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K aallcicnt t i n~es  thrre exirtr,l :! l : ; i l g i l o ~ ~  whose 
king ruled the I\-orltl. This ~ro~iderr 'ul  king- 
do111 \\-as Eabyloli. \\-hell it had reached the 
pinnacle o i  its pol\-er, its ruler retired one 
night, and as 11e reposed he tried to fathom 
the future. Inspiration says of him, "As for 
thee, 0 king, thy thoughts came into thy 
111ind ilpon thy bed, nllat  shall come to pass 
hereafter." Dan. 2 : 29. 

Every individual thinks at times of the 
future, ant1 wontlers \\-hat it holds in store 

for him, \vh:!t its development \\.ill unfold. ,111 are curious 
c:oncerni~~g it, and a~\-;lit xvith earilcst expectation the transpiring 
of events. 

The  n.ealtlly man uonders holv his l~roperty \\-ill be distrib~~tccl 
at h i  tlcccase. \\-ill  his heirs carry out the pro\-isions of his last 
I\-ill ancl testainent ? or  will the!- tlisagi-cc, and rcsort to the courts 
for scttlcment. ancl perchai~ce the In\\-yers secure the greater part 
of the estate? 

The 1)oor 111a11, battling manfull!- \\it11 the pcrl) l~ri t ies of 
life, n:etlitntc.; cclilcerning thc future of his helplcss family. \\-ho 
\\ill  car:. for ailtl sul~poi-t then1 slloulcl he 11c rrl~lovetl 11y the 
hand of tleath ? 

5c1mc: llliil(ls grasp broadcr \,ic\vs of tlle future tllail nlcrelp 
the conteilll>latio~l of \\orltlly attail~mc.nti ailtl prosl)t.rity for 
t h e l ~ ~ s e l ~ ~ r s  a d  their de.;cvntlants. Sofile think of the future 
tle.;ti!i!- of s(?cicty, the church, thc statc, t l ~ c  nation. an(] of tht' 
\-cry ~vorltl itself. 

Is >ocit~t!- alj\-a!-., to he compost.tl of thc yc~oll and the l ~ n t l .  
of tl3e \,irti!ous a1111 thc cc>rrt!l>t:i Ts tlle \\-clritl itself rvermorc to 
rc..t 11ntl~r tile ctlr<e of sin? \\-ill manliintl al\va!-s live L I ~ I ~ I ~  it ? 

7 



O u r  Paradise Home  Introduction 9 

I *  
\\'ill the race become e u t i ~ c t ?  If so, what will become of the 
earth itself? 

\ \ h a t  was the design of our Creator in forming our ~ v o r l d ?  
There are but few persons 1vho do not enjoy living in it. 
I ts  to\$-ering mountains, beautiful landscapes, f l o ~ ~ i u g  streams. 
thuncleriiig cataracts, blooming flo\vers, clark green forests, broad 
prair~es,  and n ide oceans, are so c h a r i ~ ~ i n g  that all are constrainetl I 

I 
to  confess that although sill and death mar the face of nature. 
its bcauties far  outn~unber its deformities. 

Some holy motive must have prompted our heavenly Father 
in creating the norld.  In  the book of Isaiah we have His  
motive revealed: " For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made i t ;  H e  
hat11 established it, H e  created it not in vain, H e  formed it to 
he inhabitccl: T am the I,ord, and there is none else." isa. 45 : 18. 
'This scripture certainly sets forth in a plain, direct way the 
purpose of the Lord in creating the world. H e  formed it to be 
inhabited by a race of noble beings who should conform entirely 1 
to  His  holy will, and thus, through them, manifest to  princi- 
palities and poners in lieavenl! places the mallifold \\-isdom of 
Cod. How long were they to inhabit i t ?  For a few generations, 
coverinq a few thousand years, and then was the race to  become 
extinct?- Certainly not. If such is to  be the case, it assuredly 
seems in vain to  have created it. 

1 
It is recorded of our Saviour that " b y  Him were all things 

I 

created that are in heaven, and that are in earth." Col. I : 16. 6 

When H e  dwelt among inen, H e  stated His  mission to  the nor ld  
in such explicit terms that none can mistake the nature of it. 
J l e  declares in Luke 19: 10, " T h e  Son of man is come to  seek 
and to save that which was lost." Certainly His mission to a 
fallen world was one of salvation and restoration. Kate the ', 

expression used in the scripture just quoted,-" is come to  seek I I 
' I  

and to save that which was lost," not tlze~n who were lost. I 

" That which was lost," is a clause which is very comprchensive, 
more so than if it read, " tlzcnl who were lost." The  word 

i !  
I 

" thein" would include only the individuals involved in the ruin, / I  
I 1 

while '' that which \\-as lost " would include all  that was ruined 
i11 the fal!. 

\\.hat \\as lost as the result of man's transgression? This 
question naturally suggests itself. \\7len man siniletl, through 
tllc transgrc.ssion of Gotl's law ' ( I  John 3 : q ) ,  he forfcitod his life; 
" for the ivagcs of sin is tleath." Ro?11. 6 :  23. H e  lost not only 
his life, but his dominion over tlie earth. \\'hen our liea\lenl;; 
Father cre~.tetl hi111, H e  saicl. ~ I I  cons~~ltat ion \\.it11 Jesus Christ, 
" Let us make man in I . )LI~ image, after Our  likeness ; and let 
them have don~inion over the fish of tlic sea, and over the fo\vl 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, ant1 over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." Gen. I : 26. 
T h ~ l s  man \\-as given :lon~inion over all things in the world, both 
animate and in:t~limate. 

" The \\-ages of sin is dcath." I f  Adam had ilever sinned, he 
I\-oulcl now he living - the Icing of this \vorld. Our  Iieavenly 
Father created for orlr first parents a beautiful Edenic home - 
the headcluartcrs of the federal pair of the h ~ u n a n  race. Through 
sin and death, Adam lost paragise and the dominion of the world. 
and passcd into the prison house of him \\-ho has the power 
of death .- the devil. Heb. 2 : 14. Th11s the dominion passed 
into the hands of the usurper - Satan ; for, " Know 1-e not, that 
to \ ~ - l ~ o n i  !.e yield yoursel\-es servants to c~bey, his servants ye are 
to n.honi 'ye obep, \\.hether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteo~~sness ? " Rom. 6 : 16. 

\\%en Adan1 and Eve transgressed God's requirements, the 
flooclgates of h~ lman  woe and misery were unbarred, and the 
world has become filled with every species of sin as humanity has 
sprcad over the face of the earth. \;\-hen the cry of sin reached 
heavcn, it fell upon the ear o i  Jesus, ant1 his great heart of pity 
was ~lloved to e x e c ~ ~ t e  tlie plan of salvation for matl, \vhich sha!l 
finally redeem him from iniquity, and restore the \vorld from the 
curse of sin. 
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T H E  apostle I'aul in writing to his Ephesian brethren, speak- 
ing of Jesus, says: " In n h o m  ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also, aiter that l e  believed, J-e \\ere sealed with that Holy 
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of 
His glor!." Eph. I : 13, 14. 

It  is evident from this scripture that soine possession has 
hecn purchased. Heaven can not be referred t o ;  for the posses- 
sion to be purchased is to be redeemed. T o  redeem an object 
is to purchase it back, LO regain possession of it. Our  \vorld 
having fallen, and passed into tlie hands of the usurper, Satan, 
mankind became his bondservants, verifling the truth tleclared 
by the apostle Peter \ \hen he \:rote, " Of \\horn a man is over- 
come, of the same is he brought in bondage." 2 Peter 2 :  19. 
Ant1 \\hen inan was once in the bondage of Satan, he not only 
claimed the sinner, but his God-given dominion. 

Satan was once an inhabitant GS heaven. and after his fall he 
became ~vcll  acquainted with the fact that shoultl Christ's earthly 
mission prove successful, his (Satan's) da! s were numbered. and 
his kingtlom finished. The great controvers! between Christ and 
His  angels and Satan and his angels, which \\.as first begun in 
heaven, resulted in the expelling of the arch deceiver. Rev. I 

1 2 :  7-0. 'rhiq controversy was then transferred to earth, ant1 I 
:\.aged with greater vigor t l ~ a n  eker on the part of Satan:  for 1 

I 
on earth, wllere man fell. was tlie Gnal contest to terminate, eilher 

I 

in the defeating of God's plan in reference to the earth and its 
I 6 i 

I 

i n l~~b i t an t s ,  or 111 the final triumph of that plan in the redemption 
of man and the restoration of the earth. 

After the baptism of Christ, H e  \\-as let1 by the Spirit into 
the \\-ilderness of temptation, there to meet the chief of evil face 
to face to he tempted of I~im.  I11 worship, the worshiper acknolvl- 
etlges tlie superiority of the being 11 orsl~iped. Satall endea\oretl 

to tempt Christ to worship him, and thus acknowledge his 
superiority. H a d  Christ done tliis, H e  would have fallen as 
man had clone, and like him \\auld have become a bond slave to 
Satan. The devil " slio\\-ed unto Hi111 all the kingdoms of the 
\\-orltl in a inoillent of time," ant1 said unto Him, " A11 this power 
\\-ill I give Thee, and the glory of t l~e in ;  for that is delivered 
unto me : ant1 to ~ \ - I ~ o t n s o e ~ ~ e r  I ill, I give it. If Thou therefore 

wilt orship me, all shall be Thine." Luke 4 : 5-7. 
This offering of the kingdoms of the world to Christ is said 

to be a temptation. Satan must have obtained control of these 
kingt1on;s: ior  no iiltlividual could offer to another what he does 
not posqess. and make the temptation a genuine one, especially 
as the One tempted knew all things. Satan declared, in speaking 
of the kingdoms of tliis world, that they were " delivered unto 
him." 'This Christ knew to be true, as Adam's claim was prior 
to that of Satan, and \vaq a gift from tlie Creator. 

Our  heavenly Father has never surrendered absolute control 
of any portion of Hi s  creation to any created being. When 
Sebuchadnezzar. king of Eab!lon, reached the pinnacle of his 
power. his dominion extended throughout the known \vorld. 
H e  became exalted because of his power, and the Lord humbled 
him to that extent that he made his dl\-elling place with tlie 
beasts of the field, until he should kno\v that thc Vast High 
ruleth in the Itingtlom of men. and giveth it to nhomsoevcr he 
\\-ill. Dan. 4 :  25. E ~ i t  not~vithstanding God possesses all power, 
he respects his appointments, and recognizes his gifts when once 
bestowed. Got1 gave man dominion over the earth, ant1 lvhen 
Adam lost this gift through sin, Christ, by His  infinite sacrifice, 
purchased back the lost dominion. 'The prophet ;\licah, fore- 
seeing this, says, '' And thou, 0 touer of the flock, the strong- 
hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the 

2 
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first tlonlinioll." hlicah 4 :  8. The word " to~ver," here, evitlentl! 
alludes to Cllrist. h e  is referred to as such in 2 Sam. 22:3:  
also in Ps. 18 : 2. 

Dominion of the World Promised to Abraham. 

One of the most remarl<able characters of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures was Xbrahal:~, the son of Terah, a tlesceiltlant 
of Shem. H e  \ \as the founder of the Je\\-is11 nation. U r ,  a city 
of Chal~lea, \\.as his native place. His  kindred \\-ere itlolaters. 
Johhua 21: 2. Dr)~ibtless for this reason God called hi111 fro111 the 
!and of his nativity, so he re~noved to Haran in ;\Iesopotamia. 
.Acts 7 :  2-1. H e  \\-as accon~panied 11!- his father, his wife Sarah. 
11is brother S a h c r ,  and his nepl~e\v Lot. 

Xl~raliam ~naniiested much affection for Lot. H e  gave him 
a start in life. The tlocl<s and herds of both Abraham ant1 Lot 
rapitl1:- l~nultiplied, and there \\-as a strife between their hertlmell 
concer~ling .the finest pastrlres and best-watered fields. \\71~en 
this contention \\-as lino\.\.n to Xbralian~, iiisteatl of synipathiz- 
i11g \\it11 his oivn liertln;en, aild criticising the course of Lot's 
inen, he kintlly said to Lot. " Lct there be no strife. I pra!. 
thee, bet\\-een iiic and tllee, and bet\\-een my lierdrnen and tli!. 
hertlmen, for 11-e he brethren. I s  not the \\-hole laud before thee? 
Separate th!-self. I pra!- tlice. frnm me:  i f  thou \I-ilt take the left 
hand, then T \\-ill go to tllc r ight:  or  if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go  to the lcft." Gen. 13 : S. 9. 

The  alley of the Jorclan \vas the most fertile region of all 
Pale.stine. I ts  extensive plain, richly covcretl \\.it11 verdure, inter- 
spersetl with beautiful shatle trees, seemetl almost like a second 
paratlise. I ts  p o p ~ ~ l o u s  cities were ~yealthy antl goodly to look 
1ipo11, Infatuated \\-it11 a vision of I\-orltlly gain. Lot overlooketl 
the corruption antl (legratlation he ~vould there_ encounter : fnr 
the inhabitants \\-ere " sinners before the Lortl erceetlingly." 
Gen. 13 : 13.- The most beautiful ant1 prosperous city in all the 
plain was Sodom, in \\-l?ich Lot located. 

Tn \-ie\ving the lancl. T,ot tliscoveretl that the plain of the 
Jordan was weil ~vatcred. like the land of Egypt. and Ile there- 
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fore chose the plain, and journeyed eastward. Abrahain dwelt 
in the land of Canaan. Soon afterward the Lord appeared u ~ l t o  
him, antl said, " Lift up now thine e!es, antl look froin the 
place \\here thou art  nortli~vard. and south\vard, and eastwartl. 
and westnard;  for all the land ivhich thou seest, to thee will I 
gixre it, and to thy seed forever. And I will make thy seed as 
the (lust of the earth, so that if a man can nuinber the dust 
of the earth, then shall th! seed also be numbered. tirise, walk 
througl~ the land in the length of it and in the breadth of i t ;  for 
I \\.ill give it unto thee." Gen. 13 : 14-17. 

As r l b r a l ~ a i ~ ~  arose, he gazed into the cool regions of the 
nnrth, as far as his vision tvould permit, then into the r~ t I '  iant 
east, studtletl 11 ith its towering mountains ; turning still farther, 
he vie\\ ed the hills and valle! s of the far-away south countr! : 
antl again changing his position until the circuit was complete, 
hc surve!ed \\it11 undin1inetl eye the mighty west. 

A s  he \\-alketl through the length and breadth of the land, 
Got1 saitl, " T o  thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever," 
plainly indicatinq that to Abraham and to his seed was the I a l c l  
to become an eternal inheritance. The apostle Paul untlerstantlintp 
the 11:atter t l ~ ~ i s .  antl con~menting in regard to Abraham's scecl. 
in Gal. 3 : 16, sa!s, " So\\-  to -Ibraham and his seetl were the 
promises n~ade.  I3e saith not, L4 i~d  to seeds, as of man! : but 
as of one, And to thy seetl, n11ic11 is Christ." The pro~nise as 
to be fulfilled through the seed of Abraham - Christ,- not 
through " seeds "- LAbral~am's natural descendants, positi\rely 
teaching 11s that the tvorltl is to be redeemed t l~ ro l lg l~  Christ. -As 
the promise was made through the seetl, Christ, that proiiiise 
coultl not be fulhlled \\7hen the children of Israel took possession 
of the land of Canaan. 

L I b r a h a i ~ ~  livetl to a good old age. His  life was distinguishetl 
by his integrity, ge11erosit~-, and hospitality. H e  mTas truly " the  
father of the faithful." H e  \\-as the ancestor of Jesus Cllrist, 
through ~vhom all natioi~s \\ere to be b!essed. 

Isaac, the child of prophecy and promise, walked in the 
footsteps of his devoted father, Xhraham. As  Isaac was about 
to emigrate into Egypt,  the Lord appeared unto him and said, 
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" G o  not do\\-n illto Egypt, dwell in the land which I shqll 
tell thee of. Sojourn in this lal~tl, and I \\-ill be with thee, ant1 
\:-ill bless thee; for unto thee, ailcl unto thy seed, I will give 
all these countries, and 1 \\-ill perform the oath which I sware 
unto Abraham thy father ; and I will make thy seed to multiply 
as the stars of heaven, aiid \\-ill give unto thy seed all these cotm- 
tries : antl in tli!. sect1 shall all the nations of thc earth be 1)lessetl." 
Gen. 26: 2, 3. 4. 'Yhus the pronlise that (;c)tl matle to Abraharn 
concerning the final possession of the earth, \\-as confirnletl to 
Isaac. 

Jacob and IIsau were the sons of Isaac and Rebecca. Esau 
\\-as the favorite son of his father, while Rebecca \\,as partial 
to Jacob. Isaac \\-as grou.iilg illfirill through the weight of years, 
and feelil-~g sensibly that his life force was abating, determined 
i l l  his last monlents to bcstoiv tlie birthright upon Esatl. Jacob 
knc\v that to the possessor of this birthrigl~t belongetl the sacred 
privilege of bciilg the progenitor of God's chosen people, that 
thrcugh this birthrigllt shoultl conle the promised Ilessiall, n:ho 
I\-ould hring in the iminortal possessiolls einbracetl in the covenant 
n.l?icll God matle \\-it11 Abrallam, and he lol~ged for the blessing 
of the birthright. Taking advantage of his father's age and 
iilfirniity, he c~btaincd the coveted treasure through tleccption. 
T o  avoitl the wrath of his offended brother, he was compelled 
to flee into JIesopotai~~ia.  

As Jacob ilearetl IXaran ill his hasty flight from the land of 
his nativity, and the shatlons of night gatheretl arountl him, he 
took of the stoiles of the place and illade for himself a pillo\\,, 
ant1 la!- tlo~vn to sleep. \Yhen ivrappctl in slumber, " he drcaillccl, 
ant1 bcholtl a la t ldc~ set up on tlie earth, and the top of it reaclietl ' 
to Ileavcn : antl I?eholtl the angels bf (;(XI asccncling antl descend- 
ing r)11 it. A~Ic:, l)eIlold, the L20rtl stood ahovc it, ant1 said, I 
am the Lord (-;otl of -\braham thy father, ant1 the God of Isaac: 
tlle lantl ~\-hcreon tho t~  liest. to thee \\.ill I give it, and to thy 
seed." (;en. 28: 12, 13. 

This promise given to -\l)rahail~, Isaac, ant1 Jacob, is really 
one lu-oi,~ise. ant1 certainl!- tloes inclu(lc the fact that the cliil- 
dren of Israel should sojourn in the earthly land of Canaan. 
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But it is evident, \\-hen the promise is fully analyzed, that it corn- 
prehends Illore than the mere possession of the land of Canaan. 
'The Lord said to ,\braham, " To thee will I give it [the land] 
ant1 to th? seed forever." T o  Isaac he said, " For  unto thee I 
will give all these countries ; " and to Jacob he declared, " The land 
~vhereon thou liest, t.1 thee will 1 give it." 

If we attach r-c literal meaning to these expressions, we nlust 
certainly conclude that Abrahanl, Isaac, and Jacob. with the 
seed, Christ, will be there personally to  possess the land. I n  
order to participate in the blessings of the promise, \\e must be 
Christ's, and to be His  we must possess His  spirit. Ram. 8 :  9. 
And if we are Christ's, then are \I-e heirs of the prolnise that 
God made to  Abraham. This is plainly stated in Gal. 3 :  29:  
" If ye be Christ's, then are ye :\braham's seed, and heirs accord- 
ing to the pron~ise." A11 individual does not of necessity have to 
be a lineal clescendant of Abraham in order to be an Izcir. of the 
promise, but he must be a child of faith. The truth on this point 
is expressed in Gal. 3 :  9, " S o  then they which be of faith are 
blessed with faithful Abraham." 

Paul is very explicit in afirilling that the promise that Abra- 
hanl shortld be the heir of the \vorld was not to  Abrahain or 
to his seed, through the law, or by the works of the flesh, no 
matter how meritorious such works might seem to be, but through 
the righteousness of faith. So iipon every believer in Christ is 
conferred the priceless gift of the inheritance of the new earth 
through the righteousness of faith. 

The statement. " I f  !e be Christ's, then are ye ,Ibrahan~'s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise," \\-as a very cheering 
one to the Christian converts in Galatia. Before their conversioil 
they were heathen, strangers to the covenants of promise, without 
hope and \vithout God in the worlcl. Soon after their co~~vers ion 
Judaizing teachers began to  labor among them, \vho taught that 
escept they submitted to the ordinance of circumcision, which was 
first instituted in the days of a lb ra l~am,  they coultl have no part 
nor lot in the inheritance. T o  show the fallacy of such a position. 
the apostle Paul clearly points out that if the!- were Christ's. 
then they were heirs of the pronlise that God made to Abraham. 

The Lord stated to  Abraham that he \vould give the land to 
him and to his seed " forever." This promise certainly coinpre- 
hended more than the land of Canaan, for the Lord never gave 
.ibraham any p?s<ession in that land. H e  t l ~ ~ e l t  in it as a pil- 
grim antl a sojourner. l\ hen death robbed him of his beloved 
\life, Sarah, not o\\ninq 1 single spot in the lantl ~vherein hc 
d\\ elt, h t  purchased a buriai place of the children of IIetli, in the 
cave of Slachpelah. This 11 ould certainly indicate that the prom- 
ise that he shpuld possess the land forever \ \as not fulfilled to 
Iliili his lifetime. S o  we ina! safely conclude that the promise 
\ \as  a failure, or that Abrahain must live again, and the promise 
be fulfilled to him in the future. 

1'~'e are not left to con jec t~~re  in this matter, so far as the 
case of -Abraham is concerl~ed, for on this point we have- 

The Testimony of Stephen 

Stepl~en was one of the most remarkable characters of the 
S c w  'Testament. Soon after the ascension of our Lord to heaven, 
he was chosen one of the seven deacons of the church of Jeru- 
salem. H e  n as the first Christian mart! r. His  indonlitable 
energy in urging the claims of the Cliristiail religion, the mighty 
\\arks ~vhich he accon:plishetl, couplet1 wit11 his unanswerable 
arguments, aroused against him the bitterest hatred of his enemies, 
2nd he \\-as compelle(l to appcsr before the Sanhedrin to  be tried 
on the charge of b1asl)hrniy and heresy. Acts 6 :  8-12. .IS he 
made his defense, he c l ~ a l l e ~ ~ g e d  the uildivided attention of that 
august assembly, from ihe fact that he introducetl his atldress 
by referring to the histor! of their iorefathers, even to that of 
.Abraham, \\11o111 the? all held in veneration. H e  said, " l l en .  
brethren, and fathers, harken: the Got1 of glory apreareti unto 
our father Abraham. \\hen he n a s  ill 3lcsopotainia, before he 
dwelt in Charran, and said unto him. Get tllee out of thy countr!, 
and from thy lciutlred, and come into the lantl which I shall shorn 
thee. Then came he out of the land of the Chal~leans, ant1 tlwelt 
in Charran: antl from thence nhen  Iris father was (lead, he  
removed him into this land, \\herein ye now tl~vell. -And H e  
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[God] gave him [albraham] none inheritance in it, no, not so 
much as to set hjs foot on:  qet H e  [Gotl] promised that he 
\\-ould give it to hinl IAbral~am] for a ~~ossession, and to his 
seed after him, \\)hen as yet he had no child." Acts 7 : 2-5. 

This scripture teazhes us most conclusively that .Ibraham 
never in his lifk;.time inheritetl ail\- part of the promisetl lantl. 
Yet G L I ~  heavenly 17ather tleclared that Abraham should 
the land forever. 

Paul's Statement Concerning Abraham 

The eminent apostle to the Gentiles, in discoursing in the 
el?\-cnth chapter of Iiebre\vs concerning the \vonderful achieve- 
~nents ivrought through faith, states in reference to Abraham in 
the eighth and ninth verses as follows: " B y  faith .Ibrahan~, 
when he was called to go out into a place which he shoulcl after 
receive for an inl~eritance, obe!.ed; and he \\lent out, not knowing 
u~hither he went. By faith lie sojournetl in the land of proinise, 
as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles jvith Isaac antl 
Jacob, the heirs with hi111 of the sanle promise." These verses 
certainly teach that rlbraham clid not inherit the land ; that \vhen 
Isaac and Jacob, his son and grandson, lived with h i n ~ ,  they were 
all lzcirs and not i11hcritoi.s. J'et the declaration is made that they 
were aftcr.icard to receive the land as an inheritance. 

Again the distiilg~lished apostle, in ivriting to the Roman 
Christians regarding tlie pron~ise of Gotl to. Xbrahanl. thus as- 
serts : " For  the proinise, that he [ X b r a h a l ~ ~ ]  shoultl be the heir 
of the world, was not to Abralian~, or to his seed tlirough the 
law, but through the righteousness of faith." Rom. 4 : 13. Note 
again the expression, '' heir of the \vorl(l." An heir is one ~ v h o  is 
to receive 311 inheritance or is entitled to succeed to a possessioll. 
Thus, when the promise is fulfilled which God made to L4brahan~, 
he will receive tlie \vorld for an ii~heritance. And if we be 
Christ's, then are I\-e -Abraham's seed antl \\.ill possess the world 
\vith 11ii11 in the age-lasting cycles of eternity. 

T HE Supreme Ruler of the universe is H e  who created the 
heavens and the earth. H e  sees the entl from the begin- 
ning. The past, present, and future are alike spread out 

before Him. There is to Him no unknown future ; therefore. be- 
\ o i ~ d  the presei~t sad scenes of want ant1 woe. H e  beholds the 
blessetl accon~pl i~hn~ent  of His own i~~erci ful  purpose. " His work 
is perfect; for all His ura\s  are judgment; a God of truth ant! 
\vitl~oi~t iniquit). just and right is He." Deut. 32 : 4. 

The Son of inan, Christ our Saviour, was associated with the 
Father in the creation of the norld. H e  was the active agent 
in that creation. " 111 the beg inn i~~g  I\ as the PVord, and the Word 
was \\-it11 God, and the Word was God. The sanle was in the 
begini~ing \\ it11 God." Jolln I : I ,  2. He  was one with the Father 
in thought. 111 purpose, and i l l  action. Alan was created upright 
and intelligent. H e  \ \as entloived with reasoning ability, which 
was denieti every other animate creature of earth. As an intelli- 
gent being, man's happiness depentletl upon his being in perfect 
unison n it11 the principles of righteousness. Moral principles 
grnn out of the relatioi~ship of moral beings. Law is fo~~i~t le t l ,  
as hefore stated, on principles. Fl'hen the worltl's Redeemer was 
aqsociated with men, his tleclarations of truth were so startling 
that they often provoked questions froin his listeners. Upon 
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one occasion, a lawyer saitl unto him, " Ataster, which is the 
great con?inandinent in the Ian-? " J la t t .  22: 36. H a d  the 
Saviour declared that one commandment was greater than another. 
the lawyer n~ igh t  have consistently reasoned that as God gave 
all the commantlments, therefore one was of equal i~llportance 
with every other one, and if the Saviour had made a distinction 
H e  could not be the Son of God. He  therefore introtluced the 
principle that underlies the commandments rather than any one 
of the con~mandments. Hence He said, " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul. and ~ v i t h  
all thy niind. This is the first and great commantlment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor a s  thyself. 
O n  these two comn~andnlents hang all the law and the prophets.'' 
J'erses 37-39. The principle that underlies the law of God is 
love. I t  flows out in two directions - love to God and love to 
man. " l'herefore love is the fulfilling of the law.'' Rom. 13: 10. 

In our imagination we can easily comprehend that there was 
a time whe11 God the 1;ather and Jesus Christ His So11 \\-ere 
associated in the creation of the first angel. . i s  that being gazes 
upon his beautiful surroundings, and appreciates the value of his 
God-given life, he recognizes his obligation to love God ~v i th  all 
his heart, soul, and mintl. I n  tinlet a second angel has existence 
i~nparted to him. I t  is his tluty also to love Gotl ~ v i t l ~  all his heart, 
soul, and mind, as milch as it was the tlut!- of the first angel. 
l3ut now as there are t ~ v o  intelligent creatures, both o ~ v i n g  their 
existence to  the Creator, antl both enjoying the sanle blessings 
in common, the s a c r d  obligation rests upon eac l~  alike to lo1.e 
each other as he would have the other lovc him. Our  Saviour 
says that upon these two con~rnant lme~~ts  - love to God ant1 love 
to Inan-- hangs all the law. One object can not be hung upon 
another unless the otlier exists, teaching us conclusively that the 
law of God depends uImn the great principle of love. Every 
created intelligence is ainenahle to this principle of love antl the 
law gro\ving therefrom. whether that intelligence be angel or 
man, whether living in heaven or  on earth. \\-hen our first 
parents transgressed the law of Gotl, they ignored the principle, 
antl became sinners. 

T h e  Three CQorld 

The  earth, as it came fort11 from the ~ l a s t i c  hand of its 
Creator, was beautiful in the superlative degree. \\'hen it stood 

complete. it 11 as not a vast, level plain ; for had it been, the rivers 
~voultl not have n~eandered through the land from the garden 
of Ellen. The face of the earth \\,as dotted with mountait~s, 
hills, ant1 plains, and embellished n i t h  flowing streams and placitl 
lakc.. . The soil was very fert~le,  and everywhere produced a 
luxuriant g ro~v th  of vegetation. Lovely flo\\rers and trees studded 
the hillsides. Indeed. from zone to zone, the world was one mag- 
nificent palace, adorned for its ruler, man. 

Although the \\hole earth was beautiful, yet the garden of 
Eden surpassed in lo~eliness every other spot upon it. I t  was in 
this garden that God gave existence to Xda1-11 and Eve. They 
basked in its iuorning sunlight, they walked among its beautiful 
trees anrl its lovcl> flo\vers, the rich odors of which freighted thc 
air. They roail~erl among the animals. and neither were terrified. 

1:11t alas for the race! Sin came and changed all. Man was 
driven fro111 his Edenic home, to wander a pilgrim and stranger 
in the 11 orld. The gartien of Eden was not immetliately removed 
from the earth. I t  contained the tree of life; and in clrtler that 
man n l i ~ h t  not partake of it, and thus immortalize sin. God 
placed angels to g ~ ~ a r d  it. Inspiration. in Gen. 3 :  22, 24, states 
the facts as f(>llo\vs: "And the Lord God said. Celiold, the man 
is hecome as one of us, to know good and evil; and now, lest 
he put forth his hand, and talte also of the tree of life, and eat, 
antl live f o r e ~ e r :  . . . so he drove out the m a n ;  and he placed 
at the east of the garden of Eden cherubinl and a flaming swortl 
1111icl1 turned every way. to  keep the way of the tree of life." 

-i\darn and Eve at  their creation inherited no taint of sin, and 
consequently \\ere unacquainted u i t h  disease. Having the ele- 
ments of strength within their o ~ v n  bodies, they imparted lilce 
elements to  their children. and they in turn to the next generation. 
The  results of sin were not immediately seen, and it took centuries 
to bring rlecrepitucle upon the race. Therefore for hundretls of 
!ears people vc rc  long-lilerl, strong. and vigorous. The Eible. 
in speaking of man in the morni~lg  of his existence, says: " There 
were giants in the earth in those days." Xdam lived to be nine 
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hundred and thirty years of age, while blethuselah lived to be 
nine l~unrlred and sixty-nine. 

I n  those da! s, living for hundreds of years as men did, the 
b fear of death had but little restraint on them in their course of 

~vickedness. Cecause of Adam's transgression the Lord snitl, 
"Cursetl is the ground for th!. sake;  in sorrovT shalt thou eat 
of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. 111 the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." Gcn. 3 : 17, 18, 19. A 
life of toil and care was to be man's lot. This appointment of 
God was in love to  fallen tnan. Had  the earth brought forth 
spontane?usly, man ~voultl have iived in lu:iury, intlulging his 
appetite and passions, thus degrading both soul and hotly. Labor, 
which is ennobling, was a discipline rendered necessary to place 
a check ilpon Ivrong, and develop ill man self-control. 

The flootl occurred sixteen hundred and fifty-six years after 
creation. The powerful race then living retained not the knowl- 
etlge of God in their minds. They glorified themselves. and Ivor- 
shilled the work of their olvn hands, teaching their children to 
worship the creature instead of the Creator. P o l ~ g a m y  and 
itlolatry became the prevailing sins of the age. Both the marriage 
contract and the rights of property lvere disregardetl. Every 
imagination of the heart Ivas evil, and that continual!!. .As the 
sad resuit, violence fillet1 the earth. " And the Lord said. l l y  
Spirit shall not always strive \\-it11 man, for that he alco is flesh, 
yet tiis (lays shall be a h~undretl ant1 t u  enty years." Gcn. 6 :  3. 
S o a h  \\-as instructed of Got1 in regard to the coming flootl, and 
he faithfully warned the ~vorld for one huiltlred and tnenty  !ears. 
'The \vorld mocketl the preacher of righteousness. H a d  they 
repented, the direful cala~xity ~vould  have been averted. Cut 
alas, they passed the bounds of God's forbearance, and he swept 
the TI orlcl with a flood, that he might cleanse it from its moral 
pollution. 

The apostle Peter, ill speaking of the flood, sa! s, " The ~vor ld  
that then was, being overflo~vcd ~v i th  water, perished." 2 Peter 
3 :  6. IT 11t.n the ~vor ld  was created. it seems that the Lortl con- 
structetl its center so as to form a great storehouse for the waters, 
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the sllrface of the earth formi~lg  the covering of that vast reser- 
voir. Through capillary attractiqi~ the earth was watered. This 
fact is stated in Gcn. -. : 6. " There 11-eut up a mist fro111 the earth, 
ant1 ~raterecl the ~ r h o l c  face of the gromnd," consequently there 
\\-as no necessity for rain before the food. At  the time of the 
flood the T_.ord c-c!rlsrd it to rain on the earth, intlicating that 
the rain \\-as a tlirect result of the comma~ld of God. " Causc 
is a substance eserting its polver into act, to illakc one thing 
begin to be."- L ~ c i r t .  

I n  the floo:l lverc " all the fouildations of the great deep broken 
1113. and the ~ y i n d o ~ v s  of hcaven \\-ere opened." Gen. 7 :  I T .  111 
that terrific storm, as the waters broke through the crlist of the 
earth and gushecl up\\-ard, they met the waters in their d o ~ ~ ~ n p o u r -  
i11g from heaven, thus causing the mighty flood that s~vept  the 
in~pious fro111 the face of the earth. And \\-he11 that flood ceased, 
the l iosaic record says, " 7'he fomntains also of the deep and the 
~?-indo\\-s of hca\-en \\-ere stoppetl, and the rail1 fro111 heaven was 
restrainetl." Gcn. 8 : 2 .  Thus terminated the flood. T l ~ e  waters 
recetletl from the earth into vast oceans and mighty seas. 

Thrnugh the ab.sorpti~n of the sun's rays, the water is carried 
in the form of mist to tht- aerial hea\,ens, forming clouds. and 
\\-hen these are ovcrchargetl. the earth is ~vateretl tlirough the 
rain., The sun's rays shi~ling upoil the falling drops of n7ater 
paint I ~ I Q I I  the dark background the beautiful seven-colored arch, 
the rainhojv, antl that bow I\-hich has appcaretl since the flood, antl 
not previous, is another evidence that it did not rain before 
the flond. The  Lord declares that ~vhen  he looks upon it, he 
\\-ill remember the everlasting covenant between him and every 
living creature. Gt.11. cj : 16. ' rhus the Creator sho~vs  his merci- 
ful  compassion upon the sinner in placing the bca.titifu1 rainbow 
ill the cloud as a tolcen of his covenant \\-it11 man. 

The food chailged !he iace of that fair 11-orltl, and siilce theti 
its beaut!- and grantlrur live onl!- in story. \Ye will designate 
the world before the flootl as number one. I t  Iyas not anili- 
hilatetl. but perishet1.-l)erisllcd as a beautiful world. I t  bore 
little likeness to the worl(1 in its present state of existence. 

The apostle Peter, in discoursiilg further coilcerniilg the world, 
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sa!s, " 1:ut the heavens ant1 the earth. \\hich are no\\-, by the 
same lvord are kept in store, reservetl uilto fire against the day 
of j u r l g ~ ~ ~ e n t  and perdition of ungodly men." 2 Fcter 3 : 7. The 

apostle is llcre spcalrillg of the worltl as it has existed since the 
flontl, ant1 \ye are living in the same ~vorltl to-da!~. At the time 

of the flood a t\\ofold curse \ \as  resting on thc earth in con- 

sequence of ;Itlam's sin ant1 the tnurder of .\be1 by Cain. Gen. 
3 : 17 : 3 : I I ,  12. In ever! succeeding c e n t u r ~  thc effects of the 
curse have been more ant1 more visible. Inspiration, in noticing 
its decadence, declares. " And, thou, Lord, in the beginning hast 
lait1 thc fountlatioils of the ear th ;  and the heavens are the works 
of thine hantlq. The! shall perish : but thou remainest : and they 
all shall \\.as old as dot11 a garment:  and as a vesture shalt thou 
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folrl.thcm up, and they shall he changed: but Thou art  tlie same, 
ant1 T h y  years shall not fail.'' Heh. I : 10-12. 

The destiny of the tvorld in its present state is c!early fore- 
tolil in tliis q~iotation. \Ire are informed that the world shall 
ivax old, antl the method 1)y which this is accomplishetl is stated, 
" a s  tloth a garnlcnt." A garnlent \\-hen first worn sho\vs little 
changc? but as it is worn froill day to day, the changes become 
Inorc nlarkecl. 111 places it becomes threadbare, in other spots 
its threads are broken, and the edges frayed, while other parts 
may he comparative1 gootl. So n-ith our ~vor!d to-day. The 
curse has beco~me so pre\ralent that the \vhole world '' groaneth " 
for its final change. Roln. 8 :  22, 23. 

The forest groans, antl tosses its branches in seemin: agony 
when twisted by the \vhirl\vind and trampled by the cyclonc. 
The heavens groan in the voice of the thunder \\-he11 veiled in the 
thick clouds of dar1;ness. The mountains travail n-ith the agony 
of thcir burden of pent-up fire, and darken the heavens ~v i th  
great cloutls of dust, pouriiig hot lava upon the surrountling 
country. The  earth itself moans as it rolls the sea land\vartl, 
washing hill antl mountain, carrying death and destruction all 
along its bortler. All these things are indicative of that fin11 
change which a\vaits the worlcl. 

Hou-ever, we do not wish to take a pessimistic view of things, 
for notn;itl~stauding the visihlc marks of the cllrse on every 
hand. the beauties of the nrorltl are so ntmlerous that life is enjoy- 
able, though lived in the ~u ids t  of a multitutle ~ v h o  sin. There are 
tleeds performed by noble. self-sacrificing inclivicl~~als that are 
~vortliy of imitation, nl-lich arc soul-ennobling. and make life 
worth living. 

'The \vord of God declares that " a s  the days of S o a h  Ivcre, 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For  as in the clays 
that \\,ere before the flootl they Ivere cating antl drinking. marry- 
ing and giving in ~narr iage ,  unti! the day that Noah entered into 
the ark, anrl I<ne\v not until thc flood came and took them all 
away: so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." l l a t t .  
24 : 37-39. 

There is certainly nothing wrong in cating antl drinking 

tempzratcl!- of that \ v i~ ic l~  is proper. There is nothing inlproper 
ill marriage c,r 1)eing I>ctrothed. But in the days of Noah they 
carrictl tl~c-sc t h i n g  to an  extreme. The Saviour further de- 
clares that as it \\-as in the days of Lot. "They (lid eat, they 
drankt they hnllght, they sold, they planted, they builded; but 
the snmc (la!- that I-ot \vent otit of Sodom, it rained fire and 

1)rimstolie fro111 heavcil. anr! tlcstro!-c.d them all. E\.en t1111s shall 
it he in the clay \\-lien the Scx~ of man is revealed." Luke 17: 
28. 30  T1:ey 11011glit. solrl. l>lantetl. antl builtled. There is cer- 
tainly nothing anliss in any o i  thesc things. The \vrong com- 
~nittetl \:as in engaging brain, I~one. and nluscle to acquire the 
things of this pe r i~h inq  earth to appropriate to sclfish ends. 
The ]~rc\.ailing sins c ~ i  Soclc~lil 11-cre fullness of bread, idleness, 
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melt with fervent heat ? " \\70nderful question indeeci ! Surely 

he 1vho believes that the elements sliall melt with fervent heat. 
and that all terrestrial things. SaIre the earth itself, shall he s \ ~ e p t  
an-ay 11y the fires of the last (la!-s. shoul~l  be chaste in conversa- 
tion. sobriety should characterize his every word and act. 

'The restitution of all things mill be complete b!. the ushering 
in of the 11cjv heavens alld the new earth - I\-orltl ~ l ~ i i n b e r  three. 
Peter, viev.-ing this ivonderful change wit11 the eye of faith. 
declares : " Keverthcless Ive, accortling to his promise, look for 
new heavens anrl n ne\v eartl!, \\-herein d\~ellcth righteousness " 
(verse 13),  or \\-lierein the righteous shall dwell. The apostle, 

being filled \\-it11 the thoughts of the gra~ltleur of that beautiful 
~vorld,  the 1ior.le of the saverl, exhorts us as follo~vs : " \\-herefore, 
helo\-ed, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent, that ye 
nlay he fo~und of him in peace. ~vithout spot, and blameless." 
\Terse 14. Tllis perfection of character, which is a condition of 
eternal life, exists only in Christ, and is imparted b!.. h i ~ n  to every 
true believer. 

Sugar Loaf Yountain 
W u d ~ o ~  QSer  

. 

T H E  ~vorld  has been darkened for ages hecause of the reign 
of sin. That darkness at  tilnes has hecome so dense that 
no ray of light could penetrate it, save the " Light \ \ - l~ ic l~  

lighteth every nian that comet11 into the \vorld." John I : g. The 
I ' prophets of old \\-ere inspired of God to foretell future conditions, 

l 
and to give instruction relating to the plan of salvation. The 
apostle in noticing this fact sa!-s, " (31 which salvation the prqph- 

1 ets have inquired and searched diligentl!., \vho prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you : searching what, or \\-hat man- 

a ner of time the Spirit of Christ which ~ v a s  in them did signify, 

I 11-1len it testified beforella~~d the sufferings of Christ and the 
glnr!- that shoulrl follr~\\-." I Peter I : 10, 11. They studied dili- 
gent1;- the plan of sal-iation. and \\-ere rewarded by the Spirit of 

Iu Christ opening before them the future. The!- foresaw the amaz- 
ing sacrifice that Christ n-ould niake to retleenl man, and the 
infinite price that H e  would pay for the restoration of the world. 

I t  has been the design of Gocl in every age that His  people 
sl~ould diffuse the I;nou.letlge of I i i s  trnth to earth's remotest 

1' . 
i bounds. If they did i ~ o t  willingly do so ulltler favorable circum- 

i stances, He has through the revolution of the great \\-heel of 

I 
providence scatterc-cl them into hcnthen lantls, where they r n ~ ~ s t  
eitlier present the truth or be 1111tr:ie to its claims. 

Hezeliiah, a pious king of Judah, began his reign ahout seven 
hundred and t\rent!--five yenrs before the birth of Christ. I j t  
one time he was afflicted 1%-ith a sickness so sore that he hovered 
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between life and tleath. H e  l~rajecl most earnestly tliat his life 
might be spared. The  I..orcl in mercy lieartl his supplication, ant1 
said to Hezekizh t h r o ~ ~ g h  Isaiah tlie prcq?hct, " I n-ill adtl tmto thy 
days fifteen years." Isa. 3 8 :  j. The news of this 11-ontlcrf~~l 
miracle sl)reatl abroad to other nations, and Ealatlan! sou of the 
liilig of Tiah!-lon, sent letters anrl a present unto He~el;iah, con- 
gratulating him on liis recovery. This marked attention of so 
mighty a !iionarcli greatly flattered tlie Judean ruler, ancl to sho\v 
his appreciation of their esteemed visit, lie slio\vetl the tlistin- 
g ~ ~ i s l i e d  envo!-s tlie " ho~tse  of liis precious things. the silver, and 
the goltl, antl the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the 
1io11se of liis armor, and all tliat \\-as found in his treasures: 
there was notliing in his house, nor in all his dominion, tlilt 
Iiezekiali slio\ved them not." Isa. 39 : 2. 

In  tliis Hezeliiali nlatle a grave mistake, for \\-hell tlie ambas- 
satiors of tlie king of Hal~ylou cliscovered the amount of tlie \\-ealth 
possessetl b!- the liing of Judah, and sa\r the strength of his armor, 
tlic!. were not slow in perceiving tliat tlie riches antl \\-ealth of the 
Cab!-lo~iian kingtloni \\.ere far superior to that of the liingtlonl 
of Jutlati, and that \\-it11 but little difficulty they coulrl defeat tlie 
arunies of Judali, am1 capture Jerusalem. 

Hezekiah lost the goltlcn opportunit~- of bringing ~ l l e  kno\vl- 
edge of the !rue Got1 to those itlolatro~ts ambassa~lors, ancl of 
~nagn i fy i l~g  before tli(:m His  ],o\\-cr, antl might. and His  loving- 
kindness, antl His  \villing~less to save the children of 11ie11. The 
o p p o r t ~ u ~ e  1i011r was his in \I-liicli lie might have told them of a 
lovlng Saviour to colne '' to malie His  blessings flo~l- far as tlie 
curse is fountl." Hacl he thus done. these a~iibas~ntlors \\-oultl 
have carrietl the glorious news of salration back to  Uabylon, antl 
in the royal courts \rou!tl have been proc1ain:etl the po\\-er of 
the ,gospel to save f r o ~ n  sin. Thus tlie b!essetl truths of the 
gospel might have been spreatl over the fair tlomain of Cabylon. 
Hut instead of proclaiming tlie glories of Christ's lii~igtlom, lie 
tl~splayetl tlie perishing ~ x ~ i i t i e s  of his o\vn. This dislileasecl tllc 
1,ortl. ant1 the l~rc:pl~et Isa~ali  saitl unto Hezeliiali. " Hear tlie 11-ortl 
of thc Lord of  hosts. P,elioltl, the (lays come, that all tliat is in 
thine house, and that ivliicli thy fathers have laid up in store 
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tunto th!s da!-, shall be carried to  Bab!-lon: nothing shall be left, 
saitli the I-ortl." Isa. 39 : 5 ,  6. 

'The \\-heels of Gotl's pro\,itlcnce sonletimes seen1 to  revolve 
slon-1~-, as far as tiine is concernetl, yet wiien God declares that 
a thing .;!la11 be fulfillrtl, that event \\-ill come, though it ma!l 
seem lt,~-!g tleferred. X little more tliau one h~tndred years after 
the destri~ction of Jerusalem \vas foretoltl, as brought to  view it1 

the abol-e quotation, that city \\-as besieged b!. the Babylonian 
nrli!y. '' In  the thirrl ?-car of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah, came Kebucl~aclnezzar, king of Bab!-Ion, unto Jerusalem, 
antl l~esiegetl it. rintl the i o r t l  gave Jehoiakitn, king of Jutlah, 
intcl liis hand, with a part of the vessels of the hottse of God : 
\\-l~icli lie cnrrietl into the 1a.nd of Shinar to tlie house of his gocl: 
an(: !le I ~ r o ~ t g h t  the vcssels into the treasure-house of liis gocl." 
Ilan. I : I .  2. 

Sebuchatlnezzar at tliis time \vorsl~ipetl the gotl Eel, ~ v h o  oc- 
cupied a ricli1~- adornecl temple, antl was the g~tar t l ia i~  gotl of the 
city anil kingdoti1 o i  Eal~ylon. As  the army left Cabylon to  
besiege Jerusaleni, Seb~ichaclt~ezzar rerluestetl hshpenaz, a leatl- 
in: gcnerai, to bring on his return froin Jer~tsalcm certain young 
Inen of the children of Israel, some of 1v11o111 slioultl belong to 
the king's family. ?'lie>- were to be n-ell favored, sl.:ilf~il in 
\\-istlom, ancl cunning in liilo\\-letlge : in short, persons capable of 
being trainetl i l l  ever!- kintl or' literary antl scientific accomplish- 
nient. 'These yc~cng men \Yere to he placetl under training for 
three years, ant1 at  the expiration of that time they were to  stand 
before the king as counsellors. 

I n  accortlance wit11 tl:e request of the king, Daniel, Hananiah, 
31ishae1, and .lz;iriali were talcen to Lhbylon, and given in charge 
of llclznr. \\-110 attended to their food ancl clothing. They were 
to ?,e fell fro111 t!le king's tal~lc, the foocl consisting of the king's 
nieat and of tlie \vine \\-hich lie drank. Tlie ro!-al diet mas often 
so highly senso~?ctl as to be almost intligestible. Daniel, realizing 
this, p~trposed in his heart not to  partake of the food, ant1 re- 
questetl tliat lie might not tlefile himself bj- its use. The request 
\\-as granted. A l t  the entl of an apl~ointecl time he and his conl- 
panions \\-ere in countenance fairer ant1 in flesh fatter than those 
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Tlie prophet Isaiah, in speaking of the manner in which the 
Iaord teaches His  earthly children, declares that it is by " precept 
u11oi1 precept, Iine upon line, line upon line, here a little and there 
a little." lsa. 28: 10. Thus  it is that H e  teaches the prt~pllecies, 
line ~11,011 Iine. I11 the seventh chapter of Daniel the same line is 
repeated that is given us in the sccolid chapter. In  t!ie seventh 
chapter, however, there are liianj- specifications noterl that are 
not l ~ r o ~ l g h t  to view in the second chapter. 

This thought ma!- be illustrated by the method enlployed in 
teaching geograpliy. \\vlien the first map of the earth's surface 
is presented to the young pupil, it contains only the names of 2 

few of the most iinportant things to be iillpressed on the mind, 
such as hemispheres, continents, oceans, and the larger islands. 
The page is turned, and a similar map appears. naming the sanle 
grand divisions of the earth's surface, antl atltling the nanies of 
lakes, rivers, gulfs, and b2.y~. I I7 l~en  the stutlent becomcs familiar 
~v i th  the map before him, he turns another page, antl lo, a similar 
map appears n-ith all that has been recortletl on the previous nlaps. 
and now on this new page are the names of the political divisions, 
ltingdoms, enipires, states, cities, and to~vils. Had but one map 
at first been prescnted. and all tlie names placed on that map that 
the last onr contained, the student ~vould  have been he\\-ilrlered, 
perplexed, ant1 utterlj- discouraged. Rut being led along by map 
after map, lie con~ l~re l~ends  all, and joyfully learns that which 
mal<es him intelligent. 

In the seventh chapter of Daniel our heavenly Father calls 
our attention to the same line of prophecy containetl in the secontl 
chapter, employing as syn~ljols four great beasts arising from 
the troubled sea. 'The first 11-as like a lion, the secontl a bear, 
the third a leopard. and the fourth a dreadiul antl terrible beast, 
a nontlescript, nllich at first had ten horns: then three \\.ere 
plucked up, and the little horn having e!-es like the e!-es of a 
man, and a mouth that spalic great things, took their places. 

Tlie angel Galjriel, in e s l~ la i i~ ing  the sig1lificatio:i of these 
syn~ljols, said of them: " These great beasts, \vhich arc four, are 
four kings [or kin~(loil is] ,  11-liich shall arise out of the earth." 
Dan. 7 :  17. These four Iiingdoms were 1:abylon. Media and 
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Persia, Grecia, anti Ronle. Speaking of the fourth beast, the 
angel said, " And the fourth beast shall be the fourth king don^ 
~ ipon  earth." \ 'erse 23. *As the fourth beast \\-as tlie fourth 
ltingdom, then the first. secon(1, antl tl~irtl beasts IIILIS~ represent 
the first, second, and thirc! kingdoms upon the earth. Daniel 
saw the career o i  the last kingdom, ho\v it carried on an  inlpio~is 
warfare against the governl~iel~t  of God, making war with the 
saints ~inti l  the AAilcient of Days came, and judgment was given 
to tlie saints of the :\lost High,  and the time came that tlie saints 
po~scssed the kingdom. ;\gain bringing to view the same fact, 
in 1-erse 26, tlie angel says, '' The judgment shall sit, and they 
shall take a\ya!- his domillion the dominion of the fourth beast 
or lting~loiii. Rome]. to consume antl t o  destroy it ~ m t o  the end. 
.4ncl tlie k ingdo~n and don:inion, and the greatness of the king- 
(lo111 untler tl-ie \\-11cle heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the l\Inst Migli, whose l<ingdoin is an e~~er las t ing  king- 
dom, ant1 all doininio11s shall serve ant1 obex Him [Christ]." 
Thus the ohicctive point of this 1)rophecy is the destruction of 
all earthly kingilon~s, and the csta1)lishinent of Christ's glorious 
kingllom. 

IYlic11 the four great kingdonls ruled the world, the territory 
of each \\.as the 11-orltl itself, and wlieii tlie fifth is established, 
(;nrl'~ cl-crlacting kinzdom, the territory n-ill not 11e transferretl 
to the rcgions oF some other world, but it will be located in this 
one : not in the sad condition it is to-day, but, redeemed and 
restorcd, it i.l;all be resplendent wit11 brilliant luster, as \vhen 
Gocl first gave it existence. 
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kingdom come. Thj- ~vil i  be done ill earth, as it is it1 heaven." 
Matt. 6 : 9, 10. The k i ~ i g ~ l o m  here spoke11 of is the one in \\-hich, 
\vlien fully established. the \\ill of God will 11c done in the cart11 
as that will is done in heaven. 'This can not refer to tlie reign 
of gracc, becat~se as long as the gosl~el net is spreacl for the 
~xr ishing,  it will gather b ~ t h  the good and the bad. -1nd n-hcn 
the jtidgmci~t shall have justified the goocl and contle~ni~ed the 
had, the righteous \\.ill then shine forth i l l  the kingdom pre- 
pared for then1 fro111 the ioundation of the \vorld. 

The  pel.ition, "Th l -  he doilc in eartll." should be the 
earnest prayer of each one, that the reign of evil on earth may 
specdill- terminate, that sill lilay be banishedj ant1 the kingdom 
of righteousness estal~lished. Yet tlie tinal inheritance is not 
given u~:til the end. \\-e are 2s cl~i!c!ren not J-et placetl in con- 
trol of our inheritar~ce lest Satan shoultl entrap us in sin as he 
(lid our first parents in the gartlcll of Etlcn. Cllrist is holdillg 
the inlicritance for us beyond the rcach of Sntail and hi< poivcr. 
(ltir lot-c fgr God shoultl malie our service a jo!-. ancl ii s:icll I)e 
the case, we shall not ser\-e God ili the y ~ i r i t  of fcnr. I\-e sliall 
ohey as sons, and not as ser\.ants. 

In  hlatt. I j : 44 n-c reatl : " -\gain the l i i n g d ~ m  of heaven 
is like unto treasure hiel in a field; the \\-llich \\-hell a man hat11 

' fountl, he hitleth. and for jo!- thereof gocth and selleth all that 
he hatli, and bu!ct11 that fielti." In  olden times nien ditl not 
live in p o p ~ ~ l o u s  ilistricts and large citivs as at present. They 
led a rioinadic liic, reillairiiilg but a short time in ally one place. 
They acc~umt~lated 11-ealth, \\-hich, outside of their herds ant1 
flocks. consistecl mostly of gold and silver. In Abraham's time, 
\vhen he purchased a bur\-ing place for  Iiis \vife, 11c \veighetl the 
price in silver, which was tlie current nionc!- \\.it11 thc merchnnt. 
At that time men associated togcthcr in tribes, and oftentimes 
these tribes engaged in war lvith each other. \\711ei~ a tribe 
was about to be attacked, those \vho possessed gold and silver, 
rubies and diamonds, kilo\\-ing that they n-erc liable to be cap- 
turcd or  driven from the field. buried thcir treasures in ortlcr 
that the victors could nclt p i n  yos;ession of thein. If the indi- 
viclual whose n-ealth was l~uried \ \as  cal~tured, his captor could 
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obtai~l the treasure. If its ojvner was driven from the field, 

lie ~~~~~~d that at sollie t i n ~ e  11e niigllt return and uneartll his 
,,\\.11 treasure. I n  soille instances these \\-eaithy men were slain, 
al1d n-llen stlci1 \vas the case, the ltnon-ledge of their hiel trcasure 
perisl~cd \\-it11 the~nsclves. Ycars afterward, as the lantl was 
cultivatcel, the pion inan n-auld ~ulearth the treasure. A t  a glance 
he sees tliat a iorttlile is \~:ithiil his grasp. EIe keeps his d i s~over !~  

secret, fearing that .;Iio~rld he divulge it, the owner of the land 
clailll the trcasllrc. The discoverer, belicviilg that he has 

a suIJerior right to the trctasurz, hastens homet and \\-it11 joy sells 
ever\-tllilig lic l~osscsses to purchase the field. Shoultl the price 
reriuircd he esorl~itant ,  he ills!. 11c cc3mpelled to sacrifice home and 
all its co~ l~fo r t s ,  2nd bc under the necessity of parting wit11 articles 
that are sacretl b e c a ~ s e  of inlleritance or association. Though 
someti~lies satltlenetl that he must part with all these treasures, 
yet he rejoices \v!lcn he co~~tcnlplates the vast wealth that he 
nlay posscs5 through his sacritice. I ie  parts with all that he may 
gain all,- tlie trcast11-e in the field. 

Tlie Saviour uses ti;iq parable to illustrate the value of sa!- 
vation pro\-ided tllrough tlie gospel. I t  is a treasure of infinite 
\vorth. It is a prccious I I I ~ I I C ,  the veins of \vhicli run in every 
directioi; tilro~~glicvit tlle ,Script~~res of divi11e truth, and in order 
to he secured, t l ~ e  field n?~:at he \vorketl. Hence Inspiration says. 
" Search the Scriptures, for in thein ye think ye have eternal 
life : ancl tl1e~- are they nhich testify of Ale." John 5 : 39. They 
testif!- of Clirist, tlie treasure. \\*llcn the sinner discovers the 
value of !ife cternal, to be secured by faith in Christ, and thinks 
of thc nlatter .;criot~sl!-, hc deteril~iiles to secure it. Realizing 
his tlce11 !leetl of salvation. he tlisposes of all that he has, sur- 
rentlers full!. to (;otl, rzi~nc~uishes Iiis s i x ,  abantlons his evil 
practices. ant1 accepts the treasure- Jesus Christ. As a result, 
he is translntetl ?I!- faith into the kingdoill of Gotl's dear Son. 
Col. 1 : 13. Christ, the king of grace, now sits enthronetl in 
tliat gnce sinful heart. The office of the kingtlom of grace is to 
prepare s~:hjccts for tlie l<ingtlon~ of glory. Through the king- 
i l ~ l : ~  of grace Gorl rcveal.; his jcstice, mercy, love, ancl good- 
lless to\\ arc1 n rii.cc of rebels. 

4 
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The last eneni? that sl~nll be tlestro!-ed is death. For  H e  [the 
Father] hat11 put all things under His  [Christ's] feet. Eut  \:.hen 

FIe [the Father] saith all things are put ~intlcr  Him [Christ 1 .  
it is manifest that H e  !the Father] is esceptetl n-hich ditl put 
all things under Him [Christ]. And ~vhen  all things shall he 
subtlued unto Him [Christ], then shall the Son also himsclf he 
subject unto Him Ithe Father] that put all thiilgs under H i n ~  
[Christ]. that God may be all in all." I Cor. I j : 21-28. 

The apostle states that this n-ill take place n-hen the end 
comes. The end ni l i  come n-hen human probation has closed, 
\v11e11 the nlcdiatorial \\-ork of Christ has terminated. \v11e11 the 
fate of all is unalterably fixed, when he that is unjust and filthy 
shall t1111s re~nain,  and when he that is holy shall never fall from 
that estate. 'The nes t  scene in that wonderful drania is e s -  
pressed by the revelator in Rev. 22 : 12 : '' --\nd, behold, I come 
quickly: and my re\\-ard' is with me, to give every man accord- 
ing as his work shall be." 

As  the scene beyond the judgment was ope~letl to the 13311- 

ished seer of I'atmosj he saw the transition as the n-orltl passed 
from the kingdom of ,?race to the !:ingtloln of glory, and speaks 
of that transition as follo\vs: " X ~ t i  the seventh angel sounded, 
and there were great voices in heaven, saying. The kingtloms 
of this n-orld are beconie the kingdoms of our Lord, antl of His  
Christ: and I l e  shall rcigil forever and ever." Rev. 1 1  : 15. 
Thus the 1<ingr!o11; of glory is established. Christ n-ill be its 
king. The redeemed sons and daughters of Adain will be its 
subjects. The pllrchased :?ossession n-ill be its territory. As 
God n-ill be all in all, his Inn- n.ill he its law. The Sen .  Jc r~ l -  
salein will be its capital city, having in its midst the throne 
of that celestial kingdom. 

Reader, that Icing of grace is saying to you and to me, 
" T o  him that overcon~etl~ n-ill I grant to sit \\-it11 me in my 
throne, el-en as I also overcamr, and an1 set (lo\\-11 \\-it11 my 
Father ill his throne." Rev. 3 : 21. .Are we overcoming day 
by day? 

T HERE is no city mentioned in Holy \\Trit so often as Jeru- 
salem. I t  was the capital ancl chief city of the Holy Land, 
a ~ r d  to the Christian it is associated \\-it11 il;ost sacretl 

memories. Its early history is son~en-hat obscure, some histo- 
rians clainling that the earliest notice of its location is found 
in Joshua 15 : 8, and 18 : 16, 17, 11-11ile others claim that the earliest 
identit!- is that of the Salem of ~~Ielc l~isedec  (Gen. 14: 18) \vith 
Jerusalem, antl that it is refericd to as Salem in Ps. 76 :  2. I t  
\\-as aftern-artl called Jebus, as belonging to the Jebusites, and 
from its tn-o nanlrs, je l~as-Salen~.  11-e liave the name Jerusalem. 
Its site was n~ac!e sacred in the clays of its earliest existence by 
L4bral~aii~ 's  trial of faith in t11c off2riilg of Isaac. And as Xbra- 
]lam was thc progenitor of the Jel\-ish race, from his time till 
to-clay the entire natio11 llas looked ul)oii Jerusalem with rever- 
ence, and has always l~ossessed a longing desire for the pros- 
perity and welfare of the sacretl city. \\-hen the city was cap- 
turetl by the Eah!-lonians, antl man!- \\,ere co~lre!-etl to Babylon, 
they n-cnt n-hen the)- renleliiberecl Zion, and, hanging their harps 
on the n-illon-s, they ceased to sing. 

The city was so situated that its geographical position xvas a 
very strong one, and when first besieged by the Israelites it re- 
sisted their most detcrmilled attacks. I t  was, ho\vever, stormed, 
and captured h!- David ( 2  Sam. ; : 6. g )?  antl has soinetirnes been 
ki10n.11 as the "city of Davitl." From his time 011, it became 
the religious as well as the political center of the Jewish king- 
dom, its chief beauty consisting in its glorious temple, in u~hich 
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with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the ~vaters  
cover the sea." Chapter 2 :  13. X like promise is found in 
Num. 14:21,  " I I L I ~  as truly as I li~re, all the earth shall be 
fillet! wit11 the glory of the l.ortl." These ant1 several other prorn- 
ises in regard to  tlie eartl: have as !.et never been fulfilled, antl 
can not be l~revious to tlie con!ing of the Just C)ne, from the fact 
that " evil men and seducers shall n-as n-orse and n-orse, deceiv- 
iilg, and being deceived." 2 l ' im. 3 :  15 Even in the church, the 
wheat and tares are to  grow together till the harvest, and the 
harvest is the end of the world. l lat then.  13. As the promises 
respectii~g the earth l ~ a v e  not been fulfilled, and can not be before 
the close of probation, the time must of necessity come when the 
saints shall possess the earth, and these promises meet their 

, fulfilment. 
W e  are instr~icted very thoroughly in the thirty-seventh 

l'salin in reference to the restoration of the world. As  \Ye see 
the prosper~ty oZ the n-iclied, and i:ote the n.onderfu1 po\ver, and 
the mighty influence the!- nieltl, intrel~ched, as it n;ere, behind 
a bull\-ark of riches, n-e are tempted at  times to conclude that 
their infuence can nel.cr be hrokcn. The psalmist states the 
case th~rs  : "I haa-e seen the nlicked in great power, and spread- 
ing himself lilie a green bay tree." Verse 3 j .  Sin constantl!. 
allures from the path of rectitude, and \vl:en once J-ielded to, it 
leads into paths mj-sterious, perplexing, and degrading. Tlie 
end is ruin and death. 

The Creator has ordainctl that sin shall cease to exist, and 
n-1:en that clay shall be ushered ir!. 11-hcn death itself shall diet 
not only shall sill cease to csisl, but its unrel>entant devotees, 
1vll.o are stained b!-, and allied to it, shall perish. A~ltl:ough men 
with sin-stained cliaracters may prosper, yet the psalmist says 
of the sinner. " Yea, he passetl an-a!., and lo, he \vas not :  yea, 
I sougl~t  him, but he could not be found." 'I-erse 36. Seeing 
that he shall pass away: David exhorts us thus:  " Fret not tliy- 
self because of evil doers, neither be thou envious against the 
workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut t1on.n like 
the grass, antl n-ither as the green herb." Verses 2, 3. In  the 
final tlestructiou of sill and sillners, all to   horn Christ has 
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not through faith imi~uted I i i s  righteousness, shall fall before 
(lent11 etcrnal as grain before the reaper. 

In speaking of the righteous, the psalmist says : " For evil 

doers sliall be cut o f f ;  1,ut tliose that wait upon tlie Lord, they 
shall inherit the earth." Verse 9. Continuing the same thought 
in verse I I ,  i:e s ~ y s  : " But the meek shall inherit the earth ; 
and shall delight t11en:selvcs in the abuntlance of peace." Again, 
in verses 22 and 29 he saj-3: " For such as be blessed of Elin1 
shall illherit the earth ; and they that be cursed of Him shall 
be cut ofi." " ?'he righteous shall inherit the land, and dnrell 
therein forever." 

The  cuttiilg ofj: referred to  above occurs a t  the punishn~ent 
of the ivicked. Ti1 \-ersc 10 we readt " For  yet a little while, and 
the \I-ic!<etl shall nor be:  yea, tho11 shalt c~liligently consider his 
place, and it shall not be." Tlic ~ n e t l ~ o d  by which they shall 
be cut off is graphicall!- described in verse 20, " But the nricketl 
shall perish ; ant1 the ei~emies o i  the Lord shall be as the fat of 
Inlnbs : rhey shall c o n s ~ u ~ ~ e ;  i ~ t o  sinoke shall they consume away." 
The entire psali:: teaches the fact that the world will soine day 
become the home o i  the saved. 

In  Christ's n-onderful se:-n:~cn r-.n the mount, a ~ ~ i o n g  many other 
precious utterances, H e  said, (' Blessetl are the meek : for they shall 
inherit the earth." l i a t t .  5 : j. This tleclaration must meet its 
fullilmei~t in the ~vorltl as it exists at present, or  in its futnre 
state. for the promises of God fail not. A meek person is one 
that is " given to forbearance under injuries." As  we view the 
1xcserit state of society. (lo n-c see the intlivitluals who are given 
to forbe:lrance under illjuries possessing the nlorld,- having an 
inheritance in i t ?  Some who possess the much-to-be-coveted 
grace o i  nleekness lnay inherit. or secure, sonie of its territory, 
bllt the numhers are fen-, and sec!:lingly gro\~- ing less : for, as 
a rule, the n-orltl is coi~trolled quite largely by those having grrat  
abilitj- to acquire [vealth, who apparently are happier whet1 they 
arc scheming to ilefraud others, and to  gain that for which 
others have diligently labored. 

I t  is seemingly the unr aiin and object of men of means at 
the present time to  pool their individual wealth, to form vast 
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man in Christ above fourteen yenrs ago (n.het11er in the body, 
I can not tell, or ~vlietller out of  the body, I can not tell : Gotl 
l<no\vetli) ; sucll an one caught up to the tliirtl heaven. ,4nd I 
knew such a inan (n-llether in the body, or out of the bod!., I can 
not tell, Go(l kncn-eth) ; how tliat he \\as caught up into paradise, 
aiid heard unspeakable \I-nrtls, ~vhich it is not la\vful for a man to 
utter." 3 Cor. 12:  1-4. Paul is here portraying his experience as 
he \\-as wrapped in holy vision, and carried to the paradise of God, 
where revelatioils \Yere marvelously o?enetl to his enrapturctl 
mind. H e  was convcyed into the thirtl heaven (verse 2) ;, 

whether in the botly, or I\-hether the glories of that heavenly 
lailtl passed before his n:itltl as a panoranla of entrancing beaut!-. 
lie was tlnable to say:  but of this one thing he \\-as certain, that 
~vhcn he was caught up to the third Ileaven, he had reached 
paradise. Verse 4. 1i.e can saf?ly decide, according to these 
verses, tliat there is a third heavcn. 1vI1ic11 is the paradise of 
Gotl. the garden of tlelight. 

T o  no propllet of the entire S e w  Testament has the Lortl 
revealed tlie future to such an extent as to the beloved apostle 
John, \ \ho wrote the book nf Rcvelation. He npenetl to hi111 
the history of the Christian c h ~ i r c l ~  from its establishment to the 
close of probation, and the seco~ld co~ning of Christ. 

In ~ ~ r i t i n g  of that staye of the church represented by Ephesus 
in Rc~7elation 2, the Lortl sa!.s, in verse 7, '' He that liath an ear, 
let him hear \\-hat the Spirit saith unto the churches: to hiin 
that overcomet11 x i l l  I give to cat of the tree of life. which is 
in the midst of the paradise of God." l17e ha\-e already learner1 
that paradise is in the thircl heawn, and n-e are taught in the 
last quotation that those n h o  overconle shall eat of the tree 
of life, which is in heaven, the paradise of God. In Revelation 
22:  I ,  2, we read: " And he sho~ved me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, ant1 on either 
side of the river, was there the tree of life, n~hich hare t~vel\re 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations." rlgain, 
noting what we have learned, Paul was caught up  to the third 
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heaven - into paradise. The overcomers n-ill eat of the tree of 
life which is in paradise. and that tree of life bears twelve man- 
ner of fruit. Tl?us the saints will be translated from this earth 
to heaven, and eat of the fruit of the tree of life. 

Just before the arrest of the Saviour, H e  stirred the people 
mightily with the words ~vhicli H e  spalie aiid the mighty miracles 
ivliich H e  perforined. " And man!- of the people believed on 
Hiin, and said, 11Ilen Christ cometh, \vill H e  do more miracles 
than these ~vhich this man hat11 tloile? The Pharisees heard that 
the people inorinured such things concerning Him;  and the 
Phal.isees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him. Then 
J e s ~ ~ s  said unto t l~em, yet a little ~vliile I an1 with you, and then 
I gu unto Hi;u that sent mc. Ye shall seek me, and shall not 
find me: and \vilere I am, tliitlier ye can not come." John 7 :  
31-34. So te  the teaching: Christ declared that in a little while, 
H e  11-ould go to  he Father, and that those unbelie~ing Jews 
cc~uld not fo l lo l~  f l im there, indicating that no sin-polluted soul 
coultl ever go to heaven. 

X sliart t i ~ ~ i e  after the conversation with the Jews above 
quoted, Christ \\-as conversing with His disciples, and H e  said 
unto tliem: " M t l e  children, !.et a little while I ail1 with you. 
Ye shall seek ins ; and as T said unto the Jews, Whit!ler I go 
ye can liot come; so ;loiv I say to ;.ou." John 13 : 33. Here 
H e  tells Elis tlisciples as plainly as I-Je ditl the Jews that H e  was 
going an-a!-, ant1 that they could not follow Him. This filled 
their minds ~ i t h  wonder a to \\here H e  ~vould go. Ant1 Peter, 
\vho \\-as genera!ly chief speaker amorlg the disciples, " said unto 
Hin7, 1-ortl, n-hither goest thou :' Jesus answered him, l \T l~ i t l~e r  
I go, thou ca i i~ t  not i o l l o ~ ~  me now;  but thou shalt follow me 
after\vartl." John 13: 36. -4zaii1 we state that the Saviour 
\\-as go i i~g  to  is' Father. The 1;ather is in heavei~, or paradise. 
Peter could not ascend to heaven \\-hen Cllrist (lid: but he was 
to follo~v Hirn afterward, clearly ' proving that Peter and all 
overcomers shall some clay asceild to the paradise of God, asso- 
ciating \\-it11 tlie great family of heaven, enjoying its bliss! through- 
out eternity. 
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w HEX the final day of reckonii~g shall be rcaclied, and all 
shall he judged accorcling to their \vorks, every siilner 
\\-ill be left \\.ithout excuse. I t  will then he sccn that 

Heaven has done all in its power to save to tlie uttermost every 
soul 1~110 has hacl an  accountable esistcnce. In  bestowing Jesus 
upon thc \vorld, tlie Creator in rhat act potlred out heaven's 
choicest treasure. Ever!. clay H e  sho~vers upon us inn~unerable 
blessings : for  in Him we live, ant1 move, and have our being. 
H e  has surrou~lded us 11-itil agencies for good, of ~\-liich we know 
nothing on1~- through their effect. I n  order that the gospel, 
\\-llich " is the power of God ullti, sail-ation," might bc preached 
to all nations, men havc gone to all parts of t11~ \\-orld to preach 
Christ and Hini crucified : they have endured p r i v a t i o ~ ~  and 
\vant in zones inhospitable, depril-ing themselves, \vithout inur- 
m l ~ r i ~ l g ,  of the societ!- of dear ones and the comforts of hoiile ; 
all of \ \ - l~ ic l~  the!- have cheerhllly cndured that they niight present 
the good nelvs of sal\,ation to a lost and ruincd race. 

All of man's efforts \\-auld prove futile in laboring to save 
the lost, \\-ere it not for the aid of the Holy Spirit, that won- 
tlerful unsccn agency \~,llicli accompanies the promulgation of 
the gospel. Our  Saviour, speal;ing of that mysterious power, 
says, " I \\-ill not lea;-c you comfortless. I will c o n ~ e  to you." 
" Elit the Conlforter, \vhicli is the Holy Ghost, \vIlo111 the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
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all things to !.our reii~cmbrance n-hatsoever 1 have said unto 
you." John 14: 18. 26. *-igain, in John 16: ;, S, the Saviour 
adds, " Kevertl~eless. I tell !.ou the truth ; it is expetlient for you 
that I go  an-ay: for  if I go not an-ay, the Comiorter \\-ill not 

conle unto j-011 ; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. .in(! 
\\hen he is come, he will reprove [margin, " convince "1 the 
n,orltl of sin, ant1 of righteocsne.s, and of judgn:e~lt." 

\\-hen the Saviottr declared that it lvas ad7;isable for Him to 
clepart, the disciples mttst certainly have been astonished beyond 
measure. How could it be profitable unto them for Him to 
tlepart aftcr  having spoken unto them as never man spake ; after 
having hcaletl the sicli? raised the dead, forgiven sin, and calnled 
the troubletl soul? H e  explainetl all by stating that if H e  tlicl not 
tlepart, the Comforter I\-oulcl not come, and that when I-Ie shoultl 
come, H e  would convil~ce the ~vor ld  of sin, of righteousness, antl 
of jutlgment: in other ~vords,  a power n-ould be sent into the 
world from the Father that would analien the conscience of the 
sinner n-henever sin should be c o n ~ n ~ i t t e d . ~  Every living, ac- 
countable soul is a witness to the trutl~fulness of this declar a t '  lon : 
for, n-hatever our station in life, whether riel1 or poor, free or  
bond, nhene~ .  cr  \ve tlo irrong, there comes a rapping antl tapping 
at  the heart's door, a113 a gentle voice says, " 170u ditl 11-rong; 

I 

you shoulcl repent. coufes,s. aiid reform !-our lifc." :I\-? ilia!, 
reject its wooings, but it ccmles to 11s ovcr and over again, to 
reprove us of our sins, ant1 urge us to walk in the ways of 
righteousness. 1 I 

Oftentimes, when the sinner defiantly tlisregards that gentle 
voice, and ignores that 11enign power, then it arrays before him 
tlie feariul realities of the jutlgn~ent, and he tleeply feeis his 
deplorable condition, as he exclaims, " I am lost ! I all! lost ! " 
But thanks be to God ~ v h o  giveth us the victory through Jest1.s f 
Christ, it is not s o ;  for as long as the wrong doer desires to be 
better than he is, and k l ~ o ~ v s  that unless he is, he is not pre- 
pared fur tleatli and the juclgnlent. he has not passcd the bouilds 
of mercy. His feeling thtts is an  evidence that the Spirit is n-ork- I 

ing for his salvation, and that there is mere!- for h i m ;  but he 
should fully realize that the opportune time has come for him 

to surrender to Gotl, that peace l i l x  a rivcr may attend his Ivay. 
The Hol!. Spirit not 0111~. coi~viiices of sin, of righteousness. 
and of judgment, but it fiils other nfticcs, anlong which it be- 
coi1;es our " earnest." llot cmly of our .;all-ation and a homc in 
heaven, but a pledge of our iuture inllcritancc in the final rcsti- 
tlltioil of tlie earth. One definition of the 11-ortl " carnest " is 
" a pledge or  pa!-u;ent gii-en as 211 assurance of ear l~rs t  or  serious 
purpose to dischnrgc a n  cngagemeni or  frl.ltill a promise ; a token 
of n-hat is to come." I'aul in speaking of what is to con:e ant1 
of n h a t  Gotl will acco~?~plish,  says that " i n  the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, he n:iglit gather together in one all things 
in Christ, boil1 n-11icl1 are in heavvn. aild which are on carth:  
even in h i n ~ ;  in nllom also wc h a w  oht:>.inctl an inheritance, 
lxing pretlcstinated accort1ii:g to the l)ury:.osc of ITim ~ 1 : o  norkcth 
all things aftcr the counsel of ETi? o1vn \:.ill; that we shoultl 
be to thc praise of Hi s  glory who first trustetl in Christ. In  
~ h o m  ye also trusted, after that ye hcartl thc lvoi-d of t r i~ th .  
the gospel of your salvation: in \\.!lorn also, aftcr that ye bc- 
licvcd, I!-e were sealed \\-it11 the Iiolj- Spirit of 1)romi.s~. ~ v l ~ i c h  
is the earnest o i  our  ii~hcritance until the retlemption of the 1)ur- 
chasc(1 possession. lint0 the praise of His  g1ory.F Eph. I : 10-14. 

Surely this quotatio~l teaches 11s unn~istakal~l!- that cvcry time 
lye are convince(1 of sin, of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C O U S I ~ C S S ,  ai:tl of j~~tlgi:~:.nt, that 
the bol!- Spirit is a pleclge, or  r t r r i i rs t ,  to astli-c LIS that we shal! 
gain ail i11l:eritancr in tile pttrchased possession. :I s i ~ i ~ p l e  ill~ts- 
tration will pel-haps lllore clearlj- conve!- to the rezclcr's mint1 
the significance of tile tc.rn1 " earnrst." 

Air. X pcssrcses a j-ne farm. Its acres are bro?,tl. an:l in 
a high state of c:tlii\-ation. A i  r. L: is anxious to ol)tain thc 
farm, ant1 approacl~cs Air. X to ascertain if 11c will sell. and if 
so, c n  \\-hat conditic~ns. .l'he t\vo gcnt1cn:en talk thc matter 
over. N r .  -1 agrees to take a stilmlatetl sum. Tlic tll-o men are 
strangers to eac11 other. ?.lr. E stntes to l l r .  X that as soon as 
he tlisposes of some property he \\-ill return ant1 1~1irc:lase the 
fartn. Air. X replies, " I have no tlottbt that you arc sil~cere in 
vour statemei~ts, biit as !-oL~ arc an entire stranger, I do not know 
that I shall ever mcet you again." \T7hereupon, AIr. E takes 
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froill llis purse gvltl coin to the amount of five hundred dollars, 
and passii~g it to Air. ,\ sa!-s, smiliiiglyl " Please receil~t me for 
the same oil the purchase price, an(l I n-ili return and talce pos- 
scssioa of the prc~perty." Mr.  T: departs. antl the rcport rapidly 
sl~reads that Ail.. :l !]as soltl his farm:  and when accostcd in 
regartl io the nlatter, hc confirms tlic report. Some of his more 
skei)tic;ll nt.iglil~ors say, " 170u \\-ill ncvcr see l l r .  I3 again. 
H e  certainly \\.ill not pa!- you the pricc stipulated, so you ma!- 
as  ell be cc)ntent to lieep your place." l l r .  ,\'s cye kindles, 
being lighted by i a i t l~ ,  and he esclaims with asslirancc. " H e  paid 
me five hundred tlvllurs as an earnest, or pledgt., that lie n-ill 
return, ant1 take the iar~ll .  H e  has too muc11 in~es ted  in it to 
abandon it now." 

The abovc faintly illustrates lion- the Holy Spirit is an earnest 
of our inl~critance. l ~ , - l i e i ~  man sinnetl, he lost domii~ion of the 
\vorld. and the beautiful planet that then \\-us. passed under the 
dominion of tlle usurper, and 1:1a:1 becrln~e the abject slave of 
sin. Jesus, pit!-ing his conclition, cailie to redeem not only man, 
hut the nurltl. H e  illvested in our n-orltl thirty-three years of his 
!ife, wherein he \\.as beset wit11 the sanle temptations that sur- 
rountl us. H e  v:as ric!icnleci antl n~nclced : llis character \\-as ma- 
lignetl, and at last he was fnlsel!- accuscd, arrested ll!- a nlerci- 
less n:ol), and cruciticd. Thus he investetl in the purchase(! p(1s- 
session his tinlc, tal~:nt, labor, and life. Having illade this invest- 
i :~el~t ,  hc has an  intcrest in  it. ant1 some day H e  n-ill return to 
c la in~ Eiis own, anrl tl7t soil n-hich draillt H i s  blootl n~ill erelong 
compose the foundation of His  throile. 

T i-IE mitiiitry of Jcsus Christ on cart11 was tlran-i1.g to its 
close. and H e  felt extrenlely ai1sious to give IIis iollowcrs 
tlie clearest evidcnce possible that H e  was the truc Xes- 

sinh. H e  clesircd that their faith nliglit be streilgtlleiletl in Hiin. 
so ihat it \:-ould not be shaken as they should see Hiin tlelivcred 
into the l ~ a i ~ t i s  of IIis encnlies. 14nd further, fearing that n-hen 
the!- shoilltl see their supposed Icing (lie the ignominious death 
of the cross. they lliight lose faith ill the expected kingtlom, con- 
ct.rning \vllich they llad hoper1 so 1o:l.g. H e  said unto then:, " 'There 
he some stailtiiilg hcre. ~vllich shall not taste of death, till they 
see tlie Snn of ixail cornilly in His  kingtlom." Alatt. 16: 28. 

A short time after  this, Jesus chose three of EIis most promi- 
nent discil~lcs. I'eter, Jan?es. ank! John, antl lerl tllcm up tlic steeps 
of a neigl~horing mountain, away from the sight and sountl of 
11uma11 activit!.. The- asccndctl the mountain for the purpose of 
ellgaging in prayer. The day hat1 I~cen n-ell filled by the Nas-  
ter ic nlinistrrillg to the needs o i  the peoplc. H e  hat1 taught 
great 1n:iltitutles and healer1 the sick. they reaclletl their tles- 
tination the sun was setting. 311d the lengthening s h a d o ~ ~ s  \\-ere 
veiling plaii~ ant1 valley. Still the snon-s on tllc upper peaks 
fla.;iled and glowed in the light of the setting sun as if aflame. 
sooil the goltlei~ light disappeared, a11t1 vallc! and sumlnit \verc 
alilte Ivrappetl in a mantle of tlarkncss. The Sa\riciur 1;ncn- that 
the darlcest hour of His  earthly pilgrimage \\-as fast al)proach- 
ing, and He  prayetl most earnestly for streilgth divine, that H c  
nlight be able to pass through the coming coilflict. H i s  rlisciplcs, 
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being \\-ear!-. \\-ere socln n rapped in sluniber. As  Jesus prayed 
earnestl!., i-Iis I-athcr heard, and the hosts of heaven \\-ere in- 
tensel!- interested. Each :nember oi that vast throng \\-as longing 
to hear the command iron: tlie Creator to visit earth and min- 
istvr to illcir l~clovetl Conin~ander. Cut not one of the angel host 
\\-as selected. _\ssociated with that vast throng of angels were 
tl.\-n ~ x r s x i s  1\-11o hacl once livetl on t h i ~  earth. One was Elijah, 
the chief of prophets. I-Ie had been translated from earth to 
heaven ~\-ithout tasting death. 'The other was l loscs,  who had 
let1 Israel's vast am:!- from Egl-pt to Canaan. Just before Israel 
\\.ent into the promised la~ld ,  he had slept the slecp of death, 
\\.as buried b!- a tli\,inc lland, no  1::an knowing the location of his 
tonih. Deut. 34.: 5 ,  6. 

'I 'he~e t\\-o gloniiec! llleil were selected of God and scnt to 
converse ~ v i t l ~  the Saviour in rcgard to His suffering and death. 
.-is they tli..scended, the gloi-J- o i  God flashed through the moun- 
tain. Ey it the tlisciples were a~vakened, and they gazed wit11 
11-ontler upon the transfigured Son of God. His face shone as 
the sun. i f i s  garments 11cca11:e bright and dazzling. ~vhi te  as 
sno\\-, a no ftlller on earth cottld  hiten en them. As the disciples 
gazetl, they sn1v tu-o glnriiietl beings in conversation with their 
Ill\-ing l laster .  They were conversing in refereuce to His  suffer- 
ing, antl the ngotly tlircn~tgl~ ~vhich H e  \voultl pass in His coming 
conflict. Th?!- \\-ere not angels, but men, AIoses and Elijah, 
11-11o hat! livecl on tlic earth, having themselves experienced sor- 
row antl s~tfft.rillg. They could therefore synipathize \\-it11 the 
Saviour in fJis al~lxoaching conflici \\-it11 thc powers of darkness. 
Moses. ha\-ing passed through tlenth, could colnfort the Saviour, 
ant1 i i~y~ i l - e  Him \\-it11 hopc, for he himself was experiencing 
life bexontl thc tonib. Thus  these two men could impart that 
comfort and strength to Him I\-hich thc angels could not, as they 
had not esperiencetl the sad results of sin. 

SS7hen the king~lom of God shall be fully estal~lisl~etl, t11c re- 
deemed hosts \\-ill hc its s~tbjects. That  numberless multitude 
\\.ill be macle up of t\vo classes. One class will be composed of 
those \\-ho have pas.~ed through tlie realm of tleath, and thro~tgh 
the resurrection of the just s111,ut victory ovcr death and the , 
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to111b. T l ~ i s  class is represented b\- l loses  in the transfiguration 
on the mount. The  other class \\- i l l  be translated from earth to 
heaven \vithout tasting death, rel~resented in the ~ l ~ o u n t a i n  scene 
by Elijah. These t\vo classes are introduced by Paul, in I Cor. 
I j : 5 I ,  52 : " Eellold, I s110\\: you a nlystery ; \ve shall not all 
sleep [tlie], but 11-e shall all be changed. in a n~oment,  in the 
twinkling of an c!c, at  the last t rump:  for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead s l~al l  be raised incorruptible, and lve shall 
be changetl." 

The scene on tlie ruountain was a real one. The  Saviour, 
Peter, -Tsn~cs, ancl Jo1111 \\-el-e persc-jnally there, as  \\-ell as Elijah, 
n h o  had been carriecl by the flaming chariots of God to heaven 
11Undretl.s of !-ears beforz. As  Aloses appeared personally on the 
~ ~ ~ o u n t a i n ,  it must have been by virtue of a resurrection from 
the dead. lzlijah could not have represented the translated saints 
in the future kingdom of glory had not he himself been trans- 
lated. Dic! I3oses have a resurrection? In  Jude 9 we read, 
" 1Iichael the archangel. \\-hen contending with the devil he dis- 
puted about the body of AIoses, durst not bring against him a 
railing accusation, but saitl, The  Lord rebuke thee." 

Note that the controversy between Michael (Christ) and 
Satan Jvas in regard to the body of Noses. Death is the mort- 
=age \\,hich sin placed upon every member of earth's great family. 
Christ, in order to remcrve it, must himself die, and at  tlie time 
I I e  appeared at the grave of ;\loses, H e  hat1 not yet passed 
thrcjugh death : therefore Satan contested tlie right of the Soil 
of God to resurrect IIoses. The  Lortl did not enter into con- 
troversy ~ i t h  hinl c!nl!- s~ far as to  refer hi111 to God as  the 
author of His ~OI I -e r .  Jloses was resurrected, and appeared on 
the inountain personall!-. 

Peter was so charmed with the heavenly trio that he desired 
to creatc three dl\-elling-places, tabernacles, one for his dear 
Master, one for  kioses, a i d  one for Elijah, exclaiming in his 
ecstacy, " Master, it is good for  us to be here,"-a feeling which 
will be sharetl by all u-hen the ineel< shall inherit the earth, antl the 
time colne \\:hen the saints of the Nost High shall take the  lting- 
do111 and possess it forever. 

A Glimpse of the Future Kingdom 

The disciples in the mount were en]-aptured nit11 the glory 
that envelopeci the Saviour, :und ~\-llich hati so \\.oilderful!y trans- 
formed Him. I t  had entil-ely s~\-el)t f r c n ~  His visage all trace 
of the sorro\\- and ansicty \\-hic11 C I O I I C I ~ ~  His ~ ~ s u a l l y  serene 
countenance. :'I bright cloud ovcrsl~ado~vetl theln, alltl bc-hold. 
a voice out of the cloud said, " l 'his is 171y bcloved Son, in \vhom 
I a111 n-ell pleased : hear \-e Him." The glory \\-as so  great that 
the disciples \\-it11 mortal eye could not gaze on its effalgent 
light, and they fr!l tq the ground ant1 veiled their faces. The 
glory faded as the bright cloutl bore l loses  and Elijah back to 
heaven, and Jesus onlj- \\-as left. 

I t  was believed amolig many of the Jcn-s that in connection 
n-ith the con?ing of the Messiah, Elijah \\-oultl appear. The 
scene in the mount hr-;d ccmfortcd the Saviour. and strengthened 
the faith of the disciples. The succeeding da!- was usllered 
in, and the disciples 11-ith the Saviour dcscellded the n~ountain,  
cheered with the t110~1gilt that tl~c!. \\-ere associated with the 
\~or ld ' s  Recleemer, that the Iiingdonl of Cod I\-oultl be established 
on earth, antl tliat the\- hat1 seen i~ in miniature. 

Years aiter the Saviour had gone to  I-Iis Father to  coinplete 
the plan of salvation for the tinal consullllnation, Peter \\-rites 
to his converts ill  the Cliristiaii faith, thus, "\\'e have not 
folio\\-ecl cunnillgl!- devised fables,  h hen lye 111ade l;no\vil unto 
you the po~ver  allcl coming o i  our 1,ord Jesus Christ, hut \\-ere 
eye \~itncsses of Fiis i~iajesty. For  I i c  received fro:n God the 
Fathcr Ilonor and glory, \\.hen there came such a voice to Hiin 
from the escellcnt glory. This is m!- beloved Son, in whom I 
am lvell pleasetl. .lncl t11is voice I\-hich callie from heaven Ive 
heard, \\-hen \ye \\-ere \\-it11 Him ill the holy mount. \\'e hare  
also a nmre s t r e  ~vcjrd of :)sophccy: n- l lerc~u~to  ye (lo well that 
J-e take heed, as unto a light t!~at shincth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, anti the daj- star arise in your hearts." 2 Pcter 
I : 16-19. 

Peter had belieitl the glor!- of God as it n-ill be vie\\-etl in the 
soon-conling kingcloin. H e  had rccn the hcavenl!- I<itlg. Jesus, 
as I-Ie \\.ill appear. I i e  had loolted u!)on the representati\-es of 
the s~lbjects of the kingdom as they \\-ill be recognized when . 
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glorified, and he l<new that  hen he announced the truth in regard 
to the conling King,  he n-as not presenting a c u ~ ~ n i n g l y  devised 
fable, for he l~acl vicned the realit!- in the mount ; he had been an 
e),c-I\-itncss of his majesty. Eut the eye luay mislead. T o  illus- 
trate:  The two rails of a railroad track run parallel the \\-hole 
length of the line, being the same distance apart all the way ; but in 
appearance. a short distance from the beholtler, they seem to be 
apl~roaching each otl~cr.  and if one were not aware of the fact that 
they do not. he ~voulcl reasonably conclude that they d o ;  but to one 
11,11o unrlerstands the law of linear perspective, the reason for this 
is plain. Eut the sure I\-ord of prophecy never misleads. Xot- 
n-ithstandillg the fai t  that Peter hat1 seen the glory of the coming 
One. he declares tliat 11-r have " a more sure ~ v o r d  of prophecy," 
unto 11-11ich we do \\-ell if we take heed. Thus men have seen, and 
prophets have \\.ritten, the never-failing words of God in regarcl 
to the kingdom of glory, and there is no fable connected with it. 

" IXb7e have heart1 from the bright, the holy land, 
\\-e have heard, and our hearts are glad; 

For we are a lonely pilgrim hand, 
And weary and worn and sad. 

They tell us thc saints have a (111 elling there; - 
S o  longer are homeless ones, 

And we know that the goodly land is fair, 
\\-here life's pure river runs.'' 

" The King of that~countsy. He is fair. 
He's the joy and hght of the place: 

111 His beauty we shall behold IIim there, 
And bask in His smiling face. 

\I-e'll be there, we'll be there in a little n hile, 
\Ve'll join the pure and the blest: 

I\*e'll Ilaxe the palm, the robe, the crown, 
And forever he at rest." 

T H A T  ~vhich man covets and most earnestly longs for, is rest. 
Had he never fallen, his rest \\roi~ld have been eternal. I:ut 

as the pril-ilege of that eternal rest \\-as lost, it has been the 
design of the beneficent Father to restore the enjoyment of it in 
full, sn-eet, and all-satisf!-ing measure. Every child of God yearns 
for a higher ant1 holier atmosphere than earth in its sinful state can 
offer. \\-hen David's heart n-as sore and faint within himt \\-hen 
fearfulnrss anrl trembling canle upon him, he said, " O h  that I had 
uings  like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest." 
PS. -35 : e. 

\\-hen the Lord gave the children of Israel the land of Canaan, 
it \\-as onl!- a temporary possession, typical of their final inheritance 
of the earth. Through unbelief they lost it. Had  they remained 
faithful, as \ve haye before learned, Jerusalem ~vould have stood 
forever, and the throne of David \r:ould have been provided with 
a ruler until the Saviour sl~ould have come as the seed of David;  
Christ's reign ~voultl have been established upon that throne, and 
Israel 11-ould have been a nation eiicircling the world. But they 
lost their opportunit!-, in departing from God. Thus  the rest 
11-hich they might have received \\-lien Joshua led them into the 
land of Canaan, the?. failed to obtain. 

God does not permit the failure of men to thwart his plan; so 
he ordains that the rest for nllich His people earnestly sigh may 
be securer1 through Christ Jesus. Paul, in ~vr i t ing  to the Hebrew 
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brethrei~ concerning the rest \\.liich Israel through transgression 
lost, and which ma!. bc regained through Cllrist, says to them 
as follows : " l l . l~ile it is said, To-day if ye \\.ill hear His  voice, 
harden not your hearts as  in the provocation. For some, \\.hen 
they had heard, ditl provoke; howbeit not all that came out of 
1-3g!-l)t by hloses. Eut \vith ~vhom \\-as H e  grieved forty years? 
11-as it not \vith them that had sinned, \\-hose carcasses fell in the 
\vildcrness? And to  \vho111 slvear H e  that they should not enter 
into His  rest, htlt to them that believed not? S o  \ve see that 
they could not enter in because of unbelief." Ileb. 3: 15-19. 

Paul continues. " Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise be- 
ing left us of entering into His  rest, any of you should seem to  
come short of it, For  u t ~ t o  us \\,as the gospel preached, as well 
as unto them;  but the ~vord,  preached did not profit them, not 
being n ~ i s e d  with faith in them that heard it." Heb. 4 :  I ,  2. As 
Israel failed hecause of unbelief, the Lord " litniteth a certain 
day, saying in David, To-day, after so long a t ime; as it is said, 
To-day if !.e \\.ill hear His  voice, harden not your hearts. For 
if Jesus [Joshua, margin] had given them rest, then would H e  
not after\vrird have spoken of another day. There remaineth 
therefore a rest to  the people of God." Heb. 4 :  7-9. 

Sot\\-ithstanding the fail~u-e cf Israel, there remains still a 
rest to the penple of God. The last king ~ v h o  ruled over the 
Isrselites before they \\-ere taiien into captivity by the king of 
Rah~-lon ivas Zetle!-iah; and because Israel had corrupted them- 
sell-es by tlisol)e!-ing the co~n~ilanc!n~ents of thc Lortl, the scepter 
ant1 the throne \\.ere entirel? removed from them, and passed into 
the hantls of the king of Cab!-l~n. God's people have never 
since constituted a ruling nation. 'The Lord declared to  Heze- 
Icinh tlirough Ezekiel the prophet that such ~vould be the case. 
H e  said to him as folloivs: " And thou, profane wicked prince 
of Israel, \vhose daJ- is con?e, ~vlien inirlllity shall have an  end, 
thus saith the Lord Gotl: Remove the diadem, and take off the 
cron-11: this s!iall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and 
abase llim that is high. I \\,ill cverturn, overturn, overturn i t ;  
and it shall 1)c 110 more, until H e  come whose right it is ; and I 
\\-ill give it Him." Eze. 21 : 25-27. 
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The One " u.hose riglit it Is," r a n  certainly be none other than 
Tcsus C:l~~-i?t. IIe is the secd " tt, \\-horn tlne promise is n;atle." 
This scl-ipture un;nnistal<abl! teaches that thc s c e ~ ~ t e r  \vas to 
pass into the llantl of some 11o1\-~1- ;\-I10 Ivas to rule 01-cr the pco- 
p!e of Gotl. Zedekial~ \\.as the high prince, the ruler 01-zr Gatl's 
l~cople, ~ 1 1 0  was " abased." The low prince \vas the heathen 
king of l:ab!-loin. 1vho \\-as exalted to the position of ruling over 
Gotl's people. But the sceljter to rule the \\.orlil 11 as not al~vays 
to remain with C:il~!-lol~: for the Lord saitl. " 1 \\-ill overturn. 
overtarn, o\.crt~;rn it." 

As  before st3tc.d. the dominion of the n m l d  \\-as given to 
Ih11!-lou; iron1 n.hic!i kingtlom it passed into the hands of the 
:\letlcs xntl f'ersians. Thus  occurred the first overturn. -After 
p o s ~ c s ~ i i l g  h e  rlominion o i  die ~vorltl for more than t\\-o litantlrctl 
years, the ?,!edes and I'crsixns \\-?re overcome by Grecia, nncl 
thus occurretl a secontl overturn. Grecia heltl the dominion of the 
\vorltl about one lluntlrcd ant1 scvent!. !-cars, ~ \ -hen it in time \\-as 
subcluctl 1,y Ronnc, and the tlominion of the TI-orltl passed into the 
hantls of the Romans, tlnlls acco111plislning :be third ovcrturn. In  
the cln),s of Rome. Jesus Christ \\-as born of the seecl of Davitl, 
eventually to occulr!. his throne, to reign ovcr true Israel, I\-orltl 
u~ithout end. 

Cab!.lon, Metlo-Persia. antl Grccia did not at all periods s~veep 
an-a!- the dominion of the kings of judah. But they only reigiletl 
3t times in a lin~itetl sense, through the sufferance of these earthly 
1)ou-ers. In Iinlnnnu history, as late as tlie time in 1vlnic11 t l ~ e  
Sal-ioiir \\-as Llorn, a king ruletl 11pon Tuclah's tl~roile, t l n ~ ~ s  fulfill- 
ing the (I!-ing wortls of jacob tc, his sol1 J ~ ~ c l n h :  " T h e  scepter 
shall not tlepart from Judaln, nor a lawgiver from bet\\-ecn his 
feet. until Shilol-I come, ant1 unto Him shall the g a t l i e r i l ~ ~  oi tlne 
people bc." Gcn. 49: 10. \\-hen jesus Christ was born in Ceth- 
lelienn's Inanger, tlne right to ruic the worltl \\-as collierrerl l,l,on 
Him by its Creator. for Shiloln had come. I t  is true that H e  (lit1 
not tllcn take to Himself 2 i s  great ])o\\-er, for H e  saitl. " J I y  I t i n -  
(lo111 is not of this TI-orltl : " !-et that no\\-er 11cl(~,n~s to Hil!n, allrl at 

an appointed time s l i ~ l l  pass fully into His Iinlitls. Tllat time 
is tlesignatcrl 11p tlie seer of Patmos in Rev. I I : 15-17 : " .lntl 

the seventh angcl sountlecl; slid tliere were great voices in ineaven, 
sa!-ing, The kingt1ol:;s of this 11-orld are become the Icingtloins 
of our 1,ord. antl of His  Christ; alltl H e  shall reign forever ant1 
ever. -Jilt1 tlnc four ancl t\vent!- elders ~~-1nicln sat bcforc Gotl oil 
their seats, fell upon their faces. and worshil~etl God. saying. 
\\'(a gi\-e thee tlnanlts, O Lord Goc! .-\l~lliglnt!-, n-11ich art, and wast, 
ant1 art to come; I~ecause thou hast talcen to thee thy great power, 

1 and hast rrignetl." 

Tlie fallillg of the lour and tn-enty elders 11po11 their faces 
before Gotl, tc~ok place :is H e  sat upon His  celestial throne, ant1 
the voices \\-l?icln c!ecl?.rcd that the lcingtloms of this world are 
l,econ~e the kingc!onis of our Lortl. are heard in heaven. As these 
cl.cnts are transl,iring in heaven, the prophet glances earthnrarcl, 
and vie~i-s tlne n2..tions of earth:  and noting ~ l n a t  is transpiring 
an:ong tinem, he saj-s: " ;111rl the nations Ivcre angry, and th!- 
\\-r~.tln is cirine, nntl tlne time of tlne ~it . : i t l ,  that they s h o ~ ~ l t l  be 

i iudged, and that thou slnoultlest give re\\-art1 unto thy servxnts 
the l~rol;hets, and to tlie saints, al;d the~nn that fear tliy namc., 
small and gr,.at : a n !  s!nouldest destroy them I\-hich clestroy tlne 
earth." Rev. 1 I : IS .  

A11 11eal:en is non- astir, and earth is in commotion: for sonn 
llicliacl (Christ) is to. itnncl 1111, or hegin His  rcign. antl the 
sad story of sin is soc~? to reach its final conc!usion; for God's 
ctcr11.11 1-ingdnm is soon to he set up. 

J " I\-e are living. I\-e are tln-elling. 
111 3. gra11d 2nd a\\-fu! tinic; 

111 all age (011 ;~gc.s telling- 
To be li\.i~lg is sublime." 
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THE THE 

T HE twentieth c11al)tcr of Revelation is intleerl a I\-ondcrt'ul 
one. I t  treats of the hilitiil~g of Satan, of the 5econd resur- 
rection, of the attenll~tctl capture of t 1 1 ~  city of God. and 

of ihe finai pu11ishn;ent of the ungotlly. I n  sl~eaking of the bintl- 
ing of Satan th~r ing  the thousant1 years, antl thc final jutlg~nent. 
the revelator says:  " rllicl I sat\- a!l 2.ngcl ccmc down from 
heaven. l lavil~g the lie! of the bottomless pit antl a great chain 
in his hand. And Ile laid hold on the tlragon, that old serpent, 
1vhic11 is the devil, and Satan, ancl bo~~nc l  11i111 a thousand years. 
and cast llinl into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, anel set 
a seal upon him, that 11c sho111<1 decei1:e the nations no tilore. 
till the tl~ousancl ycars shoulrl be f~llfilletl : antl after that he must 
hc loosec! a little senson. ;\ntl 1 znn- thrones, ant1 the!: sat upon 
them, ancl jutlgment \\-as given tunto  then^: antl I saw the so~ils  
of then1 that n-t:re beht.atlcrl for the witness of Jesus, ant1 ior J 
the word of Gotl, and I\-hich ' hat1 not n.orshiped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had r ece i~cd  his marl< upon their fnrelleads, 
or in their hands ; and they lived and r e i g n d  ivith Christ a thou- 

"The reader will pardon a sliyht criticism. T h e  word : L , l ~ i i l r  i n  verse 
four ,  i n  the  expression " and  which had not  ~ ~ o r s h i : > e d  the  I~enar." e ~ i d c n t l y  
introduces another class. T h e  Grerk word !.ostcs is defined by L i ~ l ~ l e l l  and  
Scott 's  C!a.~r;ical 1.exicon : " \ \ 'homsoevcr : ~ ~ h i c h s o e ~ - e r  : i!vy o i i r  :, 1 1 . 7 ,  ctc. : " 
and  l ~ y  Ro!~insot~ 's  New Testament  Dictionary : ' '  One n 110 : some one \ ~ h o  : 
whosoever." Tile clause then would I J ~  r ightly translate(1. " and whosoever 
had not  ~vorshiped the  l~east." -4s one class. John saw the  mar ty r s :  and  a s  
another class. he  saw those who had not worshiped the  beast and  his  image. 
See  " Thoughts  on Revelation." 
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sand !cars. But the re<t of the dead l~vecl not again until the 
thnusanrl J ears 11 ere finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is he that hat11 part 111 the first resurrection: 
on such the second death hat11 no poiver, hut they shall l)e priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall rclgn nit11 Ilim a thousand 
I ears." Rev. 2 ~ .  1-6. 

The tl~ousxnd !ears above spolten of are  bounded br  two 
resurrections, the tirst resurrection introrlucing the pcriotl, ant1 
the second terlninating it. During this time Satan is bound ; and 
11 llile he is confined, the n iclted dead are judgecl 11) those who sit 
on thrones. Those i iho occupy the thrcncs ciuring the time are 
made up in part of the saints (martyrs) who \ \ere beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, and also of others 1 1 7 1 1 0  had not wor- 
s11il)ed the beast, neltl~er his image, nor hael received his illark in 
their foreheacls or in their hancls ; anel cluring the time in which 
the nicked dead are judged, they live and reign n it11 Christ a 
thousand years. 

The First Resurrection 

At  \\-hat period in the world's 1;isrory clo the righteous dead 
live? In  I Tlless. 4 :  14-17 n-e ha le  an ans~ver  to this inlportant 
question : " For  i f  n-e beliel-c that Jcs~is  died ancl rose again, 
even so them also ii-hich sleep in Jesus \\-ill God bring with Him. 
For  this Ive say unto you by t l ~ e  ivorcl of the Lord,  that we 
11-hic11 are alive and ren~ain unto tllc coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent them n-l1ic11 are at;lcep. Fnr  the 120rtl Hin~self  sliall 
descend from heaven n-it11 a shout. \\-it11 the voice of the arch- 
angel, and ~ v i t h  the t r ~ u ~ i p  of God : and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we ~vhich are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the cloucls. to meet the Lord in the a i r :  
and so shall we ever be nit11 the Lorcl." 

These verses teach us that two classes of saints will esist at  
the time of the first resurrection, the larger class of ~vhich are 
slun~bering in the t o n ~ h .  ancl tli7.t when the arcl~angel's trump 
shall so~und, the rigl~trous tleacl shall live again. Tlicn the saints 
which are ali1.e shall be caught up 11-ith the resurrected saints to 
meet the Lord in the air. 
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Paul declares that the resurrection of the righteous n-ill take 
I 

place when the L,ord himself shall descend from heaven with j 

a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and \\-it11 the trump 
of God. H e  afir111s this sanie truth in I Cor. 15 : j I .  52, in which 
he says: " Behold, I chon- you a :;iystery; n-e shall not all sleep 
[die], but we shall all be changed, in a inonlent, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at  the last trump ; for the trtimpet shall sound, and I 

the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and n-e shall be changed." i 

Thus the first resurrection takes place in connection with the 
second coming of Jesus Christ. As  we have alreadi- learned. the 
first resurrection introtluces the one thousand !-ears of Revelation 
20. The revelator says. " Elcssed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection," Iroi11 the fact that the second death \\.ill 
have no polver over them, showing that the first resurrection is 
a resurrection ~117to life eternal. 

A moment's considerarion is all that is necessar? to con\-ince 
one that \\henever Christ may colne, I-Ie nil1 find some on the 
earth li\itlg up to the best light they have. Such will be preparecl 
for the conling of the Just One. The] will look up, and elclaim, 
" Lo, this is our God ;  T T ~  have waited for Him, and H e  n-ill save 
US." Isa. 2 j : 9. 

Brightness of Christ's Coming - Its Effect 

The wicked are not able to endure the glory ~vliich attends I 

I 
thc second coining of Christ. 'This grcat event \\.ill take place 1 
under the sixth seal, which is introduced in tllc sixth cllapter of 
Revelation, in ~vl-hich the rcvrlator speaks thus : " *Ind I beheld 
when he had opened the sixth sral, aiitl, lo, there {vas a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as saclicloth of hair, and 
the nioon became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell t u ~ t o  the 
earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimsl!- figs, n.11en she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. And the hcavcn departed as a scroll 
when it is rolled together, and cvrr!- mountain ant1 islantl were 
moved out of their places. And  the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich ment a~;d the chief captains, antl the 
mighty men, and every bondman, antl every free man, hit1 them- 
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selves in the dens and in the roc!is of the mountains; and said 
to the mountains a11d rocks. Fall on us, antl hitle us from the 
face of Him that sirteth on the tilroile, silt1 froin the \\rat11 of 
the I.amb : for the great (lay of I i i s  11 rat11 is collie ; ant1 \I ho shall 
be able to stand? " Rev. 6: 12-17. 

This scripture brings to vie\\- cartli's last praj-er nleeting. Cut 
it is different from all otlicr Ira! zr iiitctings in tllat tlle n.icket1 
only offer up supplications. They clo not asli for l~ardon of sin 
and for grace divine. but 0111~- beg to be shieltled froni the 
vengeance of Hiin that sittctll u l~on the throne. Alas! none of 
them are able to stantl, and rhe result of that constmliilg glory 
is as stated by Paul in his letter ro the Thcssalonian brethren, 
( ' A I I ~  to you ~ v h o  are troubletl. rrst lvith us, \\-hen the Lortl 
Jesus shall be revealed froin 11eavc.n \\-it11 His mighty angck, in 
flaming fire taliing 1-engcance on them that l<no\v not God, ant1 
that obey not the gospel of cur  Loi-(1 Jesus Christ : n-ho sliall be 
punished with everlasting destruc!ion from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of Hi s  power: when H e  sliall come 
to be glorified in I-lis saints, aild to be atlmiretl in all them that 
believe . . . in that day." 2 Tlic:,~. I : 7-10. 

11-e are taught in this scripture that the living ~viclzed, at  the 
second con~ing of Christ, are to I)e destro~-etl 11~- the brig11ti:ess of 
that coli~ing. Four grcat eb-ents n-ill take place when Christ 
appears: First, thc resurrectioil of tlle r ig l~teot~s  dead: sccoild, 
the translati011 of the r ig l l teo~~s  ll\.iilg : third, the tlcstruction of 
the livii'g 11-icketl I>!- the l,rig.l~tne.;\ of tlle second atll-ent : fourth, 
the bintling of Satan. The :jaillts are talcen to those n:ansions 
that Christ 113s gone to prepare. jo1111 r t :  1-3. '\'\-it11 the ssints 
trailslatetl to hcavcn and the liviiig \\.icketl tlestro!-ctl, the earth 
is left 11-ithout inhabitant, and i l l  this contlition it will remain 
for one thoiisand years. 

Will the World Be  Converted? 

The \\ortl millennit~m is not 211 espressioil found in the Bible, 
tliougli oftcil used in tliscourses. The nard signifies a thousant1 
years, antl in a theological sense refers to the thousand years 
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spokcn of ill Revelatic11 20. 3o111e have supposed that just prior 
to thc n~ i l l enn iu !~~  the n.orltl \\.ill be convertetl, antl that during 
the ~iiillenniull~ t!lere \\-ill lje a reign of lxace antl quiet, and that 
tlleii the n~tic>ils \\-ill !earn \ \ar  no more. Such a vic\v ma>. be 
1~leasiilg, but is the position t r ~ i t h f ~ i l ?  Tllere are scriptures ~ v l ~ i c h  
seen; to forbit1 s:ic11 an esl)osition of this subject. 

111 3 I a t t l i e ~ ~ ~  tl~irtccn the Saviour utters a parable in ~vliich 
H e  states that the kingtlom of heaven is like a inan \\-110 son-ed 
goocl seed in his field, but \\-hile he slept, an enemy entered and 
sowed tarcs: and \\-lien tlic grain sprang up, and brought forth 
fruit, tl1e11 the tares appearetl. The  servants of the housel~older 
came, a i ~ d  said unto l~ im,  " Didst thou not so\\. gootl seetl in thy 
field ? " :inti recc.i:.ing an afiirinative ans\ver, they said in astonish- 
iilent. " Fro111 \vlielize llath it tares T " H i s  reply \ras, "Aln enemy 
hat11 dolie this." The feelings of the servants were stirred, anrl 
they saitl, " IITilt tl1011 that 11-e go and gather thein u p ?  '' And 
he said, ' ' Ko. iiideec!: for i11 so doiilg you endanger the \\.heat. 
Let  hot11 grow together until the bar\-?st. Then I will say to the 
reapus .  Gather first the tares. and bind them in bundles to burn 
tlic~n. 11~it ga t l~er  the wheat into 111~- barn." 

*Aitcr t l ~ e  congre~at ion \\-as tlismissetl, antl Jesus had entered 
a near-!~y residence. the discil?les came to  Him. sa!-ing. " Declare 
unto us t l ~ e  !?arab?c of the tarcs of tile field." Granting their 
request, H e  saitl. " ITe that son-c:h the good seed is the Son 
of 111a1i : the firltl is the Y~-orld : tlic good seer1 are the children of 
the Iciiigtlom ; b : ~ t  the tares &re tile children of the ~viclied one : 
the elleu;!. tlixt son.ctl them is tlie clevil: tlie harvest is the entl 
of the \vorltl : and the reapers arc the angels. _ i s  therefore the 
tares arc gat1:ert.d ant1 hilrnetl in the iire: so shall it be in tlie 
entl of this I\-orld. T l ~ e  S(1n of 11:::n sllall sent1 forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of His l i i~~gdrlm [the \vorlrl, the ter- 
ritory of the Iiingtlonlj all tilings tliat oflrntl, and thein \\-hie11 
(lo ii~iilt~lty, ant1 shall cast t1ie111 into a furnace of fire : there shall 
be \vailing anti g i~ashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun iii tlie kingdom of their Father." ?-erses 

37-43. 
The  explanation o l  this parable is so plain that comment 
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\\-o111c!. seen] out of p!ace Hon t'vvi.. let u i  kec.11 in min~ l  that the 
\vl;cat ai;d the tarcs \\-ere to gi-o\; togeti~cr until the harvc>t, ancl 
tliat rhe Ilarvest is t l ~ e  cnd of tllc \I-orlrl. This l)c.i~~,a true, lioth 
riyliteous and n-iclied n.ili exist Iil ~ l l r  \vorltl until tile appz;lring 
of the S a v i o ~ i ~ ,  ~cacll ing mt~t-t conclusively that the n-01-lcl's con- 
\-crsicon can nc?t take 1?1nce l ~ r c i c ~ t i s  to the ~ C C I I I ~ ( I  ~ ~ i l l i l l g  of C'lirist. 

The apostle I'atil dcclartr; in 2 Tim. 3 :  1-5 that bccausc 11:~11 

sllall be lo\-crs of their on-11 sclvcs, co\ -c t~us .  boasters, i>l-outl: 
blaspheniers, disobedient to  parents, tr~~ce-11rca!cers, fiercr, de- 
spisers o f  tllose that are good, lovers of pleasul-c. illore than !o\-crs 
of Gotl, having a ft,rnl of gotllii:ess, but tlt.n!-ing the 1)on-cr 
thereof, the l:!bt days \\-ould be perilous ones. The expression 
" last (lays " i l i ~ ~ s t  i~lclude the vel-! last c l n ~ - .  thus clearly teach- 
ing tliat even to the very last (lay the times \\-ill IIC perilous. 
I t  \\-ill an age o f  brilliant lxetcntions, but sad realities. 

The Binding of Satan 

In K.-v. 20: I ,  2, it is stated that Satan n a s  bound a thou- 
sand j~ears, that I1c \\.as c;st into the bc~ttoi~~less pit, t!lat lie 
should deceive the nations no rnc~i-e until the thou.antl ycars \\-ere 
iinisl~ccl, and that after  hat he slioultl be !oosctl a little s.;.ason. 

E\,er  since the fall c ~ f  inan. Sat211 llas been going to anti fro 
in the n-,~rld !ikc a roai-iilg lion, sceking 1ili0111 he migilt clcvour. 
H e  has 11ec.n the tlccei\-er of tlie i~ations. We has " matlc tlle 
earth to trcn:l~le." Tliroug!~ sin 11e llas caused it to become a 
\viltlerness, antl " tlestro>-ctl t l ~ e  cities tl~crcof," ancl has liot ol~cnetl 
the prisoil-hotise jgra\-e j of liis prisoners. Isa. 14 : 12-1 7. Z11t 

Cllrist has ccil~q:ie~-zcl, antl \\.ill Ilring the righteous pi-isoners 
from their l ~ r i s o n - l ~ o ~ ~ s e s  ( the graves) i t  H i s  sccond colning. 
This n-underful and long-1oolit.d-for e\-ent is the signal for the 
ljil~dilig of S::t::n. 

alreat1)- statccl, at  the c o n ~ i : ~ g  o i  the l l e s s i a l~  tlie rig11lcou.s 
(lend arc raisctl. '\\-it11 the then living saillts, the!- ascend to  
~nee t  the L.ord in mic!-I~eaven, The  n-ickrtl nre tlcstro!-ecl by the 
brightness tliat atte~icls Christ's coming. aiicl Satan is l ~ ~ ~ n t l .  
The earth is lcft \\-itllout an inllaljitant. Ant1 because of the great 



E a r e  i n f o r n ~ e d  ( R e v .  2 3 :  4) that  c l ~ ~ r i n g  the thousnll(1 
years the rightcnus sit u11o11 t l~roi les  r ~ f  jutlglncnt ; tllat 
t11r)- a r e  t o  liarticipate in t!le jutlglncnt. 'The general 

belief is tha t  11-hen the 'L>a! of J ~ ~ t l g m e n t  s!lall arl-i\-c, all man- 
Iiilltl shrill 11c s ~ u n l n o ~ ~ e t l  l:~eil~,re ;he I ~ a r  of Gotl, antl the Jutlge 
511311 c o ~ ~ s i g n  t l ~ e  righteous t o  life unending., antl the  wicked t o  

7 .  

etcrnal c o n t l e i ~ ~ ~ ~ a t i l ~ n .  l h i s  can not bi. t rue,  f r c ~ l ~ l  the fact that  
sucli a course on the par t  of o u r  l ~ c ~ ~ - i . ~ ~ l y  1:atl;er n-auld not be a 
jutl;:.~:~ent i l l  fact,  ljut sill?pl!- a 111-onc~unci~lz of sentence ~ ~ - i t l l o l ~ t  
in\-estigation. 117 the j ~ i ~ i g i i l ~ ~ l t  of tilt grcat  clay, li(~)t onl!- \ \- i l l  
il~-tiol:s l)e consi(le1-cil anti passecl upon. 11ut the 1:rofi;'~~s tha t  
p r c ~ ~ n ~ t e d  those actiolls \\-ill be ilivcstigatcrl. 

'Tlie above cc-!llclu<ion is sustaine(1 1 , ~ -  a tleclaration recordctl 
i l l  Ecc!. 3 : 16, 17 :  "-11111 liloreu\.er, I sa \ r  unc!cr thi. su11 the place 
o f  ju t lg l i~e l~ t ,  that \ v i ~ I i ~ t ! ~ ~ e ~ s  T ~ R S  there : ant1 tlic place of right- 
eousiless, tllat iilirl~~~t!- \\.as there. I said in mine heart.  Go11 shall 
iutlze the r ig l~ teous  alitl t1:c TT-ic1~c.d: fo r  tllrre is a t ime there 
for  ever!- purpose ant1 for e\-er!- \\.orli." T h u s  evel-!- 1)urposc and  
every n-orli \\-ill 11e iilveitigatccl. TT\O classes \\ill 11e jutlgetl:  
na!l~cly, tllc rigllteo1.1~ and tile ~ ~ i c l i e d .  11-c art. also i l~ formed 
tha t  stil! a third cia.+ ni l1  lje j~1cl~c11. 'rllis ciass is namt-tl in  
I Cor. 6 :  I ,  2.  3 :  " llai-c an!- of !-ou. Ila;.ing a ni:ltter against  
a n o t l ~ e r ,  go to l a ~ v  l ~ e f o r e  t!le u n i u t  nntl not I ~ r f o r c  tllc sa in t s?  
110 j ~ e  not iinon- th~xt the saints silrlll jutlc: tlie ~vi)r l i l  ? . . . 1<1107!' 

ye not  that \Ye ,<lir!ll judge ange ls?  hon- m~1c11 more things that 
pertain to this l i fe? " 

95 
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seen were fleeing from the banlc, antl \\-hen arrestctl and esanlinetl, 

secreted booty was discovered on tlie person of each. E!. the 
decision of the grand jur!-, 11s. A ant1 l t r .  11 \\-ere cleared fro111 
all suspicion, \vliile the othel three \\-ere bound over b!- tlie grand 
jury to appear before the circuit court, \\-Iiich is to decitle ho\\- 
much punishn~ent sl~all  be nleted out to the culprits. 

\RTe all, having sinned. are suininoned to appear before the 
heavenly bar, and i c  the investigative jut1gmcnt.- the h o ~ i r  of 
God's judglnent,- those who have the imputetl I-igliteousness of 
Christ, are pronounced free Irom guilt, and are stlbjects for the 
first resi.irrection, \vhile the \\-iclictl are bouncl over to  heaven's 
great circuit court, its session lasting a tliousaild years, between 
the first and the secoiltl resurrcctiol~s. The saints \\-ho ha\-? been 
justified in the investigative jutlgliient iunite \\-it11 .the heavenly 

host ill judging the n-iclccd dead and the fallen angels. \I7ho 
k u l d  possibl!- appear against Satail and 11-ickecl men, antl pi-esent 
against then1 so strong evidence as the saint \ ~ h o  has been temptecl 
b!- the one, and persecuted by tlie cother? T1:~is the saints will aitl 
in judging the world antl the fallen angels. 

The Books of Record 

The Scriptures teach that a record n i  men's lives is kept. 
and ill the j~ldgnlent the books of rccorcl I\ ill be iiltroduced to 
tleten~iine the tlcgrec of reward or ptlnis!linent. 

The  revelntor. in speaking i~poii this point, sa! s. "Alnd I 
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God : and the b o ~ l i s  
11 ere opened : antl anc3tlicr hook n as opened, 11 hich is the Eook 
of Life ; and the dead n ere judged out of tllose things i\ hich 11 ere 

nri t ten in the l,ool\s, accordillg to their \\arks." Rev. 20 :  12. 

Three books are introtluce(l in this verse. I t  cleclares that " the 
books "- plural - were opcnecl. X plural ma! signif! Illore tllail 
t \ \o ,  biit not less. S o  at  leaqt t ~ o  are iiientionctl in the tern1 
" the books." Then the \\,riter add<, " anotkcr llook 11 as openetl," 
and this book is na~-ned " tlie Uook of Life." I'hece same books 
arc spnkcn of in other portions of the Ci!~le b!- tlifferent n riters. 
I n  Alalacl11. chapter 3 : 16, 17, I\ e read : '. Then the! that feared 
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the Lord spalie often one to another; allel the 1,ord harkened, and 
heart1 it, and a hook of rri:leiilbrallce \\-as writtell bcfore Hi111 

for thein that feared the L,ortl. alltl that thought upon His naine. 
A l i l t l  the!. shall I?? mine. saith the Lord of I~osts, in that day \\-hen 
I iiial<e up 111~- je~vels:  and I will spare theill. as a illail spareth 
Ilia on 11 so11 that stn-eth hin:." 

These \erses h r i i~g  to vie\\- a hook, called the " Cook of 
Renleii:brancc." I t  is stated that this bt~oli \\-as I\-ritttn hefore 

the Lorti for them :hat fear?;.] Him,  and that thought ul)oi~ His  
ilanle. Fro111 this it is evident that seine angelic halid is chroni- 
cling the, acts of those \\.I10 fear the Lord ant1 ineditate 011 H i s  
naille. .-lntl those incli~.id~tals the Lord clrclares shall he His  " i l l  

that :la!- " ( t h e  jutl_=-iilent) when H e  shall iilake 1111 His  jc\vels. 
Thus  11-r ma!- safci>- coilclutle thrit the acts of those \\-ha lia\~c 
come in covrnailt relation I\- it!^ Christ are recortlecl. 

Tliis has heel? true since tile fall of man. Satail introduced 

sin into the ~uinivcrse. 2nd man, through Satan's wily temptation. 
iiltrociuced it 111to the 11-orld. Sin could never have harmed mat1 
had lie not s~u-rcndercd to it. " El11 \\-here sill ahountlccl, grace 
did i~liich 1lic)re abountl." Rom. j : 20. Ant1 \\-hen the reinled!- 
for sin. :lie gospel, \\-as nlatlc l<l~o\\- l~,  tht. right of choice \\-as 
restored to 111an. The  choice affected his life either for good 
or bac-I, and his sets have heen rccortlerl by ailgzlic hailtls. Thc 
(!zeds o i  tlidse \\-!lo ha\-c !~rofcsse~I Christ 21-e \\.ritten in tlie Rook 
of R~nlen?brnnce. 11-l~ile the acts of the wicked, nnrl .only tjie 
wicl<e(~l. are ~yrittcin iin another l~ook.  

\\~ht.n Israel hac! a!:costatized fro111 God, the l>rophet Jere- 
miah sa..s, " Fcir th(oug11 tliott \:-ash thee \\-it11 ilitre. ant1 take 
thee niucln coal7. yet tl~ill: iinicluity is 1:larkcd Ixfore me, saith the 
Lortl." Jer. 2 .  22. Tile 1-:.st1 spea!;ing through Isaiah, antl 
notiilg t!le clet.tls of the ~ulf-rigl~tc.o:1s, I\-liich say to their fe1lo11-s, 
" I ail1 holier tlnan thou." tleclxrccl rrf t l icn~. " I~el~ol i l ,  it is written 
hefore m e :  I 11-ill not I;cel~ silence, hut n-ill reco;npellse, even 
reco~~l l~ci lse  iiito th1.-ir l~ocol:~." Isa. 6:: 6. Th~1.s Ive again learn 
that sin ant1 iniq~lity are \\-ritten before the Lorrl. 

Tlie 11oo!c of life contai~ls tlie nnli:es of all those \vlic3 come 
into covrilant relntiollship n-irh Christ, n-hether they remain faith- 
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Resurrection of the Wicked Dead 

The  judgment of the wicket1 (lead terilliilates \\-ith the thou- 
sand years. At that time John the rerelator declares that the 

I 
rest of the dead (the n-icltetl) live again. Rev. 20: ;. Christ's 
voice calls forth the countless throng, nun~berless as the sand 
upon the seashore. I\-hat a scene! They come up as the! \vent 
do\vn,- m a n  of them filled it11 rebellion, hatred, strife, and 1 

enmity. They went down t ran~gressors  of God's la\\-, and come 
up sinners. Some departed this life cursing the name of God. 
Others went do\\ n thirsting for po~ver  and fame ; they coine up 
filled ~ v i t h  the saixe spirit. 711~;. bear traces of disease and 
death. I n  the first resurrection the righteous are clothed \\-it11 
youth, beaut), vigor, a i d  inlniortalit!. The appearance of the 
wicked is characterized by neakness and decay. 

As  Christ descends to  resurrect the I\-icked dead, Hi s  foot 
rests upon the hlount of Olives, that 11 onderful historic iuoui~t  
from wliich H e  ascended to  heaven, and \\here the angels de- 
clared H e  should come again. The prophet Zechariah sa!s of 
Christ : " ?'he Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with 
thee." "-Ant1 His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount 
of Olives, nhich is before Jcrusalein on the east, and the 11lotunt 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof, . . . and there shall 
be a very great valley. And the Lord shall be kiilg over all 
the ear th ;  in that da j  shall there be one Lord, and His  name 
one." Zech. 14 : 4, 9. S o  nluch of the sin-cursed earth sliali 
then be purified by the magic touch of the Redeemer. The  
wicked will see the saints of God renarcled. The  citv of God - 
the Ken7 Jerusalem - appears in all its surpassing glory, descend- 
ing from God out of heaven, and rests on the plain prepared for 
it. Jesus ant1 His  redeemed saints 11o\1r enter it. ,111 the inhab- 
itants of the ~vorld,  both the saved and the unsaved, 1 1 o ~  before 
Jesus, the righteous through reverence, and the I\-iclced through 
fear. 'Thus every Itnee shall bo\\- and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord of all. Phil. 2 : 10. 11. 

During the thousand years, when the wicked nations were 
ilumbering in death, and the nations of the saved \yere in heaven, 

T h e  'Two Resurrections rog 

Satan was bountl, having no one to  deceive. IThe17 the second 
resurrection takes place, the wicked live again, and John says, 
" And \\-hen tlie tho~!sancl years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of 111s prison, and si~all  go out to deceive the nations which 
are in the four quarters of the earth. Gog and l l agog ,  to  gather 
them together to  battle, the nuinber of 1v11o111 is as the santl of the 
sea." Rev. 20: 7,  8. H e  ilo\v has subjects to  deceive, antl ir; 
therefore " loosetl." 

The  company inside of the city is very small compared with 
the great multitude outside. Satan,  the great deceiver, inspires 
the vast, ~vicketl 1111st ~ v i t h  the thought that they can capt~:re the 
city, pos"es its throne, and gain the dominion of the worltl. 
'Fhere are men in that great ariny 1v11o never lost a battle, inen 
n-110 through their pride and ambition had carried on warfare 
so successfully as to  cause nations to tremble and kingdoms to 
fall. I\-ith Satail at  the head of that immense multitude, they 
surround the city of God to capture it. The last cro\\-ning act 
on the part of the lvicked in the world's drama is now reached. 
antl the great controvers~- between Christ and Satan is to ter- 
minate favorably for the cause of right. 

Jiist as the final blon' is  to be struck by the attacking army, 
lo, "tire came down fro111 Got1 cut of heaven, and devoured 
the111 [the ~vickerl]. r ind the devil that clecei\led them \\-as cast 
into the lake of fire antl bri111stonc, \\-here the beast and the false 
~ r o l ~ h e t  are, and shall he torinentcd day and night ' forever ancl 
ever.'' Rev. 20: 9, 10. The terix '' forever and ever" can not 
mean to all eternity, froill the fact that it is liinited by the expres- 
sion '' da!. and night." 

The  expression (' forever and ever " seems to indicate the 
surety of Satan's final extinction. But day arid night will suc- 
ceed each other long enough to \vitiless his ani~ihilation. 

Satan, thr  great rel~el  chieftain, suffers on and on, long after 
- 

' The espression clouhtless means that Satan and his followers will be 
tormented as long as the present system of day and night shall continue. In  
Isa. 30:  25 we are told that in the eternal state there will be a new system 
of day and night, very different frotii the present one. Atid Job 2 6 :  10 ex- 
plicitly states that the present arrangetilent of day and night will come to an 
end. 







I 10 Our Paradise H o m e  

l~armless. And in the rcstitutio:~ Isaiah says : " The I\-olf anr! 
the lamb shall iced together. x n t l  the liqn shall eat stra\\- like 

the blillock; and dust sliall be the serpent's meat. The\- shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all illy 11(11!- n~ou i~ ta in ,  saitli the Lortl." 
Isa. 65 : 2 5. 

As  the animals sliall exist in tlle ile\v earth, the!- 011-e that 
existence eitltcr to a resurrectioll or  a ne\\- creation. The 1;salm- 
ist seems to indicate the latter. 111 Ps. 104: 28. Z(J.  30, David, 
in spcalcing of the animals, sa!-s: "'Thou hidest tli!- face. they 
are troublell; Tliou takest a\:-a!- their breath, the!- die aild return 
to their dust. T11ou se i~~ lcs t  forth Thy  Spii-it, the!- are crcatetl. 
and Thou rcne\\-est the facc' of the earth." Thus the anin~als 
that shall exist 111 the nc\v earth ~vill be createtl \\-hen the face 
of the earth is renewed. Isaiah, in speaking of thcm still farther, 
sa!-s in the eleventh chapter, verse six, " T11e \volf also shall 
tl\vell with the lamb, antl the leapard shall lie tloi\-11 \\-it11 the 
k id;  and the calf and tile young lion and the fatling together: 
and a little child shail leatl them."-another evitlence that the 
ravenous disposition of the beasts sliall be talcen a\\-ay. 

T o  Isaiah, above all the prc~phets of the Olti Testamellt. 
were revealed the glories of the \i-nrld to conle, and he gi\-es 
11s a vivid description o i  it as it sl1a:l exist in the future ages. 
ISe devotes the I\-hole of the thirt!--fifth chapter to a liarraticon 
of it. H e  says in tlie first verse: " T h e  \\.iltleriless aiid tlie 
solitary place sha!l 11r glad for t!lc111 : ant1 the tlesert sha!l rcjoice, 
and 11lossoi11 as the rlxe." 

This scriptul-c seciils to teach that the tiwe \\- i l l  con~e  \\.l~en 
the clesrrt sliall l)e clothed \\-it11 1-ertlure. Al \ I -onderf~~l  cl~aiige 
indeeci, coiiil~arecl \\it11 that ~vhich the e!.e of tile traveler noiv 
sees :is he liassfi over the sandy l~la in  of the vast Sahara, stretch- 
ing h~mtlretls of nliles in :cngtll, ant1 so hroatl that it takes tlaj-s 
to cross it. X o  Xrccn trees or g-ecn fields grcct the vision. Cut 
in t11r restitution, the vcrtlant fielrls ant1 grand forests \\-ill spring 
forth, for its barrenness sh~ill !)c oi~iiterated. 

The prophet cont i i i~~es:  " I t  s!iall I>Iosson~ ahuntlantly. and 
rejoice even \\-it11 jo!- ant1 ing i i lg :  tilt. glory of Lcbsnon sllall be 
given ulito it, the excellent!. of Car~nel and Sharon, the! shall 
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see tllc glory of' tlie Lortl, ant1 the escellenc!- of our God." In  

al~cient t in~es  the ftorests of T~.cbailol~ n-cre rcno\\-ne(l t l i r n ~ ~ g h o ~ t  
the Eastern \\-orlil. Thcy \\-ere stately ant1 bca~~tit 'ul  in appear- 
ance, ancl \\-lien all shall lie brought baclc in tlie restitutic;ll, those 
hezut;iul frrre>Ls, such as Lebanon once protluccd, \\.ill grace the 
tlcsert \\-astea 

>ioui?t Cxi::nel, for the most part of the year, is entirel:: 
co\-cred ;\-it11 gl.i.el1. O n  its sun;i~lit are pines anrl oaks. ant1 near 
its base the soil is covered with olive antl 1auri.l trees; I~urst ing 
frc-,111 its sitles are i1umerov.s springs, g i ~ - i h g  rise to many crystal 
brooks that f?o\\- hurrir~rl!!- a l r~~1g bct\\.een banks tl1icl;ly over- 
g ro~vn  \\-it11 \.ines of el-er!- class. 

Sharon is a plain adjoining the seacoast of Palestine be- 
ti\-eel1 Gal-incl antl ]op],n, sollie sirt!. nliles in length. The soil is 
l~ ighly  l)ro(lucti\e. The ~lncultivatcd parts of the plain in tlle 
sluing ant1 earl!. sam~l icr  are co\-t.retl \vith a rich l~rofusion of 
flo\\-ers. The propilet says that 311 tlie ver(lure, fertility of soil, 
ant1 the 101-ely f lo~icrs  o l  C'arn:e! ant1 Sharon sliall he hcsto\vctl 
ul~oil the wild desert in the future restitution. ;iniaziiig trans- 
foriuation ! 

Tlioasalitls ha\-e l~erished in crossing the great desert of 
Sahara. I'lle boiles of mcn and !,east.; are bleaching on its arid 
I\-astvs. 1-ast caravans are crossing, year by year. at the prcscnt 
time, ant1 as they loc>k at the b~irning sand, ant1 barel!. escape 
being hilrictl I~eneath it5 tlrifting clouds, could tiley realize tl1r 
chanyc that a \ ~ a i t s  it. the!- 11-ouid loiig for the time to come \~rhen 
it ~ 1 ~ ; 1 1 1  be atlornet! \\-it!? its l!rnl,ii-c.(l beauty. In  viru- of the 
glory and grnntleur that is tc? arra! tlie \\.orl(l at  last, the prophet 
52)s in I-cr.ie3 t1:rec ;111cl four :  " ,'trzngtllen ye the \veal: llantls, 
ant1 con5rtll the feeble lalccs. Sa!- to thein that are of a f5arful 
hr.al-t, Cc- strlmfi.. fe2.r not:  bt1;old. your God \\ill come ~vi th  
\,cngcanl-c, eT;cn Got1 \\-it11 a recnnlpense: Ile \\-ill come ant1 
sa\ e yoll. 

I'osscssiilq such a hope as thi:. connected ~v i th  tlic tlio~lght 
of s c e i n ~  t!le l<ing of that cotuntry in IIis I~enuty, patriarchs ant1 
l)rol?llcts apostles aiid C'llriqtians of a11 ages, have ciitluretl tlle 
crosses ant1 Irjsscs of life :\-it11 a fortiturlc that has astonishc.rl 
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those not act~lated by such a glorious I~ope. The apostle Paul 
stntes the case clearly \vhen he declares : '; O u r  light affliction, 
n-hich is but for a nlcxl~ent, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory;  \\-hilc we loolc not at the things 
~vhich are seen, but at the things which are not seen. for the 
things n.11ich are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not sc:en are eternal." 2 Cor. 4 :  17, 18. 

The  things \\-it11 which we have to  do here, are, as the apostle 
says, temporal. \\.e live amid chailging seasons, changing tem- 
perature, changing associations : indeed, mutation is n-rittei~ upon 
ever]-thing earthly. Kothi~lg  seems to be substantial except the 
changeless s tars ;  ant1 our 11eavenl)- Father has seemingl!- hung 
tlren~ out like goltlen lamps in the sky to flash across our path- 
ivay the sublime truth that " tlie things which are not seen are 
eternal." The  glories that shall robe our sin-cursecl planet are 
not teml-lorary, but real. H e  ~ 1 1 3  realizes this shall be strength- 
ened, though his hands may be weak antl his knees feeble. 

X further descri~)tion by tl:? prophet is contained in Isa. 

35 : 5 ,  6:  " Then the e!-es of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of 111e deaf shall be ~instoppcd. T!;en shall the lame man 
leal) as an hart, and the tongae of the tlunib sing : for in the wil- 
derness shall ~vaters break out, and streams in the desert." 

Eotlily infirnlities affect the mintl. I l a n y  a blind man has 
gone t h r o ~ ~ g h  life sat1 and disconsolate because 11e could not  vie^\- 
the gnltlen sunrise, and the glcric,us sunset. because 11e c o ~ ~ l d  
not see the towering mn~untaii~s ant1 gaze 11pon the verdant l>laiis, 
or  look fa r  out upoii the blue ocean. Henring of these beautiful 
things, he sighs, antl esclaims, '' f l o w  1 wish I co~ild see! " A 
blincl \\-oman one day reatling ~ v i t h  her indes finger the raised 
~vords,  " T h e n  the eJ.es of tlle blilld sl~all  be opened." lifted her 
sightless eyeballs, as if to  gaze :XI her seeing frientl, and said: 
" H a s  this scripture yet been fulfilled?" \\-lien the negative 
answer was given, and it \\.as es1)lained that some day in tll? 
rene\\-ed n-orltl she woultl see, her eyes fillet1 i\-ith tears, and 
sn~il ing through th(-ise tcars, she saitl. " I must be there through 
the grace of Gorl." 

The  deaf man, though blessetl with eycsigllt to view the beau- 

ties of the 11-orltl, ilever hears its melotlics. The  human voice, 
s~\-eet antl music~ll, he liezrs no:. Tlle singing 11irtls he heeds 
!lot, ant1 music, soft and inelotlious as a far-a\\-ay ~vinclharp, he 
does 11ot rccoqnize, but in that " some s~veet day"  he will hear 
saints and angels sing t l ~ e  harmonics of the better land. 

" Then slinll the l a n ~ e  inan leap as an  hart." The hart is a 
species of (leer, celebrated for its elegance and grace. I t  is also 
noted for its fleetness. Such will be the characteristic of the 
lame man in the \\-orld to come. Here,  leaning hard on cane 

.! or crutch, he is inspiretl with ambition to keep pace with his 
friends: yet mortified as he realizes that he is impeding their 
progress. Eehind him he hears tlie quick step of strangers, and 
feels that he is in their \\-a!.. H e  is soon outdistanced. H e  then 
longs for tho day to come n-hen he can leap as a hart. 

The prophet sa)-s farther : " The  parched ground slial! become 
a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water. . . . And an high- 
way shsll be there, and a uray, and it shall be called The  way 
of h o l i ~ ~ e s s :  the unclean shall no: pass over i t ;  . . . nor any 
ravenous beast shall go  up thereon." Verses 7, 8, and g. The  
statement is not that there shall be no beast there, but no 
rn; ,r~iol is  one. Isaiah then presents to us a picture of the peace 
and ha~~pii less that shall grace that land by penning these words : 
"-111cl the ranson~ed of the L,ortl shall return! and come to 
Zion \\-it11 songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads ; they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
a .  Isa. 35 : 10. 

1 One more quotation fro111 the prophecy of Isaiah in relation 
to the condition that shall exist in the renewed earth, and we ~vil l  
notice \\.hat some other inspired ~vriters have to offer in regard 
to the same s~ul-inspiring subject. In  Tsa. 55  : 13, vTe read, 
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and inztead of 
the brier shall come LIP the myrtle tree : and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
off." Thorns are a part of the curse. as we learn in Gen. 3 :  18. 
They are to be removed \\-hen the Holy Spirit shall renew the 
face of the earth. \\7hen God spake the worltl into esistence, 
a h  the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters." Gen. 
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of the I..ord, and a royal diadcni in the hancl of th!. God." 
Isa. 62: 3. 

Some have questionetl I\-hetht:r these gates could be coi~i- 
pose11 of c)ne solitl l)earl, or \\-het11i.s of  earls thickly set in seine 

material. S11ch an objection can only esist in thc il1iiitl 11-llen 
\ve forget the mighty PO\\-er of God, \\-110 is j u ~ t  as able to create 
a large pearl as a sn~all  one. An!- objection ~vhich limits tlitr 
power of Gotl is unwortl~y of r11ir consideration. Truc hap- 
piness is horn of gen~iine faith, aiitl n-hen the apostle tlcclares 
the gates were of pearl, me can rest assured that sucli \\-ill bc 
the case. 

The apostle closes that nonderful cl~apter, the tn-entl--first 
of Revelation, by declaring that the nations of the saved shall 
bring thcir honor and glory into the city. This \\-ill be f~ i l -  
filled as the people of the different 11ations dn-elling in ever!. 
part of the earth coine up to \\-orship God and the La111b. That 
service \\-ill be one in ~\-llicIi Gdd \\.ill delight, and in its per- 
forrnallce the saints \\-ill rejoice far more than they \\-ill in the 
materia: glory nntl grantleur \\-it11 \\-hi& they are surrc~~u~tlctl .  
They shall knox  as the!- are I;rlo\\-n? and the faculties \\-hich God 
has planted in the soul shall find the sn.eetest ant1 truest erer-  
cise. The con~nlunion with one another and with the h o 1 ~ -  angels 
will be pure ar.d undefiled, and " the  \\-hole fan~il!- in heaven 
and earth " ( E l ~ h .  5 : 13) sliall exist as one throughout the cease- 
less ages of eternity. The n-ondcrful 101-e of Jesus as i i~ani-  
fested in the pian of sal~ration 1\1ill.constitute the song and scieilce 
of that better land. \ITe shall never tire of si~lging the sc~ng or 
of studying the science. 

The Tree and the River of Life 

The Revelation concl~ides wirh a descril)tion of the tree of 
life and the river of life, n-ithi11 the paradise of God. The 
prophet says : " And he shol\-ed nie a pure river of n.ater of 
life, clear as crystal, proceedillg out of the tlirc-me of Got1 and 
of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it. and 011 either 
side of the rivcr, was there the tree of life, \I-hich bare t\\-elve 
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niaiiner of fruits, and !.ielded her fruit every mr1nt11 ; and the 
leaves of the tree xe re  for the healiug of the natioiis." Rev. 
2 2 :  I ,  2. 

The trec of life, and the ri\-er of life issuing from the throne 
of lifc, are thcirles, \\11ic11, if \ye co~iteinl~late them in the light 
of I4im n-;lo is the a l~thor  c)i lifc, \\-ill enable 11s to gain 
that I~ea\-enl>- l?on:c. 'Ihe tree of life is in thr n~itlst of the 
strcet. ll~~rc!ocl;'s tr:uislatiiin of the S!-riac Ke\\- 'Testament 
reads, '' 111 the middle of the broad a\-enue." and it is also 
on either side of the river of life. The throne of Gotl is at the 
head of this l~roatl \\-a!. Thus the Lree of life grows into a 
inagnificent arc11 over that n-onderful strean?, spreading its 
branches far oil ever!- hanil. Let none think that the tree is 
dil??inutive, or that tlie street antl thc river are nari-o\v; but on 
the other liand, let us bear in nlind that the city itse!f is three 
11undred and sevei~t!.-iive 111iles on each siile, antl tlie river and 
the strect and the tree must bear a proportioilate rclatioii to  ali 
part> of the tit!- in .?rder to preserve its s!-n1111eti-y. 'The tree 
oi liicl I~cars t\\-clve kin!is of fruits : that is, it fruits t\\-elvc times 
a !-ear, as is i~lll:~cdi;ltei!- esl)lai!~ecl. " yieltling her fruit every 
month." 

Tlrcrc \\-ill he I?cltl in the cily general assemblies from time 
to time. , I s  our licavenly Father presci~tcd tlie future of our 
n-orld to the prophet Isaiah, he noticetl these gatherings. H e  
states as follon-s ill regard to them: " F o r  as tlie lieavens 
anc! the ne:v earth, which I will make, shall r e i ~ ~ a i n  before me, 
saith the Lord, so shall your secd and your lianle re~iiain. And 
it shail come to pass that f ro~l l  one new moo11 to anotlier, and 
from one Sabbath to ailother, shall all flesh come to worship 
before JIe, saith the Lord." lsa. 66: 22, 23. 

The day, the month, a~ i t l  the year are ~latural  divisions of 
time, The day is caused by the revolution of the earth upon its 
axis ;  tlic ~ilolith is ~neasurecl b!- the changing of the moon: and 
the !-ear hy the r e ~ o l ~ l t i o n  of -ihe earth around thc su11. Tlie 
n-eek. a dil-ision of tin:e reci)gnizeil I)!- all ci\,ilizetl nativns. is 
not iilarketl b!- an!- occurrrnce in iiaturc, !-et as a ili\-ision o f  tinlc 
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