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TAKOUA PARK, WASHINGTON 12,0.C * ) . ) 4 LAMAR MCELHANY, CHAlamAN

LIROY L FRGOM, SICRITARY
R. ALLAN ANDERSON, ASSOCIATZ
LOUISE C. XLEUSER, A3S30CIATE

. August}'a,"l%S..

: Eldel‘ En C. L&cey

285L Piedmont Avernue
L2 Crescenta, Calif.

Dear Brother Lacey:
I am coming to you with an inquiry that you 2y or may not feel free

to answer. It pertains to the beginnings of the discussion of Trinitarian-
ism versus Arianisn. Elder Andreasen has been under the irpression that
when ¥rs, Whito began to wTrite those statements, most of which now appoar
ig;pesire of Ares concerning the cternal existence of Christ and Hiz oneness
vith the Fatner through all pest time, that there was no er-itation or cis—

gussion of any sort,

Cn the contrary, Elder D. E. Roblnson of the White Estate, is under
the impression, I believe fron something told him by you, thet over at
Cooranbeng around 1898 or 1859 vou were giving a series of studies on
the Trinity and wero challenced by some of the brothren. T +hink Vorian

.- -~
e e

Ravis vas present at the time, and I belleve ne is uncer <he impression
that_shs wes thne one who told Sister YVnits of the discussion. And, as
in many other instances, Mrs, Whito was given Iight that was possibly
discomfiting to those who had beliseved the Arian view of the relatively
recent origin of Christ. ’ '

Would you feel free to tell mo whether that statement of your dis-
cussions in Australia ig relatively correct? 1In fact, I wish you would
mako e rather complete statement for me because of the impression that ¢b-
tains with scme that there was absolutely no egitation pricr to this,
Would you furthermore give me anmy evidence aside from yowr rmemory of i%?
Do you have any letters? Is there any correspondence of any sort relative
to it, or any cther documentation that would help me in this matter?

‘I assure you that I am not seeking to create any difficulty or to
indulge in any agitation. Tt is simply & matter of inforration in the
background of discussions of Arisnism and Trinitarianism which pericdically
arise, ' : :

s

Awaiting your response with interest, I am

- Sincerely your brother in service,

LE?;ég | | : ﬁ*?\' ‘fi N :¥ qurﬂé*““‘.
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Fider L. E. Tdocxm
Ministerizal Assceiction

 %aXoma Park, Vashingion 12, DeCo o SR

Your good letter sent Wy alr meil hes Just veached

. m throa_gh the afternconm pecte I & Inrrrying thic preliminary
" wd back to you, aclkacwledging receipt of your request, end

eseguxring you thait I will gits tha z:m.tter 7 Lirst etiention

‘ap goon as peseible. . N

L4

You pes, todey is cu¥ Gelden Vedding &:mi?wwﬂ

Bsing Sabbath, wo are gtaying quietly at heze, az ths ?Deings?

ere cn the progeem at 1y Lirdt-born nmlgh“'e"‘s hemo tm--c
efternoon, Illeturally we shall bs preoccuppied just about a3l
dey, &nd I will bo unzble to take wp in oy deteail an caswee
to the query you raise regardingtdiscussionslon the Trinity
held wey bzeck in Cooronmbong, in 1856, as I re@s....s. i%e wniil
&’te: thip exsiting tims has passl _

But irmedictely efter, I will 'begﬁn (:J;r;.). I havuo

gazn very dictinet recollectXons of whet took viocs at thei

tinma, scme oF whica I passed cn Yo Zlder D.Z.Robinson, xhea

he visited me here recently, Eowover, in trzamisesion to you, -
they have charngsd someshat,(thouge substantially trus), so T
will endeavour to give you first hamd vhet recally cccurrcd,
aocording to my best remembrance,

Vexry sinserely yours, in this voxnderful T.mtha
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2834 Plodmeont Avermue
XLa Crescenta, Cajif.

Aug 309 1943
Elder L, E, ¥rocm - : ~
Mnisteri=l Association - ' .

Tekama Park, Washingtem 13, D, G, : ' - -~

‘Deex ﬁother Frocag

The eelebrations, with their m'amaﬁhg ax0 over, and I
-ean now atienpt 20 answer scme of tho qaostions you aakell in your
‘dettexr of the 8th inst, . . : . .

-

ist. “The begimings of the dfrccussion of Trindtarianim

versug Axrianimm.® ‘

‘ : Well, that wro not quitc ¢hs anglo dn waichk I was 1ne
Tolved in the studies econdnsted ot Cooranbeng way beck in 1896, A%
- that time, Professor Prescott v tremendously interested in T
genting Christ as tho great VX L7 eng in Cothasiziry the Ztemisy
of His exdistence, using freuentiy the excrescion Vios oforerd Gonl --- .
ALZ0 D@ coymected the 4 X80V 07 Tooun 2354, TANch of couTss tos
Qurisy the Secend Person or the Godhend, with tin gtatement of Jagug
in John 6158, which wo a1l agreed tog tat them linked it up lso
with other 'I ems! in thzt Gospei « 7 of therm, such 23 I 1 tho b
Bread of Life''I am tha Light of the World''I om tha Door ¢f the '
Sheev'! eto. 811 very rich in their Bpiritual: teaching « tut vhich
secmed & 1ittle far-fetched to ma espefial Tous the VI am¥ 4in ail
those latter ceoass ig merely the gorule in ths Groelz, 29 well osg

~

St

in the nglish, Zut ko insistad on his Intesrretotion. Sr loricwm
Dovie seerwed to £a3il Yox 1%, ond I end henaold, Wihey *2g 'Deanirvg
of_Areal c¢coo out. thers apronred £hos idevtisci trackine cn raren
&4 end 25, vidyn, ¥ think, onp ha 7o0ied Tow 9in vain in any oY ore
Waite's publiched worko prior o0 thoh 4ima! .
In this conncetion, o7 couroe you Imow that Sr Marian
Davis wag emtristed vitn the nmroneration oF Donles o1 Zra3t end
that _cne patnered Ner raterinl Tooq overy eyoiiohle gcurss - ivom
Sr ¥nite's books alrendy in vrint, from unvublished momioerivtés,
from privats lettors, stomosrothichl Tooorin oF Fow Toi%0, €iCe w
TPUT PSTRad3 you niov not imeow thas oho (Cr Tovis] w5 preasly vorried
abows 1inding moterial suiiablo 70T the Tivrsy chmrser—ThRG conealcd
he chanter (e=d
I could <o hoiy
Rers end I have rood rececn t0 Lelievo tint sho olso eppcaled to
Frofessor Prescott frocuently Tor girilor rd da,end got it ©06 in
Tar richer cnd rore emmdent reacurs thon I eould rondar, DPerheng
E MAY " SAY © THAT SR DAVIS . WAS. PRULLC UL 301 $2henwdy TO Lo &3 a young
worker, Juct out of College,. and was anxious to have ma Join tha
editoricl staff od Sr Thitds books etey tut I vas far too rch ine

bl
3]

to me persenaily —an tTimes o3 ohs vas exronzing
other chanters too Yor +trhat matter)] ond I did vino
N

-

>
L
<
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"terostad in the Zducationnl work to give that up, even thouzh 1 adsx

¥.CeThito the edito~' -1 {dea ‘



: But my wifc ang
T school, and wished to continue in it. .
Xowever, Professoy Prescott?s interest in the “Etcrnitz;pf
0o Soma" end the rreat w7 AS5! ceurled with 1ho consiont helvp ho
kave Sr Davis in ron Trevaration ¢r the 'Desirs g7 Lre3. ! mey Go=vae |
te _explain the irclusions of the atove-rrmmed toachinzga i1 Thol vomw

¢ertul Yook,

A5 2o any special contreversy, or agitation, over the rmetter

of the Trinity, I carmmoat Teeall amything serious ot all, Of ecurso

- I have always Imovn that Tider Urieh Smith wes an Arien in bellaf,
("Thoughis o Daniel and the Revealntion® revesy thatl) end that ocur
psople undoudbtedly geaerally followed that vievw, Put o, as a Twmily,
24 been brousnt uv In thRs Churca of ~ngland, and were naturelly, may
I say, Triniterienng, ve Just ¥ believed it, subconsciously, and

" I do not remeaber ouw ever dlseussing the cuestion with the brethren
who brought~us'into the th, Rlder'E;CoIsrael, and young brether
VoL HeBaker, Oma thing I do resziy is oy mother'p rermarldng on %ho

- stravige langmegs ugcd by eur rinisters 4 speaking of the Holy Ghog®
as *it' end 'itst a- though they thought o2 the Hely Svirit as an
influence, instead of a3 a Person, That sacmed very streangs to hex,
.&nd in a measurs %o mo alss (¢ wes ebout 17 then)

¥ow this dring me te the mecond reint in my lettor: Tha tnzio
in vhich I vas invelved in that comveniicn at Ccoranbong wagy,not the
Elernity ofthe Seny, tut the Personelity of the loly GChaect,

e et e

Porheps o few words of historic baskground mey bo helpful horege

' - As already stated, I wasp really & Trinitarien st heart, And
I went through Healdsburg College, mhd Rattle Creek Coliese, with o
dim sort of - feeliry that there was something wreng absut our teaching
on the Hiniztry ond Personality of the Heoly GChest, (07 course, thnt

eITl WB8 newer uged, exceprt in reading fron the Bible,e it wop elweys
W VHely Spirit! emd rererred to ag 'itV) Ang then in the Testimonies T
ﬁ»npticed that, orecilizsally everyvhere, the srma lonmices vas Usadye
YHoly Spirit! V137 Yiifge ete, ag thourn *he SRS R Y U T
\ Lxtluence, ingtesed ov o 2CTEON, the Tnird Percon c¢? the Cadheoms

Darirg rny €olleze eourss at Eattle CreeX, in Yorch 1894, I
attended az a delesnto froem the Colleze, the second international
eenvention 8f the Student Volunterr llovement for Foreipm l'issfiong,
hold at Detroit Hchizcn, There I heerd such men as I'r JaRoYott,
Hr Rober: Srzer, and such Spirit-£1lled serve ts of the Lord es
JoHudson Teylor, A.T.Plerson, AJJ.Gordon, with 1'1gg Gercldine Cuine
zoe5 &nd cthers, I remembarp too how Sr.Gecrgia Burruss (now Y'rs Lode
Bargess of Yational City, California, vhe was alse a delerateo at
theat convention, and who bescms aftervards our first woman missione
ary to India, I believe) was impresaed by the spiritual taochings
and appeals of these ran, I regall hay saying something 1ika thing
Brother Iacey, *hess nen are not Sabbath-ke:pcrn, &8 W3 understemd

Swsd v
‘ -

teaY A L e

p L. TR INnR N clntaliy uzinz <. HiLa01dys T iove osver Irelg
the deep moving of the Spirit of God upon ry heart, as I have hers
at this sonvention, And I couldn't help agreeing with her axzotly,



S

Vell now, one thing I moticsd Vivldly; the emphacts plzced 7 a1l

theso teachers. uven thae ninistry of the *Holy Ghosot® in our lives a3

. God®s serventg exd nissionaries, a rmitlistyry gg of & Teal, dafinite,
ddvine Tersen, alweys with usy, aad in ug,; the Cexforter as taocht by
Jesus Christ 4n His lzst paseal discourse, and as revescled 3n the baoXk

~of A€§G,~and Prescenied sveryvhiers threughout tho Spisties and theo Row

. vale 0, ’ ' .

0a tho veyagas tack te Austrelia énring September 1895, T mndg .
that theme. the Personality angd Viork of the Eoly Gheut, a evecinl sube
Jeot of Bidble Study, And T beseme continced Tor myself] So vnea I was
e.8ked to condust a series ¢f Eible Stucdies at the 53100 ofeloek hoor in
& convention in Voorenbenpg 1in 18G5, I vrésented +thet thems very rmienh to
- e interest (I ws11l romember)) oFf ST ipviag Lavin, whs 140X covious
~petes, end ales to that of Tlder ).C,Danjella, Y10 wag ITequently o
Z‘Qgﬁﬁﬁ and expresced conservative eppreointion,

? * Then the “Desive of Ares® come out in 1898. Erother Denielis hime
Iy 0elf celled riv attention %o tho ocrression found on D229 671, Tasre Tthe
& 'gﬁirit iz _spoken of as ‘ihe thaizg TErson of the Godiead! (4 nod net ok

n t time seex a printed cory) and mode scmg ndly coments, Iater, in
' ~Llestimonies for *he Chuwch, Sexdes By, Yo 7' en pago 63 (Fov 1905) I
»\\fcund this parezrathia o A o

&

., "Ths Cemferter that Christ premised to nend alfter Ho assended ”
"' to heavem, it the Spririt {m all tha Pulness of ths Gochesq,
R paking wmenifest the Po%sr of divine grace te nll e believe
- . in Christ es o versomnl Savieur, TELIGZ ARS TEE: LIVRG PR
: SCES 17T THR FEAVSTY TRIO0; in the nemo of these ¢thres grecat
- POWers -~ the Father, the Seng andihe loly Spirit. - these whe
- . Yrecelve Christ Y living faith are beptized; and those nowers
. 7 %ill coarerate with the obsdicit subjecis of heaven in theip
- efforts to live the new 1ife in Chrigt.*

exactly as I khed endeavoured to $oech 9 xQzxg proviocualy,

'In this cone comection I wap interested ¢o note the languaro used i:
the artiocle "The Holy Spirit in our Schoolg® Tound in 8T.61,62, and beape
ing date flizy 10,1896¢* Cooranveng M,S,7,. where overy tims the Holy Spiri,
io referred to, the Prénouns 'He, ? '"Hirm,* Hig' are employeds And Ho ig
ocalled a 'heavcnly’messengch 'The heavenly guest' repeatedly, ard ayrarexn:
1y *the great Teacher Himself, * : o .

Well, I fear thig reply has drazzed cn too lenz§ Please for—iva
me for any uncue loquacity, Rut I was mightily dnterested in tresa ot
ters over there in Cecoronbong, and aem 8t111, fer that ratter, and shall
b3 plecsed to c¢ommunicate with you further, 1f you wi=h it,

Very fraternally yours, /7,'

Y o

- —
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© Saptomber 26,1945

Elder H. Canden Lacey °
28%!, Piedmont Avenue
La Crescenta, Calif,

Dear Brother Lacaey:

Thank you for ycur very interesting recital under date of August 30
as Just received. I am glad for the effort that you have put forth to
tsll us about your perscral interest in the persomality of the Hely Spirit
and also of the discussion by Professor Prescott in Australia back in the
- year 1896 concerning the eternal Scn. It was not so much the background
of the personality of the Holy Spirit that concerned zes as whether the
eternity of the Son of God was being agitated or was wumder discussicn at
the time that Sister White began to present it in Desire of Ages.

There are very definite epochs in Sister White's work. °tart¢“g with
the initial vision in December 18LL,we come to 1848 when the sweeping
" panorama of events from paradise lost to paradise regained was given her.
Ten years later in Ohlio this was repeated, end she was told to write it
out. This formed Spiritual Gifits, Vol. I. Later amplifications came, and
the Spirit of Propnecy series resulted. Then finally came the larger volumes
of the Conflict series came. Great Controversy was developed in greater
fullness when Sister Thite was in Europe. It seems that the Spirit of pro-
Phecy was never the instrurent to initiate doctrine,or other truths among
us., Rather they have come from study, and then have been confirmed by the
Spirit of prophecy when controversy has arisen and there was danger of .
rejection of light.

If you imow of any other sources from which I might get further in-
formation as to any discussion of the eternal pro-existence of Christ, I.
should be grateful for the sams,

Sincerely your brother in service,
v

SR A TN e



