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Chapter 1

The Need to Know God

Since the creation of this world, God
has sought to have fellowship with
mankind. He daily communed with
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.
Unfortunately, the richness of this com-
munion was spoiled when Adam and
Eve ate the forbidden fruit, yet God
continued to seek them. God has not
ceased desiring fellowship with the
creatures who were made in His own
image. He loves us very much and
wants to have continual fellowship with
us. He sent His only begotten Son to
die for our sins so that we could be re-
conciled to Him and restored to the
closeness of the fellowship He had with
mankind before they fell.

To restore fellowship with Himself,
God has revealed His character and at-
tributes in His word, the Bible, so that
mankind can know and love Him. A
knowledge of God is the most import-
ant knowledge we can have. God said,
“Thus saith the LorD, Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might, let not
the rich man glory in his riches: But let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that I
am the LoORD which exercise loving-
kindness, judgment, and righteousness,
in the earth: for in these things I de-
light, saith the LOorRD” (Jeremiah 9:23,
24).

The one thing we have a right to
glory in is that we understand and know
God, and specifically His character of

love. Surely we cannot understand and
know everything about God, yet we
should understand and know what He
has revealed about Himself in the
Bible. This knowledge is the most im-
portant information that can be ac-
quired.

Can you rightly say that you under-
stand and know God if you think He is
a pantheon of gods like the Hindus be-
lieve? Certainly not! In India there are
shrines on nearly every corner dedic-
ated to Hindu gods. They worship
monkeys, cows, elephants, peacocks,
three-headed and six-armed statues,
etc. They are confused about who God
really is, and this confusion keeps them
from having close fellowship with
Him.

To understand and know God, you
must first have a basic understanding of
who God is. You must understand
something about His identity and char-
acteristics before you can take the next
step of actually knowing Him on a per-
sonal level and building a relationship
with Him.

Having a basic knowledge of God’s
identity and character is not enough if
you do not take the next step and es-
tablish a relationship with God. Even
the devils have a basic knowledge
about God, but they refuse to submit to
God’s control. James wrote to His Jew-
ish brethren, “Thou believest that there
is one God; thou doest well: the devils
also Dbelieve, and tremble” (James
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2:19). Having a basic knowledge of
God is good, but you cannot end there.
A knowledge of God, regardless of how
correct it is, will not make you any bet-
ter than the devils if you do not invite
Him to live in your heart and submit
your life to be molded and shaped by
His pure character.

The Person of God

Is God a person? Is He a thing or a
committee? Who is God? These are im-
portant questions to answer and should
be easily answered by anyone who un-
derstands and knows God. This is basic
knowledge about God. Surprisingly,
many Christians are stumped by these
questions because they have been
taught that God is a ghostly, mysterious
vapor that pervades all nature.

Daniel was given a vision that helps
us understand God. He wrote, “I beheld
till the thrones were cast down [liter-
ally: ‘set up’], and the Ancient of days
did sit, whose garment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like the
pure wool: his throne was like the fiery
flame, and his wheels as burning fire”
(Daniel 7:9).

Someone called “the Ancient of
days,” who wears a white garment and
has white hair, takes a seat on a throne.
Shortly thereafter the “Son of man”
(verse 13) comes before Him. The An-
cient of days must be God, the Father.
According to the Bible our heavenly
Father is a real Person.

John was given a vision of this same
event and states, “And I saw in the right
hand of him that sat on the throne a
book written within and on the back-
side, sealed with seven seals” (Revela-
tion 5:1). Shortly after John saw this,
Jesus Christ approaches the throne and
takes the book out of His Father’s hand.

Again, we find that God is a real Per-
son who sits on a throne and has a book
in His right hand.

God must be a real Person, for Jesus
said, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). In
another place Jesus gave a warning,
“Take heed that ye despise not one of
these little ones; for 1 say unto you,
That in heaven their angels do always
behold the face of my Father which is
in heaven” (Matthew 18:10).

We should expect that God is a real
Person, for we were created in His im-
age and likeness (Genesis 1:26). When
we get to heaven, we will find that we
resemble God. We will not find a three-
headed monster with six arms or any
other strange thing like that. God’s out-
ward form is very much like our own.
This is the biblical description of what
God is like. He is truly a Person.

The writer of Hebrew states, “God,
who at sundry times and in divers man-
ners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds; Who
being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:1-3).

Here we learn that Jesus Christ is the
express image of God’s Person. There-
fore God must be a person, and Jesus
Christ is a real Person as well.

Paul confirmed this when He wrote,
“Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God” (Philippians 2:5-6).
The Greek word that was translated
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“form” means, “the form by which a
person or thing strikes the vision, ex-
ternal appearance” (Thayer’s Greek
Lexicon). God has an external appear-
ance, and His Son, Jesus Christ, has the
same type of appearance.

Knowing God

In His closing prayer to His Father,
after the last supper, Jesus said, “And
this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John
17:3). Jesus revealed that life eternal
depends upon knowing both the only
true God and Jesus Christ His Son.

What does it mean to know the Fath-
er and the Son? Does Satan know God
and His Son in the way Jesus was de-
scribing? Certainly not! If he did, then
he would have eternal life too, but we
know that Satan will come to an end.
The Bible says that he will be burned
up and turned into ashes (Ezekiel
28:13-19). Knowing God is more than
knowing about God. We must know
Him on a personal level. To know God
is to love God (1 John 4:7, 8). And this
begins with knowing His love for us
(1 John 4:19).

In the most well-known verse of the
Bible, Jesus said, “God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). When Jesus said God
“so loved the world,” He was saying
this is how much God loves you, He
loves you so much that He did
something for you—He demonstrated
His love for you by giving up His most
precious possession, His only begotten
Son.

If God had loved the world so much
that He gave a goat, you and I would

seriously question God’s love for us
because a goat would be an almost
meaningless gift for God to give up,
since it is something He created. If God
had loved the world so much that He
gave a human, what would we think
then? That is a little better than a goat,
but it is still a small gift because hu-
mans were also created. What if God
had loved the world so much that He
gave an angel? That is a better gift than
a human, but it still falls far short of
demonstrating how much God loves us.
You see, our understanding of God’s
love depends upon the value of the gift
He gave up for us. The more valuable
the gift He gave, the more we can see
His love for us.

God gave His only begotten Son. He
has others who are called “sons,” but
He only has one begotten Son. We can
be “sons of God” by adoption (Romans
8:14), angels are “sons of God” by cre-
ation (Job 1:6; 2:1), but Jesus Christ is
the only begotten Son of God. What
sets Jesus Christ apart from everyone
else in the universe, and by which we
know God’s love for us, is the fact that
He was begotten. This puts Him in the
closest possible relationship with God.

God knows, from firsthand experi-
ence, the most valuable possession a
person can have. He knows that noth-
ing is more valuable to a person than a
child whom they love. This is precisely
where God tested Abraham’s love and
loyalty when He asked him to offer his
beloved son, Isaac, for a sacrifice
(Genesis 22:1-12). Abraham’s willing-
ness to obey God’s command proved
that he loved God with all his heart. It
proved that he would be willing to give
up every possession he had for God.

The same thing is true with God.
When He gave up His only begotten
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Son, it proved that He is willing to give
up every possession, suffer any amount
of pain, and endure any hardship in or-
der to save those whom He loves. This
is what Paul meant when he said, “He
that spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all
things” (Romans 8:32).

John wrote, “Who is he that over-
cometh the world, but he that believeth
that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John
5:5). John stressed the importance of
believing that Jesus is the Son of God.
Without this belief, we cannot over-
come the world. Why is it so important
to believe that Jesus is the Son of God?
What if we believe that Jesus is the
friend of God, isn’t that good enough?
What if we think Jesus is the cousin of
God, or His uncle? Would it make a
difference in our ability to overcome
the world?

Suppose I said to you, “I love you so
much, I am going to send my friend,
Frank, to die for you.” What would you
think? You would probably wonder, If
you love me so much, why didn’t you
come and die for me yourself instead of
sending a friend to do it? But if I said,
“I love you so much, I am going to
send my son to die for you,” you would
know that my love is real.

My friends, God really means what
He says. He says that He gave His only
begotten Son. If Jesus Christ was not
the begotten Son of God before God
sent Him into the world, then what did
the Father give up? Many sincere
Christians believe that Jesus Christ is
an exactly equal, same-aged companion
of the Father. If this were true, then all
the Father gave up was a friend, a com-
panion! If this were true, then the One
who loves us the most is Christ, be-

cause He is the One who willingly died
for us.

It is true that Jesus Christ loves us
very much, and we praise and thank Him
for that love. However, the Bible teaches
that God, the Father, suffered tremend-
ously when His Son was suffering under
the weight of our sins. (Compare Psalm
18:4-11 with Matthew 27:45-51.) In Ab-
raham and Isaac’s story, it was obviously
the father, Abraham, who suffered more
than Isaac when he gave up his beloved
son. Jesus said, ‘“the Father himself
loveth you” (John 16:27). John wrote,
“Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us” (1 John 3:1). We
cannot behold the love of the Father if
we do not know what He gave up for us.
John wrote, “In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him”
(1 John 4:9). God has an only begotten
Son whom He willingly gave up so that
you could be forgiven of your sins and
live for eternity. Praise God for such
wonderful love!

Our love for God is directly related
to how much we see His love for us.
This is why John emphasized that we
must believe Jesus is the Son of God to
overcome the world. If you believe Je-
sus is God’s friend, cousin, uncle, or
anyone other than the Son of God, your
perception of God’s love is decreased.
In proportion to how much your per-
ception of God’s love is reduced, your
ability to love God in return is reduced.

Believing that Jesus is the begotten
Son of God enables us to overcome the
world by elevating our perception of
God’s love and enabling us to love Him
with all our hearts. John explained:
“We love him, because he first loved
us” (1 John 4:19).
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The Foundation of the Church

The fact that Jesus is the Son of God
is so important that Jesus said He
would build His church upon this truth.

One day Jesus asked His disciples,
“Whom do men say that I the Son of
man am? And they said, Some say that
thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias;
and others, Jeremias, or one of the
prophets. He saith unto them, But
whom say ye that I am? And Simon
Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. And
Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it un-
to thee, but my Father which is in heav-
en. And I say also unto thee, That thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:13-
18).

Notice that the subject of this con-
versation was the identity of Jesus.
When Jesus said “upon this rock T will
build my church,” He wasn’t referring
to Peter as the rock, but to the truth that
Jesus is the Son of God. Upon this
truth, Jesus said, “I will build my
church.” This is obviously a very im-
portant truth, the truth upon which
God’s church is built.

The fact that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God is so important that, at the close
of his gospel, John wrote, “And many
other signs truly did Jesus in the pres-
ence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book: But these are writ-
ten, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that be-
lieving ye might have life through his
name” (John 20:30).

The apostle Peter, who lived with Je-
sus and heard His messages firsthand,
including the many things He said that

are not recorded, exclaimed, “We be-
lieve and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God”
(John 6:69). Christ’s disciples also ex-
claimed, “We believe that thou camest
forth from God” (John 16:30).

Right after Paul learned the gospel
directly from Christ Himself, “straight-
way he preached Christ in the syn-
agogues, that he is the Son of God”
(Acts 9:20).

Right after Phillip preached the gos-
pel to the eunuch, “Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest [be baptized]. And he answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God” (Acts 8:37).

Martha, a close friend of Jesus, who
heard many of His teachings, said to
Him, “I believe that thou art the Christ,
the Son of God, which should come in-
to the world” (John 11:27).

Nathaniel, of whom Christ said in
him “is no guile,” said to Jesus, “Rabbi,
thou art the Son of God; thou art the
King of Israel” (John 1:47, 49).

Christ said, “Among those that are
born of women there is not a greater
prophet than John the Baptist” (Luke
7:28). John the Baptist testified, “And I
saw, and bare record that this is the Son
of God” (John 1:34).

Of all the witnesses, the greatest is
God the Father Himself. Two times He
spoke from heaven saying, “This is my
beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17; 17:5).
And we know that God “cannot lie”
(Titus 1:2).

I am persuaded to take my stand with
the faithful witnesses in the Bible who
proclaimed that Jesus Christ is truly the
Son of God. This is a vital truth we
must believe before we can truly know
the depths of God’s love (Ephesians
3:16-19).
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The Divinity of Christ

One unique quality of deity is that
divine beings are worthy of worship. It
is dangerous and sinful to worship any-
one but God. There are a few examples
of people ignorantly attempting to wor-
ship God’s servants. Notice the re-
sponse given whenever this happened:
“And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius
met him, and fell down at his feet, and
worshipped him. But Peter took him
up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a
man” (Acts 10:25, 26). This is the
proper response for God’s people.

John attempted to worship an angel
on two occasions. He wrote, “And I
John saw these things, and heard them.
And when I had heard and seen, I fell
down to worship before the feet of the
angel which shewed me these things.
Then saith he unto me, See thou do it
not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of
thy brethren the prophets, and of them
which keep the sayings of this book:
worship God” (Revelation 22:8, 9). We
see from these examples that God’s
faithful servants, whether human or an-
gelic, refuse to receive worship from
anyone.

There is an account of someone who
received worship in Joshua chapter 5. It
says, “And it came to pass, when
Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up
his eyes and looked, and, behold, there
stood a man over against him with his
sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua
went unto him, and said unto him, Art
thou for us, or for our adversaries? And
he said, Nay; but as captain of the host
of the LorD am I now come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and
did worship, and said unto him, What
saith my lord unto his servant? And the
captain of the LORD’s host said unto
Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy

foot; for the place whereon thou stand-
est is holy. And Joshua did so” (Joshua
5:13-15).

Joshua met someone who identified
Himself as “the captain of the host of
the Lorp.” This person was not the
LorD Himself, but rather His chief
Captain. And when Joshua bowed to
worship Him, this Captain not only al-
lowed Himself to be worshiped, but
commanded Joshua to take off his
shoes for he was standing on holy
ground. Joshua was told that he was not
worshiping sufficiently, but needed to
show more respect. The only other time
in the Bible when anyone was asked to
take their shoes off because they were
on holy ground was when Moses was
before the burning bush.

So who was this magnificent being
who appeared to Joshua? He was not
God, the Father, for “No man hath seen
God at any time” (John 1:18). He iden-
tified Himself as the captain of the
LorD’s host rather than the LorD Him-
self. The fact that this being allowed
worship, and even demanded more
worship, proves that He could not be an
angelic being, nor a mere human.
Moreover this person is said to be the
captain of the LORD’s angels. Jesus is
commander of the angels (Matthew
13:41). The only person this could be is
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He is
worthy of worship, and even God, the
Father commanded His angels to wor-
ship His Son. “When he bringeth in the
firstbegotten into the world, he saith,
And let all the angels of God worship
him” (Hebrews 1:6). Jesus said, “For
the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son:
That all men should honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father. He that
honoureth not the Son honoureth not
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the Father which hath sent him” (John
5:22, 23). We are commanded to hon-
our and worship the Son.

Problems in Worship

Jesus gave an important principle
about worship when He told a Samarit-
an woman, “true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to worship
him” (John 4:23). It is important that
we worship God correctly.

One important aspect of worship is
praise. Throughout the Bible there are
many examples of people worshiping
God accompanied by praise and exalta-
tion through spoken words. For ex-
ample John recorded how worship is
conducted in heaven: “And I beheld,
and I heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne and the beasts
and the elders: and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands; Saying
with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and
honour, and glory, and blessing. And
every creature which is in heaven, and
on the earth, and under the earth, and
such as are in the sea, and all that are in
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and
honour, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever” (Rev-
elation 5:11-13).

Here the true worshippers in heaven
extol the Lamb by saying that He was
slain to receive power, riches, wisdom,
etc. Notice the clarity of distinction
these worshippers make between the
Father and the Son. They do not extol
praises to the One who sits on the
throne by saying that He was slain or
died. Nor do they say that the One sit-

ting on the throne received riches. This
type of worship would not be true wor-
ship, for it would not be “in truth.” Yet,
to Christ, the Lamb, they ascribe praise
for His death, and state that He is
worthy to receive riches, something the
Father could not receive, for He
already owns everything. The Father
said that He “appointed” His Son to be
“heir of all things.” An heir receives
things from someone else. Jesus testi-
fied, “I received of my Father” (Revel-
ation 2:27). It would be improper and
untruthful to claim the Father received
riches from someone else.

In a desire to show honour and re-
spect to Jesus, many have gone to the
extreme of worshiping Him at the ex-
pense of the Father. Their songs and
praises are filled with confusing ter-
minology, such as “We thank you most
high God for coming down to die for
us,” or “the immortal God died for our
sins,” or similar statements that blur the
distinction between the Father and His
Son. We are to worship the Son as the
Son of God, not as “the most high
God.” Notice how the disciples wor-
shipped Jesus: “Then they that were in
the ship came and worshipped him,
saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of
God” (Matthew 14:33). His disciples
were not confused about His identity,
nor did their worship include confusing
and contradictory statements about His
identity. They stated plainly that Jesus
is the Son of God.

There are a significant number of
hymns that contain untruthful state-
ments about the Father and Son. Some-
times we mindlessly repeat these
sayings without realizing that we are
not speaking the truth. There have been
several times that I have been engaged
in singing hymns when I must stop
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myself from speaking the words, for I
know they are not true. We should
guard against worshipping God or
Christ in an untruthful manner.

The Begotten Son of God

Jesus proclaimed, “I said, I am the
Son of God?” (John 10:36). He said
that He is “the only begotten Son of
God” (John 3:18). The word begotten
literally means born. Jesus said, “For as
the Father hath life in himself; so hath
he given to the Son to have life in him-
self” (John 5:26). According to His own
testimony, Jesus really is the only be-
gotten Son of God and literally re-
ceived life from His Father.

Paul explained of Christ, “Who is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of every creature” (Colos- sians 1:15).
Barnes New Testament Notes says, “the
word firstborn — pro-tot-ok’-0s —
properly means the firstborn child of a
father or mother.” Jamieson, Fausset,
Brown Commentary says, “Begotten (lit-
erally, ‘born’) before every creature.”
Thayers Greek Lexicon says, “Christ is
called, firstborn of all creation, who
came into being through God prior to the
entire universe of created things.”

Jesus Christ is called the “the image
of God,” “the image of the invisible
God,” and “the express image of his
person” (2 Corinthians 4:4; Colossians
1:15; Hebrews 1:3). An image is never
the original, but always a likeness or
duplication of the original. Christ is the
Son of God and, therefore, the express
image of His Father. It would be incor-
rect to say that the Father is the image
of His Son because the Father is the
original. In like manner it would be in-
correct to refer to Christ as the true, or
original, God, since He is the image of
the true God.

Micah wrote of Jesus, “But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose go-
ings forth [origin] have been from of
old, from -everlasting [Margin: ‘the
days of eternity’]” (Micah 5:2). The
Revised Standard Version translates it,
“Whose origin is from of old, from an-
cient days.” The origin of the Son of
God was in the days of eternity. He was
begotten before anything was created,
even before time as we know it, in the
days of eternity.

In the first verse of Proverbs eight, it
says that wisdom is speaking. Who is
wisdom? Verse 8 tells us that He has a
mouth and speaks, and verse 17 says
that He loves. Paul wrote, “But unto
them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and
the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians
1:24). “But of Him are ye in Christ Je-
sus, who of God is made unto us wis-
dom, and  righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor-
inthians 1:30). Christ is Wisdom, and is
speaking in Proverbs chapter eight.

He says, “When there were no
depths, I was brought forth; when there
were no fountains abounding with wa-
ter. Before the mountains were settled,
before the hills was I brought forth”
(Proverbs 8:24, 25). The 1965 Bible in
Basic English says, “When there was
no deep I was given birth, when there
were no fountains flowing with water.
Before the mountains were put in their
places, before the hills was my birth.”

The Hebrew word Hn‘jbjn, which
was translated “I was brought forth,” is
a verb. Hebrew verbs can be found in
many different forms. In the Old Testa-
ment, this particular verb was used in
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six different forms. They are Qal, Polel,
Pulal, Hophal, Hithpolel, and Hith-
palpel. Depending upon what form is
used for this verb, the meaning of the
word can be completely changed. For
example, when this Hebrew verb
'nij‘jjn is used in the Qal form, it
means “to dance, to twist, to writhe, to
whirl, to whirl about” (Brown-Driver-
Brigg’s Hebrew Lexicon). It is obvious
from the context that this definition
would not apply in Proverbs 8:24, 25,
and it could not apply because the
Hebrew word ‘nb‘mn is used, in these
verses in the Pulal form. The definition
for the Pulal form is the only definition
that can apply here. This definition is as
follows: “to be made to writhe, be
made to bear, to be brought forth”
(Brown-Driver-Brigg’s Hebrew Lex-
icon). This verb in this form is only
used three places in the Bible, and here
are the other two places where it is
used: “Art thou the first man that was
born? or wast thou made [Hebrew:
"m>59m in the Pulal form] before the
hills?” (Job 15:7). “Behold, I was
shapen [Hebrew: ytllwx in the Pulal
form] in iniquity; and in sin did my
mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5). As
we can plainly see, the term “brought
forth” in Proverbs 8:24, 25 can mean
nothing other than being begotten, or
born.

Let us continue with the rest of the
verses in Proverbs chapter eight and
learn more about the characteristics of
Wisdom.

“While as yet he had not made the
earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part
of the dust of the world. When he pre-
pared the heavens, I was there: when he
set a compass upon the face of the
depth: When he established the clouds
above: when he strengthened the foun-

tains of the deep: When he gave to the
sea his decree, that the waters should
not pass his commandment: when he
appointed the foundations of the earth:
Then I was by him, as one brought up
with him: and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing always before him; Rejoicing
in the habitable part of his earth; and
my delights were with the sons of men.
Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye
children: for blessed are they that keep
my ways. Hear instruction, and be
wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the
man that heareth me, watching daily at
my gates, waiting at the posts of my
doors. For whoso findeth me findeth
life, and shall obtain favour of the
Lorp. But he that sinneth against me
wrongeth his own soul: all they that
hate me love death” (Proverbs 8:26-
36).

The speaker here says that He was
brought up with the LorD and was
daily His delight, and rejoiced always
before Him. This is a real Person. He
then says, “For whoso findeth me find-
eth life.” John wrote, “He that hath the
Son hath life; and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not life” (1 John
5:12). Jesus Christ is the one speaking
about Himself in Proverbs chapter
eight. He is truly the Son of God, just
as John wrote, “the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of the Father, in truth and love”
(2 John 1:3).

The terms Father and Son, by defini-
tion, indicate the existence of one be-
fore the other. This was the
understanding of the Israelites. In the
book of Proverbs we read: “Who hath
ascended up into heaven, or descen-
ded? who hath gathered the wind in his
fists? who hath bound the waters in a
garment? who hath established all the
ends of the earth? what is his name,
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and what is his son’s name, if thou
canst tell?”” (Proverbs 30:4).

Some people have mistakenly con-
cluded that God used the terms “Fath-
er” and “Son” to get across to our
feeble minds a divine relationship (not
Father and Son) that they could not
possibly explain in our language. To
come to this conclusion you would
have to assume that God just happened
upon this strange type of beings who
have a strange language and manner of
reproduction, and then was left strug-
gling to explain Himself to these
strange creatures. You would have to
forget that God created our language
and designed our manner of reproduc-
tion, after He already had a Son. God
designed us with the ability to have a
son, and then He exclaimed of Jesus,
“This is my beloved Son...” (Matthew
3:17; 17:5). God means what He says
even regarding our human relationships
of father and son that He designed in
His own image.

According to the Bible, Jesus Christ
was begotten, which literally means
born, before anything was cre-
ated—long before God sent Him into
the world. (See Hebrews 1:1-9; Colos-
sians 1:15; John 3:16, 17; 18:37; and
1 John 4:9.) How He was begotten is
not for us to know, but God wants us to
realize that He and His Son have a
close, genuine, father-son relationship
that is not just a role, or an act.

Truly the Son of God

To deny that Jesus is truly the Son of
God is antichristian because it denies
the very cornerstone of the gospel. The
good news that God loves us enough to
send His Son to die for us is
meaningless if we deny that Jesus is the
Son of God.

Jesus said, “I and my Father are one”
(John 10:30). This has caused many to
be confused into thinking that Jesus is
the Father, or is somehow joined to
Him in a way that makes the Father and
Son a compound being. Yet, this faulty
conclusion need not be reached. It is
helpful to read the context. Jesus said,
“I and my Father are one. Then the
Jews took up stones again to stone him.
Jesus answered them, Many good
works have I shewed you from my
Father; for which of those works do ye
stone me? The Jews answered him,
saying, For a good work we stone thee
not; but for blasphemy; and because
that thou, being a man, makest thyself
God. Jesus answered them, Is it not
written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?
If he called them gods, unto whom the
word of God came, and the scripture
cannot be broken; Say ye of him,
whom the Father hath sanctified, and
sent into the world, Thou blasphemest;
because I said, I am the Son of God?”
(John 10:30-36). Jesus denied the
charge of claiming to be God, pointing
out that His claim was merely to be the
Son of God.

The Jews evidently understood His
words, because when He was finally
charged for blasphemy and condemned
to death, the accusation was that He
claimed to be the Son of God.

When brought before Caiaphas, the
Bible says, “Jesus held his peace. And
the high priest answered and said unto
him, I adjure thee by the living God,
that thou tell us whether thou be the
Christ, the Son of God” (Matthew
26:63). Luke’s account says, “Then
said they all, Art thou then the Son of
God? And he said unto them, Ye say
that I am. And they said, What need we
any further witness? for we ourselves
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have heard of his own mouth” (Luke
22:70, 71). After this Jesus was brought
before Pilate, and when Pilate said he
could find no fault in Him, “The Jews
answered him, We have a law, and by
our law he ought to die, because he
made himself the Son of God” (John
19:7).

The jeering crowd at Christ’s cruci-
fixion said, “He trusted in God; let him
deliver him now, if he will have him: for
he said, I am the Son of God” (Matthew
27:43). Naturally, the strongest accu-
sations about Christ would come from
those who condemned Him to death.
They all said that His claim was that He
is the Son of God. This is exactly who
Jesus said He is (Matthew 26:63, 64;
Luke 22:70, 71).

Conclusion

Some people think that God is bey-
ond the possibility of having a Son, but
Jesus said, “with God all things are
possible” (Mark 10:27).

The Bible refers to Christ as God’s
Son at least 120 times. The Bible does
this by using the phrase “Son of God”
forty-seven times. Regarding the genu-
ineness of Christ’s Sonship, He is
called “the only begotten” five times,
“the firstborn” three times, “the firstbe-
gotten” once, and God’s “holy child”
twice. Four verses say He was “begot-
ten” prior to His incarnation. Four
verses say that He “proceeded forth
from,” “came out from” or ‘“camest
forth from” the Father. The evidence on
this subject is overwhelming. Christ
truly is the literal begotten Son of God,
brought forth from the Father before all
creation. If God expected us to believe
anything different, He did a poor job of
presenting it in the Bible. In fact, if
God had wanted us to believe differ-

ently, He purposely confused us by
making so many clear statements in-
dicating that Christ is literally the be-
gotten Son of God, without the
slightest clarification to indicate that
we should not take His words in their
common meaning. Yet, “God is not the
author of confusion, but of peace”
(1 Corinthians 14:33).

Any writer or public speaker knows
that when they use a word or a phrase
that could be easily misunderstood,
clarifications need to be made to pre-
vent people from coming to the wrong
conclusions. Yet, throughout the New
Testament, where Christ is said to be
the begotten Son of God, there is never
any type of correction or clarification
so that these words would not be taken
in their natural sense. Jesus said that He
is “the only begotten Son of God”
(John 3:18). Concerning another sub-
ject, but the principle can be applied
with equal force here, He said, “If it
were not so, I would have told you”
(John 14:2).

You might be thinking, “I have al-
ways believed Jesus is the Son of
God.” Great! You might also be ques-
tioning, “Don’t all Christians believe
that Jesus is the Son of God?” The sad
reality is that most who profess to be
Christians actually do not believe Jesus
to be the real Son of God if they sub-
scribe to their denominations’ state-
ments of belief.

Almost all Christians will affirm, “Je-
sus is the Son of God,” but there are very
different meanings attached to these
words. For example, the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses say that Jesus is the Son of God,
but when asked to describe what that
means, they will tell you that Jesus was
the first angel that God created, and was
no different than Lucifer or any of the
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other angels. Catholics will tell you that
Jesus is the Son of God, but when asked
to explain, will say that He is part of the
same substance of God, connected to His
being as thoroughly as a Siamese twin,
and is the same age as His Father. Have
you ever seen a Son like this? Others will
explain that Jesus is a co-eternal com-
panion of God whom God declared to be
His Son even though He is not really His
Son. Others will say that Jesus became
the Son of God when He was born in
Bethlehem by the virgin Mary, and was
not the Son of God in any other sense.
Each of these theories denies that Je-
sus is the Son of God in one way or an-
other. The Bible says, “Who is a liar but
he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father
and the Son. Whosoever denieth the
Son, the same hath not the Father: (but)
he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the
Father also” (1 John 2:22, 23). We must
be careful not to deny the Son of God
just so that we can uphold a church
creed that is not taught in the Bible. A
denial of the Son of God will result in
our inability to overcome the world and
will inhibit our relationship with God.
Many people have a false concept of
God that denies the true sonship of
Christ. No matter how hard a person
tries to love a god like this, they will
never be able to love him with all their
heart, soul, strength and mind. This is
true because God’s love is misrepresen-
ted by all false theories about Him, and
we can only love Him by first seeing His
love for us, as John said, “We love him,
because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
The Bible says, “We all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same im-
age from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

If we are beholding a god that only
loves us enough to put on an act, to
pretend to be someone he is not, then
we will love him only enough to put on
an act, to pretend to be Christians,
when we are not.

Remember that no lie is safe, no
matter how innocently it is believed.
Paul wrote that those who “believe a
lie” will be “damned who believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in unright-
eousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12).
Also, keep in mind that the majority are
seldom right in religious matters. Jesus
said, “broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which
go in thereat: Because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it”
(Matthew 7:13, 14). The councils of
men, and the man-made creeds that are
so often esteemed by Christians, are
not the standards by which we can de-
termine truth. There is only one stand-
ard, and one alone, that we can trust as
an infallible guide to truth, and that is
the Word of God. We must not trust
man to lead us into truth, for God said,
“the leaders of this people cause them
to err; and they that are led of them are
destroyed” (Isaiah 9:16).

I pray that you will only accept a
plain, “Thus saith the Lord” as a reason
for all of your beliefs about the Son of
God and that you will truly accept Je-
sus for who He has declared Himself to
be, “the only begotten Son of God”
(John 3:18). I pray that this truth will
open the doors for unrestricted fellow-
ship with the great God of heaven who
yielded His Son to die for your sins.
Now, “Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God”
(1 John 3:1).
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Chapter 2

The Only True God

God desires that His creatures who
were made in His image would know
Him, and as a result, love Him with all
their hearts. The greatest problem with
people who do not appreciate God is
that they do not know Him as He really
is. John wrote, “He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love”
(1 John 4:8). Many have a distorted
view of God’s character, and this causes
them not to appreciate or love God as
He deserves.

Spreading darkness about God’s
character has been the primary focus of
Satan’s attacks against God’s kingdom.
It is because of His work of spreading
lies about God that many remain ignor-
ant of God’s love and refuse to accept
Him as the ruler of their lives.

The darkness regarding God’s charac-
ter exists in varying degrees in different
people. Some have an understanding of
God’s love that is close to His real at-
tributes and therefore they love Him as
much as possible with their limited
views of God’s love. Yet, their love for
God is hindered by every cherished
falsehood regarding God’s character.
These errors prevent them from being
able to love God with all their hearts. In
this condition their love cannot be
“made perfect” (1 John 4:17).

This darkness will not last forever.
God will manifest Himself to His
people, and through them to others. He
will say, “Arise, shine; for thy light is
come, and the glory of the LORD is ris-

en upon thee. For, behold, the dark-
ness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: but the LORD
shall arise upon thee, and his glory
shall be seen upon thee. And the Gen-
tiles shall come to thy light, and kings
to the brightness of thy rising” (Isaiah
60:1-3).

The glory of the Lord is His charac-
ter (Exodus 33:18, 19). God’s character
will be revealed to His people and they
will be transformed into His image.
Paul wrote, “But we all, with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians
3:18). Beholding God’s character as He
reveals it in His word is essential be-
cause we will be changed into the im-
age of what we behold. If we behold a
god who is unloving and cruel, then we
will become unloving and cruel as
well.

Our characters are directly related to
our perceptions of God’s character.
This is why Jesus stressed the import-
ance of knowing God. When praying to
His Father for us, He said, “And this is
life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). Our
eternal life rests upon knowing the only
true God and His Son, Jesus Christ.
This is the most important knowledge
we can have. Peter wrote, “Grace and
peace be multiplied unto you through
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the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord” (2 Peter 1:2).

Knowing Who We Worship

Jesus said to a Samaritan woman He
met at Jacob’s well, “Ye worship ye
know not what: we know what we wor-
ship: for salvation is of the Jews. But
the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him.
God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:22-24). Rather than com-
plimenting this woman for her ignor-
ance in worship, Jesus was seeking to
elevate her understanding of God and
correct her misunderstandings.

Jesus included Himself when He
said, “we know what we worship.” Did
you know Jesus worships somebody?
He said so Himself, and then He ex-
plained who He worships. He said, “the
true worshipers shall worship the Fath-
er in spirit and in truth.” Jesus worships
His Father along with all “true wor-
shipers.” He worships His Father, be-
cause His Father is His God. He said to
Mary, right after His resurrection,
“Touch me not; for I am not yet ascen-
ded to my Father: but go to my
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend
unto my Father, and your Father; and to
my God, and your God” (John 20:17).

Jesus told His disciples that His God
is the same God as their God. He also
explained who this God is, the Father.
He assured the disciples that His Fath-
er, is also our Father, and His God is
also our God.

Jesus promised, “Him that over-
cometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no
more out: and I will write upon him the

name of my God, and the name of the
city of my God, which is new Jerus-
alem, which cometh down out of heav-
en from my God: and I will write upon
him my new name” (Revelation 3:12).

Paul wrote, “That the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of
him” (Ephesians 1:17).

Jesus said that the true worshipers
must worship the Father “in spirit and
in truth.” It is not enough to worship
God in spirit, you must worship Him in
truth as well. To worship God in spirit
means to have your spirit involved in
worship. Have you ever found yourself
singing hymns while your mind is
thinking about your car, your house, or
a sports game? At those times, can you
say you are worshiping in spirit? No! If
your heart and thoughts are not in-
volved, then it is not true worship.

What if your heart is involved in
worship, but you are worshiping an
idol? Are you a true worshiper? Cer-
tainly not! To be a true worshiper you
must not only have your heart and
mind involved, but you must worship
in truth by worshipping the true God.
Who is the true God whom the true
worshipers are to worship? Jesus said,
“the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth.” Was the
woman at the well worshiping God in
truth? No! Jesus said she did not know
what she worshiped. It is a dangerous
thing to worship strange or unknown
gods.

Paul reprimanded the pagans on
Mars Hill because they had an altar
with the inscription, “TO THE UN-
KOWN GOD” (Acts 17:23). Ignorant
worship is not true worship. God re-
buked the Israelites, saying, “They sac-
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rificed unto devils, not to God; to gods
whom they knew not, to new gods that
came newly up, whom your fathers
feared not” (Deuteronomy 32:17). Here
we learn that devils are actually getting
worship if we worship gods whom we
know not. Paul wrote, “But I say, that
the things which the Gentiles sacrifice,
they sacrifice to devils, and not to God:
and I would not that ye should have fel-
lowship with devils” (1 Corinthians
10:20).

Merging Paganism and Christianity

The Bible prophesied that a worldly
power would arise on the scene and do
abominable things, including instituting
a false god. (Read Daniel chapters 7, 8§,
11 and Revelation 13. For more inform-
ation, please read the December 2008
issue of Present Truth.)

Speaking of the rise of this power,
the angel Gabriel told Daniel, “And the
king shall do according to his will; and
he shall exalt himself, and magnify
himself above every god, and shall
speak marvellous things against the
God of gods, and shall prosper till the
indignation be accomplished: for that
that is determined shall be done.
Neither shall he regard the God of his
fathers, nor the desire of women, nor
regard any god: for he shall magnify
himself above all” (Daniel 11:36, 37).

This description is almost identical to
Paul’s description in 2 Thessalonians
2:3, 4. A study of Daniel 7, 8 and 11 re-
veals that this power is the papacy. No-
tice, Gabriel said that when the papacy
comes to power it will disregard the
God of his fathers. In other words, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the
God of Peter, Paul, and the other
apostles, would be disregarded by the
papacy. Gabriel continued, “But in his

estate shall he honour the God of
forces: and a god whom his fathers
knew not shall he honour with gold,
and silver, and with precious stones,
and pleasant things. Thus shall he do in
the most strong holds with a strange
god, whom he shall acknowledge and
increase with glory: and he shall cause
them to rule over many, and shall di-
vide the land for gain” (Daniel 11:38,
39).

Just as prophesied in the Bible, when
the papacy came to power, the “God of
[their] fathers” was disregarded, and a
“strange god” emerged whom their
“fathers knew not.” This prophecy was
fulfilled to the letter when Satan in-
spired the papacy to invent and adopt
the Trinity doctrine in the fourth cen-
tury.

The Trinity doctrine was not always
part of the religion of main-stream
Christianity. On page 11 of the book,
Handbook for Today’s Catholic, we
read, “The mystery of the Trinity is the
central doctrine of the Catholic Faith.
Upon it are based all the other teach-
ings of the Church... The Church stud-
ied this mystery with great care and,
after four centuries of clarification, de-
cided to state the doctrine in this way:
in the unity of the Godhead there are
three Persons,—the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit...”

The central doctrine of the Catholic
faith, which they admit was their own
formulation, is the “strange god”
prophesied in Daniel 11:39. This god is
so strange it is popularly called “a
mystery,” and its adherents are told not
to bother trying to understand its con-
fusing contradictions. Those who wor-
ship a mysterious strange god are as
truly worshiping they ‘“know not what”
as was the woman at the well whom
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Jesus admonished to worship the Father
in Spirit and in truth. To worship God
in truth, we must know who we are
worshiping.

Do you know who you worship? I
have been in churches where they mix
everything up. They say, “We thank
you O Father for coming down and dy-
ing for our sins.” I hear people praying
to Jesus and closing the prayer “in Je-
sus name.” Does it make sense to pray
to Jesus in His own name? He is our
mediator, and He told us to pray to the
Father in Jesus’ name (Luke 11:2; John
16:23; Ephesians 5:20). I have heard
people pray to the Father, and end with,
“in your name.” The Bible says, “For
there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). We are to pray
to God, the Father, in the name of our
Mediator, Jesus Christ. It would appear
that people who confuse the biblical
distinctions and positions of the Father
and Son do not know who they are
worshiping, and thus are not worship-
ing in truth.

Distinctions Between
Father and Son

Paul wrote, “God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the proph-
ets, Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:1, 2).

God appointed His Son to be the heir
of all things. An heir is “one who re-
ceives his allotted possession by right
of sonship” (Thayers Greek Lexicon).
All things the Son has, He received
from His Father, including life itself.
Jesus said, “For as the Father hath life

in himself; so hath he given to the Son
to have life in himself.” (John 5:26).

Continuing in Hebrews we read,
“Who being the brightness of his glory,
and the express image of his person,
and upholding all things by the word of
his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews
1:3).

An image is a likeness of the origin-
al. In this case, Jesus is called, “the ex-
press image” of His Father. Thayer’s
Greek Lexicon defines the Greek word
used here as a, “precise reproduction in
every respect.” As the Son of God, Je-
sus Christ is the image, or reproduc-
tion, of His Father. It is impossible to
be the image and the original at the
same time. You can be one or the other,
but not both. Would it be right or prop-
er to say that the Father is the image of
the Son? No, and that is why He is
never referred to in this manner, be-
cause He is the original. People have
approached me saying, “Your son looks
just like you.” It would be rare for a
person to approach me and say, “You
look like your son.” Why? My son is
the image of me, not the other way
around, because I came first.

Continuing, Paul wrote, “Being
made so much better than the angels, as
he hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they” (Hebrews
1:4). By right of sonship, Jesus Christ
received a more excellent name than
the angels. Angels are not literal sons,
and therefore do not receive what
Christ naturally inherits because He
really is God’s Son.

Paul continued, “For unto which of
the angels said he at any time, Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten thee?
And again, I will be to him a Father,
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and he shall be to me a Son?” (Hebrews
1:5). Notice the argument Paul uses to
distinguish Jesus from the angels. Over
and over again he argues that Jesus is
better because He is the Son of God,
because He was “begotten,” because
He is “the express image” of His Fath-
er, because He is the “heir of all
things,” because He naturally receives
an “inheritance” from His Father.

Paul wrote, “And again, when he
bringeth in the firstbegotten into the
world, he saith, And let all the angels of
God worship him. And of the angels he
saith, Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers a flame of fire. But
unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O
God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of thy king-
dom” (Hebrews 1:6-8). Here, Paul is
telling us that Jesus is divine because
He is really God’s Son. His language
used to emphasize this is inescapable.
Jesus is better than the angels because
He was born of the Father, which can-
not be said of any of the angels.

When Paul comes to the point of Je-
sus being called God, he wrote, “But
unto the Son he [the Father]| saith, Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre
of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved right-
eousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy fel-
lows” (Hebrews 1:8, 9). As the Son of
God, Jesus is, by right of inheritance,
God by nature. A true Son of God,
could be nothing else or nothing less
than God by nature.

There is a law in nature that creatures
can only have offspring “after their
kind” (Genesis 1:24, 25). The offspring
of a dog is always a dog, the offspring
of a bird is always a bird, the offspring

of a human is always a human, and the
offspring of God, naturally is God. It is
right and proper to refer to Jesus Christ
as “God,” for God, the Father Himself
calls Him, “God.” Yet, in the same
breath, the Father makes it clear that
He is the God of His Son. He says, “thy
God, hath anointed thee...” Jesus is
God, yet He has a God above Him who
is also His Father.

God, the Father continued speaking
to His Son, “And, Thou, Lord, in the
beginning hast laid the foundation of
the earth; and the heavens are the
works of thine hands” (Hebrews 1:10).
God had said to His Son, “Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness”
(Genesis 1:26). Jesus Christ particip-
ated with His Father in the creation of
all things. The Father states that the
heavens are the works of His Son’s
hands. The Bible says, “And the LORD
God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a
living soul” (Genesis 2:7).

When Jesus was on earth it was His
hands that touched the lepers to give
them health, it was His hands that
touched the eyes of the blind to give
them sight. It was His mouth that spoke
the words, “be thou clean” to heal the
sick. Yet, Jesus said, “the words that I
speak unto you I speak not of myself:
but the Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works” (John 14:10). God,
the Father, is the one who exercised His
power in healing the sick, but He chose
to do it through the hands of His Son.
The same is true in creation. Over and
over, God, the Father, is given the
credit for creating everything, and Je-
sus is the channel by which He did this.
Even at the beginning of this chapter in
Hebrews it says, “God... made the
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worlds” and it says that He made them
“by” “His Son” (Hebrews 1:1, 2). Paul
wrote, “God... created all things by Je-
sus Christ” (Ephesians 3:9).

Jesus is God, and He cooperated with
His Father in the creation of all things.
John wrote of this, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same
was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was
made.” (John 1:1-3).

Here Jesus is called “God,” yet there
is a clear distinction between Him and
“God” whom He was with. The God
who Jesus was with is God, the Father.
Jesus was not the same “God” He was
with, but rather, Jesus was God in the
sense of being divine just like His Fath-
er. The Father is God, so, necessarily,
His Son is God by nature. Biblical
Greek Scholars generally agree that the
second time the word “God” is used in
John 1:1, it is used as a “qualitative
noun” to describe the qualities of “the
Word.” Harner says that nouns “with an
anarthrous [no article] predicate preced-
ing the verb, are primarily qualitative in
meaning” (The Journal of Biblical Liter-
ature, Philip B. Harner, article “Qualitat-
ive Anarthrous Predicate Nouns: Mark
15:39 and John 1:1.”) “The clause could
be translated, ‘the same nature as God.’
This would be one way of representing
John’s thought, which is, as I understand
it, that ho logos [‘the word’], no less
than ho theos [‘the God’], had the nature
of theos.” (ibid.)

Attributes of the Father

A reading of the Bible reveals clear
distinctions between the Father and
Son. The following is a partial list of
attributes of God, the Father:

e He’s the one who sent His Son.
“And we have seen and do testify
that the Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world” (1 John
4:14).

* He’s the one who gave His Son a
work to do.
Jesus said, “I have glorified thee
on the earth: | have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do”
(John 17:4).

* He’s the one who commanded His
Son what to say and speak.
Jesus said, “For | have not spoken
of myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a command-
ment, what | should say, and what
| should speak” (John 12:49).

* He’s the one who gave His Son
power over all flesh.
Jesus said, “As thou hast given
him power over all flesh, that he
should give eternal life to as many
as thou hast given him” (John
17:2).

* He’s the one who gave authority
to His Son.
Jesus said that His Father, “hath
given him authority to execute
judgment also, because he is the
Son of man” (John 5:27).

* He’s the one who told His Son to
sit on His right hand.
“But to which of the angels said he
at any time, Sit on my right hand,
until | make thine enemies thy
footstool?” (Hebrews 1:13).

¢ He’s the one who anointed His
Son.
“Thou hast loved righteousness,
and hated iniquity; therefore God,
even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy
fellows” (Hebrews 1:9).
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* He’s the one who gave His Spirit
to His Son.
“For he whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by meas-
ure unto him” (John 3:34).

* He’s the one who gave to His Son
to have life in Himself.
“For as the Father hath life in him-
self; so hath he given to the Son to
have life in himself’ (John 5:26).

e He’s the one who Gave His Son all
power in heaven and earth.
“And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth”
(Matthew 28:18).

* He’s the one who highly exalted
His Son.
“Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him...” (Philippians 2:9).

* He’s the one who gave His Son a
name which is above every name.
“Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name” (Phil-

ippians 2:9).

* He’s the one who has given all
things into His Son’s hand.
“The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into his hand”
(John 3:35).

* He’s the one who committed all
judgment unto His Son.
“For the Father judgeth no man,
but hath committed all judgment
unto the Son” (John 5:22).

* He’s the one to whom Christ will
be subject for all eternity.
“And when all things shall be subdued
unto him, then shall the Son also him-
self be subject unto him that put all
things under him, that God may be all
in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28).

e He’s the one who is the head of
Christ.
“But | would have you know, that
the head of every man is Christ;
and the head of the woman is the
man; and the head of Christ is
God” (1 Corinthians 11:3).

* He’s the one who is the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
“That the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may
give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of
him” (Ephesians 1:17).

In no case do we find that the op-
posite is true. The Son never sent the
Father anywhere. He never gave the
Father a work to do, or commanded
what He should speak. The Son never
gave power or authority to His Father.
The Son never anointed His Father. He
never gave life to His Father. The
Father has never, and will never be
subject to His Son. The Son is not the
head of the Father, nor is He His God.
It is acknowledged by most that the
Father holds the highest rank. The
continual attempt of trinitarians to
make the Son absolutely equal to the
Father is virtually proof that He is not.
They never seek to prove the Father is
equal to the Son. It is true that Jesus is
equal to His Father in many respects,
including nature, but in each of the as-
pects mentioned in the verses above,
the Father holds the highest position.
In fact, He is the only being in the
Bible given the titles, “most High” or
“the Highest.”

A possessed man came up to Jesus,
“And cried with a loud voice, and said,
What have I to do with thee, Jesus,
thou Son of the most high God? I ad-
jure thee by God, that thou torment me
not” (Mark 5:7). In case this man was
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mistaken we have a confirmation from
God’s angel, Gabriel, who said of Je-
sus, “He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32).

How many most Highs can you
have? If there is more than one most
High, then you have just eliminated the
most High, because now you have a
committee of most Highs. There can
only be one most High.

Paul wrote, “But I would have you
know, that the head of every man is
Christ; and the head of the woman is
the man; and the head of Christ is God”
(1 Corinthians 11:3). In explaining
heirarchy, Paul stopped when he came
to God. Why? He can’t go any higher!
The Father is the most high God, and is
the head of Christ.

Titles of the Father

* Most High

* The Highest

* Above all

* Greater than all

* The God and Father of all
* The Ancient of days

* The only true God

* Lord of heaven and earth
* The only Potentate

The Father is called “the Ancient of
days” in Daniel 7:9, 13, 22. He is the
only one given this title in the Bible.
Do you think there is a reason for this?
God is trying to tell us something about
Himself. He is older than any other be-
ing in the universe.

Paul wrote of the Father, “One God
and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all” (Ephesians

4:6). The Father is the Most High God,
and as such is “above all.”

Of Christ’s closing prayer at the last
supper, the Bible says, “These words
spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also
may glorify thee: As thou hast given
him power over all flesh, that he should
give eternal life to as many as thou hast
given him. And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent” (John 17:1-3).

Jesus called His Father, “the only true
God.” The Greek word povov that was
translated “only” means, “alone, (without
a companion)” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon).
How many true Gods can there be, if
there is only one?

The Greek word oAnBwov that was

translated “true” means, “real, true
genuine,... it contrasts realities with
their semblances” or resemblances

(Thayer's Greek Lexicon). This word
distinguishes the original from its re-
semblances. It is used in Hebrews 8:2,
where it says of Christ that He is “A
minister of the sanctuary, and of the
true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man.” Paul was distin-
guishing the original tabernacle that
God pitched in heaven from the copy
that Moses built on earth.

When Jesus called His Father “the
only true God,” He was not excluding
Himself from being God, but stating
that His Father is the only original God.
Jesus is the image of the true God, but
not the true God Himself.

It is life eternal to know both the
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. You
may have wondered why Jesus left
somebody out of this equation. If there
is a third god called, “the Holy Spirit,”
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then it is not necessary to your salva-
tion for you to know him, because life
eternal depends upon knowing only two
individuals, the Father and His Son, Je-
sus Christ. (We will study about the
Holy Spirit in the next chapter.)

Paul wrote that we should pray for
everyone because God, “will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus”
(1 Timothy 2:4, 5). God wants every-
one to know the truth about God, that
there is only one God and one mediator
between us and God, Jesus Christ.

Paul also wrote, “As concerning
therefore the eating of those things that
are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we
know that an idol is nothing in the
world, and that there is none other God
but one. For though there be that are
called gods, whether in heaven or in
earth, (as there be gods many, and lords
many,) But to us there is but one God,
the Father, of whom are all things, and
we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things, and we by him”
(1 Corinthians 8:4-6).

Paul is very emphatic in this verse.
He says, “there is none other God but
one.” If there were two or three Gods,
could Paul have truthfully made this
statement? No! There is only one God,
and Paul did not leave us in the dark
about the identity of this one God. He
says, “to us there is but one God, the
Father...” The “one God” of the Bible
beside whom “there is none other” is
“the Father.” Paul is very clear on this
point. None need to be confused about
it. Paul also pointed out that “all
things” are of or from Him. The Father
is the source of all things. Paul then
pointed out that there is also “one Lord

Jesus Christ, by whom are all things.”
Jesus is the channel through whom all
blessings flow. He is separate and dis-
tinct from the “one God” of the Bible.
In fact, the term “one God” is used
seven times in the Bible (Malachi 2:10;
Mark 12:32; Romans 3:30; 1 Corinthi-
ans 8:6; Ephesians 4:6; 1 Timothy 2:5;
James 2:19), and in every case it is re-
ferring exclusively to the Father.

One day Jesus was reasoning with
the Pharisees and Sadducees. “And one
of the scribes came, and having heard
them reasoning together, and perceiv-
ing that he had answered them well,
asked him, Which is the first com-
mandment of all? And Jesus answered
him, The first of all the commandments
is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is
one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment. And the second is like,
namely this, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself. There is none other
commandment greater than these”
(Mark 12:28-31). In giving an answer
to this scribe, Jesus began by emphas-
izing that there is one God.

“And the scribe said unto him, Well,
Master, thou hast said the truth: for
there is one God; and there is none
other but he: And to love him with all
the heart, and with all the understand-
ing, and with all the soul, and with all
the strength, and to love his neighbour
as himself, is more than all whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices” (Mark
12:32, 33). This scribe’s answer was
very emphatic and exclusive in stating
that “there is one God; and there is
none other but he.” Notice that the
scribe did not say, “there is none other
but them.” He used a singular word
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“he” to refer to one individual. The
word is singular in English as well as
in Greek and in the Aramaic transla-
tion of Greek. Every time in the Bible
where pronouns are used to refer to
both the Father and Son they are al-
ways plural, such as “us,” “we,” “our,”
“them,” etc. There is never a case
where both the Father and Son are re-
ferred to using singular pronouns such
as “L,” “me,” “he,” “him,” etc. This
scribe was referring to one individual
when he said, “there is one God; and
there is none other but he.”

We can be certain to whom this
scribe was referring as the “one God.”
At another time when Jesus was reas-
oning with the Jews, “Jesus answered,
If I honour myself, my honour is noth-
ing: it is my Father that honoureth me;
of whom ye say, that he is your God”
(John 8:54). Jesus knew that when a
Jewish man spoke about God, he was
referring to His Father. Jesus knew that
when this scribe said “there is one
God; and there is none other but he”
that he was talking specifically about
His Father. Now this would have been
the perfect opportunity for Jesus to
have corrected him if he was mistaken.
Jesus could have said, “Well, actually
there are three Gods, and I am one of
them.” But Jesus did not do this. In-
stead the Bible says, “And when Jesus
saw that he answered discreetly, he
said unto him, Thou art not far from
the kingdom of God. And no man after
that durst ask him any question” (Mark
12:34). Rather than offering a correc-
tion to this man, Jesus complimented
him for his good answer.

The Bible is clear regarding the iden-
tity of God and His only begotten Son.
Notice some Bible facts about the Fath-
er, Son and Holy Spirit.

* Father
“God the Father” 13 times
“The Most High God” 11 times
“The Highest” 6 times
“The only true God” once

* Jesus
“Son of God” 46 times.
God’s “holy child” twice
His “firstborn” 4 times
The “only begotten” 5 times
“The firstbegotten” once

* The Holy Spirit

The “Spirit of God” 26 times

“God’s Spirit” 9 times

“Thy spirit” 4 times

“The Holy Spirit of God” once

In contrast to these plain Bible facts,
let us look at some of the phrases used
by trinitarians and see how they are
used in the Bible.

e Trinitarian Phrases
“Trinity” 0 times
“Triune God” 0 times
“God in three persons” 0 times
“Three persons” 0 times
“God the Son” 0 times
“God the Holy Spirit” 0 times

Conclusion

In all the places where Jesus is re-
ferred to in language to indicate that He
is God’s Son, there is never a clarifica-
tion to reveal that we should not take
these words in their natural sense.
Three times, while Jesus was on earth,
God the Father spoke from heaven, and
two of those times He said of Jesus,
“This is my beloved Son...” If God did
not expect us to believe just what He
said about His Son, why didn’t He tell
us? He had many opportunities to ex-
plain that actually Jesus is His com-
panion or emanation of Himself as the
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trinity and tritheism claims, but He
passed up every opportunity. Never
once did He tell us that Jesus is
someone other than His actual Son. If
God wanted us to believe something
other than that Jesus is His real Son,
then He did a very poor job of explain-
ing it in Scripture, and He even made
many, many statements in the Bible that
would only serve to lead us to believe
something other than the truth. Friends,
“God is not the author of confusion”
(1 Corinthians 14:33). God wants us to
believe exactly what He said about His
Son. If we believe anything else we are
making God out to be a liar. “He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself: he that believeth not
God hath made him a liar; because he
believeth not the record that God gave
of his Son” (1 John 5:10).

The fact that Jesus is the Son of God
is the single most important doctrine in
the Bible. Jesus said that He would
build His church upon this truth (Mat-
thew 16:13-18). John said that this was
the one point He wants you to gain
from His writings (John 20:30, 31).
John also said that believing that Jesus
is the Son of God is the key to over-
coming the world (1 John 5:5). It is this
truth that unlocks the beauty of God’s
love (1 John 4:9, 10), and it is this truth
that will transform your character into
the image of God (2 Corinthians 3:18).

I would like you to think about
something. Even Trinitarians, when
they seek converts from the world,
will never use the Trinity doctrine to
convert sinners, but rather they use
what they call heresy, for they know it
has more power to convert people
than their beloved Trinity doctrine.
Trinitarian churches around the world
will tell sinners that God loves them

so much that He gave His Son to die
for their sins. This reaches the hearts
of prospective converts and brings
them power in their lives to overcome
sin. Yet, sadly, after they are
converted and come into the church,
they are told that Jesus is not really
God’s Son, but the second person of
the Trinity, and that the Son could not
die for their sins, because God cannot
die. Thus, the truth that gave them
power in the beginning is effectively
removed, leaving them with a form of
godliness without the power.

If a Trinitarian were to approach a
lost sinner and say, “God loves you so
much that He sent His companion into
the world to pretend to be His Son and
to pretend to die for you,” it would be
as useless as anything could be, and
would not possibly convert a sinner to
the Lord. Jesus said, “The truth shall
make you free.” (John 8:32) The truth
is what converts and sets men free, not
lies.

Most theologians will admit that the
trinity is not explicitly taught in the Old
Testament. Some have found verses
that could possibly lend support to the
idea, but it is not clearly taught any-
where in the Old Testament. This fact is
illustrated by the Jewish people who, as
a whole, reject any form of the trinity
as completely foreign to the Old Testa-
ment. They are strictly and emphatic-
ally monotheistic.

Again, most theologians will admit
that the trinity is not explicitly taught in
the New Testament. It is true that there
are verses that are used to support the
idea, but the doctrine is nowhere out-
lined in the New Testament, and there
are a vast number of verses that teach
contrary to it. It was not until the Ro-
man Catholic church began to merge
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paganism with Christianity that the
“Christian” trinity doctrine was intro-
duced to the world. Most churches
today who believe in the trinity do not
use Scripture language to define this
doctrine, but rather borrow language
from Catholic church fathers or creeds
to state the doctrine.

Think about this. If the trinity is
really the truth that God wants us to
believe, then He failed to get the point
across for the first 4,000 years of
earth’s history. Great men of old, like
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, King David, Daniel, etc., all
died without the slightest hint that God
was a trinity. Enoch and Elijah went to
heaven without seeing death even
though they never heard that God is a
trinity. The early Christian church
thrived with thousands converted in a
day, and yet the trinity was foreign to
them. If the trinity were true, then fi-
nally, about four hundred years after
Christ died, the Catholic Church
figured out that God is a trinity and
God was finally able to make it clear
to the world by using formulas and
creeds voted on at the councils of
Nicaea and Constantinople in 325 and
381 AD.

Friends, this could not be the case.
The essential knowledge for salvation
was revealed to Adam and Eve and was
known by God’s people through every
generation, and the trinity was not part
of this knowledge. Jesus Himself said
that life eternal depends upon knowing
the only true God and Jesus Christ, not
a trinity. The only doctrinal confession

given in the Bible before baptism was
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God” (Acts 8:37). In many churches
today you have to confess belief in a
trinity before baptism. This was not
part of early Christianity. Shortly after
the council of Nicaea in 325 AD where
the trinity doctrine was in its early
formation stages, one astonished Chris-
tian wrote:

“We have never heard, my Lord, of
two beings unbegotten, nor of one di-
vided into two;... but that there is one
unbegotten, and another truly from
Him” (Letter written by Eusebius of
Nicomedia as found in An Historical
View of the Council of Nice, by Isaac
Boyle, page 41. This book was in-
cluded in Baker Book House’s edition
of Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History.)

The trinity doctrine was a surprise
and shock to early Christianity. Unfor-
tunately, today it is almost universally
accepted as truth even though it is not
taught in the Scriptures and its confus-
ing contradictions cannot be recon-
ciled.

We are exhorted to “earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once de-
livered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3), and
the trinity is not part of that faith. It is
foreign to scripture. It is a strange god
whom our fathers knew not.

I pray that you will have “fellow-
ship... with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). I leave
you with the salutation of Paul, “Peace
be to the brethren, and love with faith,
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Ephesians 6:23).
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Chapter 3

The Holy Spirit of God

In the first two chapters we ex-
amined what the Bible says about God,
the Father and His only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ. We learned that “there is
but one God, the Father” (1 Corinthians
8:6). who is “the only true God” (John
17:3). We also learned that God has a
real Son, who is God’s “firstborn,”
“holy child,” and “the only begotten
Son of God” (Colossians 1:15; Acts
4:30; John 3:18).

Yet, this is not the end of the story.
Jesus promised to send “another Com-
forter” (John 14:16). In His final dis-
course to His disciples, the night before
His death, Jesus told them about a gift
that would be given to help them after
His departure.

Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my
commandments. And 1 will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever;...” (John 14:15, 16). The pur-
pose of the gift of the Comforter is that
He may abide with the disciples
forever. This was excellent news to the
disciples, for they were sad to hear of
Christ’s soon departure. Jesus contin-
ued His discourse, stating that He
would send “the Spirit of truth; whom
the world cannot receive, because it
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but

ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you” (John 14:17).

Jesus said that the world could not
receive the Spirit of truth, because it
did not see him nor know him. The
world does not see that this gift is
available to them, nor does it know the
Person who is the Comforter.

Immediately following this explana-
tion Jesus said something startling. He
told His disciples, “but ye know him.”
How could the disciples know the
promised “Comforter, which is the
Holy Spirit” (v. 26),* if Jesus had not
yet prayed for the gift, and it evidently
had not yet been given? John stated,
“the Holy Spirit was not yet given; be-
cause that Jesus was not yet glorified”
(John 7:39).

Jesus explained, “ye know him; for
[or because] he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you” (John 14:17). Who was
dwelling with the disciples? Jesus
Christ! Jesus explained that soon this
Person who was dwelling with them
would be in them. It certainly would be
better for the Comforter to dwell in the
disciples rather than dwelling outside of
them. That is exactly what Jesus said a
short time later. In the same discourse,
Jesus said, “I tell you the truth; It is ex-
pedient [profitable] for you that I go

* Every time in the Bible where you find the term, “Holy Ghost,” it should have been
translated “Holy Spirit.” Sometimes the translators of the Bible chose to translate
TIVEUpQ aylov (pneuma hagion) into “Holy Ghost,” and other times they translated the
same phrase as “Holy Spirit” (Luke 11:13). Holy Spirit is the most accurate transla-
tion, and | will use it throughout this chapter, including in the Bible verses | quote.
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away: for if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I
will send him unto you” (John 16:7).

Jesus said that His disciples would
be better off if He left them, went to
His Father, and sent the Comforter to
dwell in them. He also pointed out that
the coming of the Comforter depended
upon His departure, and glorification.
As long as Christ was living on the
earth as a man, it was not possible for
this promised Comforter to come to
live in the disciples.

Jesus did not end His conversation in
verse 17. In the next verse He said, “I
will not leave you comfortless: 1 will
come to you” (John 14:18). This sheds
a great deal of light on the subject. It
explains why the Comforter could not
come until after Christ went away and
was glorified, for Christ said that He,
Himself, would come back to His dis-
ciples to comfort them.

Let’s continue reading Christ’s dis-
course to see how He reinforced this
point. He said, “Yet a little while, and
the world seeth me no more; but ye see
me: because I live, ye shall live also. At
that day ye shall know that I am in my
Father, and ye in me, and I in you”
(John 14:19, 20). A few moments earli-
er Jesus had said to His disciples that
the Comforter “shall be in you.” Now,
Jesus says that when the Comforter
comes, “Ye shall know that I am in
you.” Jesus assured His disciples that
He would not send someone else to
comfort them, but that He would come
Himself to be their Comforter. Isn’t that
beautiful! The disciples had become
close friends of Christ; so close that
John felt comfortable leaning on His
bosom. It was a comfort to them when
Christ was near. Now Jesus tells them
some wonderful news. He tells them

that after He goes to His Father, He
would come back to them as the Com-
forter, and they would know that it was
He who was dwelling in them—they
would recognize that the same Person
who was dwelling with them was now
in them, by His Spirit.

Next, Jesus said something that
caused one of His disciples to inquire
of Him how this could take place. Jesus
said, “He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me: and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest myself to him. Judas
saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how
is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto
us, and not unto the world? Jesus
answered and said unto him, If a man
love me, he will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our abode
with him” (John 14:21-23).

Many people believe that in John 14,
Jesus was trying to teach His disciples
that God is a trinity, that the Holy Spirit
is a third member of the God family.
Yet, when Jesus was asked to explain
Himself He did not say, anything simil-
ar to “God is a trinity of persons.” In-
stead, Jesus made it abundantly clear
that after He left the world, He would
come back to make His abode in the
hearts of His disciples. Not only would
He return, but His Father would come
with Him, so that both of Them would
live in the hearts of His children, not
physically, but by God’s Spirit. In this
way, the disciples could have intimate
communion and fellowship with both
the Father and His Son. John emphas-
ized this when he wrote, “That which
we have seen and heard declare we un-
to you, that ye also may have fellow-
ship with us: and truly our fellowship is
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with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ” (1 John 1:3).

At the beginning of Christ’s dis-
course at the last supper He said, “Let
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you” (John 14:1, 2). If
the coming of the Comforter was more
than both the Father and the Son, He
would have told us. If God was made
up of three persons, He would have told
us. If the only true God was more than
only the Father, Jesus would have told
us. Instead, at the end of this discourse
He said that His Father is “the only true
God” (John 17:3). If Jesus wanted us to
believe that God is a trinity, He did a
very poor job of explaining it. He had
many opportunities to explain that God
is a trinity, yet He never did. Not only
did He fail to tell us God is a trinity, He
made statements over and over again
that are not in harmony with the doc-
trine of the trinity. If He wanted us to
believe that God is a trinity, He made
many statements that would serve only
to confuse rather than to clarify. But
“God is not the author of confusion”
(1 Corinthians 14:33). Jesus wants us to
believe that “there is one God; and
there is none other but he,” “God the
Father,” who is “the only true God”
(Mark 12:32; John 6:27; 17:3).

John expressed the lovely truth of
God, the Father, and His Son, Jesus
Christ, living in us in several other
verses. He wrote, “Whosoever trans-
gresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son” (2 John 1:9). In
1 John 2:22, 23 he wrote, “Who is a liar
but he that denieth that Jesus is the

Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the
Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth
the Son, the same hath not the Father:
(but). he that acknowledgeth the Son
hath the Father also.” It is truly a bless-
ing to have personal fellowship with
both the Father and His Son, and I am
very thankful that God has made this
available to us.

The Promised Comforter

As Jesus was about to ascend to
heaven, He commanded His disciples
“that they should not depart from Jeru-
salem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard
of me” (Acts 1:4). Jesus pointed His
disciples forward to the day when the
Holy Spirit would be poured out upon
them with great power. He continued,
“Ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jer-
usalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The disciples waited in the upper
room at Jerusalem for the Spirit to be
poured out, as promised. Then it came,
and they preached the gospel of Jesus
Christ with power to the many Jews
who were assembled at Jerusalem.
Concerning the outpouring of the Spir-
it, Peter said, “This Jesus hath God
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore being by the right hand of
God exalted, and having received of
the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he hath shed forth this, which ye
now see and hear” (Acts 2:32, 33).

The gift that was poured out at
Pentecost is still available to us today,
and we can have it if we recognize and
accept it. Yet, the gift of the Holy Spirit
was not always available in the same
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way. In fact, the Bible tells us that God
has provided something better for us,
than He did for all those who lived be-
fore Christ came to this earth. We read
about this in Hebrews chapter 11. After
giving an account of the mighty faith of
the patriarchs and prophets in the Old
Testament, the chapter ends by saying,
“And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the
promise: God having provided some
better thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfect” (Hebrews
11:39, 40). That is wonderful! God has
provided something better for us, than
He provided for all those mighty men
and women of faith in Hebrews. They
all died without receiving the promise
of the Comforter that Jesus spoke about
in John 14 and in Acts 1.

Please do not get me wrong, the
Holy Spirit was working upon the
hearts of people long before the day of
Pentecost, helping them to overcome
sin. The Patriarch David wrote, “Cast
me not away from thy presence; and
take not thy holy spirit from me”
(Psalms 51:11). This shows that the
Holy Spirit was at work before Christ
came to earth. Not only that, but to be
more specific, the Bible says that the
Spirit of Christ worked in Old Testa-
ment times. Peter wrote about the
prophets, “Of which salvation the
prophets have enquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you: Searching
what, or what manner of time the Spirit
of Christ which was in them did signi-
fy, when it testified beforehand the suf-
ferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow” (1 Peter 1:10, 11). The
Spirit of Christ was living in the proph-
ets, long before the day of Pentecost,
but, according to Scripture, there was

something special about the coming of
the Comforter at Pentecost; something
different and better than had ever been
poured out before. Let us read about
this better gift.

Something Better

In Hebrews 2:18 we find the key that
explains what was better about the
Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. It says: “For in that he himself
hath suffered being tempted, he is able
to succour [help] them that are temp-
ted.” Here is the answer! This is
something better that is available to us,
today, that could not have been avail-
able to the prophets of old. Even
though the Spirit of Christ lived in the
prophets, Christ had not yet been temp-
ted, and therefore He could not help
them in the same way that He can help
us now. The word “succour” in this
verse was translated from the Greek
word Bondnooar, which means, “to aid,
to relieve, to help,” and, as Thayer'’s
Greek Lexicon puts it, it also means,
“to run to the cry of those in danger.” I
like that definition! The verse is telling
us that because Christ has suffered be-
ing tempted, He is able to come to us
swiftly to help us, when we cry unto
Him for help with our temptations. The
Bible says, “Call upon me in the day of
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me” (Psalms 50:15). When
we are being tempted, we are in serious
trouble, and if we call upon the Lord
for help, He will come to our aid im-
mediately, and give us the victory we
so desperately need. Christ is able to do
this for us in a way that He could not
do it for the prophets of old, because
today, He has already experienced what
it is like to be tempted. This is why Je-
sus called the Comforter, ‘“another
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Comforter.” The Greek word oAiov,
which was translated “another” in this
verse was used in the Greek translation
of the Old Testament, in 1 Samuel 10:6.
Here, it says of Saul, “And the Spirit of
the Lord will come upon thee, and thou
shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be
turned into another man” (1 Samuel
10:6). Saul became another man, be-
cause of the experience he went
through. Jesus became another Com-
forter because now He has experienced
what it is like to be tempted.

Think about something for a minute.
Suppose your teenage son died in a
plane crash, and the next week, your
spouse died in a car accident. Now sup-
pose that I come up to you and say, “I
know exactly what you are going
through,” even though I had never been
through that experience. Would 1 be
able to comfort you with these words?
Certainly not! If I have never experi-
enced what you are going through, it is
very hard for me to understand what
you are feeling, or how to help you
through it. Even if 1 was sent by
someone who had experienced the type
of hardships you are going through, my
comfort to you could not be the same as
if the one who had experienced your
turmoil would comfort you himself.

Many Christians believe that Jesus
came to this earth as a man and experi-
enced what it is like to have trials and
temptations, and then returned to heav-
en to send someone else to comfort us.
If that were true, why didn’t He just
send him in the first place? Someone
who has experienced our griefs is more
qualified to comfort us than a different
person who is just sent in his behalf.

The Bible says that Jesus Christ,
“was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

Jesus Christ experienced what we are
going through when we are tempted
and, because of this, He is able to help
us when we are tempted in a greater
way than He could before He came to
earth. It is He who said, “I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to
you.” Praise the Lord that our Com-
forter knows what we are going
through in our struggles with tempta-
tion. We are given a precious promise
in 1 Corinthians 10:13. It says, “There
hath no temptation taken you but such
as is common to man: but God is faith-
ful, who will not suffer you to be temp-
ted above that ye are able; but will with
the temptation also make a way to es-
cape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
The way of escape that God has or-
dained for us is to call upon the Lord
for help. Whenever we are tempted, if
we call upon Him, He will help us. And
God has promised that He has made
this way of escape for every tempta-
tion. That old saying, “the devil made
me do it,” is absolutely false. The devil
cannot make you do anything. He can
use strong enticements, but he can nev-
er force you to sin. There is always a
way of escape, and our Comforter is
eager to give us the victory.

Jesus said that when the Comforter is
come, “he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment” (John 16:8). This is exactly what
the Bible says Jesus would do when He
comes back to us as our Comforter. The
Bible says, “Because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father”
(Galatians 4:6). And in the book of
Acts we read, “Unto you first God,
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent
him to bless you, in turning away every
one of you from his iniquities” (Acts
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3:26). After God raised His Son from
the dead, He sent His Spirit into our
hearts, to bless us in turning us away
from our sins. Jesus Christ is the best
Person qualified to do this job, because
He “was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews
4:15). Praise the Lord that we have a
Comforter who knows what we are go-
ing through in our struggles with
temptation, and can help us through it
better than anyone else.

This is the gift that God is eager to
give to all those who ask (Luke 11:13).
This is the gift that “the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him” (John 14:17).
The world does not recognize that this
gift exists; they do not know who their
Comforter is, and therefore, they cannot
receive Him. Friends, God does not
want you to be like the rest of the
world, He wants you to know who your
Comforter is, so you can receive the
full benefits of this blessed gift. Jesus
said, “I will not leave you comfortless:
I will come to you” (John 14:18). Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, is our Comfort-
er. In fact, John told us exactly that in
1 John 2:1. Notice what he wrote here:
“My little children, these things write I
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate
[rapaxAintog: Comforter] with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” The
other four times mopokAntoc was used
in the Bible it was translated, Comfort-
er. In Greek there is no distinction
between the advocate in this verse and
the Comforter in John’s other writings,
and here John plainly tells us that the
Comforter is Jesus Christ.

The Bible says of Jesus, “Wherefore
he is able also to save them to the utter-
most that come unto God by him, see-

ing he ever liveth to make intercession
for them” (Hebrews 7:25). Jesus is our
intercessor, our mediator. The Bible
says, “For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).
How many mediators do we have
between us and God? One! Yet, the
Bible says, “Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: for we know
not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh in-
tercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered” (Romans 8:26). The
Spirit makes intercession for us as our
Advocate and Comforter. This Spirit
that makes intercession for us is the
Spirit of Jesus Christ. In this verse the
Spirit is referred to with the pronoun
“itself.” In English this seems strange
because we would not refer to a person
as “it” or “itself,” yet the Bible refers to
the Holy Spirit this way several times.

Paul wrote, “The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God” (Romans 8:16). Peter
wrote, “Searching what, or what man-
ner of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it testi-
fied beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should fol-
low” (1 Peter 1:11). Here the Spirit of
Christ is called “it.” John the Baptist
did the same thing when he said, “I saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like
a dove, and it abode upon him” (John
1:32).

The reality is that it is no more im-
proper to refer to the Spirit of Christ as
“it” as it is to refer to “the mind of
Christ” as “it.” In fact, in Greek, the
word mvevpa, which was translated
“Spirit,” is a neuter noun, and as the
grammatical rules demand, all pro-
nouns referring to the Spirit are neuter,

-30 -



even though several times most English
Bibles render these pronouns as “he” or
“him.”

The Greek word for Comforter is
masculine, and therefore all pronouns
referring directly to the Comforter are
masculine. However, this does not in-
dicate that the Holy Spirit is a literal
male individual separate from the Fath-
er and His Son. For example, an angel
said, “And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe [Bpepog
neuter] wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger [@atvn feminine].”
(Luke 2:12) Here is an example of how
the gender of Greek nouns cannot be
relied upon to determine the personal-
ity of nouns. The Greek word that was
translated babe is a neuter noun even
though the babe is a male person. In
the same sentence the Greek word that
was translated manger is a feminine
noun even though a manger is an inan-
imate object. If there had been any
Greek pronouns in this verse referring
to either the babe or the manger, the
pronouns would most likely have been
the same gender as the nouns they rep-
resent.

I say “most likely” because there are
some cases when these grammar rules
were broken by Bible writers to
demonstrate the personality of the per-
son represented by a Greek pronoun.

Bible writers adhered to the rules of
Greek grammar regarding pronouns
most of the time. For example, John
wrote, “For the Lamb [apviov neuter]
which [to neuter] is in the midst of the
throne shall feed them,...” (Revelation
7:17). Here John strictly adhered to the
rules of Greek grammar and used a
neuter pronoun for “the Lamb” even
though it had already been established
that the Lamb is the Son of God. But

later, John wrote, “And I looked, and,
lo, a Lamb [apviov neuter] stood on the
mount Sion, and with him [ovtov mas-
culine] an hundred forty and four
thousand, having his [avtov masculine]
Father’s name written in their fore-
heads” (Revelation 14:1). Here John
broke the rules of Greek grammar and
referred to the Lamb using masculine
pronouns even though the word “Lam-
b” is neuter in Greek.

John was not the only Bible writer to
break the rules of Greek grammar to
demonstrate the literal personality of
the one represented by a pronoun.
Mark wrote, “And he took the damsel
[raidiov neuter] by the hand, and said
unto her [ovtn feminine], Talitha cumi;
which is, being interpreted, Damsel, 1
say unto thee, arise” (Mark 5:41). For
more examples like these, read Mat-
thew 2:13, 14, 20, 21; Luke 1:59, 80;
2:21.

There was biblical precedent for
John to have broken the rules of Greek
grammar when referring to the Holy
Spirit to give it personality by using
masculine pronouns in reference to it.
But he never did this! Some trinitarians
have argued that John actually did
break the rules of grammar by using
masculine pronouns to refer to the Holy
Spirit. But, in these cases John was ac-
tually referring to the masculine noun,
Comforter, rather than to the neuter
noun, Spirit, and was not breaking any
rules of grammar. These supposed
broken rules of grammar are in John
14:26; 15:26; 16:7, 8, 13, 14, but all of
these masculine pronouns refer back to
the masculine noun Comforter rather
than to the neuter noun Spirit. In reality
John did not break the rules of Greek
grammar to refer to the Holy Spirit
with masculine pronouns. In all places
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where John was actually using pro-
nouns to refer to the Spirit, he used
neuter pronouns.

John wrote, “And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter [mopakAntov masculine],
that he may abide with you for ever;
Even the Spirit [nvevpa neuter] of
truth; whom [o neuter] the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him
[avTo neuter] not, neither knoweth him
[avto neuter]: but ye know him [avto
neuter]; for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you” (John 14:16, 17). For
more examples of where neuter pro-
nouns were used for the Spirit read
John 7:39; Acts 5:32; Romans 8:16, 26;
1 Corinthians 2:12; 6:19; & 1 John
3:24. I have read every verse where a
pronoun is used for the Holy Spirit, and
I have not found a single case where
masculine pronouns were used for the
Spirit. It would appear that none of the
Bible writers understood the Holy Spir-
it to be an actual separate person from
the Father and Son.

Christ in You

When you have the Spirit of Christ,
you have Christ Himself. Paul wrote,
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts
by faith” (Ephesians 3:17). In this way
you can be “partakers of the divine
nature” (2 Peter 1:4). Without this ex-
perience, Jesus said, “ye have no life in
you.” “He that hath the Son hath life;
and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life” (1 John 5:12).

Paul exclaimed, “Christ in you, the
hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). This
is our only hope of salvation. “If any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his” (Romans 8:9). We must all
be able to say, with Paul, “I am cruci-
fied with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet

not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20). “Greater is he that is
in you, than he that is in the world”
(1 John 4:4).

When Christ was here, He cried out
to God, addressing Him as, “Abba,
Father” (Mark 14:36). This term ex-
presses a close, personal relationship
with His Father. This same relationship
is given to us. “For ye have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fath-
er” (Romans 8:15). When we receive
this Spirit, we also cry, “Abba, Father.”
Paul explained, “Because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father” (Galatians 4:6). It is Christ in
you crying “Abba, Father.” By giving
us the Spirit of His Son, God is giving
us that close, personal relationship with
Himself that His Son has with Him.
That is beautiful!

The best gift that God ever gave is
the gift of His only begotten Son,
whom He gave to die for our sins that
we might live forever (John 3:16). Not
only did He give His Son to die for us,
He gave Him to live within us as our
Comforter. Praise God for such a won-
derful gift! I pray that you will utilize
this gift to the full potential of Christ in
you, and that you will be ready to meet
Jesus in peace when He returns for His
people.

What is a Spirit

We have learned that God sent the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts to
comfort us, but what is a spirit? Some
people think that a spirit is a ghost,
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some bodiless phantom that floats
around. Is this what God sends to the
world to comfort us? Certainly not! Ac-
cording to The American Heritage Dic-
tionary, ghost means: “The spirit of a
dead person, especially one believed to
appear in bodily likeness to living per-
sons or to haunt former habitats.” The
Holy Spirit is not a ghost as described
above. Let us read the Bible and see
what it has to say about a spirit.

In the book of Job it says, “There is a
spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding”
(Job 32:8). Daniel explained, “I Daniel
was grieved in my spirit in the midst of
my body” (Daniel 7:15). A spirit is the
part of a person that can be grieved. In
Mark’s gospel we read, “And immedi-
ately when Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they so reasoned within them-
selves, he said unto them, Why reason
ye these things in your hearts?” (Mark
2:8). A spirit is the part of a person that
can perceive or understand things. The
king of Babylon had a dream, and he
told his wise men, “I have dreamed a
dream, and my spirit was troubled to
know the dream” (Daniel 2:3). A spirit
is the part of a person that can be
troubled. These Bible texts confirm the
definition of “spirit” found in The
American Heritage Dictionary, which
says, “The part of a human being asso-
ciated with the mind, will, and feel-
ings.”

The Bible mentions several different
types of spirit. We read in the Bible
about “foul spirit,” “evil spirit,” “un-
clean spirit,” “dumb spirit,” “excellent
spirit,” “humble spirit,” “wounded spir-
it,” “broken spirit,” “haughty spirit,”
“faithful spirit,” “good spirit,” etc. All
these spirits are distinguishable by the
adjective that describes them. We know

that God the Father has a spirit (Mat-
thew 10:20), and can that spirit be any-
thing else, or anything less, than Holy?
The word “Holy” is an adjective in
every case, whether in English or in
Greek. “Holy Spirit” is not a name, but
a description of the Spirit of God.

Notice how Paul compared the spirit
of man with the Spirit of God: “For
what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him?
even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:11). Here the spirit of man is
likened to the Spirit of God. Just as man
has a spirit, so God has a Spirit, and His
Spirit, just as man’s spirit, is the part of
Him “associated with the mind, will,
and feelings.” The Holy Spirit is “the
holy Spirit of God” (Ephesians 4:30).
Just as the spirit of man, God’s Spirit
can be grieved or vexed. God’s Spirit
belongs to God, just as my spirit belongs
to me. This is to be expected, since we
were made in God’s image (Genesis
1:26).

Suppose I told you, “I know that we
have met before, but have you ever met
my spirit? I would like to introduce you
to my spirit, he is sitting over there on
that chair.” What would you think? You
would immediately recognize that I
have a twisted concept of what my
spirit is. It is not some other person,
separate and distinct from me. My spir-
it is really me, it is who I am. If I say,
“My mother is very pleasant to be
around, she has an excellent spirit,”
you would not suppose that I am talk-
ing about two persons. I would only be
talking about one person, my mother,
who has a pleasant personality and
character.

I would like you to notice something
about how the term “Holy Spirit” is
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used in the Bible. Luke records a con-
versation that Jesus had with His dis-
ciples. Jesus said, “When they bring
you unto the synagogues, and unto ma-
gistrates, and powers, take ye no
thought how or what thing ye shall an-
swer, or what ye shall say: For the
Holy Spirit shall teach you in the same
hour what ye ought to say” (Luke
12:11, 12). Matthew records this same
conversation, but notice the different
words he uses to describe the Holy
Spirit: “When they deliver you up, take
no thought how or what ye shall speak:
for it shall be given you in that same
hour what ye shall speak. For it is not
ye that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father which speaketh in you” (Mat-
thew 10:19, 20).

Here we see that the Holy Spirit is
called, “the Spirit of your Father.” This
is very appropriate, because later Jesus
said, “But when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me” (John 15:26). Here Jesus
explained that “the Comforter, which is
the Holy Spirit” (John 14:26), proceeds
from the Father. In other words, the
Father is the source of the Holy Spirit,
because it is His Spirit. Please do not
get confused here. We saw earlier that
Jesus Christ is our Comforter. Notice,
in the verse we just read, Jesus said that
He would send the Comforter, which
comes from the Father. This is just what
Peter said on the day of Pentecost,
when he explained that Jesus, “being by
the right hand of God exalted, and hav-
ing received of the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth
this, which ye now see and hear” (Acts
2:33). The Comforter comes from the
Father, through the Son, to us. Paul ex-

plained it this way, “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and re-
newing of the Holy Spirit; Which Ze
shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour” (Titus 3:5, 6).

So we see that the Holy Spirit is the
Spirit of the Father, which He sends to
us through Jesus Christ, and when we
receive the Spirit, we are receiving
both the Spirit of the Father, and the
Spirit of His Son. Two Persons come to
live in us, and we have fellowship with
both the Father and His Son. The Com-
forter can rightly be called either the
Spirit of the Father or the Spirit of
Christ, or both. We find Paul interchan-
ging these terms in the following scrip-
ture: “But ye are not in the flesh, but in
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
And if Christ be in you, the body is
dead because of sin; but the Spirit is
life because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you” (Romans 8:9-11).

Two Divine Persons

Some people get confused regarding
the Holy Spirit, as if it was a third indi-
vidual, separate and distinct from God,
the Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ. I
would like you to notice some facts
from the Bible.

There are 27 books in the New Test-
ament. Fifteen of them begin with a
greeting similar to this: “Grace be to
you and peace from God the Father,
and from our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gala-
tians 1:3). Out of all of these greetings,
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not one of them mentions the Holy
Spirit as a separate individual.*

Paul began his letter to the Thessalo-
nians, “Paul, and Silvanus, and
Timotheus, unto the church of the
Thessalonians which is in God the
Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus
Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:1-3). Paul
taught that God is the Father and Jesus
is our Lord. Paul wrote to these Gen-
tiles, “...how ye turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God;
And to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, even Je-
sus, which delivered us from the wrath
to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10). It is
clear that in Paul’s mind, the “true
God” is God, the Father only, just as Je-
sus said (John 17:3). Paul also believed
in the Holy Spirit, but notice what he
said about it, “He therefore that despis-
eth, despiseth not man, but God, who
hath also given unto us his holy Spirit”
(1 Thessalonians 4:8). The Holy Spirit
is the property of someone, it is God,
the Father’s, own Spirit, which is holy.

When Jesus’ authority and truthful-
ness were challenged by the Jews, Jesus
mentioned two individuals who bear
witness of Him: Himself, and His Fath-
er. He said, “If I judge, my judgment is
true: for I am not alone, but I and the
Father that sent me. It is also written in
your law, that the testimony of two men
is true. I am one that bear witness of my-
self, and the Father that sent me beareth

witness of me” (John 8:16-18). If Jesus
knew of a third divine person who could
bear witness in His behalf, He would
most likely have mentioned him here
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12), but He did not.

Jesus repeatedly spoke of Himself
and His Father, referring to His Father
as God as well as using the pronouns
“Him,” “He,” or “His,” indicating that
God is a singular Person other than
Himself. Jesus said to His disciples,
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye be-
lieve in God, believe also in me” (John
14:1). Jesus spoke of Himself as
someone in addition to God. To Jesus,
God is His Father, and He is God’s
Son. Never did Jesus refer to Himself
and His Father collectively as “Him” or
“He.” Instead He always said “us,”
“we,” or “our,” and in each of these
cases He never included a third indi-
vidual called “the Holy Spirit.”

When Jesus was asked to explain His
discourse on the Comforter, “Jesus
answered and said unto him, If a man
love me, he will keep my words: and my
Father will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with
him” (John 14:23). The “we” and “our”
in this verse refer exclusively to both the
Father and His Son. He made no refer-
ence to a third individual living in His
disciples. Jesus said, “Believest thou not
that I am in the Father, and the Father in
me? the words that I speak unto you I
speak not of myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Be-
lieve me that I am in the Father, and the

* Revelation 1:4 mentions “the seven

Spirits which are before [the Father’s]

throne,” but this does not refer to a separate individual called, “the Spirit.” If so
it would refer to seven individuals. In Revelation 3:1 Jesus is said to have “the
seven Spirits of God,” showing that the seven Spirits belong to God. Seven is a
perfect number, indicating completeness. The seven Spirits of God could rep-
resent the complete manifestation of God’s Spirit or possibly the entire angelic
host. (See the book entitled, Answering Objections for more information.).
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Father in me: or else believe me for the
very works’ sake” (John 14:10, 11).
There is no indication of a third divine
individual in this picture.

When Jesus spoke of the Jews who
hated Him, He said, “He that hateth me
hateth my Father also. If I had not done
among them the works which none oth-
er man did, they had not had sin: but
now have they both seen and hated both
me and my Father” (John 15:23, 24).
Jesus spoke repeatedly about Himself
and His Father, with no mention of an-
other individual.

Jesus continued, “And these things
will they do unto you, because they
have not known the Father, nor me”
(John 16:3). In one of the most pointed
explanations of who God is, Jesus said,
“And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John
17:3). Life eternal depends upon know-
ing only the Father and His Son. There
is no need to know a third individual.

In Jesus’ closing prayer to His Fath-
er, He said, “And now I am no more in
the world, but these are in the world,
and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may be
one, as we are” (John 17:11). Again, the
“we” in this verse refers exclusively to
both the Father and His Son.

Earlier in this prayer, Jesus petitioned,
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me
with thine own self with the glory which
I had with thee before the world was”
(John 17:5). It may seem strange that the
Father could give His own self to His
Son, but this is exactly what He did.
This is what God does when He gives
His Spirit; He gives Himself.

John wrote, “For he whom God hath
sent [Jesus] speaketh the words of God:

for God giveth not the Spirit by meas-
ure unto him” (John 3:34). God gave to
His Son, His own Spirit (self) without
measure.

Later in Christ’s prayer, He says,
“That they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me. And
the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even
as we are one” (John 17:21, 22). Notice
the connection here. Jesus had just ex-
plained that the glory He received from
His Father was His Father’s “own self.”
Then He said that He gives this glory to
us. Jesus gives us His Father’s own self,
His presence, His Spirit. God’s Spirit is
His “own self.”

When Paul charged Timothy to ob-
serve the things that he had been
taught, he called heaven to witness this
solemn charge. He wrote, “l charge
thee before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the elect angels, that thou
observe these things without preferring
one before another, doing nothing by
partiality” (1 Timothy 5:21). If Paul
knew of a third divine individual,
surely he would have mentioned him
here, but he did not. If there was a third
divine person, Paul would have injured
him by not mentioning him, and to add
insult to injury, he even mentioned the
angels instead of him. Obviously Paul
did not believe that a third divine per-
son existed.

When Jesus spoke of His return He
said, “For whosoever shall be ashamed
of me and of my words, of him shall
the Son of man be ashamed, when he
shall come in his own glory, and in his
Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Luke
9:26). Jesus said He would return in
His own glory, the glory of His Father,
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and the glory of the angels. The glory
of all of heaven will be present at
Christ’s return, and Jesus excluded the
glory of the Holy Spirit as if He was
not aware of its existence as a separate
individual.

Please think about something for a
moment. There are many places in the
Bible where the Son speaks to the Fath-
er. There are also many places where
the Father speaks to His Son. But, there
is never any record that the Father
spoke to a third person called, “the
Holy Spirit.” Neither is there any re-
cord of the Son speaking to the Holy
Spirit. Nor is there any record of the
Holy Spirit speaking to either the Fath-
er or the Son. It is very strange for a
supposed third member of the God
family to be left out of all conversa-
tions, including those regarding our sal-
vation. The Bible says that “the counsel
of peace shall be between them both”
(Zechariah 6:13). There are only two
Beings who counseled together for our
salvation. No third being was allowed
to enter that council.

We know that God loves us very
much, because He sent His only begot-
ten Son to die for our sins (John 3:16).
We know that Jesus Christ loves us very
much, because He came down to earth
to die for us. But, if the Holy Spirit is a
third individual, we have no way of
knowing that he loves us, because he
neither gave his son, nor gave himself.
In fact, he gave nothing for us, so his
love is unrecognizable. Nor are there
any verses in the Bible that speak of the
love that the Holy Spirit has for us.
When Jesus spoke of God’s love, He al-
ways directed people to the love of the
Father. Jesus told His disciples, “For the
Father himself loveth you” (John 16:27).
Yet, Jesus never explained that the Holy

Spirit loves us, as if the Holy Spirit was
a third distinct individual from the Fath-
er and the Son.

We are commanded to worship God,
the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. Je-
sus said, “For the Father judgeth no
man, but hath committed all judgment
unto the Son: That all men should hon-
our the Son, even as they honour the
Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath
sent him” (John 5:22, 23). The Bible
says, “And again, when he bringeth in
the firstbegotten into the world, he saith,
And let all the angels of God worship
him” (Hebrews 1:6). We are com-
manded to worship, both the Father and
the Son, but we are never commanded to
worship the Holy Spirit. There are many
examples in the Bible of people wor-
shipping the Father and the Son, but
there is no example of anyone ever wor-
shipping or praying to the Holy Spirit.
In the book of Revelation, John wrote,
“And every creature which is in heaven,
and on the earth, and under the earth,
and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, be
unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb [Jesus Christ] for
ever and ever” (Revelation 5:13). This is
the consistent example of worship in
heaven. It is given only to God, the
Father and His Son. In the new earth,
John saw “no temple therein: for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
the temple of it” (Revelation 21:22). It is
clear that the worshippers in heaven do
not worship a trinity, but rather only the
Father and His Son.

Conclusion

The gift of God’s Spirit is one of the
most precious gifts God has ever given to
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us. To receive the benefits of this gift as
God intended, we must recognize it for
what it is. The gift of God’s Spirit is the
impartation of His life in us, the means
by which He and His Son can personally
live in our hearts. The great blessing of
the Pentecost experience is the reception
of God’s Spirit coming to us with the ad-
ded benefit of the Spirit of God’s victori-
ous Son coming into our hearts to help us
in our struggle against sin and tempta-
tion. Satan would like you to think that
Jesus Christ is not in us, but that He sent
someone else to take His place. Friends,
that is an invention of Satan, specifically
designed to take away your hope of glory.
Paul wrote, “To whom God would make
known what is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles; which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Co-
lossians 1:27).

Don’t let anyone take away this hope,
this precious gift of Christ in you. If a
gift is not recognized, it will not be util-
ized. Take full advantage of the ministry
of Christ in your behalf; let Him come

into your heart, and do a work that only
He can do. Ask Christ into your heart,
and He will come in, and bring His
Father with Him. Jesus says to you now,
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:
if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me” (Revelation
3:20). Let Him come in, and you will be
glad you did. I cannot tell you how
happy I am that I asked Him into my
heart. Even though I was a very wicked
sinner, involved in many wicked things,
when I opened the door of my heart to
Him, He gladly came in.

Friends, no matter how wicked you
are, Jesus has promised that He will
accept you if you come to Him. He
said, “Him that cometh to me I will in
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). Come to
Him now, accept Him as your Saviour,
and accept the gift of His Spirit into
your life to give you the victory in your
struggle with temptations. You will
never, never be sorry you made this de-
cision.
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Chapter 4

The Death of the Son of God

“We were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son” (Romans 5:10). God
did not send an ordinary man, not just a
human. The divine Son of God was
made flesh and then died to reconcile
us to God (John 1:14).

God loves us so much that He sent
His only begotten Son into this world to
die for wretched sinners like you and
me. The thought contained in these
words demonstrates the immense sacri-
fice that God made in our behalf. “He
that spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all
things?” (Romans 8:32). If God was
willing to give up His own Son for us, it
proves, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that
He is willing to give up all that He pos-
sesses for our benefit, because His Son
meant more to Him than anything in the
universe. When we understand what
took place at the cross, it will melt our
hearts like nothing else can. It would be-
nefit us greatly to spend time each day
meditating on the life of Christ, espe-
cially on His suffering and death.

The Emotional Struggle

The extreme anguish Christ experi-
enced at the cross is described in Psalm
88. David, prophesying of Christ’s
experience, wrote, “I am counted with
them that go down into the pit: I am as a
man that hath no strength” (Psalm
88:4). Christ was counted with them
that go down into the pit. Isaiah

portrayed a similar account in chapter
53 of his book. Speaking of Christ,
Isaiah wrote, “He hath poured out his
soul unto death: and he was numbered
with the transgressors; and he bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12).
Continuing in Psalm 88, we read,
“Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in
darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth
hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted
me with all thy waves” (Psalm 88:6, 7).
Christ suffered the worst death that any-
one has ever, or will ever, suffer. Others
have suffered equally or even greater if
we limit His suffering to His physical
pain alone. Christ’s death was the worst
because His relationship with His Father
was closer than anyone has ever experi-
enced. Therefore, the loss of that rela-
tionship caused Him the greatest
anguish that anyone could ever suffer.
As He realized His Father’s displeasure,
fearing that His separation would be
eternal, it literally broke His heart. Jesus
said through the Psalmist, “I am poured
out like water, and all my bones are out
of joint: my heart is like wax; it is
melted in the midst of my bowels”
(Psalm 22:14). “Reproach hath broken
my heart; and 1 am full of heaviness:
and I looked for some to take pity, but
there was none; and for comforters, but I
found none” (Psalm 69:20). When His
side was pierced, water and blood
flowed out (John 19:33, 34). This indic-
ated that the Son of God died of a
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broken heart, not from the torture or the
nails in His hands and feet.

Christ experienced suffering much
greater than just the physical pain He
endured. Suffering so great that He
would have died even if the Roman sol-
diers had not beaten Him and hanged
Him on a cross. Just before the soldiers
came to take Him captive, Jesus pleaded
with His Father the third time, “Saying,
Father, if thou be willing, remove this
cup from me: nevertheless not my will,
but thine, be done. And there appeared
an angel unto him from heaven,
strengthening him. And being in an
agony he prayed more earnestly: and his
sweat was as it were great drops of
blood falling down to the ground” (Luke
22:42-44). If an angel had not come to
strengthen Him, He would have died
right there in the garden under the load
of our sins. His agony was so great that
He sweat as it were great drops of blood.
This only takes place under extreme
stress. It is very obvious that the real
sufferings of Christ were much deeper
than the physical pain inflicted upon
Him by the Roman soldiers.

In the Garden of Gethsemane

Christ ate His last supper with His
disciples and, afterward, “they came to
a place which was named Gethsemane:
and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here,
while I shall pray. And he taketh with
him Peter and James and John, and
began to be sore amazed, and to be very
heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry
ye here, and watch” (Mark 14:32-34).

When Christ entered the Garden of
Gethsemane He began, for the first
time, to be “sore amazed,” literally
meaning: “to be struck with terror”
(Thayer'’s Greek Lexicon). Something

happened to Christ that terrified Him.
We also read that He was “very
heavy,” literally meaning: “to be in
distress of mind, (to be sated to
loathing)” (Strong’s Greek Diction-
ary). To be “sated to loathing” means
to satisfy the appetite or a desire so
fully as to cause a sudden violent
hostility or disgust of feelings, to the
point of abhorring them. (See Gro-
lier’s New Webster'’s Dictionary on
“sated.”)

For the first time in Christ’s life, He
was flooded with terror, and filled with
feelings that were disgusting to Him.
What were those feelings? The Bible
says, “All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his
own way; and the LorD hath laid on
Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6).
The sin (along with the guilt) of all the
world was placed upon the Son of God.
The result of sin is explained by Isaiah,
“Your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have
hid his face from you, that he will not
hear” (Isaiah 59:2). Whenever a person
sins against God, it causes a separation
between himself and God. The aware-
ness of this separation is often accom-
panied by the feeling of guilt. Just think
of the most guilty, dirty feeling you have
ever had, and multiply that billions upon
billions of times, and you will have
some idea of the guilt Christ was exper-
iencing in the Garden of Gethsemane.
He had always done those things that
please His Father. He said, “He that sent
me is with me: the Father hath not left
me alone; for I do always those things
that please him” (John 8:29). Jesus
Christ delighted to do the will of His
Father, and He knew that His Father was
pleased with Him. He never sinned
against God, not even in thought, so He
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did not know what it was like to feel His
Father’s displeasure and the awful feel-
ing of guilt and shame.

All this changed when He entered
the Garden of Gethsemane. When my
sins and your sins were placed upon
Him, and He stood before God as if He
had done the wicked things you and I
have done, then for the first time that
perfect peace between Him and His
Father was broken up. He staggered un-
der the weight of our sins. He left His
disciples and, no longer able to stand,
“He went forward a little, and fell on
the ground, and prayed that, if it were
possible, the hour might pass from him.
And he said, Abba, Father, all things
are possible unto thee; take away this
cup from me: nevertheless not what I
will, but what thou wilt” (Mark 14:35,
36). Three times He pleaded with His
Father to take this experience away
from Him.

The Son of God entered into an ex-
perience that even He did not foresee
completely. Just a few hours earlier He
told His disciples, “Behold, the hour
cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall
be scattered, every man to his own, and
shall leave me alone: and yet I am not
alone, because the Father is with me”
(John 16:32). He said, I know you will
all leave me tonight. I know that I will
be forsaken of my friends, but that’s al-
right, because my Father will be with
me. He will not leave me alone.

But, when He entered into the
Garden of Gethsemane, and the sins of
the whole world were placed upon Him
something took place that He had not
fully understood. He had just told His
disciples that His Father would not
leave Him alone, but now He began to
feel a separation from His Father, so
great that He faltered under its weight.

Did Jesus Know All Things when
He was Here?

Some may say, “Wait a minute, Jesus
couldn’t have been surprised by any-
thing because when He was here He
knew all things.” But that is not what
the Bible says; instead it is a fruit of
that old Trinitarian absurdity. (For a
thorough study on the trinity doctrine,
explaining its ascendence and outlining
its dangers, please contact us and re-
quest the book entitled, God's Love on
Trial.) It is part of the obstacle placed
in people’s way, by Satan, to hide
God’s love. When Jesus was here He
said, “But of that day and that hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son,
but the Father [only]” (Mark 13:32;
compare with Matthew 24:36). It also
says, “Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and
men” (Luke 2:52). It is impossible to
increase in wisdom when you already
have it all. When Jesus came to this
earth, He was limited by the human
body prepared for Him, and He had to
learn things just as you and I must.
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he
suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). He only knew
what He had learned by the normal
process of life, and what His Father had
miraculously revealed to Him. It is true
that Jesus knew the thoughts of others
at times, but this was no sign that He
knew all things, for Peter, Elisha,
Daniel, etc., all had the thoughts of
others revealed to them by God. (See
Acts 5:1-4; 2 Kings 5:25-27; Daniel
2:28-30.)

When the sins of the whole world
were placed upon Him, Jesus was
truly entering the unknown. It is one
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thing to say, “I know I am going to
die,” but it is another thing to experi-
ence it. I can tell you I am going to
die, but I cannot tell you what it is
like. The same was true with Christ.
There was an element that caught Him
by surprise. He told His disciples that
His Father would be with Him
throughout this experience, but when
He entered the Garden of Gethsemane
He began to feel His Father withdraw-
ing His presence. The separation grew
worse until at Calvary He finally cried
out with a loud voice, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
(Matthew 27:46). The prophecy in
Psalm 88 portrays Christ saying,
“LorD, why castest thou off my soul?
why hidest thou thy face from me?”
(Psalms 88:14). Truly He has “trodden
the winepress alone” (Isaiah 63:3).

The separation was so awful that He
pleaded with His Father to spare Him
from this dreadful hour, saying, “Fath-
er, if thou be willing, remove this cup
from me” (Luke 22:42). He “offered up
prayers and supplications with strong
crying and tears unto him that was able
to save him from death” (Hebrews 5:7).

Was Jesus All Powerful when He
was Here?

Some will say, “Wait a minute, Jesus
Christ was all powerful when He was
here, so He did not have to rely upon
His Father for help.” Here again is the
stamp of Satan, a fruit of the Trinitarian
doctrine specifically designed to hide
God’s love. Jesus said “I can of mine
own self do nothing” (John 5:30). All
the miracles performed by Christ while
He was here were done by the power of
His Father. Every great miracle that Je-
sus performed, was performed in a sim-

ilar manner by His disciples or by
prophets in the Old Testament, including
walking on water and raising the dead.
(See Matthew 14:29; 1 Kings 17:22;
Acts 20:9, 10). This is no sign that they
had all power, but a sign that God was
with them, as He was with Jesus. Peter
said, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power:
who went about doing good, and healing
all that were oppressed of the devil; for
God was with him” (Acts 10:38). Jesus
said, “The Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works” (John 14:10).

As Christ was struggling under the
weight of sin, pleading with His Father
to save Him from death, He made the
conscious decision that if it meant He
must die for eternity so you and I can
live with God forever, then He was
willing to do it. He decided that He
would rather die for eternity than live
without us. That is an amazing amount
of love. Some have been willing to give
their own temporal lives to save others,
but very few would be willing to give
up their eternal life for another.

Yet, there is another man who was
willing to die forever rather than live
without his companions. His name was
Moses. He pleaded with God for the
children of Israel, saying, “Yet now, if
thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not,
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book
which thou hast written” (Exodus
32:32). Moses was referring to the book
of life. He was saying, if you cannot
forgive them, and give them eternal life,
then I don’t want eternal life either. Je-
sus Christ made the same decision, yet
the blood of the spotless, divine Son of
God had the ability to actually save us
from death. He laid down His eternal
life for us. (See John 10:15). That is why
the 144,000 will sing the song of Moses
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and the Lamb. They too will love “not
their /ives [souls] unto the death” (Rev-
elation 15:3; 12:11).

At any moment the Son of God could
have cried to His Father to deliver Him,
but He continued, knowing that some
would be saved. When a group of sol-
diers came out to capture Christ, Peter
began to fight for Him, but Christ re-
buked him saying, “Thinkest thou that I
cannot now pray to my Father, and He
shall presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew
26:53). Notice that Christ did not say He
had the power to deliver Himself, but
that He could petition His Father for de-
liverance, which was His only avenue of
escape. Yet, He was determined never to
give up, even if it meant He would not
live again. He had decided to surrender
His will to His Father, saying, “Not what
I will, but what thou wilt” (Mark 14:36).
The Son of God was “obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil-
ippians 2:8). Finally, as He died upon
the cross, right after He cried out, “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” (Matthew 27:46), He yielded up
His eternal life into the hands of His
Father, saying, “Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). He
was saying, “Father, I am giving my
eternal life into your hands. If you wish
to raise me from the dead, or if you
choose to leave me in the grave for
eternity, I am leaving that in your
hands.”

Was Jesus Immortal when He
was Here?

“Wait a minute!” says the objector,
“The Son of God was so exalted that
He could not die or cease to exist.”
Again we find the unholy trinity doc-

trine exerting its unholy influence. This
doctrine teaches that Jesus Christ is ex-
actly equal to His Father in every way.
Therefore, it is claimed that since the
Father cannot die, then His Son cannot
die either. But the Bible says there is
only One Person who cannot die under
any circumstances, and He is God the
Father. The Bible says that when Jesus
appears, “he shall shew, who is the
blessed and only Potentate [Sovereign,
or supreme ruler], the King of kings,
and Lord of lords; Who only hath im-
mortality, dwelling in the light which
no man can approach unto; whom no
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom
be honour and power -everlasting.
Amen” (1 Timothy 6:14-16). This can
be none other than God, the Father, for
He is the One whom “No man hath
seen... at any time” (John 1:18). The
Father is the one “who only hath im-
mortality.” Yet, we know that we will
“put on immortality” (1 Corinthians
15:53), many angels have immortality,
and Jesus Christ is “alive for evermore”
(Revelation 1:18).

When the Bible says the Father
“only hath immortality” it must mean
immortality in an absolute and unlim-
ited sense. The Father is the only One
who cannot die under any circum-
stances. Jesus Christ was made subject
to death, and “died for our sins”
(1 Corinthians 15:3). Man can die;
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die”
(Ezekiel 18:20). Angels can die; “ever-
lasting fire,” is “prepared for the devil
and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). This
fire is so hot, it will devour them. God
said to Satan, “I will bring forth a fire
from the midst of thee, it shall devour
thee, and 1 will bring thee to ashes
upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee.... and never shalt
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thou be any more” (Ezekiel 28:18, 19).
So it is certainly true that God, the
Father, is the only Person who cannot
die under any circumstances. This ex-
cludes His Son, who tasted “death for
every man” (Hebrews 2:9). We are
compelled by this verse to conclude
that Jesus Christ was not immortal
when He was here. In fact, the primary
reason for Him becoming a human was
so that He could die for our sins. The
Son of God suffered a real death for our
sins. (See Isaiah 53:6 and 1 John 2:2.).
It was not pretend, it was not an act, it
was real.

The Completeness of Christ’s Death

There are some who claim, as a result
of the trinity doctrine, that Christ came
down from heaven and inhabited a hu-
man body and that, when it came time to
die, only the human body died while the
divine being who came down from
heaven remained alive. With this view
we would have to conclude that there
was only a human sacrifice made for our
redemption. No matter how exalted the
pre-existent Son was, no matter how
glorious, how powerful, or even eternal,
if the manhood only died, the sacrifice
was only human. It is unreasonable to
believe that a human sacrifice is suffi-
cient to redeem mankind, and it is con-
trary to Scripture to say that only half of
Christ died. If Christ only pretended to
die when He was here, it takes away the
necessity of Him becoming a man, for
He “was made a little lower than the an-
gels for the suffering of death”
(Hebrews 2:9). If He was planning to
pretend to die, He could have done that
without becoming a man.

In the first chapter of Hebrews Paul
portrays Christ as being highly exalted,

the one who was begotten in the ex-
press image of His Father’s person.
Then, in Hebrews chapter two, Paul
explains the necessity of Christ becom-
ing a man. He emphasized this point in
several ways. In verse nine of this
chapter he explains, “But we see Jesus,
who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that he
by the grace of God should taste death
for every man” (Hebrews 2:9). Paul
explains the importance of Christ be-
coming a man, made a little lower than
the angels, so that He could die; not so
that a human body could die, but so
that the divine Son of God could die.

The fact that Christ did die is also
emphasized in the following verses:
“Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God: But made himself
of no reputation [Greek: emptied
Himself], and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the like-
ness of men: And being found in fash-
ion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and giv-
en him a name which is above every
name” (Philippians 2:5-9). The same
identical Being who was in the form
of God in verse six, died in verse
eight. Jesus Christ Himself made it
very clear to John that He was dead.
Jesus said, “I am he that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18).
Jesus Christ truly “died for our sins
according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor-
inthians 15:3).

_44 -



Chapter 5

Are the Dead Really Dead?

This is an important question that
must be answered before we can truly
understand the sufferings of Christ. Are
the dead really dead? Satan would have
us believe that the dead are not really
dead, but consciously living either in
paradise or misery. Satan has said from
the very beginning, “ye shall not surely
die” (Genesis 3:4). Satan taught that
man could disobey God and still live
forever without dying. This statement
directly contradicts God who said,
“thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17).
Since that day Satan has continued to
teach men that they will not surely die.
According to Satan, all men who have
ever died are not really dead. Sadly,
many Christians believe Satan’s lie
today. They think that death is not
really death, but rather a continuation
of life in another realm. This teaching
in Christianity is a fruit of the unholy
trinity doctrine. The Catholic Church
admits that they formulated the trinity
doctrine, and they claim, “The mystery
of the Trinity is the central doctrine of
the Catholic Faith. Upon it are based all
the other teachings of the Church”
(Handbook for Todays Catholic, page
11). The idea that the dead are not
really dead is based upon the false doc-
trine of the trinity. Notice what Au-
gustine, one of the primary persons
who formulated the trinity doctrine, had
to say about the death of Christ:

“No dead man can raise himself. He
[Christ] only was able to raise Himself,

who though His Body was dead, was
not dead. For He raised up that which
was dead. He raised up Himself, who
in Himself was alive, but in His Body
that was to be raised was dead. For not
the Father only, of whom it was said by
the Apostle, ‘Wherefore God also hath
exalted Him,” raised the Son, but the
Lord also raised Himself, that is, His
Body” (Nicene & Post-Nicene Fathers,
series 1, volume 6, page 656, St. Au-
gustine, “Sermons on Selected Lessons
of the New Testament”).

It is true that a dead man cannot raise
himself from the dead, for he cannot
even think. Thus saith the Lord, “The
dead know not any thing” (Ecclesiastes
9:6). In Augustine’s words we see the
very seeds of that unholy teaching about
death which claims dead people are not
dead. Notice in his statement Augustine
rightly remarks that dead men cannot
raise themselves, since they are not
alive, but then he goes on to make the
assumption that Jesus Christ was not
dead. This idea could easily be modified
to include every dead person. For if, in
the Bible, Christ is said to have died, but
the trinity doctrine claims He did not
die, then it is only logical to believe that
when the Bible speaks of others dying
that they too must have remained alive.
This is how most Christians today have
been duped into believing dead people
are really alive somewhere, even though
the Bible is so plain on the subject. Let
us notice a few verses on this point:

- 45 -



“Put not your trust in princes, nor in
the son of man, in whom there is no
help. His breath goeth forth, he re-
turneth to his earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish” (Psalm 146:3, 4).
When a person dies his thoughts perish;
he can no longer think. He remains
asleep in the dust, unconscious of any-
thing, until the Lord raises him from
the dead.

Death is called sleep. “And many of
them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting
contempt” (Daniel 12:2). Isaiah wrote,
“Thy dead men shall live, together with
my dead body shall they arise. Awake
and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the
earth shall cast out the dead” (Isaiah
26:19). The first thing we notice about
this verse is that the dead men shall, at
some time in the future, live again.
These people are not living now, but
they shall live at some time in the fu-
ture. Right now they are those who
dwell in the dust. When we die we re-
turn to dust, there to remain in uncon-
scious sleep until the Lord raises us
from the dead.

What About the Spirit of Man?

In the book of Job it says, “There is a
spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding”
(Job 32:8). Daniel explained, “I Daniel
was grieved in my spirit in the midst of
my body” (Daniel 7:15). A spirit is the
part of a person that can be grieved. In
Mark’s gospel we read, “And immedi-
ately when Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they so reasoned within them-
selves, he said unto them, Why reason
ye these things in your hearts?” (Mark
2:8). The king of Babylon had a dream,

and he told his wise men, “I have
dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know the dream” (Daniel
2:3). A spirit is the part of a person that
can perceive or understand things, and
can be grieved or troubled. These few
Bible texts confirm the definition of
“spirit” found in The American Herit-
age Dictionary, which says, “The part
of a human being associated with the
mind, will, and feelings.”

What happens to this spirit when a
person dies? Solomon wrote, “Then
shall the dust return to the earth as it
was: and the spirit shall return unto
God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7).
Notice that this refers to all people who
die, whether they are the most right-
eous saint, or the most wicked sinner.
When any man dies, there will be a
time when he lives again, whether he is
raised in the resurrection of the just, or
of the unjust (Acts 24:15). His mind,
which contains his life history, will be
given to him again at his resurrection.
He will come forth from the grave with
the same character and manner of
thinking that he had before death.
When the dead are raised, God will
give them back their spirit (or mind),
which was in them before. During their
sleep in the grave they were not alive
anywhere.

Every person will be raised, there-
fore, God has to retain a record of his
life, so that same person can return at
the resurrection; God retains their spir-
its in an unconscious condition. So-
lomon wrote, “Who knoweth the spirit
of man that goeth upward, and the spir-
it of the beast that goeth downward to
the earth?” (Ecclesiastes 3:21). At
death, the spirit of an animal goes
down to the earth because there is no
need for God to retain it, for there is no
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resurrection for animals. But the spirit
of man goes upward to God, there to
remain in an unconscious condition un-
til the resurrection.

“But,” some may say, “don’t the
righteous go straight to heaven when
they die, and the wicked go to a place
of torment?” “Men and brethren, let me
freely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this
day.... For David is not ascended into
the heavens: but he saith himself, The
LorD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on
my right hand” (Acts 2:29, 34). David
will be in heaven, but he has not yet as-
cended to heaven. His spirit has gone
back to God in an unconscious condi-
tion, waiting to be reunited with his
body. The same is true of the wicked.
“That the wicked is reserved to the day
of destruction? they shall be brought
forth to the day of wrath” (Job 21:30).
The Lord is reserving the wicked for
the day of destruction. They shall be
brought forth, or raised from the dead,
to the day of wrath. They are not suffer-
ing right now.

I would like to use a cassette tape to
illustrate what the Bible is saying. Sup-
pose I put a cassette tape in a cassette
recorder and begin to record informa-
tion on the tape. As long as the tape is
in the tape player, it can function. I can
record information onto it, and play
back what is recorded. But as soon as |
remove the cassette tape from the cas-
sette recorder, it can no longer function.
The tape without the recorder is use-
less, just as the tape recorder is useless
without a tape. Neither can function by
themselves. If I remove the tape and
destroy the tape player, I can replace it,
but if I destroy the tape, then I have lost
the information, it is not replaceable.

The body and spirit are similar. As long
as they are united, they can function,
but as soon as the spirit is taken out of
the body, the body turns to dust again,
and the spirit is unconscious, unable to
function at all. At the resurrection, God
will take that same spirit and put it into
a new body, and it will again function
just as it did before. But if the spirit is
destroyed, then there can be no resur-
rection. This is what takes place at the
second death.

The First and Second Death

John wrote, “Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection:
on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him
a thousand years” (Revelation 20:6).
Here we are told the blessed and holy
people will take part in the first resur-
rection, and the second death will have
no power over them. The first resurrec-
tion takes place at the second coming
of Christ. “For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
Immediately following, the righteous
will “live and reign with Christ a thou-
sand years” (Revelation 20:4).

“But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were
finished” (Revelation 20:5). During the
thousand years the wicked will not be
alive anywhere. When the thousand
years are finished, they will live again;
they will be raised in the second resur-
rection. Then there is a great white
throne judgment where the wicked will
be “judged every man according to
their works. And death and hell [will
be] cast into the lake of fire. This is the
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second death. And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation
20:13-15). The lake of fire is called the
second death, a death from which there
is no resurrection. This is where God
will “destroy both soul and body in
hell” (Matthew 10:28). “They shall be
as though they had not been” (Obadiah
1:16). They will not live forever to burn
for eternity, for they do not have im-
mortality. “Behold, they shall be as
stubble; the fire shall burn them; they
shall not deliver themselves from the
power of the flame: there shall not be a
coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it”
(Isaiah 47:14). When hell fire has done
its job and devoured the wicked, then
the fire will go out completely.

“But,” some may say, “a soul cannot
die.” That is not what the Bible says. To
the contrary, the Bible says, “The soul
that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel
18:20). This is not talking about the
first death, from which all will return;
but the second death, from which none
shall return. That is when the soul dies.
There is no such thing as natural im-
mortality of the soul, for the only
people who will become immortal are
the righteous who shall “put on immor-
tality” (1 Corinthians 15:54). When
man sinned, he was banned from eating
the fruit of the tree of life to keep him
from living forever in a sinful condi-
tion. “And the LorRD God said, Behold,
the man is become as one of us, to
know good and evil: and now, lest he
put forth his hand, and take also of the
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
Therefore the LorRD God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden” (Genesis
3:22, 23). Only those who gain the right
to eat from the tree of life will live
forever. “Blessed are they that do his

commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city”
(Revelation 22:14).

The idea that man has a naturally
immortal soul is a fruit of that old Trin-
itarian absurdity, which undermines the
beauty of God’s love demonstrated in
the death of His Son. If we are con-
fused about death and immortality it
makes it impossible for us to under-
stand how much Christ sacrificed for
us. (For a thorough study on the condi-
tion of the dead and their final destruc-
tion, request the studies entitled, What
Happens After Death and Gods Love
Revealed in Hell.)

The Death of the Son of God

The Bible says, “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Romans 6:23). The penalty for
sin is death. Not the first death, which
we know of as “sleep,” but the second
death. Those who reject salvation and
stand before God to suffer the “second
death” will consciously realize that
they will never live again, knowing that
they have forfeited all the glories of
heaven. This utter separation from God,
and the realization that they will never
live again, is the worst experience the
wicked will endure. Their physical
pain, which will be severe, will only be
a small part of their suffering, the worst
part will be that they shall know that
“they shall be as though they had not
been” (Obadiah 1:16).

The Bible says, “We were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son” (Ro-
mans 5:10). He tasted “death for every
man” (Hebrews 2:9). God’s dear Son
died in my place, “the just for the un-
just” (1 Peter 3:18). He took the pen-
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alty which I deserve, and that penalty is
the second death. I understand there
was some difference with Christ, since
He was raised from the dead, and all
those who die the second death will not
be resurrected. However, the experi-
ence He endured was equivalent to the
experience of the wicked when they
will die, knowing that they will not be
coming back. This is the understanding
that Christ had when He cried out with
bitter anguish, “My God, My God,
Why hast thou forsaken me” (Matthew
27:46). Christ had to have this experi-
ence in order to pay for the penalty of
sin. Some may say, “But He didn’t burn
in the lake of fire.” True, but remember,
the wages of sin is death, not suffering.
“Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3).

In Isaiah 53 we read the following
account: “it pleased the Lord to bruise
him; he hath put him to grief: when
thou shalt make his soul an offering for
sin,... he hath poured out his soul unto
death: and he was numbered with the

transgressors; and he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the
transgressors” (Isaiah 53:10-12).

According to the Scripture, the soul
of Christ died; the soul of Christ was
made the offering for sin. The soul of a
person constitutes the entire being. If a
soul dies, the entire being is dead. The
soul is more than just the body. Jesus
said, “fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in #hell
[yeevva - gehenna]” (Matthew 10:28).

We are told that the soul of Christ
was in the grave. On the day of Pente-
cost Peter said, “He seeing this before
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that
his soul was not left in hell, neither his
flesh did see corruption” (Acts 2:31).
The word hell in the preceding verse
was translated from the Greek root
word hades. This word means grave in
every case. The soul of Christ rested
with His body in the tomb. Christ truly
died for our sins.
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Chapter 6

Christ Really Died

The Spirit of Christ inspired David to
write concerning Christ’s death, “I am
shut up, and I cannot come forth” (Psalm
88:8). Christ was shut up in the tomb, and
He could not come forth. The Bible says
more than thirty times that God, the Fath-
er, raised Christ from the dead. (Acts
2:24, 30, 32; 3:15, 26; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40;
13:23, 30, 33, 34, 37; 17:31; 26:8; Ro-
mans 4:24, 25; 6:4; 8:11; 10:9; 1 Cor-
inthians 6:14; 15:15; 2 Corinthians 4:14;
Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians
2:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2 Timothy
2:8; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 1:2.) Paul
wrote that he was an apostle, “not of men,
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and
God, the Father, who raised him from the
dead” (Galatians 1:1).

Paul also emphasized, in Ephesians
1:19, 20, that “the exceeding greatness” of
the Father’s “mighty power” was demon-
strated “when he raised” Christ “from the
dead.” If Christ had actually raised Him-
self from the dead, as some people be-
lieve, then Paul’s words could not have
been true. It would not have been the
Father’s power, but the power of Christ
which would have been demonstrated.

Christ did not raise Himself from the
dead or else He would not have been
dead to begin with, and His words could
not be true, “I can of mine own self do
nothing” (John 5:30). When the Son of
God was asleep in the tomb, He was as
the rest of the dead who “know not any-
thing” and whose thoughts have “per-
ished” (Ecclesiastes 9:5; Psalm 146:4).

Of Christ we read, “Who in the days
of his flesh, when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong
crying and tears unto him that was able
to save him from death, and was heard
in that he feared” (Hebrews 5:7). Who
was Christ praying to with strong cry-
ing and tears? Was He praying to Him-
self? Absolutely not! He was praying to
His Father, the only One “that was able
to save him from death.”

It would have been a mockery for
Christ to have cried out to His Father to
save Him from death, if all the while He
was immortal and able to save Himself
from death. Christ died completely,
friends, and He relied upon His Father
to resurrect Him. He said, “Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke
23:46), indicating His complete depend-
ence upon His Father to save Him out of
death, and His willingness to entrust His
eternal life into the hands of His Father.

Many Christians believe that when
Jesus was on earth He was omniscient
(all knowing), omnipotent (all power-
ful), omnipresent (having the ability to
be all places at once), and immortal.
These misconceptions keep people
from being able to appreciate the mag-
nitude of Christ’s sacrifice and suffer-
ing in our behalf. If Christ possessed
these divine qualities while He was
upon this earth, He could not have ex-
perienced surprise, terror, or any con-
cern for His future outcome. It would
reduce His emotional turmoil to merely
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reciting words of a play, pretending to
be distressed.

Some have been confused by Jesus’
statement: “Therefore doth my Father
love me, because I lay down my life,
that 1 might take 2%83 it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it down, and
I have power to take 2°%3 it again. This
commandment have I received %3 of
my Father” (John 10:17, 18).*

The Greek word Aappove - lambano
that was translated “T might take,” (with
Strong’s number 2983), can mean take,
but also means “to receive (what is
given), to gain, get, obtain, to get back”
(Thayer's Greek Lexicon). Please notice
that this word is also used in verse 18 but
is translated “received.” Christ laid down
His life that He might receive it again.
The Greek word £ovotay - exousia that
was translated “power” can mean power,
but also means “authority, permission”
(ibid.) Christ had permission to lay down
His life so that He could receive it again
from His Father.

The KJV translation is not completely
accurate in this case. Notice some other
translations of this statement: “I have au-
thority to lay it down, and I have authority
to receive it again. This is the command
which I received from my Father” (Tiwen-
tieth Century NT). “Authority, have I, to
lay it down, and, authority, have I, again,
to receive it: This commandment, received
I, from my Father” (1902 Rotherham
Bible). “I am authorized to lay it down,
and I am authorized to receive it back
again. This is the command I received
from my Father” (1912 Weymouth NT
Translation). “Authority 1 have to lay
down her, and authority I have again to re-
ceive her; this the command I received
from the Father of me” (/865 Diaglot NT).

The above translations are correct in
the way they render the words “author-
ity” and “receive.” Jesus was not stat-
ing that He could raise Himself from
the dead. The prophecy in Psalm 88:8
was true of Him, which says, “I am
shut up, and cannot come forth.”

What about 1 Peter 3:18-207

Peter wrote, “For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that he might bring us to God, being put
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit: By which also he went and
preached unto the spirits in prison;
Which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in
the days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water” (1 Peter 3:18-
20). Some people think these verses
prove that Jesus was conscious while His
body was dead, and that He went down
to hell to preach to dead people. This of
course would not be possible, for dead
people cannot even think, and they
certainly could not hear a sermon. Not
only that, if these dead people were
already lost, as most would agree, no
amount of preaching would benefit them.
Christ would have been wasting His time
on two accounts: they could not hear
him, and they could not be benefitted
even if they could.

The difficulty is cleared up in verse
20. Peter wrote that Christ “preached
[past tense] unto the spirits in [present
tense] prison.” It is obvious that Jesus
preached to these people through Noah
(1 Peter 1:11). The preaching was done
long ago while Noah was still alive.
There is nothing in the verse that
requires that these wicked people who
lived before the flood were being

* The small Strong’s number in this verse represents a Greek word in the original text.
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preached to while they were in prison,
instead they were preached to while
they were still alive, and now they are
in prison, or dead.

Christ’s Great Sacrifice

It was an immense sacrifice for
Christ to limit Himself by becoming a
man to live among us. There was a
genuine risk involved. He could have
sinned, which would have doomed
Himself, along with the entire planet.
God’s entire “government” was “upon
his shoulder” (Isaiah 9:6). If Christ
would have failed, God’s government
would have failed.

While Christ was in heaven, He could
not die (Hebrews 2:9). But when He laid
aside the aspects of divinity that preven-
ted Him from experiencing death, He
was wide open for the attacks of the
devil. “For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feel-
ing of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). The Bible
says, “God cannot be tempted with evil”
(James 1:13). Comparing these two texts
demonstrates that while Christ was here
He did not retain those qualities of di-
vinity that prevent God from being
tempted, such as omniscience. Satan
knew that Christ was vulnerable, and he
exercised all his energies to get Jesus to
fall into sin, with no success.

Christ’s Ability to Save Us

To accomplish our salvation, Christ
was obligated to take upon Himself our
fallen human flesh. “For verily he took
not on him the nature of angels; but he
took on him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in all things it behoved him
to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high

priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted”
(Hebrews 2:16-18). His carnal flesh
was just like ours, yet His mind was
pure. His mind could not have been
carnal, for the Bible says, “the carnal
mind is enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be” (Romans 8:7). Christ
“loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity” (Hebrews 1:9). He said,
through the Psalmist, “I delight to do
thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is
within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). This
was Christ’s experience from his moth-
er’s womb. He was “born again” from
the beginning of his life as a man. Yet,
for all others Christ declared, “Ye must
be born again” (John 3:7).

Some may say that Christ had an ad-
vantage over us if He naturally loved
righteousness from the beginning, and
all others are born with a bent towards
sin. This is true, this is a huge advant-
age over the unrepentant sinner, but
Christ gives this advantage to all those
who accept Him into their hearts. Love
for righteousness and hatred for
iniquity is not inherent in fallen man. It
is something that must be instilled in us
when we are born again. God promises
to give us a new heart causing us to
walk in His ways (Ezekiel 36:26, 27).
This is what the new covenant is all
about! God promised, “But this shall be
the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith
the Lorp, I will put my law in their in-
ward parts, and write it in their hearts;
and will be their God, and they shall be
my people” (Jeremiah 31:33, also
quoted in Hebrews 10:16).
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The Bible says, “And because ye are
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father” (Galatians 4:6). I am glad that
Jesus has something better, or else He
could not offer us anything more than
we already have. I know from experi-
ence that I need something better, and
that something better is in Christ. It is
my prayer that you will experience the
blessing of “Christ in you, the hope of
glory” (Colossians 1:27).

Conclusion

Jesus said, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). This great gift of God
demonstrates His love for us more than
anything else in the universe. Under-
standing the value of this gift is what
enables us to love God with all our
hearts, which will naturally result in our
lives being changed.

The trinity doctrine was invented for
the sole purpose of hiding God’s love.
Not only does it hide the fact that Jesus
Christ is the literal Son of God, begotten
of the Father before anything was
created, but it also covers up the reality
of Christ’s sacrifice for us. It claims that
Jesus Christ was all knowing, immortal
and all powerful while He was here on
earth, which completely removes any
possibility of Him being terrified or
troubled while He was on earth. Think
about it. If you were immortal and all
powerful would there be anything that
could terrify you or cause you to be
concerned about your well being?
Certainly not! Surely you can see how
dangerous such an idea is when it is
applied to Christ. All that we have seen
of His internal struggle and emotional

anguish could not possibly have been
real if He was immortal and all powerful
while He was here. But the Bible says
that He was in “anguish,” that His soul
was “exceeding sorrowful unto death,”
that “He sweat as it were great drops of
blood,” that He was struck with terror.
All of this took place before a soldier
laid a hand upon Him. The extreme
anguish that Christ suffered for us was
real. The trinity doctrine would have us
believe that it was all a fake, that He
was just reciting words in a play.

My friends, Jesus Christ truly
suffered and died for our sins. May
God remove every obstacle that would
keep us from beholding “what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us” (1 John 3:1).

Christ trusted entirely upon His
Father for help in every situation. He
yielded up His eternal life into the
hands of His Father. This He did,
knowing that at any moment He could
have called upon His Father to rescue
Him from His struggles, and leave all
of us rebellious sinners to perish for
eternity. (See Matthew 26:53.)

That is how much He loves you and
me. When Christ died on the cross, He
gave all that He had to give. He offered
up His entire being as a sacrifice for
sin. His soul was made an offering for
sin so that we might live.

My friend, if you have not yet given
your life to Christ, if you have not
tasted the wonderful joy of knowing
that your sins are forgiven and you are
at peace with God, I invite you to do it
now, before it is forever too late.
“Behold, now 1is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.”
(2 Corinthians 6:2) “O taste and see
that the LORD is good: blessed is the
man that trusteth in him.” (Psalm 34:8)
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