And behiold, I come quicLly 74 - Here we
learn that just previous to Christ’s coming, the
solemn decree goes forth, showing that each clase
must still occupy the pos1t10n in which they then
stand. Dut, says one, the class who are to have
probation are neither just nor unjust.  We reply,
There is no such class recognized in the word of
God. ~Sayse Chrisy, “ He that is not with me, is
o gmnst,me, and he that gathereth not with me,
scattereth abroad.”

Concerning those promises before referred to,

o portion of them have been fulfilled. Many of
t.hem are conditional; for the conditions are dis-
tinctly expressed, and, as ithe people failed to
fulfill the eonditions en their part, of course, the
promise. being conditional, becomes null and void.
Of. promises that have- reference to national
blessings. I see noi. how they could be‘otherwise
than conditional. To-claim that God will bless
» nabion irrespective of its character, is contrary
;o all his past dealings with his people. Although
there may be instances where promises of national
hlessings are given, and no condition” expressed,
vet such condition ic slways to be understood.
The Lord says (Jer. 18 : 7-10), “ At what instant
I shall speal concerning s nation, and concerning
a kingdom, to pluek up, and to pull dowr, and to
destroy 16 ; if that nation agansi whom I have
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent, of
bhe evil that I thought to do unto them. And
at what instant I-chall speak concerning a nation,
and concerning a.kingdom, to build and to plant
1t ; if 1t do evil in my sight, that it obey not my
voice, then-I will repent “of the good, wherewith
I said I would benefit them.”

¢t Rev, 22 :11,
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There is no principle recognized in the word of
God by which pardon can be obtained after the
second advent; of Chrisé. Ti cannot be effected by
the mediation of Christ; 7or that ends when he
lays aside his priestly gaﬂnenus and fakes his
position as a King. When Christ ceases his me-
diakion, he that 1 unrighieous must be so still.
1101 cy thén no longer pleads. The offering of

Christ could be of no avail, for Christ has forever
cui; the wicked off from ha,vmg any interest in
his blood ; they must remain ilihy still.  If they
offer beasts, the blood of beasts cannot talke away
sins. Eecause there is no p1'1m31ple recognized
{or salvailon execept the intercession of Jesus, we
can see no chance for salvation after that inter-
cession euds; so there can be néd probation after
his second advent. Itisargued that, as the earth
is the territory of the Lingdom, if the kingdom is-
ostablished at the coming of Christ, it must be
that tho thousand years’ reign is on the earth.
Now I shall not disagree with the first position,
ihai the earth is to becoms firally the kingdom;
for “the kingdora and dominion, and the grea,t-
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,” are
to be given to the sainis of the Most High. - Itis
the new earth, however, that is o be the inher-
itence of the saiuts. As rcgards the kingdom’s
being established at the coming of Christ, we
understand his kingdorn does commence when he
puis on his L.mcrly robes. The government, or
liingdom, we understand, 1s fully organized in the
city above and when sinness are des troyed out of
the earth, a,nd the earth made new, the dominien
and greatness of that kingdom will be under the
whole heavens. :

I’ the reign of a thousand years is in Hea,ven

\
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and the kingdom is not established on earth till
after thab pemod what is the condition of the
earth during the thousand years? Whatever
condition it is placed in ai the commencement of
that period, must be its condition to the close,
unless we have evidence to the contrary. We
read in Isa. 24 :1, “ Behold, the Lord maketh the
. sarth empty, and maketh i wasie, and turneth
it upside down, and.scatiereth abroad the inhab-
itants thereof” Verse 8. “The land shall be
utlerly empiied, and utterly spoiled; for the
Lord hath spoken this word” Verses 5, 6.
“The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
- thereof : becsuse they have fransgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting
covenant., Therefore hath the curse devoured
the earth, and they that dwell therein are deso-
late: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are -
burned, and few men left.” - -~

It does not say there aye a few men leit on the
carth, but the testimony 1s that the “Lord mak-
eth the carth EMPTY.” The land shall-be wt-
terly emptied,” &c. Then these few men left are
not on the earth. We suppose those who are left,
are the saints, who, we heve already shown, will
go to Heaven with "Jesus sfter his second advent.

Jercmiah describes (Jer. 4:28-27) the state of
things after the earth is turned upside down: “I
beheld ihe earth, and lo, it was wivthout form, and
void ; dnd the heavens, and-they had no light. 1
beheld the mountains, and lo, they trembled, and
all the hills moved hghdy I beheld, and lo,
there was mo man, and all the birds of the hea-
ens were fled. 1 beheld and lo, the fruitful place
was a wilderness, and all the -3ities thereof were
broken down at the presence of the Lord, and by
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his fierce anger. For thus hath the Lord said,
The WHOLE 'LAYD shall BE DESOLATE; yeh will I
not make a full end.” The Lord wil not make a
full end, for the good reason ihat the earth is to
be restored, and then it will he given to man as
his inheritance. The quotation above shows as
desolate a condition of the carth as when Cod
drst spoke 1t inic existence. This desolation i1s
in the day of the Lord, and as there is no” proof
that there is & aan on earth again till the end of
“the thousand years, our position is thai it is, ut-
ierly emptied diring that petiod.

We read in ueph 1:2, 3, “I will utterly con-
sume all things from off the land, saith the Lord.
I will consume man and beast ; I will consume the-
fowls of the heaven, and ihe fishes of the sea, and
the stumbling—blocks with the wicked; and I
will cut off man from off ihe land, saith the
Lord.” Ey reading verse 7, we learn when this
is to be. “Hold th peace at the presence of the
Lord God : for.ike day of the Lord is at hand :
tor the Lord hath plepa,led & sacrifice, he. hath -
bid his guests.” In Rev. 19:17, we read of the
sacrifice aud guests to which the prophet refers.

In Isa. 15:9, we read, “Behold, the day of the
Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce
anger, TO LAY THE LAND DESCLATE: and lLe shall
dectloy the sinners thereof oub of it.” The day
of the Lord will desolate the land: so there are
no mortal nations for the saints %o reign over.
The wicked desd have no resurrection till the
end of the thousand years; and as the reign of
the saints is with Christ, the carth must be deso-
late during the thousand years. .
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CHAPTER X.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EKINGDOM,

‘“Oh! ihe ivansporting, rapturous scene
i That rises to my sight !
Sweet fields arrayed in living green,
And rivers of delight.”

- Human language is hardly adequate to the
taslx of setting forth the glories of the better
land ; for, as Pavl says, Eye hath mnob seem, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him; but God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spmo ‘While here, as he
says, “ we see¢ through a: glass darkly, but then,
face to face” As a person looking through a
darkened glass ai, the broad sun may get a cor-
rect outline of its disc, and yet its resplendent
glory 18 hid, so we, by giving heed to those things
which God has “revealed by his Spint,” may ges
an outbline of that glorious Ikingdom, and yet nob

~comprehend the crlory which can be better felt

than told.

Peter says, According to God’s promise, “we
look for new heavens and a new earch.” This
promise is recorded in Isa. 65. Peter, as we have
hefore shown, reasons from this promise that the
present heasvens and earth are to be melied, and
the works therein (dross) to be burned up. Da-
vid 15 probably speaking of the same (Ps. 102:
26) when he says: “Yea, all of them shall wax
old like a garment ; as & vesture shalt thow chang ge
them, and they shall be changed.”

Peter, according to his testimony recorded in
Acts 3:21, looks forward to the time when Christ
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‘shall come to accomplish this work, and calls it
“The times of restitution.” John, while receiv-
ing his testimony on the isle of Patmos, heard s
volce from Him which sat uvpon the throne, which
said, “ Behold, I make all things mew” (not all
new things). David doubtless had his mind on
the same point when he penned the testimony of
Ps. 104: 30, where he spesks of the Lord’s “ e
neutng the face of the carih.” -

But we will pass these points to notice Isaiah’s
testimony. He says, “ ¥or behold I creaté new
heavens and a new earth: and the former shall
not be remembered, nor come into mind.” Isa.
65:17. Here is the very promise to which Peter
calls our attention. “And I will rejoice in Jeru-
salem, and joy in my people and the voice of
Weepmcr shall no more be heard in her, nor the
voice of crying.” Verse 19. This agrees with
John’s view of the matter, recorded m Rev. 21 :
o« God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes.” As expressed by the poet,

¢ His own go0tt hand shall wipe the tears
From every weeping eye.”

When this is accoraplished, will the people still
be left with sadness in their hearts ? No. “ What
God doeth, he doeth it forever.,” The Lord wipes
away tears by removing forever from among his
people every cause of gue[' When Christ tells
us that God shall wipe away all tears, he assigns
the reason, “ And there shall be no more death
neither shall there be any more pain.”! Yes,

¢ Pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears,
And death iiself shall die.”

Verse 20. “There shall be no more thence an

1Rev. 21: ¢, 5.
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infant of days, nor an old man that hath not
filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred
years old; buL the sinner being an hundred years
old shall be accursed.” “No more thence,” from
the time the new earth-state s brought in “an
infant of days [a shori-lived chl]d] or a1 old man
who hath not filled his days” (premature old
age). The latter clause of the verse speaks of
des: th, and cannot therefore apply in the new
carth,” for John s says, *“ There shall be no more
death” Tt rouct apply to what franspires just as
that staie 18 being ushered in. The siuner, al-
though he be an hundred years old, is accursed.

One who lived one hundred years, in those
ages when men attained to eight and nine hun-
dred years, wag, couparatively speaking, only &
child.” Such an one, dying in sin, raised {rom the
dead at the end of the thousand years, shares
equally the fate of the hundred year oll sinner
of later ages; they both die the second death.
The 11011Leour-' only remein and enter upon the |
new-carih stabe, in which there is no death, but
cternal youtly, so that indeed in that state there
can “be no more thence an infant of days, or an
old man thab hubth not filled his days.”

“And they shall build houses, and inhabit them;
and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit
of them. 'They shall not build, and another in-
labit; they sball not plant, and another eal.”
Verses 21, 22.  Some object and say, Con 1t be
that the saints will bmld and plant in bthe new
earth? Tt says so.” Where Wlll you czpply the
teslimory, if you attempt to refer it to the pres-
ent state 2 Where 1s the man of whom 16 can be
said that he shall not build, and another inhabii; 2
Men here spead their whole lives fiiting up an
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inheritance to their taste, and just as they pro-
nounce it fitted to their mind, they find them-
selves old men, die, and leave it to others.

“For as the days oi o {ree are the days of my
people, and raine elect shall long enjoy ‘the work
of their hands.” Verse.22. As the days of what
iree 2 I reply, The tree of life ;* and 1{' that be
the: tree referred tfo, then they will live forever;
for Cod drove Adam out of ihe garden, lesi he
should put forth lus hand and eat oi-the tree of
- life a,nd live forever. Sce Gen. 3. In another
iestimony, the Lovd says: “ With long life will I
sabisfy him, and show him my salvation.” Fs.
91:16. How long & life would it require to sat-
isfy a man? If a man’s-body was racked with
. disease, and his life made biiter by d1sa,ppo1nt—
ment and sorrow, he might perhaps come: 50 &
point where h= s could say, I have lived long enough,
I want to die; bub 1¥ he was surrou_ncled_with
avery thing that iended o his comfort and hap-
- piness, 1n & siate where there was no death, no
sorrow, no pain, no tears, would he be satisfied
with any{hinrr short of eternal life ¢ 1 think not.

Verses 232, 24, show God’s willingness to answer
and do for his penple and thab in that time the
labor of their hands shall plospm and not be
brought forth for trouble. Verse 25. “The wolf
and-the lamb shall feed toaether, :and the lion
shall eat straw lil:e the bullock, and dust shall be
the serpent’s meak.” - This can only apply in a
state where the ferocious dispositions of the wolf
and lion have been changed. But can the above
apply in the lkingdom of God ? Are thesainis to
cat there? Yes. Christ ate after his resurrec-
tion. If Christ ate, why may not the samus?

—_— o e e -——

¢ R0 vhe Reptuagint.
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They are to he like him. Sce 1 John 3:1, 2.
Angela appeo»red to LoL and ate of the food he
prepared. Gen. 19:3. David says of the Is-
raelites, * Map did eat & gel food” Fs. 78:%5.
Thr:- resmrrected saints are to beas the angels. LuLe
: 56.  Lub Christ bas declared that they will
es,i; in the kingdom. “And I appoint unto you
o kingdony,” as may Father lath appcinted unio
me; bhab ye may eat and drink al my table in my
Fingdomn, and sit on thrones, judging ihe twelve
tribes  of Tsrael” Lule .22 :29, 30. -Again,
“ Blessed arve those servanis whom the Lorad when
he cometh shall dnd walching ; verily 1 say unto
you, that be shall oird ]nmsplf snd make them
to =it down to mca,‘o and will come forth and
serve them.” Lake 12:87,

But, you say, I did net think bhere werc to be
beasts in the kingdom of God. If the Lingdom
of God is 0 he 2 restitution to the primeval stote,.
there will be beasis thére. In Eden, the Lord.
- wave man “dominion over the fish of the sea, and-
over the fow] of the air, and over the caille; and
aver all the eartls, and over every ereeping thing
thet ereepeth on the earth” Gon. 1:26. And
Mical testifies comcerning Christ, “ Aud thou, O
tower of the flocl:, the sir on0hold of the da,ugh--
ter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first
dorainion.”  If the first dominion comes to Christ,
then he will have dominion over heasts as well
a3 the earth and man, That the dominion which’
1 t0 be given te Cbrist, is the dominien of ‘th-“
eerth, is confirmed by David’s testimony (T's.

2), “He shall have dominson alse from sea to ma,,
and from the viver unte the ends of the earth.”
David’s testimony also chows chat there will be
heaste iu the renewed state. In Ps. 104 :29, 30,

Saints'. Inheritance. L5
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after spealing of beasts, 5., he says, “Thou hid-
est thy face, they are troubled ; thou talest away
their breath, they die, and return to their dust.
Thou sendest, forth thy Spirté, they arve created;
and thou rencwest the face of the earth.”

We wish now to look a% s testimony in Isaiah
11. By reading from versez 1-5, you will see
that vhis tesilmaony concerning the “rod out of
the stem of Jesze” cannoi refer to any earthly
monarch ; for they have no way of judging, but
“afier the sichi of the eyes,” nor to reprove, bub
“afier the hearing of ths eavs” We also learn
that this persounage 13 the one who is to slay the
wicked with his breaih, and also, that what fol-
lows from vevses 6-9, 15 after he has thus slam
ihe wicked. This, then, refers to Christ’s king-
dom. Let us read a deseription of it : “The wolf
also shall dwell with- the lamb, and the leopavd
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the
young lion snd the fatling togesher; and a little
child shall Jead them. And the cow and the bear -
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down to-
gebher; and the lion shall eat siraw lilze the oz
And the sucling child shall’ play on the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the coclatrice’s [margin, adder’s] den.” Here,
again, we have o, descripiion of a state when the
evil disposiiions of the beasts are talen away,
when the monner of theiv living even is changed,;
“they sholl not hurt nor desiroy in all my holy
ranuntain.” This is after Chrisi comes and sub-
chiucs all his foes,

¢« Then bearz and wolves, no longer wild,
Ohey tho leading of a child;
The lions wich ithe oxan ant,
And-dusi shall be ihe serpeut’s meat.”
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Those who deny the application of the above
terzt, and Isaiah 63, to a future state, claim that
it is fulfilled here. Their claim is that this te=t
has & hidden meaning ; that these beasts, the wolf,
lion, kid, and lamb, are vsed to represent men
with differeni dispositions, whose hearts are soff.-
ened and subdued by the smeliorating influence
of the gospel. The uext, ihey say, 1s fulfilled
when & mwan with & woliish or lion-like disposi-
tion"is converted and bronght into the fold of
C'brist, snd with the lambs (Christians) feeds on
the heavenly manna. We ohject to this applica-
tion for two reasons: I'irst, when a man,with g
wolfish or lion-like disposition is converted, he is
1o longer a wolf or liop, hut a lawmb; and so in
the sequel, those who male the ahove application
of the text, will s1mpl have two lambs feeding
LOgPLhE,I_ instead of a lion and a lamb. So io
carry oui their spphication 1t will be necessary to
claim thof men with unchanged hearts and lives

are brought into the chureh, and feed on heavenly
Nanna, ‘

It ie positively stated in Isaiah 65:17-25, that

cach a siate of things will eist, in the new earth,

and allowing these testimonies a liberal spplication,
s, plorious sceneis portrayed to our mind when the
cuige 1¢ removed, and the “iear of man” (Gen. 9:
2) 18 so far talzen awey that the bessts are again
m perfeck subjection to hiny, 8s in bhe begmmng
“(zen. 1:%6), even to that extent that the little
child shall lesd the fierce lion, the king of the
forest. :

Again, Isaich deseribes the sainis’ inberitance
m chap, 25 :1-7: “ The wilderness and the soli-
tary place shall be glad for them; and the desert
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose” On the
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sreat deserts, the weary fraveler now plods his
way, scorched with the burning rays of the sun,
finding'no cooling shade beneath which to rest
his a,chmg limbs, but, faint with thirst, he lays
himself down to die. No meiry song_'sbers beguile
ais sufferings, and as his voice grows husky and
still, nothing meets his vision but & vast plain of
burning sand : not one besutiful flower to change
tie sad monoiony of the deserl; andin the dis-
tance, the driving Simoon threatens to bury him
in columns of sand. How changed the scene
whea the vestitution worlz shall have been ac-
complisked. The desert: shall blossom &s ihe
rose, Yes, and it shall rgjoice even with joy and
singing. When 1t is clothed with green ichage
and decked with blossoms abundanti, the merry
songsters will chirp from bough to bough, and was--
ble forth their songs of praise to the Most High.
Verse 2. “ It shall blossom sbundanily, and
rejoice, even with joy and singing; the glory of
Lebanon [the forest of Lebanon is described as
the most beauiifnl in appearance of any in the
casiern world] shall he given unio 1, the excel-
lency of Carmel and Sharon” The valley of
Sharon was anciently decorated with the most
beantiful dowers of every description. In view
of this glorious clothing which is 1o he given to
the descr: 5, ~the pfophei says (vorses 3, 4),
“Strenghhen 7e the weal: hands, and confirm the
feeble knecs. Say to them that arve of a fearful
heart, Fe strong, fear not; behold your God will
some with vengeance, even (God wii;h a recom-
pense ; he will come and save you.”
* Who would 1ot feel strengihenad with & hope
oi’ such a glorious inheritznce as this, consiantly
before him? These promises have been given,
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not only that we might know what is coming,
bub to impars s J1u110th to us who are heirs of
promise. Reader, are you a believer in thess
slorious promises? We woald say to you, when
vour heart gets fearful amid the trials and con-
Nicis of the woy, loolz at these hope-nspiring
Tecords respeciing the future, and be strong: for
in Jesug’ name we are able to go up and possess
the goodly lanrl Thus Paul covld sey, “COur
light” afBiction.” “While we Jook: mot at the
Lh]:J"‘S which are seen [the affliction] but at the
th._l"° which are not seen; for the thinge which
ArE £eCN are h,mpma,l but the things which are
nos seen are 2ternal.” 2 Cor, 4:17, 18, -
Isaigk continues in verses 5, 6, “ Then ithe eyae
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
desf zhall b2 unstopped. Then shall the lame
men leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dmuln
f‘mg,: for in the wilderness shall waters bres
out, and streems in the desert.”  As an 2id to sn
understanding of the rejoicing of those whe in

that glorious ttote have heen made free from all

their infirmaitiss, our mind turns te o case of heal-
ing that was pur['ormed in the days of the apos-
tlez, as recorded in Acts 3. A man who had
been larne from his birth, who was daily laid at
the heautiful gate of the Lemph, bo asl: alras, saw
Peier and John shout to go into the termple, and
asled an alms, He efpected no relief from his
infirmity, bui asked & little pittance o enable
hiin to protract hiz miserable exisience here.

When Peter naid to bhim, “Look »on us,"' his ez-
pectation was raised that the y would give him &

portion of money; bui When Potor suad. ‘%ﬂvu
and gold have I noue” his hopes in that direc-
tion were blasted, and how unezpectedly musé
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the next senience have fallen on his ears: “Such
as I have, give I thee. In the name of Jesus
Christ of INazareth, rise up and wallz! - And he
took Liim hy the right hend, and lifted him up;
and tmmediately his feet and ankle-bones received
strength.” What a vhrill of joy musi have filled
his heart ab this unezpected healing of his infir-
mities. He “entered with them into the temple,
wall:ing, and leaping, and praising Giod.” If 4his
tempoxﬂry relief would cause the poor cripple o
leap for joy, what must be the feelings of those
in the resurrection morn, who, all their lives have
been bowed down with lameness and infirmities
of the flesh, when they find not only their fest
and anlle-bones made straight, bui their whole
being glowmo wich the vigor and energy of eterv-
nal Vouuh “Then shall the lame man leap as
an hari.,” Agile as the deer bounding through
the forest, bhey shout forth their praises to ithe
Most Hi O'h
Isaiah speaks again of this glorious state (chap.
51:8&), “For the Lord shall comfort Zion; he will
vomfort: all her wasie places; and he will malke
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the
zarden of the Lord.” Im she garden of the Lovd,
pla,nued castward in Eden, there was every tree
ihat was pleasani to the mghu and good for food.
In the restitution, this will be the condition of the
whole earth. As is stated in Isa. 55 : 18, «In-
stead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, end
instead of the briar shall come up the rayrile-
tree.” Thorns arc a part of the curse that was
puv upon the earch. Gen. 3:18. Bub these are
to be removed. In that glorious state God’s peo-
ple ean “dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep
in the- woods” We now examine John's testi-
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mony in Revelation, chaps. 21, 22, acncerning the
new-earth stete. “ And I saw & new heaven and o,
new earth ; for the first heaven and the first earth
Were pass sod away.” We have alrcady shown, in
the former part of this boolz, that the new heavens
and new earth are brought in by the melting of
the clements of the presenb heavens and earth,
and the burning up of the wortlzs in the earth.

“And I John saw the holy city, the New Je-
1usalem, coming down from God out of Heaven,
prepaled as a bride adorned for her husband,
And I heard a great voice out of Heaven saying,
Eichcld, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself will be with them, and
be their God.. And God shall wipe away all tears
jrom their seyes; and there shsll be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any raore pain ; for the former things
sre passed away.” Not only will these not exist,
hut, as we have ‘als eady scen, the opposite will
exish life, joy, rp]ommﬂ and eternal pleasures.
What a contrast with the present state of afilic-
lion, weeping and death. No raging epidemic
*heu:, sweeping its thousands into an untimely
grave, and in &momeni dlling joyous hearts with
the Lkeencs; anguish; no miasma or destructive
vhunderbolts; no funeral knell; no pall; no hier;
no Geath dirge will there be sung; no grave-yards
ever mech our sight, and sadden our hearts; the
grave-digger’s .-pa,de will ind no lahor thm‘e, no
aching limbs and wesry head; bub immortzlity
and the tree of lifs will forever accomplish the
work of freeing the saints from all liahilities to
pain or suffering. Yeg, “the inhabitants will not
say, I am sicl:.” Isa. 3 35 . 94,

-

*
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¢ Death will he banished, his scepier be gone.”

Says Juen WeSLEY: ¢ We may more casily conceive the
changes which will ba wrought in the lower heaven, in the
region of the air. It will be no more torn by hurricanes, or
agitated by furious slorms, or desteuctivo tempests. Perni-
cicus or terrifying mewcors will have no plsce therein. Wo
shall have no mora oceesion Lo 2ay,

‘¢ There lile a tiumpei, lord and sireng,
Thy thunder shakes our coast ;
While ihe red Tightnings wave alony,
The banners of the Losi !’

“No! all will then ho light, ‘air and sereae; a lively pic-
ture of elernal day. And whai will che zeneral produce of
the earth be? Nol thorms, biriars and thistles; not any uaea-
less or {eiid weed; not any poisonous, hurtiul or unpleasant
plani; but every one lhet can be conduveive, in any wiae,
cither to our use or pleasvre.}”

’

CHAPTLER XL
TAE NEW JERUSALEM.

¢ Thy gorden and thy nleassni walks,
My study long have boeen;
Such dazeling views by humun sight
I{ave naver yet heen geen.”

“ And there came unto me one of the seven an-
gels which had the seven vials full of the seven
last plagues, and tallked with me, saying, Come
hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s
wife. And he carried me away in the Spirit to
a greab and high mountain, and showed me that
great, city, the holy Jerusalem, destending out of
Heaven from (%od, having the glory of God; and

' Sermon ¢, ““Behold I make gl things new.”

-
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her light was lilze unto & stone, most precious,
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal ; and had
5 wall great and high, and had twelve gaies, and
at the ocrtes twelve apgels, and names Wntben
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes
of the children of Isracl; on the east, three gates ;
s the north, threc ed,ues on the sonth, “bhres
gates; and on the west, three’ gates. And the
wall ofzthe mty had iwelve foundations, and in
thum the names of the twelve apostles of ihe
Lamb. And he ihat talked wich me, had a
golden raed to measuve the city, and the O'a,t,.,,
thercof, and the wall thereof. And the city Tieth
four squore, and the length 1s as large as the
Jbreadib ; and he measured the city with 1he reed,
twelve bhousend furlongs. The ienoth and the
breadih, and the hight of it are equal.

We undersiand that this measure of the 01Ly is
its cniire eirenmiercnce ; for the sunouncement 1
made o3 soon as this measure is.taken, that all

cides ave alikze; lengtl,, breadth, snd hight. The
ancient, custom of weasuring cities was to begin
ot ihe corner and go enfirely aronnd, and not

simply bo messure one side. The measure of the
city was twelve thonsand furlongs. At eight
jurlongs to the mile, it would be fificen hundred
miles. This being the eniire circumference of the
e1ty, ona-fourth of it would give ug the length of
either side ; three hundred and seventy-five miles.
Tmly thisis greai ciby.  This is indeed the city
that Abraham loolked for, “which ]mth founda-
tions, whose builder and mmLer is Cod.” Heh. 11.
This is the Jerusalem which Paul says “isabove,”
aned “15 free, which is the mother of us all.” Ik
iz the I'ather’s house, in which Chriet seid “there

1Rev, 21:9-16, \
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are many mansions.” It is the place he was go-
ing to prepate ior his sainis prior to his coming
again o reccive them {o himsel .fohn 14:1-3.
Verse 17. < And he measured the wall thereol,
an hurdred and foriy and four cubits.” This we
~suppose to refer to the hight of the wall, for he
has already given us the lengih and the breadth,
Fighieen inches to the cubit would give the hight,
of the wall at two hundred and sixieon feet.
Verse 18. “ And the building of the wall of 1t
was of jesper; and the city was pure gold, like
unio clear glags.”

Verses 19,20. “And the foundaiions of the wall
of* the ciiy were garnished with all manner of
precious stomes. The firsi foundation was jae-
per ; the second, sapphirs; the Lhivd, a chalced-
ony : the fourth, an emerald ; the fifili, sarde-
nyx ; the sizth, sardius : the sevenih, chrysolyie:
ihe cighth, beryl ; the ninih, a iopez: the benth,
chiysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinéh: the
twelith,.an amethyst.” These twelve slones arc
the foundation of the wall, bui, the wall is of
jasper, as we have already shown.

JASPER. ¢ A precious sione oi various colors, as vurple,
serulean, greon, &c.”—Greenfold. < Mosily green.””—Robin-
gon. ¢ OFf a beautiiul bright green color, cometimes vlouder
witls white, and spoited wich ved or yellow.”—Clar/e.

SAPPHIKE. ‘A precious sione of & DLlue color, in various
ehodes.”—(reenfield, Robinson. ¢ A bright gem, properly of
purs blue.”—Cobbin. ¢ Periecily transparani.”’—{larke.
«“0f » heautifol azure, or sky-hlue color, almost as trans-
poarent end glitisring as a diasmond.”’—Siuas:.

Cnarcepoxy. ¢ The name of a gem genesnlly of o whitish,
bluish, or smoly-green ocolor, susceptible of » hizh and
besutiful polish.”—@Greenficld. Some Crecl MS3SE. read oor-
banelo instead of chialcedony. Carbuncle < is a vory slegant
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zem of & deep red color, with an admizturs of scarlet. [rom
its bright, lively color, it had the asme carduncuius, which
signifies n liitle coal; because when held beforc the sun il
sgppeurs like & bright burning charcoal.”—CClarie.

"EwmEezanp is one of ile most besutiful of all the Tems,
and is o brighi green color, without sny oiher miziure.”
—Olarke.

SARDONZX. ‘‘ A pracious sione, 2. hibitidg a milk-white
varieuy of ihe chalcedony, intermingled with ahades or siripes
of sardian ot carnelian” (fiesh color) —FRobinson.

Daxpige, ¢ A precioue slone of hlvod-red, and somelimes
{lash, eoloy.”’— Greenfeld.

“ORTSOLTTE i3 of o beautliful yellow color, and is so’
valled by the ancients from its looking like & golden sione.”
—obbin. '

Bexsi ¢‘ie of o bluish green, and very brilliant.”"—Cobbia.

““ Topaz of the present day seems fo be reckoned as yel-
low, bui tha: of the anvienis appears to hsve been gicen.”
- —Sivart.

CHET30PRASUS. “‘ Lig volor i comnonly apple-grean, and
often exiremely bheantiful.”— Cleveland.

Jaciure. ¢ A precious stone of deep red, with a mixture
of yellow. It is the sume as the hyacenct, or cinnamcn
sione.”’—COlarke. .

ANETOYST ““is & pnre rock-crystul, of & purplish-violet
¢olav, end of greai brillianey.”— Chambers.

Stuart says of.these preciovs stones: “There is
classification, thereiore, in the arrangemeni; &
mizture not dissimilar {o the rainbow, with the
excephion that it is more complex.” This forms
the foundation of the wall of ihe city. That wall
is itseli bright green, spotted with red and yellow.
In addition to this, it is transparent, so that it will
-admit ihe rays of different colors to pass through
ih, which emanate from the stones that form 1its
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foundation (for many of thesz stones emit light
of themselves). Here 1z a scens of beautby, m-~
deed ; bub when we conderaplabe, in addition to
this, that the glocy of God, which lar oufshineg
the sun, will cauce those precious stones to sparlle
and glisten, we have a wall ot such splendor as is
ior beyond the coneeption of morials, |

Verse 21, £ And ths twelve gaies were twelvo
peanlg, every several gaie was of one pearl: and
ihe street of the cny WS pure gold, a8 i were
n,la;nupaaenl, olass” IHere is oold that is worth
siriving for. 1o is 1mpellshable Onc ounce of
it would be worth more to you, desr rcader, than

sll the gold of Celitornis. [would give more for

enough of that gold 1o seb my fcet upon, than
for all the trcasurcs of ecarih. Ile that secuies
o, standing-place on those strcets, will be safe.

Verse 25, “The ciby had no need of the sun,
netcher of the moor, to shine in ii: for the glory
of God did lighten 1t. and the Lamb 1s the lighi
theveof” Tho glory of God will so far ouishine
ihe sun thai iis rays will give no light in the
city. This 1s not simply bhe sun as it 110w shines,
but it is when, a5 the prophet says, “ The light
of the moon f-ha,ll be as the Light of the svn, and
the light of ihe sun shall be sevenfold.” Iss
50: 26. Again, speaking of this samae time (Chclll
S 23), he says : “ Then the ioon shall be -cou-
founded, and ibe sun ashamed, when the Lotd of
hosts shall reign in Mouni Zion, snd in Jerusalem,
and before his ancients ulomously This reful-
gent light, shiniug on those mosh precious stones,
will cause them o Spallglf‘ and shine as by human
sight hath never yet been seen.

“Verse 24. * And the nations of them which ars
saved shall wallz in the light of it; and the kings
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of the earth do bring their glory and honor into
it.”  This, it seemns, is to be the great metropolis,.
ar capital, of the new-carth kingdom, into which
ull the nations of them that are saved shall come
o offer their iribuie of praisc.

In chap. 22, we have a deceription of the river
of life, © cloa,r as crystal, proeceeding out of the
throne of God apd bthe Lamb. In the midst of
the street of it, and on either side of the river,
was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner.of fiuits, and yielded her fruit every
month ; and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the mations.” Xvery month the tree
will yield a fiuit, and as God’s saints, “ from one
new moon o anohher, and from one Sabbach to
another,” come to worship before the Lord,! they
may obtdin of the fruits of the tree of life. Those
who obey Ctod’s commandments, as we learn in
chap. 22 : 14, are o have & rlgh(, to the tree of
life, and enter in through the gates into the aty,
and parbicipate in this glorious rest,

Thus we have briefly investigated some of the

any testimonies which speal: of the glorious in-
heritance of the soants. The meek shall inherit
the carth, as Christ has promised ; but not till
sin and the curse are removed.. But, says the
objector, Christ seld, “Great is your rewsrd In
Heaven.” True, there i4. a rich reward reserved
Jor us. We are to reign with Christ in Heaven
1000 years, bub that mby. with all its dazzling
slory, as we have just seen from Rev. 21, is to
come down and be the capital of the earth re--
stored. Eut itis siill nrged, Paul said, “ We have
5 bullding of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal, in bhe heavens.” True, the building is

1 Isa, 66:28,
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cternal; but he does not say it will eternslly re-
wain there. God’s word shows that it will come
down and be the iabernacle of God, when he
dwells with men.

Diear reader, is not the iuheritance God has
promised good enough ? “Flesh and blood can-
not inherit the kingdom of God.” DBut “when
this corruptible shall have put on incorcup-
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immor-
ta,huy then will God’s saints be qualified to pos-
sess en lmmorial lauheritence. Man will siand
forth perfected, beauteous in form, free from pain,
the stain of sin 2ll washed away from his heart,
and lis Lips shoubing forth the praises of Him
who bae thus wrought for hirm. Methinks vour
hetter feelings say, It is glovious. Yes, and the
besi; of all is, thai state will never end.

“When we’ve been ihere ien thousnnd years,
Eright shining as the aun,

We've no less days to sing God 3 praise,
Thon when we iirst bernm

Deay reader, do you not feel a longing desire -
to be a partaker of the saints’ inheribance ! The
Bpirit calls yon, there is yet room. The heavenly
by, with all 1ts charras, welcomes you to come.
The way is casy, if you seek it through Christ.

First. “DBresk o from your sins by right-
cousnass, snd turn away {rom your tra,nsgressmns
hy obedience to Jod” Have you no hope in
Christ 7 Speedily obiain one. “If we confess
and forsal:e our sins, he is just and true to for-
give us our sins, and cleanse us from all unright-
eonsness.” In the vercy day. you seek hira with
all the heart he will be found of you.

Secondly: We must comply wiih the conditions
cn ‘which the promise wss made. Christ says,
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“Blessed are they thai do his [the Father’s] com-
mandraents, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into
the city.” Rev. 22:14. Then leave the irifles
of earth. Why will you linger and die ?  While
raercy lingers, why will you dally with the vani-
ies of earth, and neglect the preparation for that
rich inheritance which ; you may ohtain ?

Are you a Christian, striving to obtain a re-
ward with the faithful ¢ Talze courage, the king-
Jdorn will be cheap enough, though you muy wade
throngh seas of blood to obiain it. Contrast all
your afflictions here with that « far more excecd-
ing and eternal weight of glory” at the end of
vhe race. Cesse youwr murmurings. Heaven is
cheap enough. Remewnber, your trials bere are
only workmen sens to polish you, and fit you ifor
yvour heavenly inheritance.

¢ Why should I mvrmuror vepine oi hardship, grief, or loss ?
They only will the gold refine, and purge away the dross.”

- God 18 displeazed with murmuring Christians.

Look how he recompensed those who murmured
in the wilderness. “ Neither murmur ye, as some
of thern also murmured.” Be as consistent in the
‘heavenly way as you are with iemporal mafters.
Let the object of your pursuii spur you forward,
and instead of murmuring at your lo, Jet your
sctione tell to all that you consider thas object of
oreater value than worldly ease or pleasure, If
some Jord of earth should come to your town and
advertise, saying, “Any man who will labor for
me, Carrying Wheau, shall receive a bushel of gold
for every Ewo bushels of wheat he will carry &
mile,” what & crowd of people you would behold
ﬂockmg to the scene of action, eack anzious to
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pet a burden to catry. Behold them loading
themselves to the ground, almost, with their
heavy burdens. Wh- v, the more load I {ake, the
more gald I shall get, and you know I can’t go
bub onee.  See them irying their loads, and con-
sluding they can carvy a litile more. Down goes
one.  © Well, ot too much Joad 7 “Oh, no! I'll
get along.” INot a word of complaining in that
corapany ! The gold spurs them forward. Have
you ever murmured? Stop and think. An
“sternal weighc of glory ” is to be worked oui by
this suffering. Whai?  Why, your “ light aiHlic-
iLion, which 1s but for a moment,” iz working oui
for you an eiernal weight of glow The more
atflictions, the hcavier the glory. Well, I can
carry s little more; for I have only to carry it a
moment (compared with etecmity), and Jesus .f-'.a,‘ 5
his grace is sufiicient.

*“The road may be rough, bui it cannot be long,
‘I’ll smooth ii with hope, aad I'll cheer it with song.”

Are vou a minisicr of Christ, striving to lead
the flock in the way of God’s truth, and win souls
10 Christ? Toilon. “Thou shalt be recompensed
at the resurrection of the just ” He who has
paid, “Teed the flock of God,” has also- said,
“When ihe Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
ree2lve o crown of dlor y that fadeth not away.
Think oiien of the inheritance. INo aching head.
no hearts saddencd thera by opposttion of men
to God’s truth. o ievered lungs, worn with 1n-
cessant, labor : bui there those who have turned
many to rightecusness “shall shine as the stars
torever and ever.” 'Toil or! and may we meect
on Mouni Zion with the Lamb. Amen.
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