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Preface

What is the Holy Spirit? How do we receive it? What is its (His?)
relationship to God and His Soh¥rote The Comparisonbecause |
decided in my second booklétow theGomforter Changed myiife to

find out how silence can indeed be golden regarding the Holy Spirit.
When the SDR017Q1 Sabbath Schochmeout, | saw my opportunity

to write and shareasthere was one sidéeingpresented and noany
others. The presented sideas thatthe Holy Spiriis a third separate
individual who would be next tandequal to the Father and the Son in
the Godheadd { Y26y | & GD@RE (IKENIH 23 20 K IL
exist in the Bible or the writings of Ellen Whit&his view though not

the view of pioneers of the Adventist churdl,so ingrainednto the

Y2 RSNY OK dzNif@&h ®eihard t6 dngerstaytabplewho see
their relationship in a different way.

| hope toreveal the other side of the cothat the 2017Q1study guide
did not mention. However, it is not the purpose of this booklet to point
out what our church is doing wrong, but ratherpoesent an alternate
view that | believe will bless many

Throughout my study | would be excited to share what | leayroed |

was often met with the counsel thatWad A f Sy OS> @ne 3 ;
closeminded attitudesand then there were those who spread that |
RARY QU 0StASGS Ay XK S KI2AFIK { LIRNR
not making sense Or isthere something thd A& y 234 N 3
decided to writedown systematically althe information | thought
important so that it would be clearTo me, this became practical
theological book. It made me come closer to Chtdtcould choose to
write it again, would do it a thousand times over.
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There are areasfthe 2017 SDA 1st Qtr. Bible Study regarding the Holy
Spiritwhich| chose not to have within this book. Instead, | focused on
GKS WaAftSyOS Aa 3F2f RSYyQ (2hdp@ |y
better understand the Spirit. $trived formore quality over quantity
Theseare some points about the Holy Spirit | will not disduse: 4The
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit at the baptisiulatt 28:19; The
Spirit of truth glorifying JesusJoh 1613; Sin against the Holy Spicit
Math 12:32; The Holy Spirit who gives us different git4”Cor 12:11;

The question of NicodemusJoh 3:38; Greetingsrbm the Spirit? 2

Cor 13:13Three that bear record in heavgn.] these three are one
IW2KY pYT 0¢KS . A0fS {(dzRé DdeARS
is often mentioned by SDA church member$)went a different
direction with this book, trying to show the practical aspects of how the
Holy Spirit is undetood rather than getting caught up in technicalities
which can be studied elsewhere

The information is relevant because it connects to worship, for most
Trinitarians believe that the Holy Spirit is worthy of being
praised/worshipped/exalted as a thirskparate individuatieity-being
K2 A& Sldzf G2 G§KS CI (i REBNQISDAR
Bible study is teaching. As | have met both Trinitarians and- Non
Trinitarians in discussions, many of them both agree tiég is a
matter of worship. Earér it was unheardof in the SDA church to
directly address the Holy Spirit in prayer, but as time goes on, it seems
this is becoming standard. Is there any significance to this change in
worship?

The Bible will be at the centre of this work since ithie foundation of
R2ZOUNAYS Ay (KS {5! OKdaxOusetto 9 f f
support the Trinityin the 2017 Q1SDA Bible study guide. Since many
believe (including methat she was a messenger from God; this work
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gAftf &a0NRARGS G an hamhody wattDthe(BiblddjgirRall S &
broader context regarding the Holy Spirit.

An honest Adventist Christian member once said that it would be hard
to believe that the Adventist worldias wrong on this topic since all of
GKA& (2dz0KSa 2y GKS OKdzZNDKQa @S
would be horrible if we were in error, but if there are other arguments
and facts about thisk S K I RY Qi , h® 2vguld Nited. NIBR
guestion is, wllyou, dear reader, read with an open mind also?

People have been fighting and arguing about this topic for centuries,
maybe because it is one of the most puzzling ideas brought into the
world ¢ but many want to avoid the subject since it can lead to
unconfortable discussions. However, we in the church have to deal
with hot topics and not avoid them. Why? Because by avoiding it, there
will continue to be more question marks for the ybu
disappointments for many who feel there is no freedom to discuss, and
an increasing loss of members. If we cannot even deal with differences
of opinion among fellow Adventist Sabbath keepers, how can we take
the message to those outside our church? Let us remember that God
KFra alARX a/2YS S &jandtBat Jastisghasi 2
diedtosave all mem s S | NBE y2d SI OK 20KSNJI
famous verse says:

Eph 6:12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world,against spiritual wickedness in higlaces.

{2 tSiQa y20 FAIKG SIFIOK 204KSNE o
learn how to talk with each other, not demanding that someone agree
with us before deciding to discuss with them. It is hard for people to
see the other side of the coin when they laslready established a
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conclusion. But how confident can we be in our position, if we are so
sensitivethat S R2y Qi S@Sy 4l yid (2 RAAC
who sees something differeft

| grew up a Trinitarian, and | think thatunderstand the finitarian
position well. | also understand how hard it is to put yourself in
az2ySz2yS StasQa akK2Sa ¢gKSy (GKI
threatening your identityTherefore, there might be lack of acceptance
2T &a2YS2ySMpbniaia §oaldotTolcdniirfcapbut to share;

to shine a light on another perspective so there may be an increased
understanding in our churches regarding the Holy Spirit, and less
misunderstanding between believer

2 KAES GKA& A&dadzsS Aad ORagdINGd SsNd A |
cause dismay. There have been 2000 years of controversy over
doctrine, yetnow we are to believe there is to be montroversyand

that we have all the answerso quickly and easySincere questions
lead to greater light, and somietes God needs to allow there to be
controversy so we actually studlyhope and pray that this book may
bless you while you read it; that you may come closer to our Saviour
Jesus Christ who is our Comforter, the light of men, the cornerstone,
the begottenSon of God. May you get to know His real character and
His relationship with His Holy Spirit.

2Co 13:10Therefore | write these things being absent, lest
being present | should uskarpness, according to the power
which the Lord hath given me tedification and not to
destruction.

| was once listening to a professor who was sharing the difficulty of
reaching people whose minds were already fixed in their
understanding Imagine anincan priest who was sacrificing human
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hearts, because he arffusLJS2 LSt S 6 St ASOSR (KSe@
Suna 2 R Q thi pfaRected them from evil powers in the universe.
Imagine how hard it would be to convince the priest thatwees wrong
and that his was an unnecessary system of mass mutakrause he
had practised it his whole lifaccording to his culture and tradition

Few people in this world have the mental strength to realise and accept
that what they have been doing is wrong or what thewédelieved

their whole life is a lie. For example, imagine one teacher who has been
teaching evolution most of his life, then he meets another teacher who
is sharing ideas that go against his understanding. He had to make a
comparison After careful congleration he realises what he was
teaching was wrongand he thanls the teacher whohad raisedthe
opposingideas that initialljhadbeensocontroversial We know this is
difficult to expect and rarely happen¥et this is what we who are
Christians and Adventists hope people on the outside;do realise

their worldview is wrong and come into our worldview. If we want
them to be operminded enough to look into things controversial to
their preconceptions, shduRy Qi ¢S 6S ot S G2 F
S OlFlyQil R2 Al K2g OFry 6S SOSNJI
unwillingness to look into things that go against our assumptisns
reflected in those we want to share the gospath?

| beliew it could be thatthe 2017 Q1Bible study guide uphofiour
current position regarding the Holy Spirit through a method called
W O K -PitkiNg@ IOmeans that they find and collect sweet arguments
that fit their picture of reality. With this method, there igiagk that the
Trinity could be a delusion and not be the whole pictukethe same
time, while you readThe Comparisqryou might think that there is
cherry-picking in this work as well. Indeed it might be gmugh IR 2 y Qi
think sa Therefore, tiis up to you, it is your rightp see both sides and
comparethem yourself.



2Cainthians13:34 Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking
in me, which to yoward is not weak, but is mighty in you. For
though he was crucified through weaknesshgsdliveth by the
power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live
with him by the power of God toward you.

The SDAQ1Bible study compendium 2017 and possibly my bobk
Comparisorcan be visualisel as a tree with good and badherries.
Therefore, you should be able to pick good cherries and throw away
the bad ones. It will be vital for you to have both a sceptical and.an
open mind at the same time when searching for the truth that sels
us free (Joh 8:32). This book was not egsfor me to write; |
g2dzZ Ry QlinKt ©S 0 KXzl S Toglidvdi to heT
urgentand crucial tdhese times we live

1Thessalonian®:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good.

| did my best in searching for and comparing the inforomatil feel at
LISFOS G4KFG L RARYQG 32 F3IAFAyad v
my judge. | hope you may enjoy this bakdthat it will become more
evident to you regarding the crowning gift God has for us, as itatid

me.



1 Silence Is golden

The 2017 SDAQtr. Bible Study, Jan. 2@s this quote:

fiRead Ellen G. Whité'Misrepresentations of the Godhead
pp. 613617, in Evangelism

As we have seen this week, the biblical evidence for the

divinity of the Holy Spirit is very convincing. The Holy Spirit

is God. But remember: in thinking about the Holy Spirit, we are

dealing with a divine mystery. We reiterate the point: just as we
canna fully explain God and His nature, we have to resist the

temptation to make our human comprehension the norm for
how God should be. Truth goes far beyond human

comprehension, especially when that truth deals with the nature
of God Himself.

At the same tirg, faith in the divinity of the Holy Spirit means
more than accepting the bare teaching of the Trinity. It includes
reliance on and confidence in the saving work of God as it is
commissioned by the Father and accomplished through the Son
in the power of th Spirit. "It is not essential for us to be able

to define just what the Holy Spirit iS¢ The nature of the
Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the
Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views
may bring together passaget Scripture and put a human
construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will
not strengthen the churcRegarding such mysteries, which

are too deep for human understanding, silence is goldén.
Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostlepp. 51, 52

This famous quote has stopped many men from going further on this
topic. Many times | too have reflected on this text and wondered, am |
10
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doing the right thing here? | could be one of these men hasfiaugciful
viewsg bringing together passages of Scrigwand putting a human
construction on them in a way that might not strengthen the church.
However, later | found out more detailed reasons why she wrote this,
which made me scepticalf the waythis quote ispresented. It seems

to me thatthose who gather her quotestogether could havepicked
and chose textén such a manneas to(consciously or unconsciously
manipulate the church into moving in a particular doctrinal direction
especially if that direction would make it easier for our church to fit in
with other churches and thus avoid confrontation and controversy

People use EGW quotes to support a theory that she or none of the
pioneers ever made, then used A f Sy O Sto dilenceah firtRe® vy €
investigationg this | find unfair and feel that thpeople deserve to see

a bigger picture. Still, I recognise that | am but a man, so | have added
here my prayer for protection if you go further aade worried:

Dear Father, you who are in heaven. Please protect the church
from my book if this does not simgthen the church and if it goes
against your will. But if it is true, | pray that you will share this
book with as many as possible and reveal the truth to them. Help

us know how to cope with this in our churches so that we may
come closer to you and damther, being patient with one
another in these last days. Save us from doing the wrong thing
Ay (GKA& (G2LIAO: a2 ¢S ¢2yQi 32 |
help us to focus on doing the right thing so we dare to test all
things and we may keep whe good of yours because the truth

is worthy of being tested. Also, help us understand how silence
Oy ©6S 32tRSYy a L LINI}e& FyR Gt
name Jesus, Amen.

Theseare the three perspectived will present regarding?{ A f Sy O
32t RSy QY
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1) Whois EGW writing thito and why?

2) 9D2 Q& anitioghs aRduffthe Holy Spirit and why it is hard
to understand

3) When silence is indeed golden and the danger of going further.

1.1 Whos EGW writing thi® and why?

In 1891Brother Chapmarwrote a letter to EGW where he had trouble
with other people not letting him preach. Heresesme of what he said:

AEl der Robinson é states posit
to present the truth to others until some polrekl by me are
changed or modifiedé MHideaipuot es
reference to the Holy Ghostds
which is Christ, but the angel Gabriel On al | funda
points | am in perfect harmony with our people; but when | try

to show what seems to me to bew lighton the truth, those in

aut horityé brand me as a fell o
(Letter: Br. Chapman to E. G. White, June 3, 18%tMR 175

It is nteresting to speculate where Br. Chapman might have got the
idea that the Holy Spirit is the angel Gahriiat is whatsome Muslims
teach, through the connection that in one place in the Quran Gabriel is
said to bring the word of God to humans; in another place the Holy
Spiritis said to have done sattps://submission.org/Holy Spirit.htnl

Ellen G White answers Brother Chapman like this:

AYour i deasé do not harmoni ze
gi v e n Itnsenot esgential for you to know anlge able to
define just what the Holy Spirit isChrist tells us that the Holy
Spirit is the Comforter, and t
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This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called
the Comforter.€ . There are many mysteries whiclild not
seek to understand or to explain; they are too high for me, and
too high for you. On some of these poirsitence is goldeg

€ You need to come into har mo
Now, my brother, it is truth that we want and must hbuegdo
not introduce errorasnewtruth 6 ( Let t er : E. G.

Chapman, June 11, 1891. 14MR 179, 180)
| SNBEQa 6KSNB (GKS FlY2dza 1jdz20S
meaning not introducing error as new truth. When Brother Chapman
defined just what the Holy Spirit wasespeciallywith a wrong
O2y Of dzaAz2ys GKSY GKSNBQa y2 g2y
golden.

It seems that it is ok to have definitions of what the Spirit is, as long as
Al NBFSNR G2 / KNRAG 2 Nike tkeNdageli Q a
Gabriel) Because here is an explanation from EGW hei&#tis refers

to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called the Comfartétow
many more definitions are there from her own writings, and why is it
so hard to understand? L@td KI @S | Of 2aASNJ f 221
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1.29 D2 Qa 26y RSTAYAG.
Spirit and why it is hard to understand.

I & 9 D2 ltisinbtedlential for us to be able to defjust what the

| 2 f @& { LIMNBhduld AiriderstadBthat this means that th®ly

Spirit is multifacetedThere are mangifferent definitions of what it is
FOO2NRAY3 (2 GKS . dndthlyou cenRindhéd 2 Q:
Spirit written aboutin many different ways. Therefore, we need to
O2yaARSN)I GKS YSGK2RABF 62 KRBRNBm Wi
119:160)Below isalistof 9 D2 Q& thatztelc@iected to the Holy
Spiritas the Spirit of Christ, separated into these categaridsebreath

of Christ, The mind and character of Christ, The presence of Christ and
God, The life of Christ, The Comforter who is Chaisti The Holy Spirit
which is Jesus Christ

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST

Categorief EGW's own defenitionf

The breath of Chris|¢Christ gives thenthe breath of His own spirit the life of His own
life¢ (DA827); Christbreathed His Spiritupon theng (DA805);
&Jesus wouldbreathe upon them the Holy Ghos{EW55.1}; ddesus
is waiting tobreathe upon all his disciples, and give them the
inspiration of his sanctifying spirit, and transfuse thel influence
from himself to His peopk(ST OctobeB, 1892par.4)

14



The mind and
character of Christ|

@The divine mindwill guide those who desire to be I€fThis Day
with God, p. 188}Character is influenceChris@ work was to dray
minds into sympathy witlnis own divine mind {RH September
29, 1891par. 14}; dThey will havehe mind which was in Christ
Jesué {RH May 27, 1890par. 1}; éThey are one in purpose

mind, in character, but not in persoi {The Ministry of Healingp.
421, 422}; ¢Christ has given His Spas a divine powerto
overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and tq
impressHis own characterupon His church(DA671.2); éChristian
should educate and train their affections and manner according
the pattern of the lifethe Spirit, the Characterf the divine
Teache¢ {RH July18, 1893par. 3}; cHis charactermust be
manifested in contrast to the character of Sata(DA22)

The presence of
Christ and God:

GThe divine Spirit that the world Reedemer promised to serid
the presence and powenf God (ST Novembe23, 1891Par. 1);
6ANd the holy Spirit is the Comforteasthe personal presencef
Christ to the sodl(HM Novemberl, 1893Par. 28); dThis refers to
the omnipresenceof the Spirit of Christalled the Comforteg
{14MR 179.2} 1891, 6A holy, sacred presencgX] | felt that | was in
the presence of Jesux] A line of action was laid out before me
if the unseen presencevas speaking with ni¢11MR 326} 1896 &
seemed to be irthe presence of Jesusde was communicating to
mee {5 MR 147} 1896 ¢His energizing presences still with His
churcle (DA166); cHe gives them His Holy Spitlie manifestation
of His presenceand favoué {9T 230} 1909 ¢He comforts them with
His own presence (BA669); "The Fathe® presenceencircled
Christ[X] Here was His source of comfpaind it is for ugX] who
surrounds him withHis presencé{MB 71.2} 1896

The life of Christ:

GThe impartation of the Spirit is the impartation tbfe life of
Christé (DA805); &This Comforter is the Holy Spijrithe soul of his
life ¢ {RH May 19, 1904par. 1}; ¢The influence of the Holy Spirit
the life of Christ in the soud {4AMR 3325} 1896 dit is through the
word that Christ abides in His followefX] The words of Christ ar
spirit and life¢ (DA677)
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The Comforterwhdg  y R 6S | R2NB D2R F2NJ UeZsLEstheﬁ’z;J
isChrist: |Comforters 9 M aw HGOTTH Y Y ®Gomforfertd
Fff 6K2 0StAS@PHSE 9y aw pTtheoY
blessed name of Comfortédr S aaTtmmdnH oW yd
¢ 9D2T & ténBoNdlikdCGhrisf 242 GSYRSN
6wl hOdG206 SN H CTEe Sevjoup is Bur ComMNART his
L KI &S LINRPGSR I AY (2 0S¢ 9ya
Jesus from their views the Comforter as one who reproves, wh
gl Nyas 6Kz | RYz2yraksSa GKSy:s
AGQ¢E 6wl X ! dz3dzAalG HcI My pno

The Holy Spirit, [ ! FGSNJ 1 A& | a0OSyaArzy Ib@thraugh
hich is Jesus Chritthe Comforter He would still be with them. (Ellen G. White, DA,
HTTYX W[ S@Mewould lepie$eitdHimselas present in a
LX - OS&a oé | A& | 2t& {LANRGE |
"Remember the words of Christ, remember thég¢ is as an unsee
presence in the person of the Holy Spirit" (Ellen G. White, Lette
to Sis Wessels, Mrch 7th 189%Jesus comes to you as the Spiri
oftuthdddh 69ft Sy Dd 2KAGSSE aa
LyadAaddziazylf 22N] SNBERQ Wdz &
(which is Christ formed within the hope of glorywhom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him not... " (Ellen G. White, M
1898, February 22nd 1898Jithe Holy Spirit, which is Jesus Chgis
{Lt66-1894 (April 10, 1894) par. 18)4 . & G KS { LJA NJ
be accessible to alln this sense He would be nearer to them thg
if He had not ascended on high(Ellen G. White, Desire of Ages
LJ 3S ccohpmecTny W[ SG a2 &AdzD2
Holy Spirittoday. Let us recognize Himnow. d$wl X | LJN
par. 8}

Youshould see cledy how the Holy Spirit refers to Christ and not
someone else other than HimAt the same timethe Spirit can also
refer to His Fatherasthe Spirit comes from the Father #g sourceg

G2F 6K2YEé | YR ad tkeNdamKa 008K So eltazaye
creation 1 Cor8:6;Joh20:2iH T DIt nYc & D2R K
GAUKAY 2dzNJ KSI NI a9 tOINEW yAK d $ oRS X
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GairtSyidéeé NBIFNRAYI GKS |1 2€t& { LIAN
relation to the Holy Spirit.@ilditbep& a A0t S G KIF G WwWaAaf
for those who would go beyond what is stated that the Holy Spirit is
Christ or of Christ?

For sure, she has written and confirmed the Holy Spirit tohieethird
person of the Godhead_et usconsider the Trinitarian perspective on
why people believe in a third heavenly being.

Third person of thg"These three greainfinite powers." (General Conference Bulleti
Godhead: | April 4, 1901) "These thregreat powers of heaven" (General
Conference Bulletin, April 14, 1901); "The thieghest powers in
the universe" (Pacific Union Recorder, July 2, 1908); "The threg
powers of the Godhead' (RH, July 18, 1907); "Ttrerd person of

the Godhead" (DA 671); "The threkving persons[or
personalitiesjn the heveanly trio." (Bible training school, March
1906); "The thrednoliest beingsin heaven." (7TMR 267)

¢KS 1 ad I dz2 (tSee hdiest beingSiNkRavémioyld >
makeme understand why people believe in a third separate individual
being other from the Father and the Son. Cleathere are three
movementsin the GodheadHowever does thishave to contradict

9 D 2 wriingspreviouslyaboutthe Holy Spirit being the &fof Christ,
Christ being the comforter, the character and mind of Christ, the breath
of Christ,etc2 R2y Qi GKAY]l &az2o

| take this to mean thathe third poweris another form of Christ,
coming to us not in His bodily form but in His invisildnipresent
spirit form. For example:

ASi n cmressledlandozercome only throute mighty
agency otthe third person of the Godheadvho would come
with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It

17



is the Spirit that makes effectuahat has been wrought out by

the worl dés Redeemer. I't 1 s by
pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the
divine natureChrist has given His Spirit as a divine power to
overcome all hereditary and cwiited tendencies to evdand

to i mpress His own ch(RA6AIC2) er u

The last sentence of the contexs hugely significant and is not
considered by many people! OO2NRAYy3I G2 (KS
S5A00A2Y I NBE WLISNEA 2y DoffiRE y 2 XBIAYW G @
S5A00A2YINE AG OFy YSIFyYy alF &aLISOA"
OKI NI¥ OG0 SNIpb¢

Therefore, we have to be careful if we only represent one side and not
GF1S8S GKS gK2tS 02y (S EGSuppdse wedDnlydza
use te third person of the Godhead category to prove that there must
be a third separate individual being othiiyan the Father and the Son.

In that casewe risk shooing ourselves in the foothrough forcing
ourselves into a position and then not allowing ourselves the means to
see anything beyond,iand we therefore miss all theategories that
need tobetaken into consideration thatvere mentioned earlierThose

who want to emphasize a piggular facet of the Holy Spirit and ignore
the other facetsOl y dzaS WaAt Sy O0S Aa 3A2f
discussion Instead of over emphasizing or excluding certain
facets/categories of the Holy Spirthe third person of the Godhead
category should & taken into consideratioras much as the other
categories that have been givemderthe mainheading ofTHE SPIRIT
OF CHRIST.

Thenextquestion thatneeds answering isvhat is the danger of going
further with this, and when is silence genuinely golden?

18



1.3 When silences indeedgoldenand the
danger of going further

So when isilence goldenHere aresome statements from thd&ible
that give an example of when it is time to speakd when it igime to
be silent

AA time to be silent and a time to spedkcdesiastes3:7);

ADonot answer the foolish arg
become as foolish as they are. Be sure to answer the foolish
arguments of fools, or they will becemwise in their own

esti matverbsgeds) Pr o

AEven fools are thought wise when they keep sil@Ptoverbs
17:28);

AO Lord, set a guard at my mou
my | i pgnss@41l:B)P s a

fé but what comes out of the mouth, this defithe maé o
(Matthew15:11);

Astand in silence in the prese
awesome day of the L (ZBdmbish | udc
1:7),

Al'f | say to the wicklégutyoyder son
not warn himi you dondt speak out to
wicked way in order to save his lifethat wicked person will

die for his iniquity. Yet | will hold you responsible for his

bl oo dldel 318z e

ARSpeak up, j udge ndrthegrightseobthes | vy |,
afflicted anwbs8pPr essedod (Pro

19



| love the exampl®f Proverbs 264 where the Bible is not entirely
blackor white, but gives the reason to do or not to do depending on
the circumstancs. This same is truegarding the Holy Spirit: there are
times to talk about it and times not to; but weeed the Holy Spirit, so
not discussing it at all whenever there is controversy is unreasonable.

Still, how can we know when we are in danger of going too fefe is
one example from EGW as she describes how we should search to be
able to find God:

AHuman Dbeings cannot by searct
seek with presumptuous hand to lift the veil that conceals His

gl ory. 6Unsearchabl e areastHi s
finding out.®é Rom 11:33. It 1is
His power for to lift the veil that conceals the divine presence

is death No mortal mind can penetrate the secrecy in which the
Mighty One dwells and work®©nly that which He sees fit to

reveal can we comprehend of HiReason must acknowledge

an authority superior to itseleart and intellectmust bow to

the greatHH2533 M. 0 { M

This can leave us feeling perplexed about how far we should go,
considering Jeremiah 29:13 statédnd ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your heért 2 { Heart cand
intellect¢ areneeded along with humilityHere Ellen White encourages
study with a limit:

AThe secret things belong unt
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
forevero Deuteronomy 29:29The revelation of Himself that

God has given in His word ifr our study. This we may seek
tounderstandBut beyond this w@MHar e n
429)
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It explains that if we proceed with this kind of study, we must do it
with carefulness, sas notto make God out of something thate

is not, something Hbeas not revealed, and therefotbere is arisk

0 K I (hot frué. Atempts tolift the veil on our terms, and not on
His, will lead to deathrhis is what John Harvey Kellogght have
donein his booKkThe Living'emple the very book that introduced
the new idea of the Holy Spithat is nowpartly officially believed.
When it was suggested to Kellogg that the book contained error,
YStft233 RSTSYRSR KAYaSt T EliedAy3
White in response stronglyleclaredthat her wordswere being
misused

fil am so sorry that Living Temple came out as it dahd was
circulated, and the worst ofiitthat which struck right to my

heari was the assertion Iadammsr ega
the very sentiments #t Sister White has been teachiry.

When | heard thid, felt so heartbroken that it seemed as if |

could not say anythingHad | said anything, | would have

been obliged to speak the truth asitwas ( EI | en G.
Talk given on May 181904, Sermons and talks, Volume one,
page 341, Manuscript 46, 1904,

Kellogg himselisimmered dows the controversy ovehis bookto one
guestion Is the Holy Ghost a person?

fAs far as | can fathom, the difficultyisfound n 6 The Li v
Temple the whole thing may be simmered down to the
guestion: Is the Holy Ghost a person?ou say no. | had
supposed th&ible said this for the reason that the personal
pronoun Ohed is used in speaki

Sister Whiteuse t he pronoun Ohedé and
words that the Holy Ghost is the third person of the Godhead.
How the Holy Ghost can be the third person and not be a person
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at al l is difficult for me to

Butler. Oct 28. 1903.)
9fftSy 2KAGS FTRYAGGSR GKFG az2vys 2
ddzLILI2 NI ¢ G2 GKS GSIFOKAy3a Ay (UKS
notthecase{ KS YI { S
A

A YStft233Qa
[ AGAY 3 ¢SYLX S

a AG Ot SINY aD2R ¥z
RSI 2 Toftiek®R]inzhe & { LJ
FNBE Ay KINX2ye& gAl

Al am compelled to speak in denial of the claim that the

teachings oLiving Templecan be sustained by statements from

my writings. There may be in this book expressions and

sentimentshat are in harmony with my writing&\nd there

may be in my writings many statements whitdken from

their connection, and interpreted according to the mind of the

writer of Living Temple, would seem to be in harmony with

the teachings of this bookhis may give apparent suppott

the assertion that the sentiments in Living Temple are in

harmony with my writingsBut God forbid that this sentiment

should prevailo 1M 203)

A

Here is afascinatingSEl YL S 2F K2¢ &acnvt®2y &
twisted, either accidentally or purposely, S RAy 3 (2 WS|
truth ®EYeryand anyworkcouldLJl2 G Sy G Al f £ & 6S YAa
words. We need to study for ourselvésiow the historical contexand

use our Godgiven freedom of consciee.

2 K Sy 9 D#isnbtledséhtialfor uso be able to defingust what
0KS | 2f &hefatbe bEkhéHoly 8pXit is a mysteRgdme may
argue that thegeneralcategoryof THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST in this book is
precisely adefinition of the naure of the Holy Spiritthat is not
essential Therefore it should be kept silerasit is a mystery.

| argue there is a difference. EGW mmaany differentdefinitions that
need to be considered not coming up with just onef how the Holy
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Spirit worksand its very nature.ls this notwhat Kellogg did inrhe
Living Templefocusing oty on the things thahe needed tdform the
outcome he wante@In this case a system similar to pantheismihich
would actuallype WS NNRB NJ h®&Q y S g { NHzi

In our time, a similar thing is happening with how we understand the
Holy Spirit. @ly one side of the coiis presented or evertonsidered,
which isthe Holy Spiritsa third separatésodpersondistinctfrom the
Father and the Sarirhis is a rigid and formulaic definition that clouds
other aspects ofhe Holy Spirit, while also potentialyouldlead to a
wrong picture of God.

Meanwhile Ellen White did give a suggestionvamat is essentiafor
uswhenshe replied to Brother Chapman (the man who suggested the
Holy Spirit was Gabriel):

AThere are many mysteries which | do not seek to understand

or to explain; they are too high for me, and too high for you.

On some of these points, silence is goldeiety, devotion,
sanctification of soul, body, and spift this is essential for us

all. This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent [ J o h n
17:3]. AThis 1s the wildl of H
which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have
everlasting i{14MR79.3} John 6: 40] .

If my goal is piety, devotion, and sanctification, it is essential these
freedom God has given méo search and understand the Spirit
according to what He has stated in His Word. We do this humbly,
learning from how those before us hagene astray, while trying to
build on that which our forefathers have established, particularly Ellen
White, and not ignoring definitions that go against our preconceptions
and traditionsNotice also that Ellen White quotes John 17:3 that states
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that life eternal is to know God the Father, the only true God, and His
Son Jesus Christ.

[ SGQa aSS ¢KIFd GKS . Ao0fS O2dzZ R |
writings.
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2 Understanding the Spirit

This chapter is a more -tepth Bible study of the Spirit. The word
W{LIANRGQ A& YSYUA2ySR Ylye GAYS.
different meanings depending on its contexpo they all fitthe
Trinitarian belief that the Holy Spirit must be a separate third individual
being of Godor God being)We must look into the Greek and Hebrew
word ¥ 2 NJ 4b{seditdNdlednidg anthe different contextsit is used

in.

The Geek word¥ 2 NJ dv{ LDA1RMApimizZ dan mearcurrent of air,
ONBIFiIKXZ YAYRX

The Hebrew wordF 2 NJ &y{ LJAT WRadtécad mearwind, breath,
YAYRX
| will presentfour perspectiveof understanding the Spirit.
1 The Spirit as the breath of the Lord
The Spirit as the mind of the Lord

1
1 The Spirit as the presence of the Lord
1 The Spirit as the Comforter
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2.1 The Spirit as the breatt the Lord

The2017 SDA®Qtr. Bible StudyJan. 9says

fiThe first major work of God on this planet was its Creation.
The Bible clearly mentions God>én. 1:) and Jesus Christ
(Col. 1:16, 17 as the Creator of heaven and earth and of all
that, in fact, was madelghn 1:13). Yet, the Bible also
mentions the presence of the Holy Spirit in the work of
Creation.

Read Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13; 33:4; Psalm 33:6; 104:29,
30. What is the role of the bly Spirit at Creation? How is
the Spirit of God related to the creation of life?

The Creation story in Genesis 1:2 mentions the presence of
God's Spirit at Creation. Job 26:13, 33:4, Psalm 104:29, 30, and
Psalm 33:6 support the active role of the HS8lyirit in the
supernatural Creation of the earth. While the Bible clearly
mentions God the Father and His divine Son, Jesus Christ, as
being active in the creation of the world ($e@ 64:8; Col.
1:16, 17, the Holy Spirit is present also, though in areno
subtle manner.

He does not appear as the central actor in the Creation story.
Instead, He is "hovering" over the void, and through His
moving He is present at the genesis of life on this earth.

TheSDABible studyaskedthe question:dWhat is therole of the Holy
Spiritat creation?How is the Spirit of God related to the creation of
life?¢ Here | wilkry to godeeperinto these questionas | got interested

in one of the bible verses thahe SDA Bible study mentioneds it
mademeBl f AaS (KS (2 LiteOreazhdfthe PoRIQA { |
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Psdm 33:6By the word of the LORD were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by theeath (Ruach)of his mouth.

There is no doubt that the Holy Spirit is present in the creatidme
Spirit of Godvashovering above the watens Genesis 1:2.he word
translatedd 6 NB I G K¢ A yRudctlhefsamertelbretvosedifaér
& { L8ATNId\niay remind you @hother Bibleversewhere God formed
the manfrom dustby the breath ofHis mouth.

Geresis2:7 And the LORD God formed marfithe dust of the
ground, andreathed into his nostrils théreath of life; and
man became a living soul.

Jobalsounderstoodthat he received lifeby the breath of Godlt is a
clear example of Hebrew paralletis

Job 33:4The Spirit of God hath made me, atite breath of
the Almighty hath given me life.

As humans, we have our own personality, consciousness, and mind; all
this is a gift and miracle from God who created us. The Bible and the
SDA church teach us th8pirit + Body = A living Saulrherefore, for
humansthe spirit is referred to by the persoit belongsto. My spirit is

not a separate being to me.

What about the Holy Spirit? How God created us is very similar to how
the Holy Spirit isentthrough Jesus.

Jom 20:21-22 Then said Jesus to them agdiReacebe unto
you: asmyFather hath sent me, even so send I§duad when
he had said thidje breathed onthem, and saith unto them,
fiReceive ye the Holy Ghasto

Is a separate being coming dubm Jesus here?

What could EGW say about this?
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AChr i st the breahof His bvenispirif the life of His
own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work
in heart and mind. o6 (DA 827)

ABefore the di sci pl es coul d
connection with the church, ChribteathedHis Spirit upon
t hem. 805)( DA

fJesus is waiting to breathe upon all his disciplesd give
them the inspiration of his sanctifying spirit, and transthge
vital influencefrom himselfto his people. He would have them
understand that henceforth they cannot sewe masters.
Their lives cannot be divided. Christ is to live in his human
agents, and work through their faculties, and act through their
capabilities. Their will must be subited to his will, they must
act with his spirit, that it may be no more they that livet
Christ that liveth in them Jesus is seeking to impress upon
them the thought that in giving his Holy Spirit he is giving to
them the glory which the Father haseaj him, that he and his
peopl e may b®TOotaber3,i1802 gardfd . 0 (

ATher e | beheld Jesus, a great
Father. On the hem of His garment was a bell and a
pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate. Those who rose up
with Jesus would send up their faith to Him in the holiest, and
pray, "My Father, give us Thy Spirit." Then Jesus would
breathe upon them the Holy Gholt.that breath was light,

power, andnuch love, joy, and peace- {EW 55.1}

EGW clearly describes thetH& { LJA NRA & £ BGW alsy saysK |
that the fruit of the breath of Jesus is not only power and light, but even
much love, joy and peace. It is a paratkelthe fruit of the Spiritin
Galatians 5:22s0 therefore the fruit of the Spirit anthe fruit of the
breath of Jesus are the same.
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Galatiansb:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit isove, joy, peace
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faitimeekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.

2 KI0 Aad GKS 0O2yySOiswargs? 2F D2RQaA
Psalm 33:@onnectsthe Spiritto the word of God

Psdm 33:6By the word of the LORD were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by theeath of his mouth.

God ceated withHiswords when He was speakingt the same time
breath wascoming out

Psdm 33:9 For he spake, and it wdsne;he commanded, and
it stood fast.

The word Spirit comes into the picture where God created the earth
with His words. He spoke, and it came into existensthen He
commanded, it stood fast. Therefore, you can understand it like this:

Geresis1:2 And the earth was without form, and void; and
darknessvas upon the fae of the deep. And the Spirhp
breath orthe word] of Godmovedupon the face of the wate

¢tKS | SONBg ¢ 2 NBentl2 Bdowkhe BIBWErg énthe

{ O NP K7362-3hake move, andflutter. Compared to other verses
where God reated the earth, we can plagshookk Ay A0 a LI |
another example that the world shookhen God was speaking in His
creation:

Helrews12:26Whosevoice then shookhe earth: but now he

hath promised, saying, Yet once marshake not the earth
only, but also heaven.
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More abouthow God created with His Spidind shook the earth with
Hisvoice foutu.be/IONmvLCvcntby Bill Pintq from 6:209:48 min)

We know now that the Holy Spirit proceeds out from the mouth of God
and Jesus. We know they share the same Spirit and words (Joh 20:21
HHT W2K MnYmMnoO® L gAft pirt &yhe BréakhA a
2T GKS [ 2 NR¢ Bldevardes shdvivigsthalrtite MiBly Spirit
comes out like a sword from the mouth of Jesus because there are no
AKIFNLISN 62NRa GKIFIy | A& FYyR | A&
Jesus is the channel in which d>created the world, and that is why

He is the word of God, the agent of creation.

fiForthe word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrowd ea discerner

of the thoghts and intents of the hear{Heb 4:12);AAnd he

had in his right hand seven stars: aud of his mouthwent a
sharptwoedged sword: and his countenaneas as the sun
shineth in his strength(Rev 1:16);iiT he sword of the Spirit,
which isthe word of Godod (Eph 6:17);iAnd out of his mouth
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he trdnattet
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty G¢{dev
19:15);fiRepent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them witthe sword of my moutho (Rev 2:16);
AANd then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
comnsume withthe spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
the brightne&%h28f his comingo
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2.2 The Spirit as the iwd of the Lord

The2017 SDA®Qtr. Bible Study, Jan, 8tates

fiBeing "carried along by the Holy Spirit2 Pet. 1:21NIV) is

a strong affirmation of the work of the Holy Spirit in
inspiration. In 1 Corinthians 2:83, the apostle Paul credits
revelation and inspiration to the Holy Spirit. To us, he says,
God revealed the hidden things that no eye has seen, which he
mentons in verse 9. God revealed them through the Spirit (
Cor. 2:10. The apostles have received this "Spirit who is from
God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God"
(1 Cor. 2:12 NASB). Then in verse 13 he moves to the work
of inspiration where he speaks of things "not in words taught
by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining
spiritualthoughtswith spiritualwords' (NASB). Paul had no
doubt about the source and the authority of what he was
proclaiming.o

The Holy Spitiinspires no doubt about that The author of the Bible
study guide states that Paul did not doubt his preaching source and
authority, meaning that Paul understoodhat a third separate
individualwas inspiring himDid Paul believe that? Let us read I Co
2:9-13, that was quoted above, and continue to verse 16 to understand
what Paul might have meant by the Spirit in its whole context. Starting
from verse 1316;

1 Corinthians2:13-16 iWhich things also we speak, not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiituBut the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God

for they are foolishness unto him:iter can he knowhem,
becauseltey are spiritually discerneBut he that is spiritual
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judgeth all things, yet ke himself is judged of no makor who
hath knownthe mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him?
But we havahe mind of Christ.0

How2 F0Sy R2 ¢S (F 1 | BedadebréviEeekd Y A
g 2 NR T ZNhich {sRiadiPrieuma | f & 2MindS@higa W
O2dzZA R I3FLAYy ©0S NBFSNNAYy3I (2 WSa
NEFSNByOSa LalAlFK naYmMo AYy w2Y
DNBES|1 Ay RE&SPE ThepSgh this vadation, Paul gives

us insight into the verse and opgits meaning to us.

Isaah 40:13 Who hath directethe Spirit of the LORD, or
beinghis counsellorhath taught him?

Romans11:34For who hath knowithe mind of the Lord? or
who hath been hisounsellof?

There are otheexamples of how spirit can mean mindin Daniel 2:1
Nebuchadnezzar had trouble with dreams in his Sgiig rfiind). And
in 1 Kings 105 the Ethiopian queen had no more thoughts (Sptat)
guestion King Solomon

And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar dreamededms, wherewitthis spirit was
troubled, and his sleep brake from hipanel 2:1);

And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom,
and the house that he had built, And the meat of his table, and
the sitting of his servants, and the atten@aoichis ministers,
andtheir apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which
he went up unto the house of the LORD; there m@snore

spirit in her (1 Kings10:45).

' IFAYET L adaNBaa GKIFG ib Suichizhekdr Ry ¢
understood as his ind, rather than a separate third individual being.
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What did EGWsay on this relation between mind and spifit

A The divanenmind that is working upon the things of
nature is speaking to the hearts of men and creating an
inexpressible craving for something they have not. The things
of the world cannot satisfy their longinghe Spirit of Godis
pleading with them to seek for tho$engs that alone can give
peace and rest the grace of Christ, the joy of holiness.
Through influences seen and unsemir,saviouris constantly

at work to attract the minds of men from the unsatisfying
pleasure of sin to the infinite blesggthat maybe theirs in
Him. oSC28} 1893

You have the Bible. Study it for yourself. The teachings of the
divine directory are not to be ignored or perveriguke divine

mind will guide those who desiretobeledd { Thi s Day
God, p. 188}

fiCharacterisinfluene. Chr i st 6s wor k was t
sympathy withhis own divine mind ORH{ September 29,
1891 par. 14}

How is the divine mindi KS { LA NA G O2yySOGSR

AChr i st His 8piit ag & divimenpowetro overcome all
hereditary and dtivated tendencies to evil, and to impréss
own charactetupon Hi s chur.ch. o (DA 6

AChristians shoul d educate an
manner according tthe pattern of the life,the Spirit, the
Characterof t he di v RHy &uly I8e1893Ipag.B}. 0 {

AThe Lord Jesus, who is the ju
reference to many hattearted, selfish, scheming transactions,
Awho hath requi r e dThetSpirit,sThea t y
Character, you havemanifested has not been at all aftiee
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Pattern | have given you in my life and charactevhen | was
upon t h®&H &aabdr b6, 1894 par. 3}

ATo know God I Blis dhavactek mustebe Hi m;
manifested in contrast to the characteSatan. Thisvork only

one leing in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the
height and depth of the | ove o
22)

AThe personality of the Father
exists between Them, are presented in the seventeaphtec

of John, in the prayer of Chri
| for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me
through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father,

art in Me, and | in Thee, that they also may be one irttd

the world may believe that Tho
The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not
destroy the personality of eithd@rhey are one in purpose, in

mind, in character, but not in persont is thus that Godnd

Chri st avwHel21pdg2® . 0 {

How does Jesubind his followers to Hin?

AThe Lord has a people for whc
one with him as he is one with the Father. If we are, as
Christians, doers of the word, we shall practice in our livas t

for which Christ prayed; fdoy his Holy Spirit Jesus can bind
heart to heart We are living amid the perils of the last days;
evil times are upon us; gross darkness has covered the land.
Satan seeks to intercept his hellish shadow between us and
God, so as to obscure the light of Heaven by every device at his
command; but all whdaim to be Christians, if they ahrist-

like, will follow closely in the footsteps of JesuBhey will

have the mind which was in Christ Jesis.RH, May 27, 1890

par. 1}
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Rememberwhen Jesus and Stepheagave up their Spirit to G&They
gave up theiverylife, their characterto be preserved byod.

fAANnd when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he $ather,
into thy hands | commend my spirit and having said thus, he
gave upthe ghosto (Luke 23:46);

AANd they stoned Stephen, calling ugdéad,and saying, Lord
Jesusreceive my spirito (Acts 7:59).

o0Our personal identity is pres
not the same particles of matter or material substance as went
into the grave. The wondrous works of God are a mystery to
man. The Spirit, the Character of manis returned to God,

there to bepreserved. In the resurrection every malh have

hi s own cHilem Waig tS.©.A..Bble Gommentary

Vol. 6, p. 10932} 1900

Informationfound ind ¢ KS D MMI&CE & Whiteg Direct quotes

from the Pen of the Messenger of the Lord, EllerGX A 1 S€ | Y R ¢
The Pieces Togetheay W5 A FFAOdzE G Q adl GSYSyia
D2RKSIFR 1 I NXY2yAl SRDE
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2.3 The Spirit as theresencef the Lord

The Holy Spirit as the breath and the mind of God can also be simmered
down to anotherword: (i K SS & §JNDS ¢ 2 T ,De2BIPSDA2 & ¢
15t Qtr. Bible Study, Jan. 16, seems to understand it differently:

AThe presence of the Spirit is the presence of Gol | cannot
flee to a place where the Spirit of God is Itd,is omnipresent 0

The Spir@ presencésD 2 RQa  LINBSrushgl€aand simpler
to saythat the Holy Spiriis the presence of Gadrhe word Spirit and
the word presence areterchangeablen these verses

Whither shall | go fronthy spirit ? or whither shall | flee from
thy presencé (Psdm 139:7)

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away frotiny presence and take not
thy holy spirit from me.(Psdm 51:1011)

And he saidMy presenceshall gowith thee,and | will give
thee rest(Exodus33:14)

What could EGWpossiblysay about this?

AThe divine Spirit that the wo
is thepresenceandpowero f Go d . 023,(1891 PaN a)v

AANnd t 8peitishhe Conforter, athe personal presence

of Christt o t he soul . o0 (HM November
AChrist tells wus that the Holy
Comforter is the Holy Ghost, f
Fat her shal |l dwilhpdy therFathdy and ldeme . 0

shall give you anotheComforter that He may abide with you
for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
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receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but

you know Him, for He dwelleth with you, andash | be i n
(John 14:16,17). This refers tloe omnipresenceof the Spirit

of Christ, call ed t H4MRCHWIBOLr t er . 0 {

¢CKS / 2Y7T2NIS Niedeld & Gailé ( 2 Nier&eSal a
Chrisk ¢  thg/dRinigresence of the Spirit of Chést.t jnSohn 14:16

17, it sounds like Jesussayingsomeone else would be sent to us, not
WSadzad |1 26 R2Sa (GKAA Pérsbnaldpiesente (i K
of Chrisk &K 2 dzt Ry Qi AU GKSy o6S / KNRA
Gl y23iKSNE0O2 YT 2N SN

AThat Chri st Should mani fest
invisible to the world, was a mystery to the disciples. They
could not understand the words of Christ in their spiritual sense
They were thinking of the outward, visible manifestation.
Theycould not take the fact that they could héivepresence

of Christwith them,and yet He be unseen by the warlthey

did not understand the meaningao$piritual manifestation 0
{The Southern Review, September 13, 1898 par. 2}

Thisis referring to John14:1821 which endswith Jesus saying He
would manifest Himself to us by HisnLJS NB 2 y | £ | WiNdsta Sy
leave you comfortless: | will come toyouL gAff 23S |
YIYAFSAG aeéasfread oinlplohK MYE Owithout the ¢ S
context, then no wonder it sounds like it is someone else other than
Jess.

LyadSFrFR 2F aAvyLiXe adqreiray3a gAdK
presence, and that Christ dwells within us through His Spirit, we go far
beyond and imagine a third beinghom naturally people start to

wonder about (Does he have a body?), and worship (should | pray to
the Spirit?), and give new names to (God the Holy Spirit). Has our official
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position gone beyond what Ellen White, and the disciples, would be
comfortable wih?

How does EGW describe her own inspiration?

AFri day, Mar ch 20, I arose ear
in the morning. While writing upon the fifteenth chapter of
John, suddenly a wonderful peace came upon me. The whole
room seemed to be filled vaitthe atmosphere of heaveh.
holy, sacredpresenceseemed to be in my room. | laid down
my pen and was in a waiting attitude to se®at the Spirit
would say unto me. | saw no persarheard no audible voice,

but a heavenly watcher seemed close beside me. | feltthat

in the presence of JesuJhe sweet peace and light which
seemed to be in my room it is impossible for me to explain or
describe. A sacred, holy atmosphere surroeddne and there
were presented to my mind and understanding matters of
intense interest and importance. A line of action was laid out
before meas if the unseerpresencewas speaking with mé
{11MR 326} 1896

Ellen White is talking about the unseen prase of Jesus, which is His
Spirit. Here is more description from her dfow Jesuswas
communicatingwith her.

I arose early Thursday morning
writing busily upon the True Vine, whdrfelt a presencen

my room as | have manyirhes before, and | lost all
recollection of what | was abautseemed to be in theresence

of Jesus He was communicating to miat in which | was to

be instructed. Everything was so plain that | could not
misunderstand] € Not an audible word was spek to my

ear |, but to my mind. I sai d,
commanded £5 MR 1473 1896
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And who is the minister of the church on earth?

AWhil e Jesus mini stHeisstillbyRist he
Spirit the minister of the church orearth. He is withdrawn

from the eye sense, but LoHi s pa
am with you always, even unto the end of the wasld Mew t

28:20. While He delegates His power to inferior ministirs,
energizing presences still with His church A (66)

How does Christ comfort us?

AThe Lord knows al/l about Hi s
sake are lying in prison or who are banished to lonely islands.
He comforts them with His own presence®dA 669)

AThe Lord encour agtetee wadlelheawth o s
He gives them His Holy Spirjitthe manifestation of His
presenceand favouro 9T 23¢ 1909

How did Christeceive canfort while He was on earth?

AT he Fat herdndrcled Cleist and aothing befell

Him but that which infinite love permitted for the blessing of

the world.Here was His source afomfort, and it is for us He

who is imbued with the Spirit of Christ abides in Christ. The

blow that is aimed at him falls upon the Saywho surrounds

him with His presence Whatever comes to him comes from

Christ. He has no need to resist evil, for Christ is his defence.
Nothing can touchhimeeg by our Lordods pe
Aall things o0 onork dgethex lorggood tthemmi t t e
that love GodbRomans 8:28{ MB 71.2 1896
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2.4 The Spirit as the Comforter

2017 SDASQtr. Bible Study, Jan, gays this

AThe work of the Holy Spirit i
reason we find a fundamental unity in allSdripture in regard
to truth. As the Spirit of Truthdphn 14:17, 15:26, 16:183 the
Holy Spirit wildl l ead us into

Thereis no doubt that the Holy Spirit does lead us into all truth. But we
remember that the backdrop behind this statementtie Holy Spirit

as a separate third individual being who is needed to support the
theory of the Trinity. Do the verses Joh 14:17; 15:26; 16:13 cited above
support this theory of the Holy SpiritlS NB ¢ S ¢ ATthd Hol§ 2 O«
Spirit as the Comfort€ 7’ Y4:1Wand Joh 15:26, where it seems that
Gl S¢ A& az2yS2yS StasS 20KSNJ dKIy
verses in context. In my bookletow the Comforter Changed my Life
showed how John 14:181 is a chiasm:

(A) 15 If ye love me, keeply commadments.

(B) 16 And | will pray the Father, and he shall gixeu another ("Allos")
Comforter thathe may abide with you for ever;

(C) 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because
it seeth him ngtneither knoweth him: byte know him for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.

(<3) 181 will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you.

(C) 19 Yet a little wlile, andthe world seeth me no mgieutye see me
becaise | live, ye shall live also.

(B) 20 At that dayye shall know that | am in my Fagh and ye in me, and
I in you.
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(A) 21 He that hatmy commandmentsand keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me: andhe that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and | will love him, and
will manifest myself to him.

As you see, the letters in parentheses reflect each other, Ato A, Bto B
and C with C. The verse in the middle is the key or the heart that opens
the cortext of the passage. It is a standard Hebrew poetic device called
aWOKAFAY>XQ 6NARAGGSY (G2 SYLKIF&aAaSs

Is it possible thaChristrefers to Himself in the third person when He
alJSl1a 2F GKS [/ 2Y7T2NISNXKspdaksafa A
Himself in the third person. (See also Math 16:27, Mark 9:31, Luke 9:26,
58, Luke 18:8, John 8:28).

Matthew 2427,30fi For as t hreth out oftiheteast, n g  «
and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the comthg of

Son of manbe[ é And then shall appear the signtbé Son

of manin heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shadkeethe Son of mancoming n the clouds

of heaven with power and great

What could EGWpossiblythink about this?

AAfter HiBKel[laesss} was ® bebabsent in person
but through the Comforter He would still be with thenand
they were not to spend their time in maum gDA®77)(

AAnd t he Savi disprespncevould seevtth t h at
them always.Through the Holy Spirit He would be even
nearer than He walked visibly among them{iMHH 48.5}

In the heart of thechiasmmentioned Jesus speaks abotditmselfas
comforting us (Jol 14:18) by His Spirit((Jom 14:16). Ellen White
confirms this (these texts were not included in SDA 2017 Q1 Sabbath
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School, as it arguabat Jesus is noT HEcomforter, a separate being
is).

AAs b weldokto Jesus, our faith pierces the shadow, and
we adore God for His wondrous love in giving desus the
Comforter.0{19 MR 297298 1892

OChrist comes as a Comfortap all who believe. He invites
your con8VMRI5.81888 0

AChri st i s theblebsed nknme miwGomfdrtgro
{Ms7-1902 (January 26, 1902) par. 10}

fiThere is no comforterlikeChrist s o tender and
October 26, 189 Par. 15)

fiThe Saviouris our ComfortelT hi s | have prove
{8MR 49}

But why are the churcheweak, sicklyand ready to die?

AThe reason why the churches a
to die, is that the enemy has brought influences of a
discouraging nature to bear upon trembling sohls. has

sought to shut Jesus from their view as the Comfoyias one

who reproves, whowarnssh o admoni shesist hem,
is the way, RHvAubust26,#890) n it . 0 (

So whatdo we need to know to overcome our weakneds

O0Thr ough awelhave a nevefailing ldelpsr. He

does not leave us alone to struggle temptation, toebaith

evil, and be finally crushed with burdens and sorrow. Though

now He is hidden from mortal sight, the ear of faith can hear

Hi s voice saying; bDA483) not ; I
tKS 62NR GO2YTF2NISNE Ay DNBS]
ParakletsdIQis usedfive times in theNew Testament, and only by
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John In1 John 2:}arakleto<ls translated into English @l R@Z 0|
rather than comforter. Who is our advocate?

1 bhn 2:1iMy little children, these things write | unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we haae advocate
[Parakletos:a comforter] with the FatherJesus Christ the
righteous.o

In the context of Joh 14:181, the discipleshad a hard time
understandng that Jess was talking abouHimself because it was
dealing with the unseen work of Jesus.
Whatg | & WSadzaQa FyasgSNI G2 GKS RAA
about Jom 14:1521?

Joh 14:2223iJudas saith unto him, not Iscaridtord, how is

it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the

world? Jesus answered and said unto Hilha man love me,

he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, ande

[the Father and the Somiill come unto him, and make our
abode with hind

What are the words oflesus?

Joh 6:63It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing:the words that | speak unto youtheyare spirit, and
theyare life.

What could EGWpossibly sayabout thisverse?

Alt is the spirit that quicken
words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
Christ is not here referring to his doctrine, but to his person,

the divinity of his characte{9T 135} 1909

AHerein is My Father glorified
fruit.o God desires to mani f es

43



benevolence, the compassion, of His own character. Yet the
Saviour does not bid the disciples labor to bear fruit. He tel
them to abide i n Him. Al f ye a
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be

d one unltisthrgughuthe avord that Christ abides in

His followers This is the same vital union that is represented

by eding His flesh and drinking His bloo@he words of Christ

are spirit and life.Receiving them, you receive the life of the
Vine. You |live Aby every word
of God. o Matthew 4: 4. The | ife
same frits as in Him. Living in Christ, adhering to Christ,
supported by Christ, drawing nourishment from Christ, you

bear fruit after thesimilitude of Christi (DA 677)

AThe i mpartation of tthelfeSfpi rit
Christ.0 (DA 805)

0 C h daclaréd that after his ascension, he would send to his
church, as his crowning gift, the Comforter, who was to take
his place.This Comforter is the Holy Spirit;the soul of his

life, the efficacy of his church, the light and life of the world.
With his Spirit Christ sends a reconciling influence and a
power that takes away sin RH, May 19, 1904 par. 1}

AThe 1 nfluence thé lifetohGhristHothey Spi
soulb 4NIR 3325} 1896

In John 14:23 Jesud | AlfRiInandove me, he will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, ande will come unto him and make our
abode with hing If you read ifyou should easily understand thiie is
talkingaboutHimself and ks Fathel aWed® éne fEG Q& ljalgd (i S 2
confirms it.

iBy the Spirit THE FATHER AND
make THEI R A B OBEhowanuany 1%, 393 0
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How does EGW describe what it means to have continual faith in the
Father and Son?

OHe that believeth isnoHOW® Son,
has continual faith in the Father and Son has the Spirit also.

The Holy Spirit is his comforter, and he never departs from the
truth. {BTS March 1, 190®ar. 6}

What about John 15:2@nd John 14:26the coming of the Comforter?

Jom 15:26fBut when the Comforter is come, whom | will send
unto you from the Fatherventhe Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify ofame:

1. Who sends the comforter here® fiwhom | will sendunto you
from the Fathef éd

2. Where does it come from@ fiwhich proceedeth from the Father,
he shall testify of me

What shall we understand when weeceive the ©@mforter?

Jom 14:20At that day ye shall know thataimin my Father,
and ye in me, and | in yol.

Jesus speakBguratively about himself when He sayshat the Hdy
Spirit will bring all things our remembrance

Jom 14:26 fiBut the Comforter,which is the Holy Ghost
[ Chri st ds u,whomeahe Fdter vallssend im eny
name, he shall teach you all things, drthg all things to
your remembrance whatsoever | have said unto you.

Many Trinitarians think it must be someone else other than Clorist
the Father, specially when we take the verskterally, and not asan
allegory How do we know that Jesus wast speaking literally and
directlyin John chapter 14, 15 and 16?
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Joh 16:25iThese thinghave | spoken unto you inproverbs
[adage, parable, illustration, allegory, figurative saying]

but the time cometh, when | shall no more speak unto you in
proverbs, but | shall shew you plainly of the Father.

There were many things the disciples were unable to understand due
G2 GKSANI NBFfdzalt G2 dzyRSNERGIF YR
rejected and the gospel go to the Gentiles). They could not understand
how God was to manifest Himself to all men. At the tidesus wasot
yetglorifiedasl S g1 & & OdzY 6 S NE &nd tekeibi HeK dzY
could not be in all placgzersonally

flf God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in
himself, and shall straightway glorify him. Little children, yet
a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as | said unto
the Jews, Whither | go, ye cannot come; so now | say t@you.
(Jom 13:3233);

fiNevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that |
go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if | cepart, | will send him unto yauJom 16:7).

(LY F 2 NX)YI (The FaraFleNd tife C8mforBrQprekentation by
Nader Mansour aB4:0Qin. https://youtu.be/]AvYcGYQ7Wp

How did Ellen White explain Christ being with us after His ascension
to heaverf

"Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in eyeplace
personally therefore it was altogether for their advantage that

He should leave them, go to His father, and send the Holy Spirit

to be His successor on earfhhe Holy Spirit is Himself
divested of the personality of humanity anddependent

thereof He would represent Himself as present in all places

by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipreseni But t he Co mf
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My
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name, He shall (although unseen by you), [This phrase was
added byEllen White.] teach you all things, and bring all things

to your remembrance, whatsoeve
14:26] . ANevertheless | tell vy
that | go away: for if | go not away, the Comforter will come

not untoy o u ; but i f | depart, I wi

16:7].7 {14MR 23.3}"

Many people think differently in the Trinitarian perspective when they
read this quote.

G¢eKS | 2fe& { LISNRIMdivestad ofl theYparSohakty of o
humanity and indepenent thereof. He *BPIRIT would represent
Himself*[ SPIRITas present in all places BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT, AS Tt
habLtw9{9b¢ ®¢

That is incorrectHow would it be possible to read it like that? Why
would THE SPIRIT represent Himself as present in all plddkS HOLY
SPIRITDoes the Holy Spirit have a spirit? If the Holy Spirit is another
separate being like the Father and the Son, then He too must have a
{LANRGSE YR GKSY GKSNB g2dZ R 0S5
consumed about how to interprehis passage, for Ellen White explains

it elsewhere:

AWE WANT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WH
CHRI1 ST . 4894 (Agril6L6, 1894) par. 183EGW *(see
full quote below)

Alf any of you | ack wisdom, | e
all men liberally, andipbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
But | et him ask in faith, not h

we ask, we receive of him because we keep his commandments
and do those things that are |
know that the Son of God is comand hath given us an
understanding, that we may know hjthe Fatherfhat is true,
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and we are in hirfthe Fatherthat is true, even in his Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true Gdthe Father]and eternal life. Little
children keep yourselves from
come.We want that complete and perfect understanding which

the Lord alone can give. It is not safe to catch the spirit from
another. WE WANT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH IS JESUS
CHRIST.If we commune wh God, we shall have strength and
grace and e f-I894dApd DOc1BA4)par{18}t 6 6

Information from:Previously Unpublished Ellen G. White Statements
www.Theos.Institute/leavenlytrio/

It is clearly stated in 2 Corinthians 3:17 also:

2Co 3:1417 iBut their minds were blinded: for until this day
remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old
testament; whichail is done away in ChrisBut even unto this
day, when Moses is readthe vail is upon their heart.
Nevertheless when it shall turn tiee Lord [Jesus] the vail

shall be taken awayNow the Lord [Jesus]is that Spirit: and
where the Spirit of the Lord, thereis liberty.0

There is one Spirg Eph 4:4

The Comforter is the Spirtlohn 14:26
The Spirit is the Lorg2 Cor 3:1417
The Lord is Jesusl Cor 8:56

P wnpRE

sthead { LMNA G 27F | R2tolbehuBdérstood a6 a wigdY
separate being other than Christ or the Fath#vhen we ompare the
verseto Gahtians4:6, there is more clarity.

fiFor ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have receivetthe Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Fathero (Romans8:15).
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AANd because ye are sons, God hath sent feetBpirit of his
Soninto yourheartscrying, Abba, Fathero (Galatians4:6).

AANd so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living
soul; the last Adam was madea quickening spirito (1
Carinthians15:45)

AANd be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And thapyé on
the new man which after God is created fighteousness and
true holiness (Ephesianst:23-24).

fiBut ye arenot in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have tio¢ Spirit
of Christ, he is none of his. Andl Christ bein you, the body
is dead because of sin; bthe Spirit is life because of
righteousness(Romans8:9-10).

fJesus saith untarh, | am the way, the truth, anithe life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by a{@om 14:6).

Who comes into our hearts?

Rewlation3:20-22 fiBehold, | stand at the door, and knoidk

any man hear my voice, and open the doari)l come in to

him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that
overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as |
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches .

Sowhat does it mean tareceiveChrist in our hearts?
Galatians2:20Al am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live;
yet not |, butChrist liveth in me: and the life which | now live

in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gae himself for med
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AChri st became one f Iwesight wi t h
become one spirit with Himlt is by virtue of this union that

we are to come forth from the gravapt merely as a
manifestation of the power of Christ, but because, through
faith, His life has become our§hose who see Christ in His

true character, and receive Him into the heart, have
everlasting life It is through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us;

and the Spirit of God, received into the heart by faith, is the
begimingd t he | i DA38& t er nal . 0o {

0Abiding in Christ means a constant receiving of His Spjrit
|l ife of wunreserved(DAG&r ender t

What do believerswant?

fWe want to have the sweet Spirit of Christ come freely into

our midstWe want waters of salvati c
away from the chiing influence, and spirit of earth. Get a little
higheriAUpwar d t o God be thAlle hear
nearer to God, to Jesus, and to angelSet the heavenly
unction;andthenyot an t ake it RHpAugustwi t h
17, 1869 par. 10}

fiHe is coming by His Holy Spirit today et us recognize Him
now; then we shall recognize Him when He comes in the clouds
of heaven, with power and great glorgRH,{ April 30, 1901

par. 8}

Noticed KAa @AGFE LRAYG 9ftSy 2KAGS
WSadza O2YAy3a o6& 1 A& {LANRG G2RI
comes againThe blessed nameof ¥/ 2 YT 2 NIl SN A&y
Christ? Ibelieve wholeheartedly thathis is another form of Christ,
coming to us not in His bodily form but in His invisible, omnipresent
spirit form.When understood as | have shared here, the focus becomes
/| KNRA&AGQAa OKI NI Ofaduledf the Spirit. § KS & dzo a
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3 A Conclusioand a suggestion

| hope | have shed light on the Holy Spirit to the edification of the
reader.Rather thana separate third person from the Father and the
Son a bringing of all the texts shows a picture @ffirist Himself in a
broader perspectiveMay thisawaken our need for His Holy Spirit in
our daily life remembering always how close Jesus is to us

Secondly, | hoped | have showow the quoteWa A f Sy OS A &
topic that is not entirely blackral white, and it should be used in a
careful matter.It caneasily bedzda SR (2 & dzLJLIR2 NI 2V
perspectivewhen not read in its full contextt stops further study and
ends up enforcinghe misunderstandinghat existsbetween those who
argue alout the Godhead.

Eveni KS vy I Y S itded @arRriedr seniething different from the
nameW D @Hre ighe modern view as stated fandamentalbelief#2

from the 28 Fundamental Belisls b2 i A OS K2 ¢ (GKS &aai
is used to describe group of three beings (the triune God) rather than
0KS LJX dzNIF f LINRPy2dzy GaUKSeeéd ¢KAA
never occurs in the Bible nor in Ellen White

fiThere is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirjta unity of three
coeternal Persons.God is immortal, aHpowerful, altknowing,

above all, and ever preseriie is infinite and beyond human
comprehension, yet known througtis self-revelation. God, who

is love, is forever worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the
whole creation. (Genl:26; Deut. 6:4; Isa. 6:8; Matt. 28:19; John

3:16 2 Cor. 1:21, 22; 13:14; Eph. 44; 1 Peter 1:2.)0

Now let us compare that withprinciple #1 and #2 from thd872
Seventhday Adventist 25 Fundament&Irinciples:

51



| .Thafithere is one God, gersonal, spiritual being, the creator

of all things, omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal; infinite in
wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable,
and everywhere present by his representative, the Holy Spirit.
Psalm 139:7

| | That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal
Father, the one by whom he created all thigs, and by whom they
do consist é ]

More at: https://www.asitreads.com/trinityin-adventist-history.

The difference is clear. The older one has God, His Son, and His Spirit
The newer one has Gods a mysterious deing. Through a long
process,the Trinity wasfinally established in 1980You may ask
@2dz2NA St T dagKeKé ysKafghtioryaidgcSundit helive NB
OKIyaSR FNRBY (GKS LA2YySSNEQ L}RaAai
so we would not be outcasts and looked down upon as a dui®is a
normal feeling to have; we have all felthe strong pull to conform
when growing up and going to school; itagerrible feelingto be the
2yfteé AR 6K2 R2SayQi FTAOG Ayo

| actually believe thereould bean easy fix that allosfor a wider scope

of opinioninthechurchL Yy 4G4 S+ R 2 F o Gakh& NSBn ahdh
| 2f & { LA NR (0 Q 4Heré Bt Godhé&atl Fate, Saniandl 2
Holy Spiritthe three great powers of heavexX They areinfinite and
beyond human comprehension, yet known through? R €eif
revelationQThis would be a compromise that accommodsdegreater
range of people, and | think would be acceptable to most Trinitarians
and NonTrinitarians aghe word WodheadXlearlyexistin the Bible
(Acts 17:29; 8n 1:20; Col 2:9)

Personallyl believe it woulde golden for the churches if we took away
the Trinity doctrine.The Trinity came into Church history around 300
500AD, and has spurred on much unnecessary speécnlaito the
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nature of God, along with being a tool to turn Christianity into a religion
of the government (a state religion).

Another thing that would help is to become aware of ttiéference
betweenthe 25 fundamentaprinciplesof the Seventh Day Adwaést
church in 1872and G 2 R & Q &-day Addehtisti2B fundamental
beliefs. ¢ KS g2NR GLINAYOALX S&d¢ RAaO2 dzh
ONBSR>X ¢KSNBIFra aGaoStASFa¢ SyoOz2dz
subconsciously affectedow we understanddoctrine and treat each
other in church.It is hard for anyone to share anything new and
original, because people are in a mindset of hunting out heresy to
uphold our de facto creedPeople who are thrown out or leavhe
churches may feel the@ I y Qi { e @&fundabdentalzbelidl K
insteadit was 28 fundamental principlekbelieve thisouldallow more
freedom of conscience and allow for more positive church fellowship

We should remembehow Jesus tread everyone he metas an
individual, rather than according to the category they placed
themselves inWhatever you call yourself, we should realise that we all
belong to Chrisas one bodyand we shouldonsiderhow this affects
usindividually and relationallywwhen we dojt wouldincrease the love
and respectwe havefor each other,allow for deeper discussion
without it being corrupted by pride and distrysaind accept more of
Sl OK 2 KS NIhdowha cbriieSdNysAGtEe same time,
we would increase the understanding Blis Spirit as we are acting
more in accord with His character and His wovde would become
Y2NB fA1S Fy3aSta FyR FGGNI OGA@BS
was?

Jom 17:21fThat they all may be one; as thou, Fatlaet,in
me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world
maylel i eve that thou hast sent r
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b2 RSIFINI FStt2¢ {SOSYuUK 51 glorityRDS
our Lord to the world andbe prepared to meetHim. We should learn

to be kind to one another, and genuinely understand how to become
one.

a[ SG 0 KS Y tods8dfoil Hiskmariifdiddztercies and be
kind to one another. They hawne Godandone saviour, and
one Spirit-the Spirit of Christ-is to bring unity into their
NJ y 9@ 189 19@0

*kkkkkk

¢ KAAa (KAMKRCompasipt & yWwoS aAYYSNBR
one Spirit-the Spirit of Christd ¢ KS a SOBoife 6221 € S
Comforter changed my li2 A & | 0 A 2 3 dhbwidgtHaiQve (i S &
haveone saviourwhich would link the first and the third theological

books together.

IN1ldlasiSmars

withianutasmBrown
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¢ KS T A Nioérstapding the rélationshif the Father and the Son
through theirimag® Sa Gl 0t Aén&kSodl 6S KI @S

For further information about these books and if you want to
support, go tahethreegifts.com
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